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Hello everyone, and a Happy New Year to You all. Thanks to all of v7ou who gent ug
cards - obviously with nearly 400 members wa can't send cards to everyone, much ag
wa might like to. Howevaer, we do appreciate vour cards and we ware thinking of you
all over Chrigstmas.

We would like to thank Michael Simpson for the Christmas graphics which we used Zor
the last newslettar. They arrived when Janet was in the middle of printing the
masters so we weren't able to acknowledgae them in the newsletter. They havae peen
well received.

We mentioned in the last nawsletter that the three or us live over 3 hours drive
apaxrt — a bit like being at aach corner of a triangle - and we were slightly

weekend. We made allowances for this and did as much of the newsletter as posgible
in advance. It is a good thing we did as Sheila's maother hasn't been keeping too
well and Sheila, understandably, didn't want to leave her alone for the weekend.
Since Shella 1s the driver it would have been difficult for Valerie to get threugh
to Janat's as well. What this means is that although most of the newslatter will be
edited and proof read, some late items, articles and this letter won't be. Please
bear this in mind when reading the newslettar as although the computer catches
Janet's obvious gpelling mistakes, Sheila and Valerie are the experts when 1t comes
to English.

T-SHIRTS - We've found a source of good quality T-shirts that is a little cheaper
that the other place we priced. We don't think wa're likely to get one cheaper than
this without a massive drop in the quality of the shirt. The £insl price for a
white shirt with the IDIC logo is £6 including P & P; orders to Shedils, please,
stating the size you want (small, medium, large or extra large) by Feb. 28. Please
allow 28 days after that for us to geT the shirts printed and sent out. We're
investigating the poeglbility of getting badges made - watch thig spacel

Wa hope a lot of you saw This 18 Your Life on December 27th (repeated 28th).

William Shatner was the subject. We didn't hear anything we didn't already know,
but it was fun seeing his reactions to his fallow gtars. Thanks to those of you who
found out about it beforehand and let us know. We tried to pass word round, but we
didn't have that much time to let folk know. For those who missed 1t Karen has done
8 write-up.

We have a separata STV section in this newsletter as saome of you have gent in a
mixture of comments and reviews. We suspect most members will have said what they
want to on STV now and in future we'll just ineclude any comments in the Pogtbag.

For those of you who think STV ig old news, please remember that some outlying areas
of Britain are only getting the f1lm now.
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Although a number of people said beforehand that they thought a quiz, with an entry
fee to go to the guide dogs, was a good idea, wa've actually had a very poor
response to it — only 4 members sent in entries. Whether this was just because it
was Christmas, and people didn't have much time to think about it, we can't know,

but it deoesn't seem worth while trying that idea for fund-raising again, at least at
thia time of year. Quite a lot of you have written to say you are in favour of IDIC
spongoring a Guide Dog so we are going to go ahead and try to raise the money. If
you have any ideas how we could raise money to finance a dog, please let us now.

We would like to say hello to our friends in Star Trekkers ACO, Florida. We enjoy
your newsletters and they are a useful source of information. New IDIC members may
1ika to know that we have a membership exchange with Star Trekkers. Wea don't list
them under clubsg ag they don't charge a membership fee and are unlikely to be able
to cope with an influx of members. They are basically a group of penfriends
corresponding through one central publication. We believe this type of <lub is
popular in the States but we can't think of any similar ones in Britain.

We would like to make a comment regarding the Post Bag Section as we know of at
least one member who thought that Valerie's defence of the SFX in STV was in
responsae to some negative letters we printed in the laat newsletter. It is our
policy not to respond to your letters in the newsletter they are printed in unless
we feal for some reason they need an editorial comment — and we do try to limit
these. After all, you don't want to read our views all the time - it would limit
discussion. If we feal we do want to respond to any letter we would do it, under
our own name, in the following newsletter. So do remember, if you see a
contribution from any of us in the Postbag it is not in response to any letter or
article in that newsletter. Usually cur perscnal comments are written before the
Postbag section is put together, and certainly in Sheilla and Valerie's case before
they _pad any of the newnlettar.

Does anyone kniow Joan Foxlaey? Owvar Christmas she sent an enquiry about zines, but
forgot to put a return address ont She isn't an IDIC member so we have no way of
responding to her, and we hate leaving enquiries unanawered. If you do know harp,
could you ask her to write Shella again, giving her address.

Our thanks to Teresa Abbott, Irane Ambrose, Scott Carrilck, Sandy Catchick, Shella
Cornall, Ray Dowsett, Barbara Ellams, Catherine Flavin, Terry Giffiths, Janice
Hawkins, Paul Heath, Christine Jones, Brenda Kelsey, Maria Muhlman, Mike Mullen, Val
Rogers, Star Trekkers ACO, Linda Wood and anyone we have inadvertently forgottan to
mention, for sending in information and/or cuttings.

Thanks also to Jean Barron, Bear Shop, Helen Cakebread, Sheila Cornall, Sue Embury,
Mark French, Alleen Irvine, Muriel Jarrett, Corinne Meyar, Maria Muhlman, Ann
Neilson, Janet & Anna Oliwa, Karen Savage, Karen Sparks, Maggie Symon, Helen White,
Edward Woo and everyone else who has sent in used stamps for tha Guide Dogs for the
Blind Association. We must give a specisl thank you to those of you who have
trimmed the stamps, especially Jean Barron who sent in a pile of stamps and Allison
Rocnaey (one of Sheila's Chain Gang who help get the newsletter ready for posting).
We have receilved a lot of stamps recently, and the thought of trimming them all was
daunting. Allsion came in one night when Sheaila was snipping away, and immediately
offered to help. She's already done one big carrier bag full and has gona off with
a second one. Allison, we don't know what we'd do without yout

We are of course only too grateful for any stamps but if they are trimmed it does
sBava us a lot of work and it also reduces the p@ggg costa for you. When trimming
stamps you should try to leave a border of paper 6f about a quartar of an inch
around the gtamp. This protects the perforation. Do not take the stamp off the
paper as they are easily damaged and we are not sure they are worth as much even if
they are undamaged. Damaged stamps are worthless, sc if they are torn or the
perforation is damaged it isn't worth sending them in. Keep up the good work.

Please keep those contributions coming in; the deadline for the next newsletter is
March 7th. This means the newslatter can't be posted out before March 28th and
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don't start worrying until the middle of April.

Janet, Sheila, Valerie 14,/01,/90
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MARC DANIELS

We were very gorry to read in STARLOG 151 that Marc Danlels died on April 23,
1989 of congestive heart failure at St. John's Hospital in Santa Monica.

Daniels had been involved in televiaion for more than 40 years. "wWhen Star
Trek began,'* Daniels told Starlog in issue 114, "I was working on Gunsmake.
Previous to that I had directed an eplsode of QGene Roddenberry's The Lieutenant. As
- amatter of fact, I was.the one:who hired Leonard Nimoy. for that show, which:18 how.
Gene got to know him. Gene wanted to try me on Star Trek. I did the first one, and
then immediately did another without any preparation. Then, I alternated with Joe
Pavney during the second season and did one epilsode for the thirdt

Daniels directed many of the most popular segments, including The Naked Time,
The Menagerie, Space Seed, Tha Changeling and Mirror, Mirrer. In addition, he
penned the animated Star Trek episode, One of Our Planet's is Misaing,

GERD OSWALD

We ware also sorry to read in Starlog 151 of th death of Gerd Oswald on May 22,
1989 from ¢ancer.

Gerd Oswald directed the Star Trek epilsocdes Consclenc of the King and
Alternative Factor.

LATEST STAR TREK NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION ON TV Unfortunately we still have no word as to when
we can expect to see TNG on TV or which station will show it. Mike Mullen said he
heard the BBC was to start showing it in October but he forgot to say whera he heard
it.

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION — New Third Season Episodes by Karen Sparks

YEVOLUTION" Teleplay by Michael Piller, Story by Michael Piller and Michael Wagner
An experiment for Wesley's acheool project gets out of control and ultimately results
in a new life-form with the power - and a reasson — to destroy the Enterprise.

"ENSIGNS OF COMMAND! Written by Melinda M. Snodgrass

If Data can't convince a large colony of people to leave the world they have gettled
on, they will all be killed by the rightful owners of the planet — and the colony
leader won't listen to an android, and the planet's ownars won't listen to a mere
Human Captain.

"THE SURVIVORS! Wrditten by Michael Wagner

Responding to a distress call, the Enterprise discovers a planet has been devagtated
and its 11,000 colonists killed by a passing warship — but two survivors remain,
complately untouched. Troi is being tortured by ceaseless music inside her ming,
angd the powerful W&rship returns to threaten the Enterprise.

"YWHO WATCHES THE WATCHERS" Written by Richard Manning and Hans Beimler
An away team have to beam down to a world of primitive, proto-Vulcans to asaist the
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small team of hidden Federation observers. They are accldentally discovered, thus
violating the Prime Directive, and Picard has to take drastic actlon to try to put
right the damage caused to the daveloping culture.

Episodes to come; THE BONDING, BOOBY TRAP, THE ENEMY, THE PRICE, THE VENGEANCE
FACTOR, THE DEFECTOR, THE HIGH GROUND, DEJA Q, THE HUNTED.

*%

STAR TREK IN THE NEWS

compilaed by Janet Quarton

The purpose of this column is to let you know which magazines to look out for as
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers. Most
magazines are available from the book shops listed at the end of the newsletter or
in the Merchandising column. -

STAR TREX THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB MAGAZINE 71 Dacember/January 1990
!'Where No Man.." 1 page article on Cry of the Onlies and author Judy Klass.

DeForest Kelley Interasting 6 page interview with photos from coriginal series,
movies and TNG. De feels that the movies lack the close relationship Kirk and McCoy
had in the series.

YRicardo Montalban Actopr' 1 2/3 page articlae about the actor who played Khan.
VBarbara Alvn Woods Actress" 1 1/3 article about the actress who played Kareen in
the TNG epilsode, "Thae Schizoid Man'™.

MRob Bowman! 2 page article about the director of 12 TNG episcdes, including "Where
No One Has Gone Before! and "A Matter of Honor'.

STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION 10 (Starlog)

MThe Borg" 2 page article.

MRob-Bowman Directop! 8 page articlée about the director of 12 TNG eplsodes.
UTha Art of the Next Generatdon' 7 pages of sketches.

UCorey Allen Directing Farpoint Encounters" § page article. | :
Detailed transcripts of the 3rd season episodes: "Evolution', The Ensigna of
Command'!, The Survivors'" and "Who Watches the Watcher'.

STARLOG 151 February 1990

Media Log: Some Star Trek insiders have cited a new idea for a potential aixth
f£ilm. That's an existing story treatment dubbed Starfleet Academy which would focus
on the familiar Trek classic characters during their younger days. Thosa roles
would, of course, ba recast. It should be emphasized that this concept has not been
approved by Paramount executives. It's aven possible that the whole ldea is merely
a trial balloon.

"Left On Hold" 3 page artio.le on Nichelle Nichols. Of STV Nichaelle says, "This has
been the best Star Trek £ilm in terms of showing different facets of Uhura so
far.." Nichelle gives part of the credit for Uhura's higher profile to thae script.
But & liors share, she claims, goes to William Shatner.

"Bill was a wonderful director", she says. "I was not so much surprised at his
ability as his demeancur. He was warm, exciting and creative. He was more patient
than I've ever known him to be. He knew what he wanted and it was fun to watch him
get 1t

"Those scenes with Jimmy Dochan were wonderful,'" she remarks. "The flirtation
and the suggestion of a relationship were great ideas. I also liked the fact that
the question of whether something was actually going on was left for the audience's
imagination. I would like to see that relationship between Uhura and Scotty
explored further in future Star Trek films:" -

ISupyivor! 3 page article on Denise Crosby in which she discusses her fealings for
Tasha Yar.

There's one thing Denise Crosby wants to make clear: Sha may no longer bae seaen
weekly as Tasha Yar.. but she's still very much part of tha world of Star Trek.

"The show is very, very important to me. No matter what happens to me, Star
Trek will always be a strong part of my life. I didn't leave to snub my nose at
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Gene Roddenberry, the fansg, or Star Trek. In my case, I left because thera were not
enough atories for me to do.t

TV ZONE 3 Jan/Feb 1990

IStar Trek: The Next Generation 3" 1 page preview of 3rd season.
Book Reviews: "The Cry of the Onliaes'", "A Call to Darkness'.
Video Reviews: "Amok Time'!/"Who Mourns for Adonais" 33,34,

TNG Episode Guide "Coming of Age" — "The Neutral Zone',

STARBURST 138 December '89

= A write-up by Stuart Clark who seems to have enjoyed the con.
Comic Store - an article on the new Star Trek comices, both generations, According
to the writer, Gary Rusgsell, DC comics based on tha original charvacters have to ba
-8et after STV using the main seven charactars. Ha'feels this is too much of a
restriction. There is no such restriction with the TNG comies but he feals the
storles are let down by the artwork.

STARBURST 137 January 'S0
Star Trek VA Klingon with Honour 3.5 page interview with Todd Bryant who played
Captain Klaa in STV.

STARBURST YEARBOOK 1889/90

! 4 page interview with Lisabeth Shatner talking ahout
STV and her book, Captain's Log.

MStar Trek - Vovager Encounter! Ad Astra November 1989

Captain's Log, Star Date 1989: The National Spaca Society hosted 400 space
enthusiasts at two events to commemorate the historie Voyager 2 ancounter with
Neptune.

The first event was a reception on August 25th at the Californis Institute of
Technology that included Star Trek creator and NSS Board of Directors member Gene
Roddenberry, original cast members Walter Koenig, Majel Barrett, and Grace Lee
Whitney, Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin, NSS President and former Shuttle astronaut
Charlie Walker and approximataly 300 attendees. Everyone had a great tima noshing
on hors d'oeuvres, rubbing elbows with 8space greats and watching the lmages of
Neptune returning from Voyager.

The following night, August 26th, was a buffet dinnar reception for 91 on the
Paramount set of the television serles, Star Trek: the Next Generation. Almost all
of tha caat were in attendance as well as NSS Board of Governors members Buzz
Aldrin..

Hugh Downs, Charlie Walker, NSS Executive Director Lowi Garver and NASA
Assoclate Administrator for Space Sclence and Applications Lennard Fisk each spoke
to the attendees then avaryone had the opportunity to mill around the sat, taking
turns at sitting in the captain's chair and beaming themselves up.

The two events raised $50,000 for the National Space Soeclety.

UStar Trek Vets Win Our Poll" USA Today 16/6,/89

We think this is one of the polls Richard Arnold mentioned at RecCon. USA Today
held a phone poll asking readers to choose their favourite Enterprise crew. 3,127
chose the original ecrew with 1,001 plcking the TNG charactars.

Minimmaﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂi&ameh_ﬂmewmm@mﬁa The Sun 21,/10/89
Article on Lisabeth Shatner. She said she got depressed because sha was only known
as Captain Kirk's daughter and lost interest in everything except food and reading.

UStar Trekking" Nine to Five
1 1/2 page article about STV taken from Lisabeth Shatner's book Captain's Log.

STV Review Films and Filming October 189
The reviewer didn't like it.

MEnterprise Culture” Independant 27/10/89

Short article about fang attending the opening of STV at the Plaza Cinema in London.
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The Sun 13/10/89 had a version of the story we told you in the last newsletter. It
says Gary Peterson shaved his haad to look like Captain Picard and when his mother
took him to school she found that 3 of his clasamates had done the same thing.

“Trey Tritdcale! Economist Magazina 16/9/89

The article says that next year the Poles expeat to harvest 1 million hectareg -
about 20% of their careal acreage — of triticale, a crosas between whaat and rye.

The article mentions that although the producers of Star Trek saw it as the food of
the future the first attempta to make it fulfil its promise, in the 19708, flopped.
They are trying again with a new, improved strain, and it hasg caught on mainly where
soils are poor. For those who are interested triticale's father is rye and its
mothar is wheat,

"Beam Me Up. To Success, Scottie" Daily Mirrar 1,/1/90
According to this article, an academic in California, named Bill. Reinghagen,
has analysed all 79 episodes of ST and written a book linking the goings on aboard
‘the Enterprise to mansgement strategiles. . ) .
Captain Kirk is apparently a cracking managing director. Spock 18 a model of
commonsense and restraint and McCoy is a shining example to company doctorsa.
Reinshagen plans to launch his book, Lessons in-Star Trek, in Britain scon. He
admires the parfect teamwork aboard the Enterprise and the non-sexist attitudes.
But Britain's top businessmen arentt tco sure about the bock. A spokesman for
the Confederation of British Industry said: "There may be lessons in Star Trek, but
if presented in this form cur members would congider it rather bizarre.! Hae did
concade that sexual harassment aboard the Entorprise seemed to be nil, "And that
can only be a good thing.!
Similar articles appeared in the Daily Express and Daily Mail on 1/1/90
[BEd: This 1ig the first wetve heard of the book.)

UStar Trekkies Set Up an Enterprise Zone" Daily Star 7,/12/89
The article says that some ST fans in American are planning to create a community in
a ramote part of Amarica. Star Trek Town will be salf-supporting and operate on
damocratic schedules. Streets will be named after Kirk, Spock and the Enterprisa
erew. Would-be residents must be over 21, in good health and debt-free.

But not all fans are keen; one said, "These guys are the real McCoy whan 1t comes
to lunacy.t :
(Bd: ALl we can tell you about this is that there is such a group advertising in
tha ST Offictal Fan Club magarine. They are looking for mature Trekkers for 1its
formation, and saeek fans of all ages as associata members. In case any of you warl
info sand an SASE (members outsida USA enclose 2 IRCs ) to ST Commundty, Box 4389,
Cary, NC 27512, U.S.A.)

AEXEEXEREEERRXKERKKESE

MERCHANDISE

compiled by Janet Quarton

BOOXS ~

Nov TNG9 A Call to Darkness by Michael Jan Friedman Pocket Books

Dec PU7 T30 Kobayasha Maru by Julia Ecklar Pocket Books & Titan

Jan TNG@i0 A Rock and a Hard Place by Petar David Pockat Books & Titan
P1L T31L The Trallisane Confromtation by David Dvorkin Titan )

Fab PplU8 Rules of Engagement by Pater Morewood Pocket Books & Titan

Mar TNG11 Metamorphosis by Jean Lorrah Pocket Books & Titan

The TNG novel Gulliver's Fugitives by Keith Sharee, which was due for relaase, has
baen held for the moment. (info Scott Carrick)

Star Trek V: The Final Frontier Soundtrack

Spock’s World by Diane Duane is to be relessed by Pan in June 1950



VIDEOS

ARSENAL OF FREEDOM/WE'LL, ALWAYS HAVE PARIS: TNG apisodes
Due Next: )

SKIN OF EVIL/THE NEUTRAL ZONE

CONSPIRACY,/ SYMBIOSIS

Original serles tapes priced £9.99 in the shops or the same from Andromeda plus p&p.
33/34 WHO MOURNS FOR ADONAIS/AMOK TIME

35/36 DOOMSDAY MACHINE,/WOLF IN THE FOLD due January

Due Next:

37/38 CHANGELING/APPLE

39/40 MIRROR, MIRROR/DEADLY YEARS

Star Trek V: The Final Frootier Video was due to be raleased in the States cn
Dacamber 20th. :

Star Trek the Next Generation (Starlog Official Magazine Series). Issue 106 now
available. Starlog's malling date for 11 is 23/1/90 & 12 13/3,/90.

TV ZONE New bl-monthly magazine of cult television, £1.25. Issue 3 now available,
igsue I due soon.

F KKK ARARNK KKK KA KKK KNk

ACTOR INFO

complled by Janet Quarton

George Takei: Ena Glogowska tells us that George is happy with the £ilm "Blood
Oath" which he made in Australia. He says. that it 'has the sweet small of success"
about 1t, and he is pleased with his personal work in it. Other actors inelude

Jason Donovan, Bryan Brown and Terry O'Quinn. Jason Donovan {(Naighbours) plays the
role of an army private. It is described as “small but important! by publicists.
George has a moustache for his part of Takahaghi, an aristocrat Japanese officer of
a POW camp, on an island off the North coast of Australia. Gaeorge describes hiz ag
"a complex and compelling character!. Once again, George has a very brief hair
astyle. As for the £ilm '"Blood Oath", George says that it will '"ve a bombshell for
Amaricans. It's an aspect of history not very well known to many of us.. what it
points to is the senselessness of war - the tragedy and disaster", Following "Blood
Oath", George want to Japan promoting “Return from the River Kwai!!, which opened
there in October, and then he flew divect to New York for Creation Convention at the
New York Penta Hotel, Sept. 29th to Oct. 1st '89. He flew home to Los Angeles on

Oct. 2na.

Willdam Shatner was the subject of This Is Your Life on 27th December. Leonard
Nimoy wasa a gueat (the best one) and Harve Bennett was also therea.

"william Shatner! Metropolitan.
2 page interview with William Shatner in which he talks about himself, STV and takesg
the opportunity to say we must clean up the environment.

About STV William Shatner ..'does not hesitate to tell that the whole £ilm is
a very perscnal statement. What is the ultimate message? '*That God exists not on
the outside but inside, in our hearts.! "I'mm a Jew but I do not believe in the
Jewish or the Christian God - I believe in the good insjde. I do know that we are
all afraid of dying.. we are all afraid of loneliness. Those are universal truths.
Are you séared? I'm scared. That's also what the moviae is about.'

When asked 1f he has any fears about belng in the limelight after a 22-year old
actreas was killed by a fan who was obsgessed with her, 'William Shatner admits that
he lives with that same fear and he is only half-kidding when he points out that he
breeds Doberman dogs. He also admits that he does hava a gun in the house but hopes
never to have the occasion to use 1t. '"In spite of 1t all, the craziness that goas
on, one has to keep 1iving. I do refuse to hide behind thick walls or walk around
with a bodyguard. But it is scary. I have had threataning letters, threats of
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kidnapping my children, people who have aworn to kill me, strange information given
to certain newspapers and so on. I guess that is all the price you pay for all you
get when you achieve the kind of success and fame you starved yourself and worked so
hard to gatM

" ! Dailly Exprasa 6/1,/90

According to the article William Shatner 1s being sued by Eve-Marie Friedrick.
She accusges Shatner of breach of contract, fraud, and intentional infliction of
emotional distress. Shatner says her allegations are totally unfounded.
The Daily Madil and The Sun printed similar articles on B/1/90.

Leonard Nimoy: According to Screen Internationsl 1/12/89 Leonard Nimoy directs
Farrah Fawcett and Gena Wildar in New York Times for Paramount.

Patrick Stewart:
John Barton's "RSC in Playing Shakespeare" to which Patrick Stewart contributes in
several chapters has been reprinted in paperback by Methven, price £6.99.

Patrick Stewart was a guest at an Orlando Convention on November 19th & 20th. Vieky
Walters reports on some of his talk in the Novembers newsletter of Star Trekkers
ACO. We're sure she won't mind us sharing some of her article with you.

"When asked who his favourita poet is, Mr. Stewart replied, 'John Clair' and
proceeded to quote part of a poem. "I am, yet who knows that I am and who careg?
Mr Stewart later related that he reads prose and poetry as a way to relax and
refresh after a worn day. How did he put it — "read two poems and call me in the
morning.."? : T

~. He also told us the book in the glass case displayed in the Captain's
quartars is the "Complete Works of William Shakespeare'. The pages are changed with
no pattern that he can discern - but at times thare ara pletures of some of his
close friends appearing here and there. Further conversation revealed that he also
thinks that William Shakespeare is the writer of Shakespearian works for all the
reasons gquotaed him that Mr. Shakespearae couldn't have been. Mr. Stewart bases this
on his own life experience. Sharing with us his past from his childhood stages up
he gives his own life as an example - stating that somecne locking at him now would
say he could not have come from the orlgins he did. Considerable food for thought
and a somewhat winning argument.

~Mr. Stewart also displayed the British humour and way of sealng things as he
suggested that he'd 1ike to see & Ferengi on board the Enterprise as part of the
craw. He thought the Ferengil would be especially suited for a poaition in the
supply room."

Diane Duane madae a guest appearance on the "Tomorrow's World Christmas Quiz" on the
19th December. She mentioned being a nurse.

Diana Muldaur: According to TV Zone 3 she is now a ragular in L A Law.

Cheers ag Star Kicks Druga! Star 29/12/89

Cheers star Kirstie Alley has beaten her £300-a-weaek addiction to the killer
drug cocaine. And now the TV beauty is dedicating herself to helping kids fight the
coke horror.

"I snorted it because I couldn't confront ldife," sald the 33~year-old actress.
Kirstie turned to coke aftaer appearing in Star Trek II, but beat addiction with
tough therapy. She now plansg to atart a familly with actor-husband Parker Stevenson.

EEXXKEEX

NICHELLE NICHOLS

Uhura — before 1968 most of us had never heard the word, much less had known it
was the feminine version of the Swahili Uhuru, meaning 'freedom!. A more
appropriate name was never conceilved for the character, or the person who so aptly
filled the role.
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Nichelle Nichols was born in Robbinsg, I1linois (a suburb south of Chicago),
where her father served both as a magistrate and mayor. She entered the world on
Decembw:+ 28, her family boasting Egyptian, Ethioplan, Moor, Spanish, Welsh, and
Cherckau Indian ancestry. Parhaps it was Ma. Nichols' international heritage which
helped up.all her destiny long before she was born.

AL niza 16 Nichelle began her career with Duke Ellington with a ballet of her
awn erantion. Later she sang with his band before going on to parform in such
product lons as "Tha Blacks" and "Kicks and Company', for which she was twice
nominatad tor the Sarah Siddons Award for Best Actress of the Year.

Slness that time Ms. Nichols has performed with such well-known arvtists as Sammy
Davig, Jr., James Garner, Sandra Dee, and Ann-Margarat in the early film experiences
Mpopgy und. Beas!, "Mr. Buddwing', "Doctors.You've -Got To Be Kidding', and "Maid in
Parig', raspactively. All of them were MGM productions, through which she met Gene
Roddoentwirry, .

Nichelle firat worked with Mr. Roddenberry in the TV series "The Lieutenant®,
which ha aereated and wrote. Interestingly, when it came time to try out for the
foemale lead in his science fiction seriles, there was no part for her to read, since
Uhurn wax currently in rewrite, so she had to read Mr. Spock's part! When she
finiahed nomeona quipped, "Call down to personnel to see if Leonard Nimoy has signed
hig contract yet.! Needless to say, Mr. Roddenberry signed her on as female lead in
hig nowly-created series, "Star Trek™. In a time when women and minorities werve
withheld trom key TV appearances, har lead role in "Star Trek'' was unprecedented,
but she soon made a whole new audlence coms to know and love her in the part of
communlcations offlcer aboard the Enterprise.

Lltre was not always parfect on the Star Trek set, however. Ms. Nichols was
golng to quit after the second gseason because substantial dialogue and meaty parts
in tha orlginal seripts were congistently being cut out, leaving her iterating
"Haillng frequancies open'' over and over again. Roddenberry was instrumental in
persunding her to stay on for the third and final season. "Thinga did get a little
betta'” raecalls Nichelle, "..with "Plato's Stepchildrent (9,/68) and same of the
other eplsodest!

71 wan the demand for Nichelle's public appearances at Star Trek conventions
which Introduced her parsonsally, through a long-range plans prasentation, to NASA.
Her lntarest was not merely a pasging fancy. Msa. Nichols soon found herself touring
tha Amen Space Centre in California where she was invited by sclentists to fly an
eight-hour mission on the Kulper C-141 Astronomical Observatory (the mission was to
study tho stmospheres of Saturn and Mars). Soon after this she was invited to watch
the Viking soft-land on Mars. During her visits, Nichelle was amazed how many
peopla, whother guards, sclentists, engineers or administrators, sdnitted they were
Trak rang. But perhaps her most memorable experience was when she observed, as an
honourad guest, the roll-out of a prototype space shuttle at Edwards Air Force Basge.
This prototype was named, appropriately, tha "Entarprise", its namesake a well-known
gpace shlp of the future. After several more tours of the Space Flight Center and
Houstan'u Misslon Control, Uhura's statement: "This isn't reality; this is fantosyh
takas on a whole new meaning!

Nichealle was appointed to the Board of Directors of the National Space
Institute, where she soon pointed out that there was a need for more women and
minovitles in the space program (NS.IL speech, Washington, D.C.. When NASA
officialn heard the speech, they askad her to join thelr astronaut recrultment
program. 'Through her own consultant firm, Women In Motion, Ine.,, Ms, Nichols has
been itnutrumental in bringing minorities and women into the astronaut program. When
Mg. Nichola first becama involved with the program, NASA had 1,500 applications,

Six manths latar that figure had increased to 8,000. This was not due sclely to the
conauliant £firm's efforts, elther. "I did a lot of travelling, speaking at
univeyrulties, to profesaional and minority and womean's groups, sometimes just to one
person [ tfound to be a particularly good prospect.. I really had this sense of
purposs about 1t myself.'. With such convictlon and determination, we can readily
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gea the driving force bahind communications officer Uhurat

In what could well be dafined as the perfect statement of Ms. Nichols' talents
and goals, ahe produced, directed and starred in a f£iim for the Smithsonian
Institute's Nationel Air and Space Museum, entitled "What's In It For Ma?", which
includes two of her original musical compositions.

A waman of many talents, Nichelle lends her time.to endeavours other than the
gpace program. With co;-au_i:hor and agent Jim Meecham, sha created.an oparetta
entitled "Mein Vien" for a Vienna opera company, has starred in the theatre
production of "The Italian-American Reconciliation® in Los Angeles, continues to
sarve as national spokesperson for American Brain Care and Recovery Foundation and,
in her 'spare time!, writes, records, and conducts promotional tours. She has
recently performed in the Kansas City stage production of "Horowitz and Mrg,
Washington".

Uhura — a parson born of the imagination who grew into someone and scmething
biggar than life. Chief communications officer, warrior, peacemaker, singexn,
dancer, romantic, dutiful, dependabla. A multi—faceted individual, she was the only
human on boa.rd the Enterprise who had learned to play the Vulcan lyre, and the only
woman who had the freedam to sing a song to tease M. Spock* and have him smile at
har for her cheek!

Nichelle’ N;_'Lchola — a person born in the suburbs of Chicago who came to.be known
internationally as poet, dancer, spokesparson, actor, recrulter, writer, go—gattar.

"A11 I wanted to do was to be an actress and a singer, and an antertainer, and
Yo travel all over the world and entertain people,”" she has said. She has done just
that, and more. As Nichelle, she has pointed the way of exploration of ocur solar
system and beyond for women and minorities. As Uhura, she has already taken us to
the stars.

Profile by Marcia Pecor

* Charlde X

Sources: Floraence Butlar, FONN fan club; The Star Trek Interview Book; Star Trek
Movie Handbooksa. |

If you would like more information on Ms Nicholst current endeavours, write to Jim
Meacham, aR-WAY PRODUCTIONS, 22647 Ventura Blvd. No. 121, Woodland Hills, CA 9135,
US.A.

EXXEXREER KRR ERA XK KKK

BRENT SPINER

Brent was born and raised in Houston, Texas. He was a teenage £ilm buff,
seeing 3 £ilms a day between the ages of 11 and 15, and could quote lines and cast
lists from them. He always wanted to be an actor, and credits a brilliant high
school teacher named Cecil Pickett for recognising and nurturing his acting
potential.

Brent is a veteran of the New York stage, having appeared in the Broadway
musicals Sunday 4n the Park With George, The Three Musketeers and The Big River
(based on the story of Huckleberry Finn), and in off-Broadway productions of The
Saagull and Little Shop of Horrors. He also acted in his own one-man play, Tha
Greenes.

He moved to L.A. in 1984. He hasg appearad in the £ilms Rent Confrol and Woody
Allen's Stardust Memories. His T.V. movie credits include Manhunt for Claudae Dallas
and playing a deposition attorney in Crima of Innocence. He has guest-starred on a
number of T.V. series including Cheers, The Tuwilight Zone (eplsode antitled Deaq
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Run'), Tha Dain Curse, Robert Kennedy and His Times, Hill Street Blues, Night Court,
Hunter (episode entitled 'The Contract") and a Tales From the Darkside episode 'A
Case of the Stubborns' in which he plays a minister.

During early preparations for ST:TNG, Brent was subjected to 24 make-~-up tests
over 3 days by Michael Westmore before f£inally settling on the now familiar
opalescent gold, which takes over an hour to apply. He says one of the most
difficult parts of playing Data i3 the formality of his language —~ no contractions
of words or pauses in speech. He declares that what he will be remeaembered for most
is his expertise in reacting convincingly to a blue screen over which speclal
effects will later be added - a technique which his fellow cagt-members have named
'Spining' after him!

Profile by Karen Sparks

Sources: Paramount, Starlog, S.T. Official N/L, Empathy, Who Was That Masked Man?.

P.8. And now for the feeble excuses... Brent Spiner's reticence about hig personal
life (protecting a privacy to which he is, of course, antitled) has become legendary
in fandom. The meagre facts above have been gleaned carefully from various
published interviews in which he talks almast axclusively about the character he
plays and never about himselr.

HFAKK FHFAXRRK KL KX

WILLIAM SHATNER ON 'THIS IS YOUR LIFE' 27/12/89

by Karen Sparks

The show opened with Michaael Aspel wandering around Universal Studios, dropping
large hints about who his intended 'vietim' was. He tracked Bill down on the bridge
set of the Star Trek Adventure set, whare he wag supposedly expecting to be
interviewed. Bill laughed when Aspel explained his mission and accused him of
stealing the idea for the show from American T.V.i

In the studio, Aspel thanked Harve Bennett, who was already there waiting, for
his help in keeping the secret. First was shown the shuttle crashing scens from
Star Trek V, and then a salection of Kirk scenes from the seriles, mostly of him
fighting, or kissing women, and at the end, Bill grinned and said, '"Yeah, that's my
lifef” Next s scene from 7.J. Hooker was shown from the episode in which hia wife,
Marcy Lafferty, guest starred. She was the first guest on, and related the story of
how they met while they were both working on The Andersonuvillae Trial. The next
guests ware 2 of his daughters, Lisabeth and Lesley, who both appeared in the
aplsode ™iri' at the tender ages of 5 and 8. They said their father had got them
the parts to show them how tough acting was, and it succassfully put them both off
it as a career. Hig third daughter Melanie, who is an actress, cama on after a
brief clip of her as the yeoman on the Enterprise bridge in Star Trek UV was shown.
The next guest was Dr Jason Hilldard, now a Professor of Paychiatry, but formerly a
fellow counsellor at a children's camp with Bill in the days of their youth. He
persuaded Bill to do an impromptu rendition of a 'Mad Professgor! gketeh which had
been popular with the kids. When he'd done it, B411 said, "This is my life, making
an idiot of myself!" Then there was a recorded message fram Julde Harris, with whom
he had co-starred in the staga play 4 Shot 4n the Dark. A clip was shown of Bill
acting with Spencer Tracy in Judgement at Nuremburg.

At last came the person we'd all been waiting for in the shape of Leonard
Nimoy. He came on, holding his arms protectively in front of him, pleading, "Don't
kiss me!" but Bill ignored his protests and kissed him anyway! Leonard complained,
"Why do people say all thesae nice things about him? - he's a terrible man, a cruel
man!"! and went on to accuse Bill of having owed him a bicyecla for 23 yearst Bill
admitted the crime, and Lacnard related the tale of how Bill used to hide Leonard's
bike in a different place every day on the studic lot while they were making Star
Trek. Shatner wag in fits of laughter throughout Leonard's tale of woa, and they
exchanged a warm hug before Lecnard sat down, and then Bill complained that everyone
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on stage wasg &" taller than he was.

Anothar cllp from T.J. Hooker was shown, and fellow stars Richard Hurd and
Adrian Zmed (who I used to fancy like mad, but that's snother story!) came on,
raelating tales of Bill's expert high speed driving. There wasa also a taped message
from Héather Locklear.

Bill's wonderful 'scope' — thead honcho! scane fram Ailrplana II'was shown.
This was followed by a taped message from hils partner Donna Moore at his horse
breading farm in Kentucky, holding his beautliful black quarter horse champion
ptallion, Sultan's Great Day. Tha last guest was his son-in-law with his 20 month
old grandson who looked rather ovarwhelmed by the whole evant!

Of course 1t was a great dissppolntment that none of the other Star Trek actors
ware present, but the show only lasted just over 20 minutes, and Leonard was
brilliant! Tt was fun to watch and I think Bill withstood the inevitable
embarrassmant thia show causes with humour and good grace.

EAKAEKEKERER KRR RRRAK

POSTBAG

Pleasa send in your lettars of comment and discuseion for this section — the more
the merrier. If posaible could you word your letter for printing or at least
indicate that it is meant for the n/L

Carolynn Taylor: -

I loved Star Trek V. Of course, there ware weaknesses, but the strengths far
outweighed them. The emphasis on the characters was what I liked, the interactions
between Kirk and Spock while poor McCoy revolves around them, Mr. Scott's phlegmatic
Scot, 8o dry, so humorous! It was like an original episcde remade into a f£ilm.
Kirk's conviction hefll die alone, Spock standing behind his Vulcah persona — "Not
in front of the Klingonsa.! Beautiful.

About zines - it's funny, scme authors captura my concept of Spock and Kirk
exactly -~ others just don't. These storiea can be better written, more
sclantifically correct, and still 1t's not Kirk and Spock. There has to ba the —
how shall I put it? -~ the inability for one to survive without the other. The
psychic link is central to their characters; they are like the two sides of the same
coin - so different but from the same mould. Any author who doesn't see this tends
to lose my interest. It's not bad writing as such, it's just they haven't seen
things the way I do.

Alleen Trvipe:

I enjoy the newsletters because of the mixture of 0ld and new Trek. Although
my medn interest 1s still the original series I like to hear how the naw show is
developing.

Janet Ellicotts

Re zines: option (b) (choose the zine on the basis of which characters the
story is about). I thought "Link!' was the best Star Trek (elther kind) story I'd
read in a long time. If it been put in an ''old" Star Trek zine, then a lot of
people wouldn't have understood becausa they hadn't seen the relevant epilsode of
ST:TNG and I probably wouldn't have bought the zina. Whilst I like "erogsovar!

* stories, I'm not in favour of an aentire zine of crossovers so that is definitaly my
least favourite option.

I'm all in favour of IDIC sponsoring a guilde dog.

Sandie Cavless:

I think sponsoring the training of a gulde dog is a brilliant idea, whether or
not the GDA accepts the offered German Shephard pup. Just tell us what wa have to
do! Or let us dream up some fund-ralsing activities.
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Lorie Johnson:

I just got my first issue of the IDIC newslatter so I've come in in the middle
of things. Still, it's nice to see some lively discuassion on the different facets
of Star Trek!

Concerning STV, well it could have been done better, but 1t wasa still a fun
romp. Bones stole every scens he was in - as usual. I'm hearing rumblings of a
STVI - but so fap, that's just rumours.

For Next Genaration fans the general consensus among my US friends is that this
geason is much better than the last. All the Picard/Crusher fans are still walting
for SOMETHING to happen - anything! Can you imagine - Jean-Luc Picard has managed
to go three years with just orne peck on tha cheek from an old flame to show for itt
JTK must be spinning at this legacyt Still, I ldke Picard because he's NOT a
gkirt-chaser... but 3 years???

I'd enjoy hearing some faedback on the Pilcard-Crusher situation — how do you
think it should go? Should they remain 'just friends! op get involved?

Does anyone know when (if ever) ST:TNG will be shown on British telavision?
(Bd: I wish we 44427

Concerning the ABC mini-series about the Challenger, 1f 1t's tastefully done, I
say go for it. TV always amplifies and exaggarates, and, I'm sure this won't be an
exception. I ecan understand the relatives being upset - they're planning to do the
same thing with the late Pan-Am Flight 103 and therels a blg fuss about that, too.

There will always be loss assoclated with space travel. But 1f you look at the
TNG 3rd season episcde "Ensigns of Command! — note the name of Data's shuttle. It's
the Onizuka,

Concerning Dr. Pulaski — I can't speak for all American fana but the genaral
consengus was that they didn't care for the way she plckad on Data. I think the
writers ware trying (and f£ailing to recrsate the McCoy/Spock rivalry. The problem
is that Data is essentlally a child-like character for all his vast intelligencs,
and Pulaski's snipes were akin to kicking a puppy. (Spock was not an innocent and
that's why McCoy got away with it) We never did find out why Pulaskl disliked
Data.

As the season wore on, it was revealed that Picard didn't care for her, alther.
That was also not explored, but it could have stemmed from her treatment of Data,
who seems to be Picard's 'secrat' son! (Or maybe he missed Bevt)

Despite all the carping, I had a grudging admiration for Pulaskl She was
abrasive, but with all the almost too-nice characters on that ship, sha was rathar
rafreshing. I'11l miss her — and I hope she'll drop in to ruffle Picard's feathers
occaglionallyt

Karen Savage:

I still haven't seen any of TNG (we never hire any VHS tapes out!) but am
keeping an open mind.. A lot of the opinions I've read seem to reflect what I
think. I do like Patrick Stewart — I especially remember him as Sejanus in I,
Claudius — co-ineidence perhaps that a leading Romulan in a story review you did was
called this?? (Ed: Saefanus 1in "The Captain's Hornour'" was a Roman Centurion - a
descendant of the "Romans” in "Bread and Clrcuseas!)

I notice that someone liked "Double, Double". I must be honest that I wasn't
impressad, but aid anyone notice the U.S.S. Hood changing her name all the way
through? I was confused to say the least! I've noticed that a lot of Trek novels
seem to be all action no relationships/character interplay or vice-versa - it's very
rare to £ind one with a balance of both. My favourite ls "Uhura's Song!" I think.

Do Mss Culbreath and Marshak ever get bored with having Captain Kirk scrambling
around with no clothes on and getting tortured? I was vary disappointed with
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""Triangle' - it was a promising idea but degenerated to the usual '"Let's beat Kirk
up and see 1f Spock will rescue him whilst delving deep into the emotions of both.!

Ancther thing I dislike in saveral novels is the 'humanisation' of Klingons.
They are an alien species and some authors still treat them the lika Mexican bandits
they used to look likeft '"Tears of the Singers'" by M. Snodgrass was a digappointing
beok too, it seemed to be a tale about the brutal killing of seal ptps for their fur
with good guys and bad guys. Although I agree wilth her views — to creata a spacies
on an slien planat so analogous to seals seems s mistake. (An excellant novel which
succeeds in this premise of man's exploitation of other speciaes is "The Word for
World is Forest" by Ursula Le Guin ~ if anyone is interested!)

I think sponsoring a gulde dog is a good idea.

Gloria Fry:

Although an admirer of Star Trek since the moment I saw it on the BBC in the
late sixties, and I have watched it through the various re—runs over the last 20
vearsll I was still not prepared for the sheer quallty of it, since I have started
to eollect it on video. Everyone now knows what to buy me for birthdays etc.t

Samehow, 1t seems fraesher and clearer than ever — perhaps minug the jumps that
seemed to be in the BBC coples. The quality of the acting is outstanding, the
stories, the charactars and their relationships, the atmosphere is so beliavable.

I have seen soma of the Next Generation on video, and apart from Patrick
Stewart, the speclal effects and some of the ideas in it, I can't see it goes
anywhere near the old series. I think it is mainly to do with the actors. Parhapa
it 1s because Patrick Stewart is such a fine actor, the others are shown up so
badly. Some can hardly talk in a clear fashion, and all sound so Amerdcan. I think
Data to be the best of the other actors. Thae original crew have all got beautiful
speaking volces, clear, diffarently accented. Perhaps it's just the differance
between stage trained actors, and TV trained actors. I dontt know.

1 very much enjoyed the movie — although I must admit that I found it to be
very disjointed at the beginning. Perhaps that was due to the cuts made. The
dislogua was wonderful, and the situations were excellent, but I wish the plot had
been batter. It was very well acted, and the humour was very funny.

We went to see 1t in the Cannon cinema a week after it opened, and ware
disappointed to see it so empty. "The Voyage Home' was full when we gaw that, also
a weaek after opening. I can't really understand the reasons for STV not doing an
well, especially after the success of the previous £ilm.

If there 1s a sixth £ilm I would like to see them doing "The Entrophy Effect!
or "Yesterday's Son" or one of the other 'better' novals.

Scme of the novels are pretty pathetic, yet others rank amongst the best of
sclance fiction. I have just finished the novel "Double, Double" by Michael Jan
Friedman. Although it was an intaresting read, I feel it was badly done.

Perhaps as a reader of sclence fiction since the early sixties and a particular
fan of Isaac Asimov I found the old hoary theme (which he more or less banished) of
robots turning on their Humans rather tedious. Has Mr. Friedman naever heard of the
three laws of Robotics. Most SF. writers adhere to them in some way.

That aside, Kirk had so many injuries, which he got over sc fast. The andraid

Kirk fooled Spock for far too long, and the various original characters had no dapth
to them.

It always amazes me how Vonda McIntyre, gets all the Trek characters, plus
supplies original 'real! characters and all their feelings, and interrelates them
wilth Kirk, Spock, Sulu ete.
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I recently re-read "The Entrophy Effect", and once again was horrified by
Kirk's death scena. The first time I read it, I got such a jJolt I was churned up
for hours. This time I had an almost similar effect aven though I knew it was
coming. It was written so graphically. I think it is ona of the most affactivae
pleces of writing I have aver read.

There is good precedant for putting 'Beam me up, Scotty' into Bartlett's aven
if it was never actually said. Sherlock Holmes never actually said 'Elementary, my
dear Watson'. He said 'Elementary’ once, in response to Watson's '‘Amazing!', and he
called his friend 'my dear Watson' quite often, but never the two things at oncae.

Re the quote from William Shatner - too 0ld to ba credible as an action hero
and romantic lead any more, that's too old for what. Parhaps if WS had consulted
Gene Roddenberry he might have heard that there is a mandatory age for pilots; as
your reflexes and eyesight begin to go and parsonally I wouldn't want to be flown by
anyone defective in either area. As for the 'Chat' quote, I would hate to see Star
Trek become as ridiculous as Dixon of Dock Green, where the doddering and arthritic
Jack Warner was still supposed to be in the polica force when he was about 26§ Years
past 1tg madatory retirement age. (Janet: T rather liked Dixon.]

I £ail to comprehend Robert Flatters' premise. He seems to be saying that
because STV was Shatner's first attempt at directing anyone who has criticised it
should instead praise it fulsomely. If nobody criticises a first effort how is the
perscen who made 1t to learn what he did wrong, and do better the next time as a
result?

I didn't like the £ilm. It was too salf-indulgent, too many in-jokes crept in,
and bits of it (Uhura's exhibition, the campfire songs) revolted me. If I had been
a person who has never geen Star Trek on television and went to sea this out of
curiogity I don't think I would have wanted to know any more about it. One purpose
of the £ilms should ba to attract new, young fans to the original series.

I have not long returned from a visit to the USA. I got to the Universal
Studio tour, and went to the Star Trek Adventure. I could have been an engineer,
but what can you do when your rival for the part is about 6 and his lower 1lip is
beginning to tremble when it looks as if your Scottish accent might carry the day.
Though God knows why it should, as the engineers don't speak. All I could do was
resign gracefully. I don't quite see why three powerful alien telepaths should
dress in identical blue spangled robes and make gestures that put you in mind of the
Three Degrees with thelr soundtrack cut-off - it didn't seem very dignified -~ but we
had a superb Klingon Captain, ripping his subordinates arm off with relish. Tt was
quite amusing. I have to say that on a pure entertainment basis the Miami Vice and
Conan shows are better. (Big lad they had playing Conan). They have really
spectacular effects, and none of the rather irritating waits while the finished
product is put together. The high point was the tour itself - no Trek there (you do
gat eaten by a Cylon ship) but the ‘earthquakaea!, 'avalanche' and ‘King Kong!
segments are all superb. You even smell the bananas on Kong's breath. The Red Sea
was a bit of a disappointment - only about shoulder deep.

Denlse Parker:

I would very much like to address the igsue brought up by Ms. Placentinl in N/L
7. Personally I don't understand how she can call Beverly Crusher a "wimp™ I
grant her that Pulaski was indeed fun, but as time went on the character geemed to
bacome pitifully like a child starving for attention. Now I understand that many
would not agree with me on that point, but that is what camae acrosgs to me.

I find Beverly Crusher vary intrigulng and I long to know more about her; her
past. Whereas with Pulaski — ghe was fun for a time, but after a while she got down
— right annoying. Beverly has many levels, many mysteries, many dimengions. Baverly
is many different paopla.

1) She is a mother. No aasy task, let alone doing it by yourself and on a
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starship, on top of 1t all. Wesley lan't turning out too bad -~ so sha must be doing
something right in that area. Now that she is back after being gona for a year,
things are going to change. But things will work out.

2) She is a professional. She must be pretty good, one of the best in fact.
Otharwise how do you explain her job as CMO on the Enterprise and her later
promotion to the Head of Starfleet Medical? Why, you may ask yourself, did she come
back? I personally think that she couldn't stand missing so much of Weslay's
growing up - and she also realised that socon he would be setting out on his own -
and she would have lost that time. I also think that Jean Luc may have had a little
to do with it ~ but that's a totally different tangent.

3) Highly intelligent. We know thia by the fact that by the time ghe wasg in
her mid 40s she had not only accomplished being CMO of Starfleat's £lag ship, the
Enterprise — but also bacame CMO of Starfleet Medical.

4) Counselor - Anyone who is a mother knows that comes with the job - but she
1 also the kind of loving person to those around her. Jean Lue uses her ag well ag
Counselor Troi, usually for different reasgons.

5) A goed friend - she is the type that is always there — this category goes
along with no. 4. I f£ind that Bev 1s only alone when she makes a conscious effort
to be - there always seems to be somecne around her, asking advice, giving advice,
or just hanging around.

6) A survivor - We really got glimpsesof this in "The Arsenal M eplaode. She
talked of the planet she grew up on and the path of gurvival her grandmother taught
her — holistic medicine. She was also able to go on very well despite the tragile
death of her husband.

. 7) Most important point - she is very much a woman. She doesn't let all of the
other tasks, attributes, and responsibilities dampen that. She shows that a woman
can be in control and have other responsibilities and still bea beautiful and
vibrant.

Dr Beverly Crusher is many things — least of all a "wimp" or weak. I'll grant
you there are many questions which need to be answered about her. But that is part
of her charm. The mystery is what keeps us all coming back for more — that's why I
gueas I enjoy watching her. The spirit of Dr. Crusher is one which T very much like
to see in those around me, and in myself. The love, kindness, genarosity,
competerce, raspansibility. She's funny, intelligent, romantic, with the ability to
be human - with human strengths and weaknesses, and the honesty to be responsible
for both. This is what I look for in myself and don't see nearly encugh of 1t.

I am truly sorry that there are many cut there who only see her weaknesses —
it's a pity because she has sc many wonderful strengthe. As I bid Pulaski farewell
— for she dld wonderfully - and Diana Muldaur was superb — I do have to say, with a
aigh of relief, it sure is nice to have Dr. Crusher back. I'd also like to tell
G@ates McFadden; you're wonderful., Keep up the good work, and keep pushing for more
revealing stories about Beverly.

N

In IDIC 6 I was most interested in the plece reporting Richard Arnold's talks
at Ree-Con '89. One point in particular caught my eye since it directly
contradicted information given me by a colleague across the pond back in July. This
colleague 18 not into Trek, but knows I am. Therefore I traced the USA Today poll
down for pure interest sake. It would appear from reading it that Mr, Arncld ias
becaming extremely economical with the trutht

Having watched said gentleman being slapped down twice by fellow guests for
misinformation at MIDCON in November, ig it now a case of (to borrow a 1ine from
Disraell) "The gentleman is intoxicated with the exuberance of his own verbosgityne
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(Welva quoted the USA Today articla Barbara sent in the ST In the News Section.
The article is about a poll asking readers to choose thaeir favourite charactarsa
and Richard did say tha original characters,won out. However ha also mentioned
another category asking whethar they should keep making bhe ST movies with the
original cagt or start making them with the new characters and that new
characters won thig one. We wonder 1f 14t was a different poll although Barbara
couldn't traca it.)

Maria Muhlman;

What I can't understand is why our crew even mentilon their age so much. The
new Captain is every day as old as Kirk and Spock and he shows it. Why mention one
and not the other? Why does the original crew have to defend itself? The original
ST wasg the phenomenon, 1t was the unbelievable chemistry and charm that could be
understood all over the world. Kirk had all the authority and respect due him, but
there was also camaraderie, lightness and.. the Triad, which has never been found
anywhere. This is also why I like STV s0 much. It is like an enlarged original
eplsode. And why camplain about the humour? Do people who are thrown togather on
one ship for years forgo humour?

Sandie Cavlesa:
I think sponsoring the training of a gulde dog la a brilliant idea, wheather or

not the GDA accepts tha offered German Shepherd pup. Just tell us what wa have to

do! Or let us dream up some fund-raiging activities. [Ed: See our letter on page 17

lap Ferguay:
Please keep the quizzes and arosswords - and everything else as it is!

Lori Scott:

I just received my £lrat copy of the IDIC newsletter and I love 1t! There are
many differences batween British and American Trekkers though. For instance, many
fans over here love Gates McFadden and weren't fond of Star Trek V. It's nice to
get different opinions on things.

Ag far as the problem with cross-series gtories is concerned, I think it would
be a good idea to have a separate zine just for them. It would be nice to gee how
different authors handle the meeting of characters from both series.

Antje Freudenberg wanted to know when Brent Spiner was born. Well his birthday
is on February 2nd but I'm not sure of the year. It may be 1956. There is a club
over here called The Friends of Brant Spiner and Patrick Stewart. At the mament it
is a free club but that may change in the near future. Anyone interested can write
to: Friends of Brant Spiner and Patrick Stewart, ¢/o Dana Brewer, Rt. 1 Box U490,
Frost, Texas 76611, US.A. [Ed: Please encloge a SASE; non-US members an SAE plus
two IRCs.J

Now I have a question of my ownj was the TV mini-series or regular series,
Scomething is Out There, shown in Britain? If so I would love to hear from anyone
who liked the show, (See Friendship colwnn for addregsl

Sue Embury:

I have been followlng with interest the discussion about TNG. It does seem to
improve as the series progresses. Even the humour, which I thought fell flat early
on, seems to plek up later. A high proportion of the eplscdes T've seen plunge into
quite deep philosophdcal waters too, which 1s of course in the best Trek tradition.

I still don't see any relationships developing comparable to those in the old

series, and I wholeheartedly agree with Ray Dowsaett's explanation of this

phenomenon. Really I would be surprised if the old Kirk,/Spock/McCoy understanding
was equalled, let alone mimicked. I always belleved that the old series was special
because of the exceptional way the three main characters interacted - a relationship
which developed presumably because of inspired craeativity by Gane Roddenberry, aided
by elther brilliant or fortultous casting of the principal actors. To hilt the same
peak of achievament a gecond time would either dafy the laws of probabllity, or else
mean that there was nothing so exceptional about the first success after all. I
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think the declsion to go for something rathar different was very prudent, and, on
the whole, has paild off remarkably well

I especlally approve the creation of Data, whose character holds a mirror to
Spock without actually imitating him. Spock is a hard act to £ollow, but I think
Data succeeds pretty well.

I agreae with Pat Mitchell that Picard's astyle of command is much more
realistic, but Jamas T. Kirk wouldn't take to it very readily would he? The
atmosphare on the TNG bridge is businesslike. In the old series I often had the
sense that the whole crew was running on adrenalin and McCoy's stimulantst Talking
of the bridge I must beg to differ with Elaine McCua about the realism there. Tt
reminds me of a coffee lounge! Oh well, each to his own. Seriously though, minor
niggles aside, I've been looking forward to getting a regular ST fix when TNG
eventually hits our TV screens, but I'm beginning to wonder if that's ever going to
happen.

In response to Suzanne Shalabils' comments on my antimatter piece, I must make
it clesr straight away that I'm no astrophysicist and none of the ideas expressad
were my own. The whole thing was a precis of a New Scilentist article which I
detalled in the first paragraph. For those who are not familiar with New Scientist
parhaps I should give it a bit of a plug. It's a weekly sclence news magazine,
widely read in gelence cireles, and is a good way of keeping abreast of latest
developments in all sclentific flelds. Although the article I resumed was very much
a speculative piece, 1t was based on current understanding of matter—antimatter
reactions — which are at the present time being studied in particle colliders -
built at vast axpense by some of the world's richer countries. As I understand it,
there 18 no fundamentel reason why antimatter engines could not be developed 1f the
necessary regources were svallabla. Whether or not the Human race will be in a
pogdtion to divert precious resources to such a project is ancther question.

In these exciting times we 1ive in, with political ideclogies changing, and at
last an end to the cold war, perhaps we may lock forward to increased co-operation
between natlons. Surely it.is time for glasnost and perestroika on a global scale,
1f mankind 18 going to avert potentlal ecological disaster and look forward to a
secure and productive future.

I like to think that the exchange of views in the IDIC newsletter is a small
example of free communication, especially as there are several ovarseas members
contributing. We hear from them how a familiar story or character can be changed by
simple mistranslation or deliberate editing. Perhaps there is a lesson here in tha
importance of accurate communication. I think thanks and congratulations are due
the IDIC committee, for making such a success of the newsletter.

Helen White:

Did you see Diane Duane on the Tomorrow's World Christmas Quiz? She was on the
guest panel with Douglas Adams (as in Hitch-hikers' Guide) and a female astronomer
whose name I've forgottan. They didn't do very well at all: they were gsoundly
beatan by the studio audiencet

Also, Bill Shatner was on This is Your Life on Wednesday (27th Dec). I really
enjoyed 1t, despite tha fact that Kirk is one of my least favourlte characters.
[See Karen's report]

Now; here are a couple of jokes:

Q. What kaeeps the Enterprise going? A. Spock plugs (asrgh!) (From January's
Readers' Digast)

Q. What disease do Vulcans get? A. Chicken Spocks (double aarght) (From a
children's book - I don't remember the title.)

While I'm on the subject of jokes, my favourite jokes are the flight pulb ones
(how many *¥*¥* does it take to change a light bulb?) One of the best of thasge i
one that I found in Bjo Trimble's book, Aboard the Good Ship Enterprise,
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Q. How many Klingons does it take to seraw in a light bulb?
A. Only two ~ but they have to be very smallt

Now, onto the subject of STV, and the letters in the last /1. I felt that
cartain comments were rathaer harsh, but re-reading my own letter, maybe I toc was a
bit 'strong' in my criticism. Anyway, I'd like to point out that when I go to sea a
£ilm (and this means any £ilm, not just Trek) I expect the affects to be
unobtrusive. With the highly advanced state of affects technology available theae
days, T do not expect to sit in the cinema feeling that it's being forced on me that
1t 48 an effect that I'm watching, whether it's a bad effect or a good ona. T
definitely still stand by what I saild about the effacts in STV - soma ware
excellent, and some were appalling.

I did enjoy the n/l on the whole though, and I loved tha Christmas trimmings on
the front page! I was very impressed with your comments on thae Berlin Wall: lat's
hope that in the 1990s the same spirit will continue to pravail in all of Eastern
Europe. It makes me feel that there 1la hope for the World after all.

I enjoyed reading the different views of Midcon, and I liked Karen Spark's
comment on Bill Theiss's talk, about 'an hour of sparkly fabrics!. I was also vary
glad to read Sheila's review of The Lost Years, as I was debating whether to buy it
or wait untdl it came out on paperback. Having read the review, I think I11 walt!

Theresa Delicot:

Hi! Since this 1s my first latter of comment, I would 1ike to express goma of
my fealings as being a new member of the LD.LC. club as a member from the United
States. I have recelved two newsletters sc far and I'd 1ika to 88y Wow! Fully
packed with information on Trek, clubg, zines and much more. I belong to forty
clubs in the United States and your club is the best for the most information from 8
single issue. I love the great stuff on the zines as I have bean reading them for a
long time; I have collected over four hundred and the stack is growing. I also have
over savanty penpals that I write to, along with zine editors and the elubs. And
many of my penpals do read my zines, as with the Trek novels and so on. It's nice
to know that so many love Trek in general.

I would like to mention also that I was the one to start the Star Trek VI
writing campaign in the U.S. In the beginning of June, after the Star Trek V movie
wasg raleased, I started out slow writing to averybody, and it continued to build
until I had hundreds of paeople passing the word along to write to the Presgident of
Paramount;, about wanting to see a Trek movie in the future. Paramount has been
receiving thousanda of letters since I started in June, asg mogt of the clubs that I
belong to have mentioned the writing campaign in their newsletters, and have got a
great response!l I know a lot of people did not like Star Trek V, ag I did for the
relationship aspects between the three characters. We can't have Star Trek die with
a whimper! All of the members of IDIC, I am urging you to write to continue the
future of Trek, even if you're fed up with what Paramount has been doing the past
few years. So please write!

President, Paramount Plctures Corp., 5555 Melrose Avenue, Losg Angeles, CA 90038, USA

Marcia Pecor:

There have heen a lot of letters written lately lauding the virtues of STV.
There have been plenty throwing barbs of criticism too. Having seen the film this
summer and not having the opportunity too see it again, I wonder what all the hubbub
is about. Admittedly, I viewed STV the first time on pins and needles,
suparcritical, and enjoyed it much better the second time around with my children.
However, I can't help but wonder how much I was influenced by PR, media hype, and
pure anticlpation before actually seeing the movie. How many others have been thus
affected? It's really a shame a f£ilm can't be allowed to stand on its own merits,
isn't 1t. Frankly, I'm looking forward to getting it at the video store, curling up
on the couch after everyone else has gone to bed, and thoroughly anjoying it. My
only response to negative comments at this juncture would be "Up yer shafti"
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Ch, and one word to Marion Pritchard: I am a Man From Uncle fan. As far as how
it shows our age I can only say this ~ Yes, it shows our age... we'ra aternally
young! One of our cable networks is had an eight—hour MFU marathon on New Year's
Eva. This same network shows MFU once a week in syndicated raruns, just like
another show wea're all familiar with.

{Ed: Shhh! - thank God for videog or a lot of fans would want to mova bo the
Statas.

There are more STV commenbts in this néwsletter but you have to remember
that 1t was not releaged 4n Britain £1ll October 30th arnd in Germany until
November. Also some parte of Britain dre only getting the film now. Obuviously
many fans want to make their comments on 1t, and who are we to stop them?l

Corinne Maver:

I am not happy with Karin Embacher's articles. It is one thing to report on
fandom in’ another country, but now I feel she is picking the German ST episodas to
pleces, as if to say 'Please feal gorry for ush

I agree the wrilters of our broadcast stations are careless — often more than
that. But you have to give them credit because dubbing is not always easy. German
is a language of very long words and it is sometimes impossible to let the
characters say the exact same words.

There is also the fact that the stations ave trying to sell series. The German
market is not very friendly to SF so they dubbed it down to a more child-friendly
version. That was their right as they had to sell it to the audience - and they
did! Because of that many adults here will look at you a little bit strangly if you
tell them you are a fan of, for them on thelr first view, a 'childish! SF series.

Not that Star Trek in its German version is in any way childish. But to be grown
you have to stand with both feet firmly on the ground, as we used to say. And to
dream of things which MIGHT be, or never.. it's not so easny. Don't you have the

same problem? I think we Germans are a little bit more conservative on this special
point, Don't agk me why! Why do birds £1y?

So Star Trek was more for young teens in Germany. If this was such a
catastrophe, why are there fans here at all? We all saw the series, every rerun,
and loved it as children and as teenagers — and we still love it as adults. When we
were younger none of ug had any problem with the dubbing; we thought it funny. Even
today I know meny in our local fan c¢lub who are not interested in the American
originals at alll They are as much fans as the rest of us. They think the dubbing
was okay - except in Amock Time of course. For them Kirk and Co. are ldentical with
thelr German dubblng-voices. I know one who f£inds Nimoy's voice rather 'ugly! in
comparison to Walcker. There are many who think that Shatner speaks too soft and
too unintelldgible. They favour the more authoritarian Hoffmann (who is also the
volce of Sean Connery (excellent) and of Pink Panther).

No-one needs to feel sorry for us.

Everyone who wants to has seen all the episcdes and filmg in English. Everyone
who wants to owns all the Pockaet books, fanzines, videos, Starlogs and so on. We
have no real problem to get all we want. They might be two weeks late, but 1s that
80 terrible? The only problem wa all hava is shortage of money - but who doesn't
have that problem?

Pleage don't print a onesided view. We should not try to show each other how

great/insufficient we are. We should rejolce in our differences, as Spock once told
us.

(Ed: Actually, we asked Karin to do this geries, and it may very well be that

in some cases sha'g picking on fairly minor points in order to say something!

We falt that it would be of interest to English-gpaaking members to know that
non-Briglish speaking fanse don's necegsarily see axactly thae same stories that we
do, and occasionally tha emphasis of an epiaode geems to be completaly changed
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in translation.

Karin hasg also been comparing the Bribtish version to tha orignal, and our
versaion was often cut just to fit a time slot, although somebimes censorship was
involved as well. For example tha BBC cut the scena explaining tha constituents
of gunpowder from Arena. Maybe they thought we were all going to have a go.
Few members will have seen the complete Version of Arena until 15 was raleased
on video.

We'd be interested to hear whot members, both German and others, feel about
Karin'a geries. If a number of you don't like it or Just aren't interested
we'll drop it and think of something elase. Whatever we do we hope you all
appreciate all the time and effort XKarin has put in doing the articles.]

Keren Breen:

Thank you for N/L 7 - I really look forward to receiving them. I particularly
enjoy the convention reports. I also £ind the hook reviews useful as it helps me
decide which bocks to buy, although I'd probably buy them all if I bad the money!

I was surprised to see my name mentioned - someone was very obgervant, spotting
me on Bob's Full Housat You might be interested to know that being a Trekkar was a
definite help in being selected for the show. I was told there were more than
15,000 applications; 2,000 of us were intarviewed, and 88 selected for the
programme. (If I'd known those odds in advance I doubt if T'd've applied). At the
interview we were asked to talk about ourselves, hobbies, families, pets, interests
ete. As I'd just taken the opportunity to visit the Forever People bookshop (which
ig in Bristol, where I was interviewed) and bought some Trek books and a Starlog, it
was uppermost in my mind, and I'm sure it was a help. Anyway, I had a super time (a
weekend in London at the BBC's expense, a visit to the TV Centre, meeting lots of
lovely peocple, 30 minutes 'fame' and a hamper from Harrod's - can you beat it?) and
I'd do it again like a shot. You might like to kncw that Bob Monkhouse and John
Junkin are both devotees of the show; Bob told me he has avery epilsode video'd and
is collecting TNG at present — he didn't like it at first but is 'over the hump!
now, and John had me in stitches with descriptions of incildents on the blooper reeal.
Both men are really nice, too. )

Do you get any reports of Trek in the news on Satellite/Cable TV? Early in
November Entertainment Tonight (Sky movies) had a bit about the Third Season of TNG;
they showed the new title seguence (super!) and the new uniforms, with which I am
underwhelmed. Still, 1f they're easier to wear... but they aren't as stylish and
smart. They also had brief interviews with Patrick Stewart, Wil Wheaton, and Gates
McFadden, I found 1t a bit disconcerting to see Patrick Stewart as Jean-Luc Plcard
in a short cldp from the series cne moment, and the next to see him on the set,
wearing a grey T-shirt and with a plastic cup in his hand - it tock some adjusting!

Also, Lisabeth Shatner appeared on Fun Factory (weekend morning children's show
on Sky One) talking about her book, Captain's Log. She saild that her father gets
recognised more these days than in the asixties. They also showed a clip from STV —
the shuttlecraft crash-landing.

Did anyone see the plece in the Sunday Mirror 31/12/89 about TNG and Marina
Sirtis? This gave the impression that TNG is to ba shown in Britain next month?
Can this be true?(l). Super, if so, but I'm not getting my hopes up!

Finally, IDIC members in South Wales might be Interested to know that Forbidden
Planet are 'shortly' to open a branch in Cardiff, at 5 Duke St. (opposite the
Castle.) This 1s very welcome as I have had to travel to Bristol up till now in
search of a good shop! By the time the newsletter goes out it should be open, as
when I went past there was a good deal of gstock already 1in the shop.

This letter has taken ages to writa as I have to work around the kids and othar
things I have toc do. One thing I find interesting - my 2-year-old son can recognise
‘Capt! Kirk' and ™Mr Fpock!, which is hardly surpriging in our house. Howaver, he
picked up one of the TNG novels I got for Xmas — Strike Zone, I think - and saild
'Fepock!. I'm trying to work out how he managed to connect the two. He's done it
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with other books of mine, but only Star Trek or TNG, and I'd love to know. what.
caused him to make the connection. Tha charsctaers are differaent,.the colours. ara .
different - g0 how can he tell? There's evidently soma common factor, unless he's
taught himself to read at 25.5 months — and even I find that unlikely!

Karen Spanpke:

I would like to make a couple of points in response to Valerie's lettar
expressing concern over the return of Beverly Crusher, and egpecially the effect it
might have on Wesley.

I, too, thought Pulaski was a good, strong character (and what an entrance she
makes in The Child; that was superb!) and was sorry when sha left, but she did not
devalop in quite the way I had hoped she might. The promised (Writer's Guide,
'88-9) friendship with Trol never really materialised (I do feel that Trol needs a
close friend - apart from Riker!) and the refreshing friction in her relationships
with Picard and Data (one of the reasons, I believa, the charactar was created)
dissipated a little too quickly, I thought. However, this is not meant as major
criticism, just a comment, and I did like har.

I do think that the character of Dr. Crusher has improved s great deal - at
least in the first 4 3rd season episodes; I'm not defending any more until I've seen
them! She does seem to be more caring and concerned for her patients, and uses
touch more to comfort and reassure (particularly evident with Troi in The Survivors)
instead of mostly wringing her hands as in the 1st season! I enjoyed hear raturn
apisode Evolution very much indeed, and think she showed great sensiltivity over how
her son might be fealing. She didn't start interrogating him, but instead went to
Picard, whom she knew would be able to tell her how he was progressing on a personal
leval; to whom she could express her worries about how he must feel being the only
kid with a mother on board - and she aven stated that she knew he didn't depend on
her any more. I admit she pushed Wes a little to tell her what was wrong when he
wag upset ovar the nanite experiment, but I think as a doctor she would try to find
out what had so obviously upset anyone. I watched the scena again that Valeris
mentioned whera she enters the room he is working in without knocking, and it looks
more lika a lab. to me than his quarters - all that equipment and the glass
partitioned doors — so that wouldn't be such a crime. At least one assumes he will
retain his own quarters and they won't revert to sharing ona of the family sultest

I think the 3rd season promises very interesting developments in theair
relationship. Yes, Wesley 18 bound to flare up at times and resant her being there,
but I imagine there will also be times when he'll be glad she's close at hand — Just
like most mother—teenage son relationships. And from Beverly's point of view, if
she i3 a brilliant encugh doctor to be CMO on the Enterprise, she shouldn't have to
glve up that position and do something she doesn't want to (ldke stay at StarFleet
Medilcal) just because her son doesn't want her around. There are 1,000 people on
that starship - surely that's enough space for him to avoid her off—-duty if he
doesn't want to see her! My other reason for being happler than I expected to zoe
her back is that I think there 1s a definite chemistry between the actress and
Patrick which wasan't present with Diana Muldaur. No, I most definitely don't want
to see a romance between Doctor and Captain, I think that would ba a very bad.idea
and would totally undermine Picard's position — but I enjoy geaing that hint of the
difficult past relationship between them; he always reacts to her (albait subtly)
whenever she enters a room, and one gets the sense that he la always acutely aware
of her presence. And anything that shows ancther agpect of Picard is all right by

mat

YOUR QUESTIONS

Jean Barron tells us she caught the last 10 minutes of a BBC 2 programme called The
Late Show which featured Star Trek in a special discussion about ita popularity and
fandom. Did anyone see this show or tapa 1t? If You did please contact Janet.

Christine Anne Snow: Why was Miri banned by the BRC? I've jJust watched tor the
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first time since the one and only time on British TV and I can't see anything wrong
with it, Quite the opposite — 1t ends with such optimism.

[Bd: As you say, Miri was shown once back on Wednesday 2nd Dacember, 1970. The
BBC say they had a lot of complaints as children who had been watching 1t were
copying the bad behaviour of the ‘children in Miri. Sheila 1is a teacher and she
sayge 1t was pretty rough on the Thursday. Neagh, neagh, neagh neagh neagh, neaghtl

YOUR SUGGESTIONS

Allan Brown: What about some articles on ST soundtracks and SFX.
(Ed: Any volunteers willing to write some articles? This 1sn't our field.]

Christine Anne Snow: How about "What we do at our ST/SF Meeting"?

I'd also like to see reviews of zines, or maybe a mini guide as to where to start
~ comparirig them parhaps to some of tha novels, so I could choose ones similar to
what I already ldke.

[EQ: Would anyone like to sand in a write—up on thair local meetings?

We're not gure it'zs possible to compare zines to novels but 1f anyone wanbs
to have a go - go ahead. Usually it is the other way around - for most zine
readers the begt compliment they can pay o profesgional novel 18 to say thab it
18 ag good as some of the best zines. Of course you can get plenby of bad zine
astories the same as you can get bad nouvels but one difference 1is that most zine
stories are written with loved

CAN YOU HELP?

Catherine Flavin: Does anyone know of any Star Trek clubs in Ireland or for that
matter any shops which gsell Star Trek stuff? Talk about bad luck. I can't aven

find a book gshop that sells the novels and when you ask the people behind thae
counter about the books their standard reaction is (eh, what's that you're leccking
fort). I'd be really grateful 1f anybody Human or alien has thils vital info to let
mea Know.

{Bd: At the Sign of the Dragon and Andromeda will supply books to Ireland as far
as wa knoul. And Sheffield Space Centre sell lots of ST goddies.]

PRS2 22 222 it s

STAR TREK V - REVIEWS

Martin Stahl:

Star Trek V: The Final Frontler started in Germany on November 16th with the
crazy title "On the Edge of the Universe'. I watched the movie together with four
other Trekkers eating marshmallows and drinking Wormhole—Con-Tea in a two thirds
empty cinema in Wuerzburg.

The movie digappointed me., While watching it I always thought: "Was that alle"
Something was missing. I had the impression of seeing rather a TV episode than a
motion pleture. There werae too many cuts, e.g. Kirk orders the landing party to go
down and in the next scene you already see the shuttle f£lyilng through space. That
was common in the TV series (remember how often an act in an episode begins with
"Captain's log..!" and the landing party materializing?), but not in the movies.

Whan at the end of the movie Kirk, Spock, McCoy and Sybok went to Sha Ka Ree Sybok
had suddenly cut hig hair and changed his robe. When? I don't think the other ocnes
- after Kirk ordered them to go down on the bridge ~ waited until Sybok returned
from the hair-dreasar. At this scene I mostly noticed these cuts. The Klingons in
ST-TMP gave the impression of baing real aliens, but in the other movies - including
thig one - they looked like actors in maske and costumes. And after four movies the
Klingons seemed licked clean. They didn't appear in avery TV episode did they? The
speclal effects have mostly been just bad. There were only a few nice shots showlng
the Bird of Pray.

But what did I like in this movie? Laurence Luckinbill was marvellous as
Sybok. He was Sybok. Differently from Khan and Kruge he was not an evil villain,



24

at the end he was quite sympathetic. Although Scotty, Sulu, Chekov and Uhura hadn't
much to do in front of the camers, thelr appearances were very good (with the
axception of Uhura's dance). I especially liked the ‘scenes when Uhura brought the
busy Scotty something to eat, and "Captain" Chekov. The music was very good, it
gave ma what I missed from the soundtrack of the first movie, a connection of
Courage's ST theme with Goldsmith's melody. It was nice to hear the Klingorn thema
again. The humour was handled wall, it reminded me of the humour of the meries in-a
very positive sense. Although I didn't like the Klingons, I liked to heax them

© speaking in thedr own language and the relationship they had at the end with the
crew of the Enterprise. A flrst step to TNG? I think so, as the trangporter is
very similar to the one in NCC 1701-D, too. It 18 good that the motion plcture
moves in the direction of TNG, so that the continuity of the ST Universe is not
interrupted. Unfortunately that was all I liked of the movia. Something was
missing - perhaps the directing of Bennett or Nimoy?

Edward Wao:

STV is a good £ilm to watch and anjoy, but I was confused about the ending on
thea God planet, the firat time I saw it., I understood it the second time round, but
1t stdll seemed wesk.

The scenes with Kirk, Spock and McCoy in Yogemite were amusing with McCoy
trying to rest his nerves, watching Captain Kirk rock climbing and falling, to be
resgcued by Spock and his gravity boots. I enjoyed the threesame campfire dinnar and
the singalong.

There wara all too brief scenes with Uhura and Scotty on the Enterprise and
Sulu and Chekov lost in the forest. Scotty had plenty to do in bringing the ship up
to scrateh for space travel with faulty computers and a non-—operational transporter.
A ndce touch was when Kirk sat in the command chailr, mentioning to McCoy that he
missad his old chair. The bridge locks great and feelg really operational to me.

When Captain Kirk is agked to go on this mission by Admiral ‘Harve Bennett'
bacause of insufficient commanders on other ahips, we've had this point beafore with
at least four captains/commanders on the Enterprise bridge just pushing buttons.

I think the dnitial assault by the Federation strike team was floored as thera
should have been at least 2 ahuttlecraft, one for aerial covar, the othar for
landing, but then our captain might not have been captured. The ghuttlecraft are
good but a little small., A lot was mentioned regarding tha horse-like creatures but
we hardly gaw any details of them.

Why didn't the Romulans show some kind of regponsge to the kildnapping of one of
their diplomats?

Laurence Luckinbill's portrayal of Sybok was good but I never really liked him
enough to believe in his goal. Charles Cooper as General Korrd played my kind of
Klingon, just great. We should have seen more of St John Talbot, played by David
Warner, beilng more forceful.

Good to see Sulu away from helm control, being part of the assault team and
crash landing the shuttlecraft. This scene reminded me of STITI when he did a
manual landing with the Klingon Bird of Prey on Vulean.

The earliest clip of STV, before it was released, waa Chekov saying 'Warp
Speed' which I loved with him in the command chair. I thought the taking over of
the Enterprise by Sybok and his followers would have provoked more reaction from the
erew to do something than sit and take it

After Kirk, Spock and MecCoy had been locked in the brig, thelr attempt to break
out was funny, when it was mentioned a certain Vulean had tested it ag ascape proof
already. Scotty's regcue of the three was quick but who would know morse code in
the 23rd century? Scotty's bang on the bulkhead was really funny and well worth 1t.
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Already mentioned was the number of lavels the Enterprise has whan Spock used
those antigravity boots to escape, 60 levels, more like 12.

Approaching the Great Barrier, in the novalisation, the deflectors had to be
re-configured to pass through it, but this was never mentioned in the £11m.

The scene wherae Sybok relieves McCoy of his pain for the death of hils father
was devastating - well done DeForest; and Spock's pain of belng so Human at birth
was hurtful., What would have been Kirk's pain?

The final dramatic sequence on the God planet wag weak but Kirk's line of why
should God inflict pain was decisive in the alients downfall. The usea of the Bird
of Prey and with Spock at the trigger was great,

Many people have sald it is not the best of Star Trek, say compared with STIV
which had universal appeal, but still a good directorial debut for Bill Shatner. A
£ilm usually registers with me by its soundtrack and this ona did not move me as
wall as STIVY, STII or ST-TMP. The special effects ware not as good becausae ILM was
unavailable at the time.

I think many fans should read The Making of STV, Captain's Log, as it reveals
quita a few polnta that Bill wanted to do but either time, money or delays prevented
him making a better £1lm. For instance the shuttlecraft landing should have been
more spectacular but practical problems reduced its effactiveness. The God planat
would have bean larger with Rock Men in the climatie secene. In addition the
observation deck scene was to have been more grandiosa,

Let's be thankful Paramount madae STV and lat's hope it does well enough for an
anniversary journey of STVI.

Linda Wood:

I've seen the £ilm twice now and have enjoyed it both times. I really cannat
undarstand why the American fans are slating it so heavily, it's really not that
bad!

Having said that, there are good bits, bad bits and one particular scene that,
in my humble opinion, should never have been f£ilmed. There are also aspects of tha
story that, surprisingly, showed me that William Shatner doesn't know all that much
about Vulecans! I think that, if it hadn't been for Leonard Nimoy's intervention,
the whole story would have been totally wrong.

Good bits? Yes, there are quite a few good bits. The Yosemite sequence is
good, but over-long and merely serves to give it a start and a €inish. The
one-liners are good, especially Spock's "Not in front of the Klingons, Captain! and
Scotty’s pratfall. The SFX of the Enterprise against the Moon and the Klingon Bird
of Prey versus the stranded-on-planet Kirk (visually excellent, factually
improbablat)

Bad bits? Sybok appearing out of the sandstorm, a la Lawrence of Arabia;
Paradise appearing to be a mixture of Star Wars and Dune; Spock's 1line to Korrd,
"Damn you, sir, you will try.! I don't 1ike to hear Spock swearing, didn't like 1t
in ST IV elther. After the first time it ceased to be funny. It would have been
more acceptable (to me) for him to have said "For the honour and glory of the
Klingon Empire, you will try." More persuasive than using a swear word that the
Klingon would consider ineffectual. Another bad bit was Klaa's tapology'. The
Klingon Ambassador in ST IV made it quite clear that the Klingons want Kirk dead at
any price and Klaa was acting on his own initiative given that knowledge. It would
indeed have been a major coup for him to have captured Kirk. That his Government
had not 'authorised' the attack was immaterial. What would have been mora
acceptable would be that Korrd took senlority command of Klaa's ship to get Kirk off
the planet. The 'entente covdiale' afterwards was not necessary and it'll take a
lot of the fun away in future films if the ‘get Kirk! policy {8 dropped by the
Klingons. The "In Search Of.. God" bit has been done to death long before now. T
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was also disappointed at the amall roles glven to Scotty, Uhurs, Chekov and Sulu.
Contrary to what Mr. Shatner said, I do not see that what any of them were given to
perform was an advancement of their characters — guita the contrary.

The scene that should naver have been filmed? Sybok's 'astral projection' of
McCoy's father's death and Spock's birth. I am really amazed that both actcors
allowed thelr characters to play that scane at all. Why doas Sybok naver mind-meld
with anyone? Ha just seems to be able to touch them to feel thelr emotlions. But
how in the Universe dces he manage to recreate McCoy's father so that McCoy steps
4into the scenario to interact with the lmage? And as for Spock's blrth in a cavel
A cave?l Hasn't Mr. Shatner heard Sarek!'s description of hias son'a birth on the
STAR TREK LIVES LP? And.Sarek and Amanda wanted to have Spoek. There had to be a
cartain amount of genetic engineering for a green—blooded baby to be born of a
red-blooded mother. Nelther parent ever rejected Spock. Sarek only fought with him
when he wanted to join Starfleet, contrsry to his father's wishes for his future. I
algo didn't think that there was any need to have a 'younger! Sarek. Vulcans age so
much slower than Humans, Mark Lenard would not have needed to have been made up to
look much younger. This whole gcene was polntless to the story and, perhaps,
painful to many of the audience who have experienced tha death of a parent in a
aituation where euthanasia had been requested and denied.

. Apart from these grouses, 1t is a good, but not the best, Star Trek. If there
is to be another, I would hope that Paramount will employ a proper sclence fiction
writer and not pander to Mr. Shatner any more. A leading man, he 1s; a director -
weall, maybe, but a writer he is not! I feel sure that many Trekker writers would
have submitted a far better and more realistic script!

Catherine Flavin:

I just felt I had to write in reply to the negative reaction towards Star Trek
V. After waiting months for it to come to our local cinema, it eventually arrived
Just a few days before Christmas and it was only on for 2 days.

When the f£ilm opened I wasn't all that dmpressed by Sybok galloping on his
horse (??), but I thought the music was brill. The camping scene provided a few
laughs., I really enjoyed the scenes with the Klingons, their makeup was just fab,
Ona thing that left me wondering was; just what was that bath of stuff Kirk dumped
the cat woman in? I'm really curious about that.

At the end I liked where Sulu and Chekov are following Vixis around at the
party and then she takes a right and goes over to Captain Klaa, who's looking extra
fiaerce, and Sulu end Chekov are nesarly falling over each other to go to the left,
The Klingons were just brilliant. I can't say enough about them. And the
soundtrack was really good, especially the music for the Klingons.

Sue Emburyi

Star Trek V seemed to me hot so much like an extended TV episode, but rather as
a flercely edited movie. There seemed to be several sub-plots which were never
developed at all. The main plot was certainly somewhat skeletal, but gufficient to
hang all those relationship scanes on - which seems to me to be the greatest
astrength of the whola movie. All due thanks here to Bill Shatner for gilving us fans
what we want. Having said that, non-Trek viewers would possgibly find the action
somewhat pedestrian compared to recent competltion such as Indiana Jones etc.

The humorous scenes were most walcome but I didn't £ind most of the jokes quite
ag affective asg in STIV; for which I must praise Leonard Nimoy's direction. He
evidently has a very good understanding of comic timing (see also, Threa Men and a
Baby).

I thought the special aeffects were uninaspired, but hardly a disaster. I did
anjoy the music — all the best bilts from old times and new including the wonderful
Klingon theme from ST:IMP! I enjoyed Row—~Row~Row etc and all the relationship
stuff. The rocket-boots were daft, but fun, especlally after the jall break
saquance. To my surprise, I found Sybok quite bellevable, but I agree with Karen



27

Sparks about tha unconvineing Spock-birth sequenca., Presumsably, this was a dramatic
device to get across tha point about Spock's divided self and his unfulfillied degire
to truly belong on Vulean. As such I shouldn't think it worked very well for
non-Trek viewers, and the unlikely ceremcnial cave satting, with poor Amanda left
very much to gat on with it, on a stone slab wag, wall... not logical.

In splta of a1l these niggles I still glve it 4 out of &, and could have done
ith seeing more than the 1 hour 40 minutes or so on offer. After seeing the movie
bought the bock, and, for a change, found it better than the film. Here are all
1@ details of those sub-plots which were hinted at. David Warner's role was
2duced to a mere cameo slouch {as usual) in the t£ilm, but in the boock we get
»nsiderable insight into the breaking and re-making of this character. Likewise
Lth the other hostages (and J'Onn). How much more interesting and eredible they
suld have been if we had known a iittle more of their life histories.

In the book wae are clearly shown how their lives are changed under Syhok's
ifluence. Their new determination to rebuild "Paradise" and make the "Planet of
ilactle Peace! a working reality, is one of the main points of the story, but this
sjpect was hardly brought out at all in the movie. This is one instance whare I
suld be zlad to see the video put together with extra foctage, if thavre aver was
1y extra story filmed along these lines.

I would cartainly like to see at least ona more movie made, but lat's have
ronard Nimoy back in the directorts chair, and William Shatner should concentrate
| what he's bast at — playing Jim Kirk.
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'WEO PUT THE TRIBBLES IN THE QUADROTRITICALE?'

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ RESULTS
IN AID OF THE GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND

compiled by Haelen White

For those of you who had a g0 here are the anaswers. Give yourself cne point for
each correct answer, or part answer.

Original: 1) Joanna; 2) Chekov; 3) T-Negative; ) a. The Paradisa Syndrome, to
Miramanee, b. For the World ig Hollow and I Have Touched the Sky, to Natira;
5) Cordrazine; 6) What are Littlae Girls Made Of?; 7) Human, Vulecan, Andorian,
Tellarite & Orion; 8) Is There in Truth No Beauty?; 9) U.S.S. Intrepid;

10) A private Little War, to bring Spock out of a healing trance.

Total pointa possible: 18
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TNG: 1) Galaxy class; 2) Groppler Zorn; 3) Lore; U) Skin of Evil; 5) U.SS.
Stargazer; 6) Ships Counselor; 7) Red - Picard, Riker, Le Forge & Worf, Yellow —
Data & Yar, Blue — Crusher & Troi; 8) Pinocchio; 9) Jack Crusher; 10) Tha Naked Now.
Total points possible: 17

Maximum total points possible: 35

RATINGS
In appreciation of the fact that some people don't like TNG, I have done the scoras

in percentages, for those who only did one part of the quiz.

100% Yourr memory is as good as Data's.

75X-100X Nearly as clever as a Vulcamn

B0%— 75% Brighter than the average atarship captain.

25%— £0% Cleverer than Harry Mudd 1%- 25% You have the brain power of a tribble.
1% Don't despair, you did better than my mum!

NOW FOR THE WINNERS!

The winners of the original series videcs are Martin Stahl and Miri Rana who scored
18 out of 18. We are also gilving Gloria Fry a consolation prize of 3 newsletters

for also scoridng 18.

The winners of the TNG calendars + 3 IDIC newsletters are Sue Embury and Martin
Stahl who both scored 16 out of 17.

They should have received thalr prizes by the time they get this newsletter.

Wa would like to thank Marian Kannedy, Muriel Jarrett and Helen White for donations
totalling £8.00

NOW FOR THE BAD NEWS:

After all Helen's hard work we only recelved entries from I members totalling £U.50.
This added to the donations gives us £12.50, which mean we still have to railse
£987.50 to spongor IDIC's Gulde Dog.

Maybe we picked a bad time to have thae competition but we won't be trying one again.
On the other hand a few membars who didn't enter did say they liked quizzes so wetll
have one in the newsletter occasionally.

Now we are looking for suggestions from members as to how we can ralse the bulk of
the money.

X¥XX

RETROSPECTIVE: TERRACON '79

by Judy Mortimore

One of tha things about conventions 1s that the more you attend, the more they
seem the same... T didn't write a personal con report about this particular event at
the time, and despite having re-read reports written by two friends for S.T.C.C,, I
have to admit that they don't jog my memory at all. I remember that I anjoyed the
convention, but specific events evade me.

It was held on the 12th-14th October at the Leeds Dragonara, where we had been
earlier in the year for the Midicon '79 (IDIC 7); twin rooms wera £7.19 per person
Per night, and the guests were Rupert Evans, Douglas Adams, Lionel Fanthorpe and
Phildp Rea. The convention booklet was a 16-page duplicated A5 lesflet containing a
walcome message, the programme, some advertising, a list of clubs and forthcoming
conventions etc

I know I arrived Friday night, and apart from worrying about the non-arrival of
my vice-president, Janet Balch, who £inally arrived in the wee small hours having
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experience considerable car trouble and having been relayed by three separate
vehicles, I remember little about it. I have a vague memory of arrviving fairly late
myself, around 10.30, and suspect I spent the rest of the evening either satting up

in the dealers' room or running around like a maniac trying to say 'hi! to all my
friends!

Saturday started, appropriately enough, with the opening ceremony in the
Brigante Sulte, after which I retired to the dealer's rocom. Catspaw was shown in
the main hall, with a secondary programme of the Shuttle roll-out (The ENTERPRISE)
running in the Neville Suite. The main programme continued with a talk by Rupert
Evansg, a stuntman. Later that day Douglas Adams talked about 'Hitechikers' (which
was only a radio show in those days). Empath was run in the Neville Suilte, and so
many people tried to cram into the amall area available that a second showing was
acheduled for Sunday for those gtaying late. At 4 pm the auction was supposed to
commence, but as the auction material was late arriving, Rog Peyton (proprietor of
ANDROMEDA BOOKS) as auctioneer £illed in the time by auctiondng off two pyramids and
the dreaded book on pyramidology (see retrospective: Leeds Midicon 79, IDIC 7)
supplied by Miri Rana in aild of the fund for Doreen Ilines' electric wheelchailr, and
raised an amazing £3. (For those of you unfortunate enough to have entered fandom
too late meet the late Doreen Ilines, I should explain that she was a saverely
handicapped fan who attended conventions with difficulty; she was the spirit of IDIC
incarnate, and always did her utmost to join in with every event.) The evening's
entertainment commenced with the traditional fancy dress, a well-attended avent, in
which Doreen won a wall-deserved award as spirit of '"The Ship who Sang!. Robin Hill
appeared as 'beast' to Penny Lansdell's 'Beauty!, with 18" heels under his outfit —
and a very reslistic Wookie he made, too! I actually got a highly commended for my
costume, which largely consisted of appliqued cloak - I mention this solely because
out of all the conventions I've attended over the years, this ig the nearest I've
aver got to an award in the Fancy Dress! Sue Moore's was another popular costume in
a parade of over 30 entries, many containing more than one person. Anne Page
entered, as I recall, as the Snow Queen, and Rog Peyton therefore got the job of MC,
in which he acquitted himself admirably. The Disco folleowedqd, greatly enlivened by
an appearance by Ahmed Rana as Spock. As an alternate programme, Licnel Fanthorpe
was reading exerts from his book, The Black Lion, in his room. I know I was up late
that night, because Janet Balch mentions in her report meeting me and Anne Page in
the veception area after the Disco closed, so I was obviocusly enjoying myself!

I brief mention here for the model display, and another tribble show, of which
I recall only Chuckles, the ticklish tribble, who was equipped with one of those
laugh boxes that starts everyone off when activated.

Sunday started early with a run—-through for the fashion show at the unearthly
hour of 9 am. I believa the fashion show was actually held quite early that
particular year, although to be honest I'm not sure. Miri Rana and Marion Van Der
Voort won best scerdpt for theilxr entry, Pat Thomas best costume, and Carol Keogh won
best collection for her entry, 7 Vulean Devils, in which a very young Scott Balch
acquitted himself brilliantly as a Vulcan child, managing to keep a straijght face
even when the tall fell off the sehlat he wasg carrying! This was followed by a talk
by Lionel Fanthorpe on his Science Fiction books (he has written more than any other
British author — and I think they're all awful! ANY SF book published by Badger
Books, regardless of the author's name shown, is by Lionell) This was followed by
The Trouble with Tribbles.

The closing cerenmony and awards followed; Rupert Evansg' thank—you speech was
very moving and he left us with a promise to speak to Gene Roddenberry about getting
Amerilcan guests for future conventions. Some merriment followed as two tins of
baked beans (a prop from Carolh collection — Paul Holroyd was Wind', which about
sets the tone..) were actloned off, Chris Chivers offering £1 if Carol would eat a
tin cold. Anne Page then bid another pound if Chris would do llkewise with the
other tin. Carol fled the room as Chris began eating, and was tannoyed and then
triumphantly carried back into the hall to eat her tin. A nice light note on whieh
to finilsh, although for anyone staying late there was a repeat showing of The Empath
and the inevitahle Sunday night party!
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I £final word about Trek fandom and IDIC in action - prior to the Auction on
Saturday, two tickets for the premiere of Star trek: The Motion Plcture waere
auctioned and raised £200 towards Doreen's wheelchair fund. I wish I could remember
the name of the guy who won one, as ha won all our hearts by promptly gilving it to
Doreen. [Ed: It was Martin Smith.]

Well, considering I said I didn't remember much about this convention, I seem
to have managed to write a fair deal! Perhaps somecne ocut there has clearer
memories of this particular event they would like to share with members of IDIC? As
I have said before, convention reports are of a necessity personal; this was a good
convention but just not, for me, a particularly memorable ona.

Next time ~ UFP, Spring 1980.
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BRIEF ENCOUNTER

by Miri Rana

Unlike the classic Celia Johnston/Trevor Howard £ilm, this Brief Encounter took
place on a Digstriet Line underground train between Barking and Dagenham Heathway
where I ldve (remember, Gene, the postar you have in your office at Paramount saying
"To Boldly Go Where No Night Bus Has Gone Before, Even To The Farthest Reaches Of
The Unlverse, Nemaly Dagenham Heathway).

My friend and I had just finiahed a stint salling jewellery on a stall at
Walthamstow market in aid of the P.0.S.A. Standing near us I noticed a tali glim
young man dressed in black leather, and sporting what locked suspleiously like
badges from the new Star Trek series, The Next Ganeration. I was dying to ask him
about them, so I struck up a econversation with my friend, about the cons I hope ta
attend in 1990. When I mentioned the proposed guests for Frontiers, Mark Lenard and
John De Lancle, he glanced our way and smiled.

My friend alighted at Becontree, and so the young man and I got off at Dagenham
Heathway. He helped me off with my baggage and we talked about the badges and Star
Trek in general. He saild he 1iked both the series and the £ilms but had never
attended a convention. I had some plctures of De Forest and George Takeld posing
with me at cons. He said, "I believe I have had the honour of meeting with the
oldest Star Trek fan.' When I told him my name he sald, ""Ah,Yes, Miri Rana. (What
it is to be infamous). As he was leaving to catch his bus he took tha heaviest and
largest metal badge from his jacket and prasented me with it, We had no time to
exchange addresses but he said his name was Richard.

I felt he practised ID.I.C. to a very high degree giving a comparative
stranger a very expensive Star Trek badge, but as our late beloved Dot Owans used to
say, "Thare are no strangers, only friends we have vet to meet. Aren't Star Trek
fans wonderful? I am hoping to meet him again when T will glve him addresses of
various Star Trek clubs and details of conventions.

Perhaps the next encounter may not be as brief.
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DILITHIUM CRYSTALS AND WARP DRIVE

by Gary Heron

After reading J.A. Clarke's article in N/L U and Jacqueline Y. Comben's letter
in N/L 5 I have declded to write the following article glving my own ideas about the
part dilithium crystals play in the warp drive anglnes. It is of course well known
that the source of enargy for the warp enginesg is the matter/antimatter reaction.
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The existence of antimatter was first postulatad by the physicist Paul Dirac in 1930
and was first observed by another physicist Carl David Anderson in 1932. The
mattar/antimatter reaction is the most powerful resction known to oceur in the
universe since it consiats of the conversion of equal amounts of matter and
antimatter into energy, in the form of high energy photons; in accordance with
Einatein's famous equation. The mixing of 1Kg of matter with 1Kg of antimatter
would, 1f the reaction cceurred with 100% efficiency, release enough energy to power
a 1 kilowatt electric fire for 5.7 million years {any readers with a 1 kilowatt
electric fire and 1Kg of antimatter can try this for themselves).

The problem of making use of this tremendous power source is acquiring the
antimatter to use. Although antimatter is produced in the decay of some radicactive
elements, this would be a very difficult source to use and would only produce
antimatter at a small rate. In 1935 the physicist Patrick Blackett managed to
produce antimatter in the laboratory by concentrating energy into a small space.
The problem with this mathod is that when energy is converted into matter it occurs
in pairs, 1 particle of matter and 1 particle of antimatter. To produce 1Kg of
antimatter you would have to supply enough energy to produce 1Kg of antimatter plua
anough energy to produce 1Kg of matter; this energy would be equal to the energy
released by mixing the antimatter and matter and so there would be no het gain of
energy.

The problem remains, therefore, where does the antimatter which is used to
power the Enterprise come from. It 1s my theory that the dilithium crystals are
used to convert ordinary matter into antimatter. The physicist Richard Feynman
showed that antimatter can be consldered as ordinary matter travelling backwards
through time and I suggest that the dilithium crystal acta as a "time mirror' whiah
reflacts matter backward through time thus convarting it into antimatter. At the
end of the eplsode “"The Nsked Time" Spock mentlons a connection between antimatter
and time travel.

I agree with J.A, Clarke's idea of dilithium as an element with a high atomic
number, although as Jacqueline Comben pointed out the heavier elements tend to be
unstable; mcdern theories of the structure of atomiec nucled are far from perfect and
it is quite possible that whataver property of dilithium allows it to produce
antimatter could result in added stability of the nucleus. Obviously the dilithium
crystal only produces antimatter under special conditions otherwise it could not be
used as jewellery.

I view the overall process as follows. A crystal which has been vefined and is
free from physiecal defects is placed in a chamber where it is subject to the
conditions necessary for it to produce antimatter. A beam of protons is directed
onto the crystal and some of the protons intaract with the dilithium nucledi
producing an anti-proton and a neutrino (the neutrino is produced because of certain
conservation laws). Each interaction would decrease the ability of the crystal to
function until it would have to be replaced. The beam coming out of the crystal
would be subjected to a strong magnetic field to separate the anti-protons from any
protons which did not interact. The anti-protons would be directed into the
antimatter holding chamber from where they would be fed at a controlled rate into
the reaction chamber. In the reaction chamber they would be mixed with protons and
the energy from this reaction would be used to power the warp engines.

Wall that's my theory. Of course its only speculation and I would be
interested in hearing other people's theoriles, and any views people have on my ideas.

Bibliography.
In Search of Schrodinger's Cat by John Gribbin
Asimov's Biographical Encyclopedia of Sclence and Technology by Isaac Asimov
Atomic and Nuclear Physies, An Introduction by T.A, Littlefield and N. Thorley
Fundamental University Physics, IIT Quantum And Statistical Physics

by Marcelo Alonso and Edward J. Finn
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THE KLINGON RITE OF ASCENSION

by Mel Claessens

After having watched the "Icarus Factor in which the Klingon (repition) rite
of ascengion is shown, a friend of mine told me I must have a gsado-masochistic
streak if I liked things like that. I was shocked.

I was stil1l not too shocked to tell har I would never have thought of anything
like that. At the next moment, though, T understood what she maant, recalling
Wort's painful expression and the (seemingly unsuitable) '"thank youl", Both the
£irst and the second moment of my reaction made me think why I never had such a
thought before. And, mind you, I remembered I had! And I also found out why I had
represgsed all memory of the topic.

During their (short) lives Klingons lesrn ~ apart from other facts ~ one
important thing: to endure pain. This is what we are proud of. It is an important
advantage for fighters, too. Fighting is the essence of Klingon life, and so is
pain. Howaver, wa do not anjoy it.

Worf 18 a good example. He longed for the rite because ha (like any Klihgon
warrior) needs to be honourad by members of his family appraclating his ability to
endure pain from time to time. Ha said "thank youl" to the erew because they
replaced his family and gave him back his fealing of honour by watching hin
withestand the painsticks.

The whole rite must look terrible for many Terrans bacause many of them do not
learn to endure pain but to avoid it (in spite of the fact that many Terran tribes
do have similar ascensicn rites). This is another reason for Worf's untypical
thanks, for his Human (or humanoid) friends suppressed their own emotiong in favour
of thelr friand's.

Kiingons are not '"born psychopaths.! As Klingon life is differant from Human
or other lives, their sense of honour is also different. Experiencing pain on
E’:urpose i3 nelther a test of courage nor a perverse form of gexual stimulation for a
Klingon. It is an honourable tradition.

QeyHa! Sutal-gtImaasmva, Klingon Language Counsellor, ¢/o Mal Claessens, Baselar Str.
51, D ~ 1000 Barlin 45, Germany, Terra
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THE 'REAL' TIBERIUS

by Michael Simpson

"Tibarius, as I am forever tired of explaining, was the Roman emperor whoga
life...fascinated ny father Samuel.

So Admiral James TXKirk informs us in the preface to the book of 'Star Traek —
The Motdon Picture!. We were promised a more in-depth explanation in Diane Carey's
‘Final Frontier! but never got it. Quite why George Samuel (or is that Samuel
George?) Kirk was obgessed so with this specific Roman emperor has never bean made
clear, nor his reasons for naming his son after him. Such credits are normally
gilven to those whom one admires.

Prior to being made Emperor in A.D.JA Tiberius had the reputation for being a
brilliant tactician as well ag an immensely strong, courageous army general. Humane
to the injured and fair to his Opponents, he became a national hero for his
battlafield exploits. No bad credentials for a would-be leader. Hig only flaw
seemad to be his brooding nature.
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It wag following his succession to the post of. Rome's highaest autharity that
things atarted to go drastically wrong. His morose manner became exaggerated and a
streak of deep suspicion made itself ceruelly apparent. Whole families wera put to
death on the word of informants and routs of dissenters were common. Certain
individuals who disliked his atylae of leadership organised protests against him and
were promptly eliminated. Finally he resorted to exdling himself on the island of
Capril. Once there, away from the eyes of the people, conditions were rife for
rumour spreading as to the cruelty and torture he inflicted upon anyone who incurred

his displeasure, including suppogedly having men, women and children hurled fram the
clifftopsa.

From being a modest and humble leadar of men he had become a tyrant whose death
at 77 the cltizans of Rome apparently cheeread.

Hardly the man Kirk would have wanted his son to emulateal
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'"THE CAGE'

by Michael Simpson

Very often producers of TV shows can be heard complaining about restrictions
dmposed by budgets. Gene Roddenberry is no exception.

Considering its consistently high budget it's no surprisa that Paramount has
alwsays considered 'Star Trek! to ba a precardous investment. From the word go
Roddenberry got on the wrong side of his superiors with the escalating costs of his
firgt pilot. »:

And that was baefore parts had even bean cast, far laess shooting begunt

Research was something Roddenberry has always put considerable emphasis on, and
desplte suggestions from the studio to 'take some chairs, some blinking lights, put
some people in and laet's gol' the producar perseverad with his vision of *The Cage!
and ultimately returned a good investment on thelr $630,000.

Inevitably, even then some of Roddenberry's 1deas had to be abandoned. But, as
with everything, that may well have been a mixed blessing. Some of his initial
ldeas suggest that, in retrospect, 'Tha Cage' may have appeared less 'cerebral' and
more 'corny"t

It was originally Roddenberry's idea to 11lustrate the transporter as a beam of
light from the ship to the planet. Thankfully cost and no little good sanse forced
that 1dea toc be abandoned. Other transporter effacts that went eout of the window
included 'outlining' those in transition and using different colours of sparkle for
differant people.

Somewhere betwaen the first draft of the first pilot's plot and its £ilming a
scene involving the shuttlecraft was contrived and cast out. It seams that the
intentlon was to have navigator Jose Tylar and Yeoman Colt board the Enterprise in
this manner as their introduction to the audience. Its abandonment probably also
came down to budget. In any event, since the intention was to have the shuttle
'ralsed' into the hanger bay by a ring and hook, its absance was Probably also a
blessing. The concept of tractor beams was presumably still then beyond themt

Other alterations that took place between June and December 196/ included the
name of the planet, (Sirius IV/Talos IV), the Captain's Name, (April/Winter/Pika),
the Taloslans, (‘crablike creatures!, 'in no way Human', 'gix multi-clawed arms and
legs', 'clatter for speech'), and some of the 11luaions, (Renaissance Venice, Earth
2049). The planet's name was changed following sedentific advice, that of the
Captailn presumably due to personal preference. The others were likely yet more
casualties of budget and practicality.
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Interestingly enough the other principle slteration was in the title. Though
it is generally held that this production became part of tha two-parter 'The
Menagearie!, 'The Cage' was itself apparently known offiecially by that name by the
time £ilming began.

As many people will probably now know the much rumoured all colour version of
this episode has now been released as a Special Edition in the States. It will be
interesting to see if it includes any original titles. The intention was to have
them in different colours!

(NOTE:- Credit for the above information goes to the book '"The Making Of 'Star
Trek" by S. Whitfield and Q. Roddenberry.)
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STAR TREK EPISODES AND ALTERNATE UNIVERSES

by Sheilla Clark

I have always said that everyone who writes Star Trek fiction is writing inside
their own Trek universe, which depends on how they see the charactars and the
ralationship between them; and how much the reader enjoys the story — or, more
accurately, that writer's work — is in direct relation to how close the writer's
vision of the characters is to the reader's.

There are, however, also writers who deliberately set out to write alternate
universe stories - some in the Empire of Mirror, Mirror, others in universes of
their own creation, because they want to explore a ‘what if..! that is not posaible
to explore in TV Trek because of the facts ag given in the programme.

What makes a universe posmitively alternate is some major difference in its
background, which may or may not be a permanent one. For example, in my 'Explorert
unlverse (Scmething Hidden, Scmething Lost and Something Missing) Spock went to the
Vulean Science Academy instead of Starfleet Academy, although he then joined the
Enterprise. Although there is a fourth story planned, it may never be written
becausea by the third story that universe has moved close to the one in the v
universe. In Variations on a Theme, however, Spock 18 Captain and Kirk First
Officer, so that universe can never 'join' the TV one.

For writers of alternate universe stories, there iz almost an obligation to
include-that universe's varsion of certain TV episodes.

Although I never did it in the Explorer universe, Valerie and I did use TV
episodes quite a lot in Variations, and one of the first things we discovered was
that while it is quite easy to rewrite and to some degree redevelop certain
eplsodes, it 18 almost impossible to rewrite and redevelop other episodes while
keeping them well developed and credible.

Why should this be? What is the difference between the first group of eplgodes
and the second?

We have to accept that not all Trek eplscdes were equally good, equally
convineing, even although one person's favourite episode can be someone elge's "What
do you see in 1t7?727 Certainly there are a few aplsodes that come into almost
everyona's Top Ten - City at the Edge of Forever, Journey to Babel, Amok Time..;
episodes that are wall congtructed, tell a good story, and where the drama revolves
around the relationship batween the characters as well as the situation.

Those are the epilaodes that 1t is so difficult to rewrite — not necegsarily
episodes with no faults, but episodes where the faults can be overlooked, unnoticed,
until afterwards. (Incidentally, although a lot of people eriticlse it, we found
Gallleo Seven surprisingly difficult to redevelop for Varilations.)
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On the other hand, we have to admit that there are episodes where the
development was less than perfect; episodes that included details that were less
than convineing, where the faults jumped cut screaming "Look at mae! Look at met"
Those ones are vary easy to redavelop — and they often need surprisingly little done
to the plot. In other words, tha faults that are there could sc often have been
caught and the episcode in quaestion improved. One auch episcde that springs
immediately to mind is Spock's Brain. If all of Spock had been kidnapped instead of
Just his bradn (through a hole in the top of his head) the rest of the story
wouldn't have neadad much alteration but the credibility of the story would have
been increased 100%.

Why not try a 'redevelopment exarcise' yourselves? Think of an episzode vou
don't consider very good, and try to work out how you would rewrite it, given the
opportunity. The obvious place to start is with its flaws; what wes wrong with 1t?
Now what would you do to it to get rid of those flaws? How would that affect tha
rest of the story?

So far, to the best of my knowledge, only one paerson has come up with an
alternate universe Next Generation story, probably because not much TNG fan fiction
hasg bean written as yet. Most people writing still seem to be exploring the
characters even though in America the seriaes is into its third season. Perhaps in
another five or ten years..
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PON FAR; THE SEVEN YEAR MYTH?

by Teresa Abbott

The single concept I found it hardest to come to termg with on first joining ST
fandom (I was a fan long before I realised there warea books and zines out there to
ba read) was that of the totally unemotional Vulcan male, immune to sexual response,
turning madly and uncontrollable passgionate every 7 years at Pon farc.

There cartainly seems no justification for envisaging a Pon farr for Spock
before the one in Amok Time. Spock himself says of T'Pring, '‘our minds were locked
together sc that at the proper time we would both be drawn to Koon-ut-Kal—if-fee.'
It seams clear that he has not been with T'Pring since that time. We know also that
Spock has served under Pike for 11 years, I months and § days (Menagerie), that
Sarek is 102.137 years old and that Amanda looks about &0 (Journey to Babel). This
would make Spock in his late 308/early 10's, which would tie in with his career in
Starfleet, and seems the right age for a Vulcan male to saxually mature, given their
long lifaespan.

And yet in Search for Spock thaere is the scens where the teenage Spock is
apparently helped through his first Pon farr by Saavik. Are we supposed to
attribute this to the anomalies of Genesis?

I think when Spock speaks of tha Pon Farr as a time of passion that strips the
mind of sanity, he is referring to the first time a Vulcan takes a mate, and pasaes
into full sexual maturity. Tt would be with this time that the extensive rituals aof
Koon—-ut-Kal—{f-fee were assoclated. After this time, there probably isg a cyclic
nature to the intensity of thelr passions, although the number 7 seams a 1ittle
arbitrary. Spock does say that their minds ware touched at the age of 7, but he
also uses the example of the glant esl birds (11 years) and the Earth salmon.

The number 7 has become accepted, hawever, to the extant that in James Blish's
account of the Cloud Minders, Spock says that every 7 years 'the mating drive
outwelghs all other motivation.! (note ha does not say it does not exiat at other
times) and even Kirk himself, in a footnote in the noval of the Motion Picture, ig
supposged to have saild of Spock that he 'came into sBexual heat only once ever 7
yeaars!.
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Surely Sarek could never have married Amanda if Vuleans had no feelings apart
from at Pon farr. Sarak himself said of the event 'at the time it seemed the
logical thing to do% hardly the words of a male gripped with uncontrollable
passion. (We cannot know what happened at Sarek's original Pon farr; 1f STV is to
be believed it resulted in tha birth of Sybok.) ’

Surely Spock'!s refusal to get involved with women stems from his internal
battle to prove himself even more wholly Vulecan that a real Vulcan, a battle he can
never win bacause of his human heritage. If we add to this internal struggle his
commitment and loyalty to Kirk, a much more reasonable picture emerges of a man who
certainly can, but has pledged not to.

The sexless image is probably a myth perpetuated by Christine Chapel fans, who
like to think that Spock won't respond to her because he can't. I think he doesn't
regpond to her because she lsn't his type of woman, (even when affected by the
disease in the Naked Time he turns away from her.)

When Spock is telling Leila goodbye (This Side of paradise) is there any doubt
that he has feelings for her? (If the sexual urge was purely cyclie, how could the
spores have unleashed that which wasn't there?) He tells her clearly that he is
1iving in a 'self-made! purgatory, and that his rejection of her is because of his
responsibility to *that man on the bridge.! This surely makes that scene all the
more polgnant; where is its beauty 1f he rejects her because he's not in Pon farr
and simply cannot be interested?

In the Enterprise Incident the Romulan Commander is often interpreted as
mistakenly thinking Spock hag fallen for her, not realising that Vuleans have ho
responges. I think she understands Vulcans very well. When she asks Spock ‘what
are you that you could do this! he answers 'Firat Officer of the Enterprise' again
confirming that his rejection of her is 8 consclous declsion. ('You underestimate
yourself, Cammander. I hope that you and I exchanged something more permanent'.
Tt will be our secret?).

If the sexual urge is blologically cyclic, how could .going back in time to
Sarpeidon have activated it. The primitive Vulcans were obviously not restrained to
mating every seven years.

And is there any doubt that Spock is attracted physically by Droxine?

Surely all these things make Spock a much more interesting figure than one who
is driven purely by the instinctive cycles of his heritage.

Perhaps the final word should go to Harry Mudd, who says to Spock in Mudd's
Women, 'a pretty face doesn't affect you at all, does it? — that is, not unless YOU
WANT IT TO.

EZ 223 *%

TAKING PHOTOS FROM TV OR VIDEO

by Shella Clark

The advent of video hag changed much of the face of fandom; whera a fan has all
the episodes on video, it seems less urgent to have gtill photos from the series in
an album. A few years ago, however, a fairly large minority of fans collected
photos (or £1lm clips) from the various episodes. We got those clips from a number
of sources, malnly Lincoln Enterprises in Los Angeles, and got them printed by
almost any reputable photographic processor, sometimes after a considerable fight to
get them printed right way round - being £ilm clips, they had the emulsion on what
the processors counted the wrong glde and in printing them in what was conaldered
the photographically correct way, the processors turned them back to front.



37

However, we had little, if any, cholce of what clips we got. They came in
batches, and could be from any episode. A lot depended on what ended up on the
cutting room flocor. Some scenes appear to have needed several takas, while others
apparently needed only one or two; there are soma scenes where litarally dozens of
close duplicate clipa exist, and other scenes that it seems to be impossible to get.

For the avid photo collectors, there was sometimes only one way to get a shot
of a favourita scene, and that was to take it themgelves, from the TV set or the
screen if a £1lm of the eplsode was being shown at a con. Indead, at every con some
people still try to take photos from the film screen, or in the video room, of
somathing that ian't readily available.

On the face of it, this is easy. Point the camera at the sareean, with the
£lash set 1f the pilcture is pretty dark (faint), and press the button. Right?

Wrong.

Use the flash, and all you'll get is a nice shot of either the TV set or a
white, blank screen. Remember, all the plcture is is a pratty pattern of coloured
light. Shine a very bright white light on it and you obliterate tha fainter 1ight.

Another problem if you take a photo from the TV set is that the plcture isn't
static; I needn't go fully into the technicalities, but basically the plcture is
made up of a succession of dots of light moving down the screen and taking a 5Oth of
a second to travel from top to bottom. The eye doesn't see these dots beginning to
shine and fading again, but the camera does; the result can be a dark line elther
horizontally or diagonally across the print, depending on which way your camera
shutter works.

The best way to get a good plcture from a f£ilm screen is to use a fairly fast
£11m, wide aperture and slow speed, and 1t should come out adequately, From TV or
video, howavar, it is trickier.

First, an instamatic camera is unlikely to be any use. You really nead a
camera on which you can contraol the shutter speed and aperture. If you have a really
expenaslve camera, the kind that can sit up and beg, you can probably set the speed
to a fiftieth of a second - ie tha exact time it takes for the plecture to run down
the screen - and get a perfect picture. Most of us, howaver, don't have a camera
quite that obliging. I found that a thirtieth of a second at £2.8 with ASA 50 film
obtained reasonable results — not perfect, but the scan line wasg fairly light and
didn't ruin the picture. On the other hand, the same aperture and speed with a
faster £ilm resulted in a dark scan line. A longer exposure with a smaller aperture
would probably work as well, especlally with a faster £ilm; the best thing to do
would be to experiment with one or two exposures at the end of rolls of £ilm of
various speeds. I have found that films as fast as 1000 ASA tend to print with a
fairly brown cast and with the grain showing guite markedly — I no longer use that
speed for anything, although it would be ideal to pick up as much detaill as possible
fram a dim plcture.

At gpeads of a thirtieth of a second or slower, it 1s wiser have the camera on
a tripod or at least have it set on a rigid surface and use a cable to take the
plcture. It is almost impossible to avold camera wobble if you hold it in your hand
at that sort of speed. This alsc lets you pre-set it at the ideal distance for the
TV screen to £111 the viewfinder. If you have a telephoto lens, you can set the
camera further back, and this helps to 'flatten' the curvature of the TV screen.
The curtains should be drawn if there is any daylight, and the light put out. An
alectric light or an uncurtained window might not actually lessen the intensity of
the TV pilcture, but you'll probably get a reflection of them in the middle of the
plcture.

Pictures can also be taken from video. Freeze frame la useful here, but the
quality of freeze frame on standard videos affects the plcture because it is still
scanning 2 images. If the subject 1lg absolutely motionless, great - otherwise
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there's a slight flicker, tharefore you can't depend on freeze frame to give you a
perfect picture. Those of you lucky enough to have a digital video, however, can
obtain a perfect freeze frame plcture.
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IDIC POLL

Here are the current IDIC Poll results. We award your first choice 10 points, your
second 9 points and so on. The points are then divided by the number who answered
any part of the questionnaire and we've listed the top ten. Remember, you can alter
Yyour Poll answersa at any time.

Favourite ST character: Spack 8.22; Kirk 7.03; McCoy 6.27; Seotty 2.9%;
Sulu 2.56; Uhura 2.42; Pilcard 2.23; Chekov 2.08; Data 1.95; Sarek 1.04

Favourite ST actor: Nimoy 6.53; Shatner 5.00; Kelley 4.79; Stewart 2.29;
Taked 2.18; Doohan 1.90; Koenig 1.39; Nichols 1.33; Spiner 0.90 Lenard Q.93;

We asked you to mark the following out of 5; these are the average marks.
Serdes WL70; STIV 449; STIT 3.68; STITT 3.56; TNG 3.19; STV 3.18; ST-TMP 2.67;
Animation 1.98

BOOK REVIEWS

A CALL TO DARKNESS by Michael Jan Friedman (TNG 9) Pocket Books & Titan £2.95
Reviewed by Sheila Clark

The research ghip Gregor Mendel is missing. The Enterprise has moved well out
of Federation space in her search for 1t; Picard is particularly concerned becausa
one of the Mendel's crew is the daughter of an old friend, and Picard had used his
influence to obtain the position for the admittedly competent young girl.

The search takes them to Trilik'kon Mahk’ti; the home gystem of the
KlahKimmbrd ~ a race which disappeared some time previously after a clash with
another race - tha Cantiliac.

Ona planet in the system — A'klah — proves to have a natural shield. A faint
don trail seems to lead there; and sure enough, they find the misgsing vessel -
deserted.

The Mendel must be investigated; Plcard leads an away team which ineludes Worf,
La Forge and Pulaski — and they, too, vanish.

Meanwhile, on the Enterprise, a crewman has gone down with a deadly iliness;
the medical stars is having to fight to keep him alive. And the disease turns out
to be highly contagious.

Although Riker, now commanding the Enterprise, has no idea of what has happened
to the landing Party, tha reader is told; part of the atory follows the fortunes of
warrior Worf, healer Pulaski, bridge-builder La Forge and wagon-driver Picard - none
ot them with any memory of who they really are...

I do have one criticism; I found it s 1ittle too pat that Plcard and La Forge,
and Pulaski and Worf, should meet up on the planet's surface the way they did.
Apart fram that, I found the story well constructed and well paced. The
characterisation of the Klah'kimmbri is well done and thelr internel problems
handled convinaeingly., After the last three Trek books (The Captains' Honour, The
Lost Years and The Cry of the Onlies, for me this one was a refreshing change. I'd
give 1t 9 out of 10.
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A CALL TO DARKNESS by Michael Jan Friedman (TNG 9) Pocket Books & Titan £2.95
Revilewed by Karen Sparks

The author of this book grabbed my attention right at the start with the threat
he makes to anyone who doesn't read his page of acknowledgements, and held it
throughout the entire navel.

The story. opens with the Enterpiise searching £or a midsing research ship in
the vicinity of its last distress call. Picard lhas a particular coneern to find the
vessel since thare ia someone on board he knows. He thinks he is keeping his
feelings to himself until he discovers Worf pulling extra shifts and in the process
of dragging out of him the reason why, learns just exactly who else on the bridge
has guessed what is going ont The ship is £ound but no signs of 1ife are detected,
and the usual argument ensues between Riker and Plecard when the latter insists on
leading the away team. Riker has to give in, but of course his misgivings are
reallsed when Pilcard, Worf, La Forge and a reluctant Pulaski (who had wanted to stay
aboard with a patient sufferving from an unusual disease) dissppesr promptly after
beaming over.

Riker suspects the planet they are orbiting, A'klah, 18 to blame, but it is
cloaked by an energy mantle which scanners cannot penetrate, and the planet's High
Council flatly refuse to help. As time passes, Riker must balance his desperate
search for the missing officers against the erippling disease which is spreading
amongst the crew, and which Pulaski's deputy warns him is getting out of control.

Down on A'klah, the members of the away team are separated and their memories
arased and they are put to gruelling work in different areas. The greatest strength
of this book is the authentic portrayal of the main characters; even when their
memories are gone, the way they cope with thedr situstions and relate to each other
when rank cannot be a factor in theilr relationships is drawn very accurately.
Picard still displays curiosity to 'see what's out there' and naturally assumes
leadership which others follow instinctively; Pulaski is a gutsy lady who still puts
the welfare of har patlents first, no matter what the danger to herself; Geordi's
relaxed sense of humour and resourcefulness 1s ag evident as ever, and Worf ~ the
deplction of Worf being forced to fight yet finding to his shame that he is unable
to kill, and all the torment that goes with this for a warrior, is nothing short of
brilliant.

The only milld criticism I have of the plot is that events happened by
colneldence just once too often, and I wasn't too convinced by the cure for the
disease. Howevar, on balance, I enjoyed this book thoroughly, enocugh to now want to
read the TNG comies (not my usual field of reading) because the author of this book
also writes the storylines for those, and that's a good enough recommendation to
make me want to try them! ’

THE KOBAYASHI MARU by Julia Ecklar  Pocket Books (U7) Titan (30) £2.95
Reviewed by Lorl Scott

A new ST novel called The Kobayashi Maru recently came out in the US.A. As
its title suggests it 1s all about how several of the Enterprise crewmembers dealt
with the test. Although the book does go into Kirk's Kobayashl Maru he gets no more
or less attention than any of the othar characters. To me this seemed a refreshing
change from tha usual Kirk/Spock,/McCoy stories. This novel had me laughing one
moment and crying the next. It has a good deal of actlon, but Kobayashi Maru is
primarily a "PEOPLE" story in the best tradition of Traek. Suluy, Chekov, Scotty and
Kirk all are presented as very believable and likeable cadets, but considering some
of the stunts the four of them pulled off during theilr Academy days it is a miracle
any of them graduated at all. A definite must read for any die-hard Trekker.

I'm not sure but The Kobayashi Maru may be Julia Ecklart's first ST novel. If
go let's hope it's not har last.
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THE KOBAYASHI MARU by Julla Ecklar Pocket Books (U7) Titan (30) £2.95
Raviewed by Teresa Abbott

At the beginning of the book, we f£ind Kirk and Sulu injured, stranded in space
with McCoy and Chekov in a damaged shuttlecraft, with the Enterprise unable to
locate them due to excessive interference to its sensors from space debris.

Promising beginning?

To speed the time while they wait for rescue, Kirk tells the story of how he
passed (?) the Kobayashi Maru test during his studant days at the Academy. Each of
the other officers (axcept McCoy who presumably didn't take the test) is then
cajoled to tell of thelr own experience, which they do both to keep each other'g
spirits up, and to distract themselves from the fact that time is running out for
all of them.

Finally, of course, Kirk once again (1) refuses to be beaten by the no-win
scenario, and devises a brilliant plan which enables the Enterprise sensors to
datact the shuttlecraft, and they are duly rescued.

One chapter to each story, short chapters in between to keep us up to date with
developments on the shuttlecraft, and thay are duly rescued.

I found this a difficult story to evaluate failrly. Initially I thought T would
ldke it more, as I prefer relationship stories and this is really a series of
character studies. -

Fans of the minor characters might enjoy it, as we get a lot mora of Suluy,
Chekov and Scotty than we usually do, although I don't know to what axtent peocple
will approve of their taest solutions or consider them true to character.

Spock fans will ba disappointed, as he virtually isn't in it. No veason is
glven for Spock not being on the shuttlecraft, although we're told it was a
volunteer crew (perhaps it was thought that Spock would not have taken the test, but
surely Spock as a Starfleet Officer would have been through the samae gystem?). Kirk
states early on that the four pecple with him were the four he would have chosen
personally to be with out of all his crew (again no Spock), and when they are
f£inally rescued he forgets at one point that Spock is still with them!

I've read many good bocks whare Spock is absent, but in this one he isn't thare
in spdrit, which seems strange as the bock is supposed to take place after the first
£41m.

Stil1l this is enly a personal gripe, and overall I suppose I must in falrness
clags this book as mildly interesting.

THE KOBAYASHI MARU by Julia Ecklar Pocket Books (U7) Titan (30) £2.95
Reviewed by Sheila Clark

The shuttlecraft Halley has been disabled and very badly demaged by a freak
accident. Trapped in an area of asteroids, there seeme 1little chance that the
Enterprise will be able to detect the missing vaessel in time to gave the occupants -
Kirk, McCoy, Scott, Sulu and Chekov, To add to thelr problems, Kirk and Sulu have
both been injured.

The situation reminds Sulu of a simulation test that his class at the Academy
had taken.. and from that, four of them tell the others about how they fared in the
Kobayashi Maru test — McCoy being the only one with no experilence of it.

In some ways, this story is simply four variafiona on the one theme linked by
the frame of the disabled shuttle; the reader could almost congider it as five
linked short stories — a method of putting a story together that does not always
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work., This one does read well, howevar, and the reader is to some extant carried on
by wondering how Ma. Ecklar can posaibly find four different veralons of what is
actually the one plot. She does, though ~ in fact, she comes up with six versgions,
because Kirk takes the test three timest I do £ind myself wondexing if Mg, Ecklar
is a Chekov fan - his segment is longer than the others, and actually carries on
into anothar simulated test where his clasgs are 'stranded'. They are told that one
of them 18 an assassin - the test is one of survival. Although written in s very
readable style, the plot have 13 a little laboured; right from the start T found
myself wondéring why, the cadets wera reacting; ag they aid

The entire story, untll the last chapter, 18 set on the Halley. Some writers
would have devoted orie or two chapters dotted through the book degeribing the
Enterprise's search for the missing shuttle. This woulg certainly have allowed us
to see something of Spock in the atory ~ as a Spack fan, I did miss him! But
desplte that, I feel that this presentation probably warked more effectively by not
having the Enterprise playing a part. I would ee’ctairijy rata it at at least 8 cut
of 10.

SPOCX'S WORLD (audio versgion) adapted by Diane Duane f£from her novel of the ssme
nhame. Read by George Takel and Lecnard Nimoy, and published by Simon & Schuater
audioworks.

Reviewed by Helen White

This 18 a double-cassette recording, with George reading the main atory and
Leonard doing a 'Science Officer's Log! at intervals. It is vary efficiently
adapted from the novel: normally with these tapes.I am irritated by the amount of
detall lost (although this can hardly be avoided while using this format), but I was
impressed by the way that this one seemed to include the whole main story and not
Just a basic outline. What hag been done though, sensibly enough, 18 to omit the
entire half of the novel concerning Vulecan's evelution and history. For those that
don't know, the novel's format ig to have one chapter of Vulesn history alternating
with one of Enterprise gtory, which works well in print, but would, I suspact, he
horribly confusing on tape.

George's reading 1s most enjoyable, and he imitates everyone's voilce very well,
although 1t does seem rather strange to hear, for axample, Chekov's accent in
George's volcae. An intevesting addition to the original story is the ‘Science
Officer's Log!, which, as far as T know, occurs in all.the audio versions of the
novels. It presents a different angle on the story, glving Spock's views of the
events going on, and often serves to replace large gections of navration by
condenaing them down to a neat resume. Another thing that I greatly enjoyed was the
soundtrack, consisting of both music and sound effects. The sound effects add to
the story, and the musie too adds atmosphere, without being too obtrusive.

All in all, this was most entertaining listening, and I would highly recommend
it

UHURA'S SONG by Janet Kagan Pocket Boaoka (21) & Titan Glant Series ()
Reviewed by Helen White

There is a medical emergency on Eejauo, a Federation planet inhabited by a race
of felinoids, and the Enterprise has arrived to help. Dr. McCoy and Chris Chapel
are planetsilde, geeking a cure for the epidemic, while on board ship, Kirk is
getting bored, with nothing else that they can do to help. Uhura, meanwhile, goesg
to ask Spock's advice on a certain matter, and soon things are hotting up.. It
seems that the Eelaucans originated on a different planet, and that this planaet may
have a ecure for the 'Long Death'. Trouble 18, no one knows where the other planet
is, This, of course, 18 tha cue for some fiendishly clevep detective work from
Spock and Uhura, whereupon Enterprise 1s soon on her way to the other planet,
seeking help. Because of the extreme urgency of the misgion, the Prime Directive is
wailved, and the Captailn is merely instructed to 'use his own judgement'. When the
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ship arrives, therefore, the landing party makes itself known te the native
population, leading to a difficult situation, as the Sivaoan natives rafuse to
discuss anything at all concerning the Eelauocans: they consider the landing party
to ba 'children'. Thare is nothing for it: the landing party will have to Walk —
take the planet's initiation test.

I really love thig book: it's been my favourite Trek novel from the tirst time
I read 1t. There are some axcellent new characters, notably Dr. Evan Wilson, who ig
McCoy's temporary replacement while he is busy down in BEeilauo, and who, 1t turna
out, isn't guite what she seems, The Sivacans are the most believable feline race
T've encountered: they come across as thoroughly real. The maein characters are
handled well, too, and their behaviour remaina totally plausible throughout. The
medical matters are dealt with in expert fashion, including the cause and
progression of the 'Long Death', and the somewhat unorthodox administration of a
cure: when an emargency situation arises..Despite.the fact that the basie plot is
fairly simple, it's a busy book, with plenty of action and a lot of detailed
information on the Sivaocan culture, and it's also fast-paced: it's a difficult book
to put down. Strangely encugh, considering that the situation is deadly serious, 1t
comes acrossg as a happy book, although the sense of urgency is kept up throughout
tha story.

Basically, it has everything I want of a Trek novel and more, and as such I
would recopmend 1t to anyone, excapt perhaps the dyed-in-the-wool cat-haters!

ESEE L2222 22 2 22 2 st d

ZINE REVIEWS

SACRIFICES by Anna S Greener Reviewed by Sheila Clark

Although advartised as a Star Trek story, it is more accurately pre-Star Trek.
It is set on Vulean, and revolves arcund S'Tev'¥on, a distant relative of Spock's.
Spock himself appears occasionally, a very promising sclence student who has been
agked to asgist S'Tev'Fon and Savash, STev'Fon's t'hy'la and scientific partner, in
thelr reseaxrch, The story seems to have derived its inspiration from Amanda's words
in Journey to Babel — "You don't understand the Vulcan way. It's logiecal. It's a
better way than ours, but it's not easy — and 1t has kept Sarek and Spock from
speaking as father and gson for eighteen years.!

The writer does not use Gol or Kolinahr, but has her own verslon of 1t;
Kre'la'ett, the fourth level of Surak's philosophy of emotionless logic. When the
gtory opens S'Tev'Fon has just completed a fifteen—day test of his understanding of
Kre'la'ett, passing with almost unprecedentedly high competence.

Almost 1mmediately, however, his loglc runs into problems. His younger brother
Stoepek comes to him, asking his advice; Stoepek is as yet unbonded, but the time
has come for him to select one of the women chosen by his family for his
congidervation, Although several of them are suitable, he wants none of them; his
heart 18 set on one who is completely unsuitable. At first S'Tev'Fon advises him to
forget T'Sola, and he reluctantly agrees; then S'Tev'Fon changes his mind, and
publicly disgraces himself in such a way that T'Sola's honour 1s insulted and can
only be redeemed 1f ghe iz married to an eligible male of his family - and Stoepek
is the only one available. However, S'Tev'Fon must pay the price for his behaviour,
by being cut off from his family.

I started this story with some trepidation; however, after an initial stumpling
over the many S- names until I worked out who was who, I thoroughly enjoyed it, and
would very much like to see s sequeal, following SfTev'Fon's life as an exile. I
must admit I had a little difficulty in accepting the number of full-blooded Vulcans
who are depilcted ag having trouble with emotional control, the number of Vulcans
referred to who are outcast (le rejected by their families); but the atory revolves
around that theme, and 18 well and ~ dare I say loglcally? - developed. Definitely
a story for the fan who 1s interested in Vulean and the Vulecan way; and aven 1f you



143

are not normally -all that interested.in the Vulean way, this story should definitely:
hold your interest.

Order from Wendy Rathbone, 13101 Sudan Rd, Poway, CA 92064, USA. UK price, $25
airmail.

GREEN FIRE by Jacqueline Comben. Reviewed by Valerie Placentini.

Set after STV, the events of this story refer back to the '‘pon farr! scene in
STIV. Jacqueline has come up with an intriguing explanation for what really
happened, and haa traced an unusual set of consequences, Without giving away too
much of her plot, I can safely say that 'Green Fire! happily avoids the so—obvious
Spock/Saavik relationship, and presents instead a Vulean dealing with a situation
that, as far as I am aware, no zine writer has considered as a possible development.
For example, she takes fully into account just exactly what Spock's physdeal and
mantal state was at the time of 'pon farr. I am especlally pleased to see that the
pergonalities of Kirk and McCoy come over strongly.

While attempting to handle intense physical and amotional pressures, Spock
must advise Kirk whan the Entevprise is called to investigate a colony planet which
reports a possible invasion, and then ceases all contact. On arrival, the
Enterprise finds the colonists all deagq, apparently poilgsoned by contaminated food
obtained from alien traders.

The story is excellently written and developed, and as one would axpect from
Jacqualine is both literate and grammatical. I found it engrossing, and enjoyable
to read.

Howavaer, there is one serious problem. The story does not end; it stops. The
reader is left with the impresasion that elther Jacqueline was limited to a set
numbex of pages, or that she was trying to make a deadline and so completed the zine
too gquickly. Whatever the reason, there are gseveral questions that still require
answers, and the abrupt ending to the zine is something of a disappointment, as I
feel it should have been developed further.

Tha one saving factor is that the story ends at a point where a sequel would
seem natural. There is no indication that this is to be the case, but I hope that
Jacquaeline will consider continuing the story. With that regervation, I can
thoroughly recommend ‘Green Fire' as an original plot with appealing
characterdisations.

Ag usual with BSFR publications, the presentation is attractive, with a glogsy
cover, clear print, and excellent {llustrations by Mark wWhitfield.

Green Fire, by Jacqueline Comben. 53 pages, i1llustrated. Available from BSFR,
£3.40 to their members, £3.90 to non-members.

DESCENT INTO DARKNESS by Joah Verba Reviewed by Sheila Clark

This 18 a sequel to Joan's earlier novel, The Genesis Aftermath, which was a
rewrite of ST ITI in which the Enterprise was not destroyed. In this universe, the
events of ST IV have never happened. It stands on 1lts own, being set in the Genesis
Aftermath universe without actually following on from it.

The colony planet of Nargathrond has been settled for some eighteen years; the
native Lir are peaceable but — in the words of the governor - not very smart. Kivk
goas there for the funeral of Frank Harper, an old friend, and quickly learns that
something about Harper's death is suspicdous, although the governor doesn't want
attention drawn to it. However, a number of ex-Starfleet officers who now live
there tell him that over those elghteen years there have been several disappearances
- and some of the victims have reappeared weeks, months or even vears Iatar, some of
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them - as in Harper's case — many miles from where they ware last seen; all dead.

Kirk goes to where Harper disappeared, finds himself caught in a transporter
effect, and remataerialises underground in a complex where thare are sevaeral native
lir and the missing colonists, and the Lir are all trying - trying very hard -~ to
kill everyone they sae.

Kirk does manage to get a message to the Enterprise, and Spock, Scott, Sulu,
Uhura, Saavik and two others, Captain Smetana and Lt. Bannett of the Phoenix, beam
down into the complex. They are then, however, as stuck there as Kirk and the other
miseing colonists. They realise that the 'mormal! Lir culture must be living even
deeper underground; those on the surface are the harmless mentally handicapped
members of the race, while those in the complex are the homilcidally insane, put
where they can harm nobody except themselves. Tha colonists have been picked up by
accident; but the only way they can escape 18 by contacting the rulers of the
‘normal’ Lir.

This story is well thought out and well developed. Joan's own characters are
real people — and Captain Adele Smetana does not come over as our old friend Mary
Suel It's well worth getting. (It's also worth checking whether Genesis Aftermath
is still in print; it, too, is a well-written and interesting story.)

For ordering info see Zine Ads.

AS NEW WINE by Meg Wright Reviewed by Jean Sloan.

Kirk has recently taken over command of the Enterprise and 1s frustrated
because he does not understand his First Officer, Mr. Spock. At the Vulcan
council's request, Mr. Spock is seconded to make a preliminary survey of a planet
where there is a newly discovered Vulecanold race. He is to go alone, against normal
procedure bacause

*"who in hell wants to spend two months working that close to a Vulcan?' (one

very bigoted Commander Torven). *

Kirk objects to the breach of procedure (and finds Torven objectionable) so he
offers to accompany Spock. He has just been offered shore leave because the
Enterprise is to be taken over by a newly qualified Captain Owen for his command
"trial trip"; Kirk is therefore free to go with Spock.

The planet is in an early stage of development with its culture based on
slavery. The population of the planat is Vuleanoid, mo Spock 1g in command; Kirk
plays the role of Spock!a slave. (No, it is not an Adult zine), The zine tells the
story of their stay on the planet and is an examination of the relationship which
develops slowly between the two men.

Other characters people the story and are well developed. In fact the culture
of the planet is skilfully evoked through the narrative, and the background %o the
story "feels" realistic. The story line is strong - I could not put the zine down,
and I would recommend it to readers who like a good story and who find the
Kirk/Spock relationship fascinating.

Ag New Wine was first published by STAG in 1979 but is newly available from
"The Small Printers' (see Zine Ads).

I am relatively new to fandom, and have spent the last six months avidly
reading zines. I have already explained the type of story I prefer: I think my
favourite "reads" are as follows:

Single Stordes

Too Many Avenues by Kay Stagg — my overwhelming faveourita. A fast moving story,
axceptlionally well written, better than three quarters of the professional novels.
The ending is Iovely. (See Zine Ads)
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To Catch a Butterfly by Shirley Buck - a moving and polgnant story. It is sad, but
has a happy ending. (May be out of print)

The Beginning and the End by Simone Mason. The zine was reviewed in a newslaetter
earlier this year, but is out of print.

Collectionsg

IDIC's own Home to Roost 1, 2 & 3 — excellent value for money.

ScoTpress E-Log Entries ~ the stories are all of very good quality, and there is
good variety,

GLORY PROJECT by Gwen Brennan Reviewed by Sheila Clark

The galaxy 18 threatened by an externsl dangexr; stars are winking out. The
only thing that can save it 18 a group of three people ~ one each from the
'Federa.tion, the Romulans and the Klingons — who, working together, may be able to
prevent this happening to the entire galaxy. The three ships carrying those people
to their destiny must also co-operate; and the Captains of the ships are Kirk, S'Tal
and Kang. Even the Tholians become involved.

In due course we meet the originators of the Glory Project; the inhabitants of
another galaxy, for whom not just death or the extinction of their speciles 1is
enough; total oblivion is the thing they, as a spacies, most desire in life. To
accomplish this, they plan to destroy 'our' galaxy. This i the danger that must ba
countered. .

There is a fair amount of mysticism in this story. The Federation
representative, Margaret Sabbath, has studied Ancient Tibetan in order to raad
certain very old texts in thelr original form; presumably the Romulan Livius and the
Klingon Navigator have done the equivalent on their home worlds., All threa can
teleport and use talekinesis.

I feel that the author is fairly new to fan writing. I don't recognise her
name - for what that's worth — but I think that she has a lot of potential.
Unfortunately, although this story moves well and is indeed very readable, I was
left feeling just a little unsatisfied; T felt it could have been developed with a
little more depth, and that we could certainly have been told more about the
psychology of the aliens. Just why were they so pessimistic? Why did they find it
80 desirable to destroy not just themselves but everything? How could such a race
evolve and attain a level of high technology if depression was a natural part of
their natures? The idea 18 good, but does not, I think, accomplish its full
potential.

Having said that, I would sti1l say that it's well worth its price of $20
(airmail price). Order from Wendy Rathbone, 13101 Sudan R4, Poway, CA 9206l, USA.

LEGACY by Lynda Roper Reviewed by Sheila Clavrk

The Federatilon has received a signal from a previously unkanown race and the
Enterprise 1s sent to make contact. When they arrive they discover that although
there 18 a world-wide communications network it is totally unused; the population is
living in a very restricted area while most of the planet, although lush and
fertlls, is deserted. There are indications that the world has suffered from a
nuclear war fully a thousand years previously.

Kirk and Spock beam down and are captured in fairly short order; this is a
world run by woman, and they rather stick out. They are taken first to a boys!
house' and from there they are taken to bae 'sold' - although the women call it
'being protected!. They are however separated — the law is 'only one whole male per
house'; boy children are supposaed to be taken at birth to the boys' housea. Some
mothers do try to hide thelr song, but these are inevitably discovered asnd are taken
away by the authorities. At the boys' house most are castrated - the exceptions
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balng the sons of what might be called the ruling class, who will in due course be
sold to become the husbands of young women — and they are all brainwashed into
complete docility,

Unfortunately, Kirk and Spock are using a new kind of translator, which makesg
it impossiblae for them to use any kind of subcutaneous tracer. So wnan their
communicators are taken from them, they lose contact with the ship and rescua.

They are lucky in that they are bought by what might be called the two most
influential women on the planet; Spock by a town—dwelling industrialist, Kirk by a
county-1iving landownar who is directly daescended from Buyen, ona of the Mothars of
thelr culture.

The story mainly follows Kirk, who, when be tries to tell his mistress' where
he has come from and the culture that is his, 1s not bheliaved.

The story moves well and is a most enjoyable read. Lynda has developaed her
culture well, and her main characters show no sign of the Mary-Sue syndrome. My
only quibble lies in her handling of McCoy, whose behaviour does seem at times to be
a little less than completely professional. Balancing that, Lynda's Chapel comes
over as a much stronger character than she is usually deplcted. Recommended. It
came fast, too — ordared on December Uth 1t arrived before Christmas.

Order from Lynda Roper, PO Box 3U922, Richmond, Virginia 23234, USA; 188 pages
for $20.

Lynda i1s also putting dut a small zine—-ad publication, The Monthly, for which
she is charging a flat-rate $2 per issue to any part of the world. The first issue
is out now-

PIT OF ACHERON by Zaquia Tarhuntassa  Reviewed by Sheila Clark
This is a TNG zine.

En route for shore leave, the Enterprise 1s divertaed to meet the Neerigal, a
Starfleet Intelligence vessel. The Neaerigal has been investigating a singularity
but is not powerful enough to penetrate it without being drawn in; the Enterprise,
with more power, will let the Neerigal's crew investigate it more closely. The
Neerilgal is captained by an old acquaintance of Riker's, 2 man Riker intensely
dislikes.

Inside the singularity, they f£ind a wrecked ship, twisted out of easy
recognition; Data however uses computer enhancemant in a successful attempt to
identify 4t.

Meanwhile, Worf, on board the derelict, has vanished...

Although the writing is competent and the story well enough developed, T can't
help feeling that the writer has been a little ambitious with the theme. Just how
accurate the geience ig I don't know; I'm interested in agtronomy, but this is
pregented at a greater depth than I am acquainted with; howaver, it reads (to me)
like pseudo-science rather than the real thing — and dndeed, much of it has to be
sclence at the theoretical level, since nobody in the twentieth century has the
technology to penetrate a black hole. This is definitely a zine for the reader who
l1ikes hard sclence in his/her sclence fiction. Obtainable from Bill Hupe, 6273
Balfour, Langing, Michigan #8911, USA; SAE for UK price.

HOLIDAYS by Lisa Beckingham Reviewed by Sheila Clark

This 18 a TNG zine. It says on the title page that the storles were written
'for an educator of young adults for classroom use'. This could be one reasgon for
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the stories all being very short.

The zine conslats of five stordes, all by the same writer. The first involves
a trip through the Guardian of Forever — when Picavd's party returns, things have
been altered (not by them; indead, not even in thae period they visited!) They go
back to put things right. Then there is a pcem, The Night Bafore Christmas, which
is a parody on the well-known poem of the same name; Wesley plays Romec in Romeo and
Jullet, but the after—the-show party doean't work out quite as he expected; Data
gets a lesgon in practical joking; and Data plcks up an unusual pet whaen the ship
vieits a planet with an insectoid population.

I wish that writers who use the Guardian of Forever would re-watch Clty before
they do so, to remind themselves of how it operated, instead of having the Guardian
react as they want it to. In addition, that story resads more like a story outline
than a fully developed story. It needed a bit more thought to improve it from
competent to good, although I can appreciate that if 1t was wrltten for !young
adults' (teenagers?) the writer would not want to lengthen 1t too much.: The poem,
at one verse per page, wastaes space terribly. As a parcdy, though, it's quite good.
The Wesley story is an interesting little plece of adolescent reaction to growlng
up - not one I would necesgarily want to re-read, but a pleasant read the first time
round. The practical joke one I didn't 1ike; well enough developed, it was cruel,
but the perpetrators did learn thelr lesson. If its purpcse was to persuade people
not to indulge in practical joking, I take its point.

The last gtory was good. The twist did not surprise me ~ a throwaway line
@arly on wasn't thrown away quite casually enough for me, though perhaps it was for
the age group it was written for - but despite that, I definitely enjoyed it.

My biggest objection to the zine i1s that it is printed on one side of the page
only. This makes it seem longer than its 52 pages, but increases the cost. If Lisa
felt that a 26-sheet zine was too short to put out, I think she should have waited
until she wrote a few more gtories to lengthen 1t before golng into print.

Obtainable from Bill Hupe, 6273 Balfour, Langing, Mlichigan L8911, USA; SAE for
UK price.

ERIDANI 4 Reviewed by Sheilla Clark
This 18 a TNG zine.

Most of the stories are vary short - ten or fewer pages. There's a story
dealing with Geordi's reactions after getting his sight in HIDE AND Q; a two-pager .
about Wesley wondering what his greatest fear might be; an untitled Picard-Crushern
love story; a Troi- Admiral Spock story coming after CONSPIRACY; and a Data getg a
psychologileal teat at the Academy. There is-alsc a reprint of a TNG poll that first
appeared in Comlink, and dealt with the first series. THE BIG GOODBYE came out as
favourite eplsode (and JUSTICE least liked), Picard as favourite character (and
Riker least favourite).

There is one long story in the zine. Fifty years previcusly, Alveda 3, a
colony planet, had suffered from a severe plague. A medical investigation was set
up, with continuous funding, and had never been recalled although there had been no
cases of plague for many years. Now the Enterprise is called to Alveda 3 to
retrieve the surviving two sclentists. The Alvedansa are not happy about this; the
funding has, for many years, cushioned their economy.

Alveda 3 1s Crusher's home planet and she dnvites Plcard down to vislt hexr
home. Certain of the crew also go down on shore leave. And while they are therae,
the plague recurs.

There are a number of stories in Original Trek which depict Spock as a Prince
of Vulecan, destined to rule the entire planet (though I have always failled to
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understand why, in that case, he was aver allowed to leave for such a hazardous 1ife
as Starship officer). This story does much the same for Crusher.

It's a8 good story, and well developed, though I did spot the twist quite early
on. I loved the local, intelligent, Verrillhorses — Wikkl is a marvellous
character, I could have done without the Crusher—Picard romance, thought
Obtainable from Bill Hupe, 6273 Balfour, Lansing, Michigan #8911, USA; SAE for UK
price.

ERIDANI § Reviewed by Sheila Clark
This is a TNG zine.

The zine includes several pages:of letters of comment, both on earlier Eridanis
and on TNG@ itself. There is also an editorial letter which says {among othar
things) that 'They should stop firing actresses just because the writars arae not
capable of developing a romance between the current chief medical officer and
Captain Plecard! The day they do develop a romance between the CMO and the Captadn,
I stop watching TNG! The editor - gurprisingly, a man — seems to be actively
so