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SO RPTIVG LOST

"Ho, Admiral, T do not agree.®

The Surgeon-(eneral fought to control his exassperation, but it showed
clearly in the studied quietness with which he spoke. "It has been clearly
established that well-adjusted introverts are better suited to Starship life
than most of the more blatantly extrovert types. "They are better suited *o
Starbage 1ife ~ especially those bases sited on planets rather thsn those set
on artificlal structures...insofar as they are suited to Starfleet life at all.!

"0li, come now, Doctor.™ Adwmiral Fitzgerald knew that the Surgeon-General
preferred that title to his rank. "You can't deny that a few extroverts serve
to liven up 2 dull rec room.®

"Sure -~ if there's anycne in it except those same extroverts,® Dr. Tokoto
muttered, & note of cynicism in his voice that Fitzgersld either faziled to
catch or chese not o netice.

fell, then," he said cheerfully, "I rvepeat my proposal that we no longer
assign personnel of marked extrovert characteristics to Starbases, regardless of
their attainments, but assign 21l personnel graduating from the Academy to posts
on Starbases or Starships depeﬁaihg on their qualifications. We have, in my
opinion, beer prejudiced agzinst extroverts in Starfleet for far too long, on
the basis of o generalised psychologiste's recommendation dating back almost '
three hundred years., It is time we reslised that we are living in the twenty-
third century, gentlemen, not the twentieth,®

There was o murmur of general agreement. TLooking round, Dr. Tokoto realised
that he was in a minority of one, and gave a resigned shrug. Twen here in the
vpper echelons of Starfleet, people could be moved by emotional rather than
rvational argument, and he paused to regret yet again the death of the Vulcan
Admiral Su'laxr, his friend and sure ally in matters reguiring logical thought.
If 5%'lar had even been replaced by another Vulcan...but no, the space 1n the
ranks of Starfleet Command had been filled by the Tellarite Vik, an intelligent
and capzble being but foo prone to be swayed by emotional considerations. Tut
then, he mused, that was a common failing of the Tellarites... Just who was
responsible for this current idiocy Fitzgerald was dropping in their 12Ds, he
wondered, with a strong suspicion that somecne, somewhere, was pulling renk for
personal considerations,

Wery well," Tokoto conceded. - "But may I make one last plea for what I
consider sanity? DMoke this decision experimental, limited to one Starshin, for
a period of at least s yeor, and then reccnsider on the basis of that crew's
performance and adjustment te the new situation at that time."

Fitzgerald looked round the others. Tokoto added, coaxingly, “It would be
foolhaxdly, surely, to made a decision fthat goes against all psychological
recommendations without leaving an 'escape clsuse' ~ in cose it proves that the
peychologists of the past were correct.”

Fihree ghips out of the twelve Starships,? sfdmiral Komack, Titzgerald's
chief rival for the chairmanship of the Command meetings, suggested., “One might
he insufficiant for an accurate assessment. Shall we say the next three to
reguire replacement crew?!

Tokoto wade a face - bad enough to have one ship's efficliency rating under
risk, but three was still better then the entire Starship TFleet. "3ll right,
three ships," he agreed, glad that the rivalry between the two most senior
Admirals was leading Komack to side with him, however reluctantly, and knowing
that hig reluctance to accept even this cowpromise was clearly audible.

Fitzgerald locked round, ignoring the tone of Tokoto's agreement, and
apparently well enough pleased to accept the compromise himself. a1l agreed?
ixcellent. Mow we must consider a petition from Teta Draconis V..o
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Captain James T. Kirk made a face as he watched the tape containing his new
orders. 1t was the sort of mission he detested - semi-diplomatic, carrying
representatives of a world anxious to learn more about the Federation to a mnee te-
ing of the Figh Council. Such a mission was fraught with pitfalls, and since

the Babel mission in particular, permanently nerve-racking. The Klingong would,
he knew, do everything in their power to prevent further expansion of the U,F.P.

Bpock watched the expressive face with some amusement - well=concesled, of
course. It was a constant sourse of refreshment %o him - even in the privecy of
his own thoughts he denied that it was a source of amusement -~ to wateh the
changing and ohw-so-revealing expressions on his friend's face.

Resiznation = he had learned most of his now-extensive understanding of
Human facisl expressions from Kirk — replaced the amoyahnce-indignation-disgust-
frustration flicking in rapid succession over the Captain's face as he sighed
wearily,

"ihat do we know about the Ubarrak, Spock?®

Wexy little.," Spock paused briefly, considering. "They are of course
humanoid and are thought to be of canine descent. Their appearance cConcurss
they s1ill possess tails, and the angle at which the %21l is held gignifies
theix position in their culture - their rank, if you prefer. OQur lack of tails
to indicate our...degree of pride...will be 2 handicap in our dealings with thems
they will possibly be inclined to consider us as as subordinate as Lhose of their
own race whose tails are carried low. Thelr mouths and vocal cords ave incapable

of forming any Pederation language, and for the same reason, no race in the
Federation can master thelr language; translaters will therefore have Lo be in

uge at 21l timeg.®

¥irk wade another face. "I don't like being completely dependent on
translators,” he commented. "You lose too many shades of weaning.®

"You can do that even when both languages are spoken fluently, since diff~
erent reces usually have different concepts, different hases for thousht, Y Snock
replied evenly. "Too many abstract concepts are just that - abstract, and depend
on the wace's ethos, its views on honesty, worality, strength or weakness - all
of these are subjective., Jiven T = I speak both Terran and Vulecan fluently, was
trained in both from infancy although I spoke mostly Vulcan until T Joined the
Interpriss., 1 do not properly understand many Terran colloguialisms - o8 »
teacher, my wother spoke properly grammatical Terran...and T wonld find it
extremely difficult st times to twanslate completely accurstely from one lang-
vage to the other, retaining all the shades of meaning. I manage from day %o davy
because I can think in both lanpuages .t

wixik nodded, accepting the comment. "I suppose they will have the intell—
igence Lo reslise that 1ittle problem. About the tails - we'll Just have o hope
that they will sccepd renk insigniz in lieu of teilg carried high. It theytre
already in contect with the Federation they wust know we're all tail-less.” e
sighed. "I wisgh ~ oh, how I wish -~ that they'd let us get on with ourely
exploratory workly T

Fihis shlp is too guccessful, Jim," Spock said sympathetically, rvesponding
to the wiglful note in ¥irk's voice. "Were we less successful, we might indeed
be permitted to concentralte on exploration. Unless you with the Fntevprisge to
lose her wepulation as an extremely efficient vessel, you must accept these
little inconveniences.”

TLittlel™  Despite himself, Kirk laughed. "Yes, I suppose they are. Trust
you to put things intce perspective, my friend.®
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“emember,” Sgrral cautioned his underlings. "o member of any Federstion
tribe possessed 2 tall." A4 picture flashed vntc the screen in front of him,
"This pattern worn on the sleeves »f Starship uniforms indicates the (nptain,
He is the senior officer on the ship we will be travelling on, and commends all
the others.y The plcture changed. "This paittern indicates the Captain's
imrediate subordinates - if the Captain is eguivalent fo me, his imnediate
subordinates are of rank equivslent to Vrralk,m '

There was a wurmur of acknowledgement from the assembled Ubarrak. ‘iHowever,
as T understand 1t, there is some degree of responsibility carried by certain of
those wearing this pattern that the others do not possess. Among themselves,
those of the Federation wnderstand this and who possess that responsibility. It
will probably be best if we assume that all those wearing this vattiern are of
equal status. The next pattern -~ " a third pattern flashed onio the screen ~
i more camplex. I understand there is a considerable disparity in status amnong
the wearers of this patiern. Some have much authority over even the others nho
wear this gymboliy they are, in fact; in the position of Secretaries such
Rrorval —~ ot least, that is the nearest I can come to understanding it. We must
be careful not to offend. You understand, it would be easy to give offence with-
out intending to, without even realising that we were giving it. The shiv coming
for us will be crewed predominantly by Mumens, T undevstand. Their facigl
expresgions fell what they ave thinking, for those who can read such expressions.
This - % soother picture = " is a smile. It varies in degree from a slight up-
ward curlivng of the wmouth at the corners to a parting of the lips such as this,

which closely resenbles g snarl. It indicates pleasure.®

_,

Brerbre, o nervous Junior Secretary whose tail was carried permamently between
her lexs, shivered. Sgrral noticed the shiver, znd wondered if it was not too
late to replace her. But he knew that it was. This group had been selecled
the most suitable for the mission, and Brrbrr's knowledge of Terren - she could
read it fluently although 1t was impossible for her to speak it ~ mizht be of
considerable importance. Tt was a pity her attainment had not improved her
selfwconlidence. He liked his underlings to show proper vespect, but not to the
degree of Lrtnﬂ“'s Favming obseguiousness. Tortunztely, the Terrsans would not
realise hov extreme her sttitude was. ¥He would have preferred a male 'inter-
preter! - bubt no male had had Brrbrr's ability with Terran. She wes a nerve
schoolgind, oo, barely adolescent...

Sgwrel Jocked round. MAre there any questions?n

Mo ml' Terrans carry one of these pattermed marks on their sleeves:® Drakk,
nis Advisex's Undersecretary asked.

ST understand there are gome who do not," he said,  "These are of Tths lowest
rank, but again, there are degrees of oenloflty, I believe the word is. You can-
not assume that because a Terran carries no pattern on his sleeve, that he is
completely subordinate. It might be best to assume that the lowest ranking of
them ig egual ot leagt to an Undersecretary.”  Sgrral knew that Drakk was .
inclined to bully those subordinate to him, and he did not believe thet a Star—
ship Captain would take kindly to one of his more subordinate visitors tuying to
bully any of hid crew. "in addition, once we are off the Starship, we will be
unable to depend on visual indications of seniority, and I have no infoimation
on how we will be able to identify rank.®

"Nogt we mix with these Terrans®! Hrovral asked,

BTt is probably umnecessary, yet it would bhe an ideal opporbtunity for us to
obgserve menbers of the Federation in thelr everyday lives., I make no orders on
this. Tf you wish to socialise with them, I see no harmy if you prefer o
devote yolr time to working on our presentation to the Pederation High Counecil,
you are at liberty to do so,.

drovral subsided, his tail drooping slightly. Fo, the wily old dog had
nade no oxder, but Rrovral knew well encugh that the presentation had already
been thoroughly gone over by the top Ubar government officials and it would
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certainly be counted presumptlous for any mere secretary o go over it as if it
nad been compiled by a Junior Secretary like Rrrhrr.

Sereenld looked round again.  Vire there any more questions?h

There vere noneg, and the Ubar Aimbassador growled with satisfaction. ety
well. You are sure you all remember the patterns? Drakke!

“lhe Capteln wears two bands with a broken band between them, Fis fmmede
izte subordinates wear two bands. The next rank carries one band, but there wa
be some of them who are serior o the others, with nothing to indicate which the
they are.v

ey goed.  You will meet here at  davn tomorrow. Dismissed.®

Yhe Ubarrak diplomatic group waited politely until Sgrral had left, then
headed towards the door in strict order of rank. At last only Drakk snd Brrbrre
were Left.  She watched the Undersecretary nervously as he approsched her. Tis
ears pricked thoughtfully as he studied her. "You are going to be nice o me on
this trip, aren't you, my dear?” he asked sweetly, but with an undertone of
menace in his volce. BShe shuddered at it, but forced herself o BEY 4

"You are already wated. What will your wate say??

Drakl growled softly, deep in his throat. "She will not dare gay anything,
wy dear, Indeed, she will probably be happy that T have not desired her to
accompeny me, as I could have done. You see, I knew you would be there, my dear
- and you do want to be nice to me...dontt you?®

fhe looked at him, eyes bright with fear, then, forgetting bhis right as a
more dominant TThar to precede her, she turned and darted out of the voouwm.

e folloved slowly, tongue lolling out in avatistic satisfaction. Ais he
reached the stalrs, he closed his mouth politely, well aware that if he was seen
indulging such animal behaviour he would, even at this late date, be memoved from
the imbzssadorial party. And that would never do.

Fe hed hig own plans for the future - and they Cid nol entirely coincide
with

felcome aboard the Interprise, ambagsador.” James Kirk made no abttampt to
pronovnce the Ubar imbasssdor's name even althoush he knew the translator would
correct any ainor errvors in his pronounciation.

PYou honour us, Captain.”  Sgrral knew that the 'itsound in the Capiain's
name would be unpronounciables; he also chose to omit the name.

hnig is wy Plrst Officer, Vr. Woody Chief Medical Officer, Tr. Foeloys
pelence OFfTicer Spock; Chief Bngineer Scott.® ¥irk had debated including Sulu,
Chekov and Unura, but had decided not to - it would be difficult encugh for the
Ubarrak to remewber the five of them apart - well, the four of them if Spock!s
ears covld be taken as an identifying feature. ¥He knew that he was zoing to
find it difficult to tell the Ubarrsk apart, although the Ambassador was
distinguished by a touch of grey round the muzzle.

jereet turned to his party. "My Adviser, Vrrak," he introduced. "ilso
Rrovrel, (Chiel Secretavry.”

Firlk inclined his head politely, wondering if the TUbarrak would recoguise
the dntent behind the gesture. Two pairs of ears pricked forward, and Kirlk
groaned silently. ot that he hadn't experienced this problem before; wost
greetings are stylised by custom going so far back that no anthropologist could
even begin to trace thelr orvigina. The Ubarrak's stylised grestings, hovever,
were dictated by the use of muscles which in Humans had atrophied into complete
disuse, if indeed they had ever existed.

"Mr. HWood will show you to your quarters, sir," Kirk continued, “while I
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take the ship out of orbit. I will be available to take vou on a tour of the
ship, L wou wish one, an hour from now,®

"I would indeed be interested to see around your ship," Sgrral said, %Ig
welcome,

-ch, & vhrase the translators had fallen down on, giving the closest
meaning they could to the spoken words, :

I you would come this way, gentlemen,™ Wood said.

Kirk watched them go, slightly disturbed by the way that the last menber of
the party to leave carried his tall between his legs. It wes some time before
he digcovered that several of the party were femeles.

He entered the hridge and stopped dea. "What the - What the devil is
cauging that smellew

{363

den't know, sir,” Sulu replied ag he rose from the command chaiv., WIt's
roin life support, but they can't discover what's causing it.©

L

coming

“Itts like suvlphuretted hydrogen," Tt. Seval put in from the science consnle.

2

"4 good old-fashioned stink bomb," Kirk translated. "Can't Life Support do
anything to clear it”?

"hey say not, sir - they say their circuits are clear.m

“Well, we can't work in this stench. Chekov, Seval, Thura, go down to
Auxiliary Contrel and take over from there. fThe rest of us will join you asg
scon 28 you've serured your positions.?

en

“hye, siv.t The three retreated thankfully,

When the weport came through that Auxiliary Control was operative, Kirk,
with a sigh of weliefl, gave the order to vacate the Bridge. He let the others go
on, ant turned off, headed for Tife Support. There, he found everyone checking
and double~checking thelr consoles. It was a scene of activity thet should have
gladdensd any irate commander's heart, but it did nothing for Kirk's temper.

to indicate
find the

b Vrohaska came over to him. ¥I'm sorry, sir, there's nothine
where thet swell might be coming from. snd we can't clear it until we
source,™

(ii'j")

w Tsuggest you stop checking those consoles and try checking out the
various access links in the system,” Wirk said with deceptive guiest. e was just
beginning to realise that they must have a pracrical Joker sboard; and he didn't
like the thought. There was no place on his shiy for someone so iTTOSNOﬂULF]G
and when he scovered which of the new crewvmembers was the guilty npe
fuming, he headed for fuxiliary.

The nour that he had mentioned to the Ubar Awmbassador was nearly un bafore
. reported to him that the stink bomb had been found. It had been nlanted
lost access link before the Bridge, and was a slow-working kind, uwslﬁnod

)
it fumes over o period of some hours. There was no indication of who had
planted i

Kirk was net surprised.
He need round the command crew. "Well, that's the stink bomb found, but
Tife “L\; ven't cleared the air in the bridge yet. Once they veport they

have, you can 20 back there. IL I'm wanted, T'11 be showing the Ubar Jambassador
round the ship.™ He pausad at the turbolift doowr. "r. Sulu, you have the con.®

Yhye, gin.t
Fe found Spock waiting in the corrider assigned to the Ubarrsk delegntion,
and pansed.  YYou wanted somathing, Mr. Spock?®

Hlaptain, should you warn the imbassador that someone aboard the Mterprise
28 2 sense of humour that is warped, even for a Human?h
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Tiwven for a Human? Prejudiced, Spock?®

#laptain, you must admit that the Human sense of humour is frequently some-
what...bizarre,

“Well, yes, I suppose it is. As for warning the Ubarrak...T hada't thought
of it. Do you really consider it necessary ™™

BT am not sure. T have no doubt that in time we will discover who among the
new crevmeonbers hag a penchant for causing unpleasant smells, but until that
happens, he could eagily make a considerable ruisance of himself.n

“I've been trying not to think of that., I don't think T'11 s= vy anything to
Sigral Just yel...but meanwhile, why don't you have a word with Mcloy? Go over
the psych Dcofllos of all the new crew, see if any of them show anything out of
the oxdinoxy.Y

Hewy well, Captain.”

#irk watched the Vulcan disappear round s bend in the corridor, then buzzed
at Bgrialts doox,

Spock found MeCoy already deep in an investigation of psychological profiles.
He glenced v a8 the Solenoe Officer entered. es, Spock. What can I do for

youth

“Tou seem to have begun already. You heard about the incident on the nridge!

-

“By now I reckon everyone has.!
e person responsible wmust be one of the new crewmembers.?

feCoy nodded. "It seems fairly obvious. But - 7 he indicated the profiles
he head been studying - "nothing here shows any tendency towards practical Joking.
Two of the men show a higher extrovert roting than ['w happy about - Ilve always
vnderstood that blatant extroverts were alwsys assigned to Starbases where it was
easier fox everyone else to get away from them. I mesn, Jin's bete noir
Fmegan at the Academy — I did some checking up on him, and he was asgisned to
Starbase 17, although frowm his retings otherwise he'd have made a top engin
Put neither of these fellas shows any inclination towsrds practical Joking. %
enough, I think I've spotted them - they were doing a Hfunny man' act in the roc
roow & couple of nights ago, and give them their due, they were goody  exhibite
ionigte, mayhe, but they seemed to want to be the life and soul of the Doty
rather than sneak Jokers. This boy looks morve like someone that mets his kicks
out of inowing he's cau81nﬁmlnehl@fs &ven though nobody else knows it's hin,®

dpock comsidered the statement. "Mischief9" he queried.

"Yes. A stink bomwb is a nuisance, an inconvenience, but hardly dangerons -
at least, wader vormal circumstances, though I shudder to think what the core-
sequences would have been 1f an emergency had arisen while Jim was moving ﬂnmmand
to Aumiliaxy Control. It's a schoolboy type Tjoke'..omaybe I should be looking
for signs of imasturity.?

“ithe Capiain would certainly be gratified if you could dlsoovor anything
definite; Doctor. TIs thers anything T can do to assist youTts

YieGoy shook his head. "I don't think so, Spock, thanks. Tow can I tell vou
what to look for when I don't know myself?" ie sighed. "It's typical, vou know.
Tf we'ld picked up two or three new crew, it would have been easier to pinpoint
one of them; but did we pick up two or three? No. We picked up twenty~seven,
that's how many we picked up. Aind were any of those twenty-seven assigned to
Life fHelences, the most obvious one to check out for this particular 'joke!y Io.
This lad's cunming, Spock.!

Spock frowned slightly. "I believe T can follow your logic - for once

You think that any future tricks he perpetrates will be aimed at nlaces whorc it
will be difficult to assign blame, so that he can remein 'Lost in the crowd!ds




1T could almeost guarantee it,0
“Sevel and T could meld with all the new crew members - * Spock began,

FIE we can't find hiw any other way, we might hove to take you uv on that,?
MeCoy said. "But I wouldn't ask it of you just yet, Spock, and I'm sure Jim
wouldn't either. Tt's not as if he was endangering the ship,n

They were.interrupted by the door opening. Kirk entered, escorting four
Ubarral -~ the grey-muzzled Sgrral, one that Spock decided was Vrrak - his Focial
hair seemed fractionazlly lighter than most, Spock thought - and two who had
certainly been in the group who had not been introduced, Sgrralls tail was
cerried high, almost at right angles to his body; Vrrak's almost as high, The
other two were held low - certainly lower, Spock decided, than Rrovralts had
been, and he wondered why these two should be included in the tour when hrovral
was not, ter he digcovered that these were the mates of Sgrrel and Vrecvaks of
low stotus, as all females were, but granted certain privileges because of the
high rank of their mates.

MeCoy moved acrosg to greet them politely and Spock dropped back beside
¥irk woile the Doctor explained as concisely as he could the purpose of the
> . v puLp
diagnostic beds.

In e low voice he repeated the gist of his conversation with McCoy, and
Kirk frowned.

“He's right about one thing, Spock - T won't let you or Seval meld with all
those people unless there's no alternative and the safety of the ship ig ot stake."
Fe thought for a moment, "I wonder if one of his extroverts is still the Joker,
carrying out a double bhluffry

ing up, getiing himself noticed...so that it's so obvious to suspset
nobody does.

him that

pock consldered the explanation. FHumsns can be very devious at times,"
he. gighed.

AT think the best thing to do right now is - apparently ~ ignore it, Fe'll
know he csused some trouble, of course ~ thatt!s unavoidable - but a o i
Joker gets half of his fun ovt of the furore he causes. Not gelbting -
officizl wnotice would he quite galling to him, And we'll continue to im
little gomes in the hope of drawing him out, encouraging him to be just a litile

e

carelesz,v

fiind 1f he plays sowe trick on the Ubarrak, Cantain?t

et could be awkward., If that heppens, I'11 throw the book at the
entirs crew - yeos, I know that's unfalr, but crew reaction would be so obvicusly
against him that T think he would get the wmessage. And the Uharrak would be

appeasad -~ at the moment that's the most important point.n

MeGoy returmed the visliors to Kirk, who ushered them towasrds the door. As
they went, Hgrral said, YIg welcome, Doctor,® .

Am o the party left, MeCoy glanced at Spock. "™dhat would you say that meant,
¥Mr. Snock?d

Spvock's eyebrow lifted. "I assume he meant to say 'Thank you!'.w

of

o loft Brrbrr's room with a satisfied swuirk on his face. The young,
Junior had indeed 'been nice to him' and her unwillingness had added
hig pleasure.

texrri
splce to

ffe turned a corner and almost bumped into a Human crewmen busily ocouuled
with a brush outside Sgrral's door. The Fuman jumped, alwost unduly startled,



Drakk wemambered his orders. It would do no harm to adhere o them - for
the moment.

apologies," he said, albeit ungraciously.
0, that's all right., I didn't expect to see anyone arxound this late.®

It was difficult to detect tones of woice in the even, translated volce,
but Drakk's sensitive ears could find no irace of embarrassment in the Human
volcee. ‘You are working late," he commented, only mildly curious since it seemed
the man had the right to be there.

“Yes, there are some jobs that have to be done during ship's night, like
this painting one. I thought your party would all have been asleep by now,

Draklk allowed 2 note of amusement to creep into his voice., "ot 211 of us
are accompanied by our mates. And if a young and pretty Junior is willing..."”
He allcwed his voice to traill off suggestively,

The fuman bared his teeth in the snarl that Sgrral had said denoted amuse~
ment. “Voulve been enjoying yourself?¥ the Tuman asked., "e, novw, I find = bhit
ht adds spice. Vakes me feel more dominant, likes wmore of a man.t

Draid declded that this fuman -~ he wore no pattern on his sleeves - must be
of low status, yet ambitious. "How long have you been on this shipy? he asked.
The answer wisnt be quite informative, give him gome insight into these Fumans.

J0h, I'wm newly gualified -~ I joined the ship two or three wecks 2800
e you are still guite youngwn

“ltm twenty three.® This time he sounded defensively insulbed.
Twenly three? fPwenty three was...aluost revered ancient! But...
Fhat is the Human life span?™ he asked shrewdly.

Siundred to mundred and twenty.®

fhe By compasiron, he would be perhaps four by Ubar standards, Hewly adult,
like Dokl himself. So - Mumans, like Ubarrak, had a status hierarchy that went
by age as well as strength.

Lokalf plan was davning in his mind. It would do no haru to cultivate this
young ruman,.. S0 long?™ he asked ag if awed. ind indeed, he was slightly awed.
A hundredsss That was practically immortality!

The fumen stared at him. "How long do your people live, then?® he asked.

“ihe fmbogsador is twenty five, and he is very old. e should have retired
almost a year ago, but he refuses to adwit hig sge., I wouldn't expact him to
live for wmore than another few monthg."

Flyrenty Tiver" the Humen whispered. "We've barely fully qualifioed then!
Bow old are youlh

“Toem pnearly four years old," Draki told hiwm,

he Humen had heard ship's gossip that the Ubasrrak were of canins descent.
Apparently this extended - approximately ~ to their life spans, four bto five
times lesg then Humen. Amezing how supericr it wade him feel. The Ubar seemed
friendly, too; wmemories of the First Officer's general lecture on how they
should behave towards thelr passengers [lashed through his mind, and in the same
moment he dismigsed them as so much diplomatic hot aire This Ubaxyr wag like a
friendly dog < by God, it would mske the Coptain and First Cfficer git up if he
was seen going arvound with one of them! And that blasted Science Officer, H00...

Wahat's your name?" Je asked,
orakk.  What's yours?d®

Pives, Inglgn Carlos Rivas." He shrugged. 71 haven't been assigned to
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a departne

nt yet - for the moment I'm still in the Maintenance squad, I'm hoping

gal
to get lnto Iife Suopport.®

FAh. T am an Undersecretary. It is a good position, and one day I will be
in line for an Ambassadorship.” No need to mention that at his age he should
gtill be a Junicr Secretary. He had been...forbtunate. 90T course, uwntil now all
our imbassadors have been involved only in intra-planet diplomacy; it would be
good to be imbassador for Ubarr on another world.®

“Temh, I know what you mean. I could have got work on Tarth no bother, and
with a lot less effort than getting through Starfleet Academy ~ even though I
didn'v specialise in anything there. The ones who specialise have to do an extra
year, souwetimes even two. JBut T wanted to get off ®arth, see 2 bit more of the
Univerge.h

Drakl yawned cavernously. e had had a long day, and so much had been
happening thet he had missed his mid-afternoon nap; bed was begimning to scen
most attractive. I regret, friend Rivas - I have had a busy day, end T grow
weary. Rovever, T would like to talk with you again - I think we have ma
orinions we could exchange to our mutual bhenefit, When can I see you agai

“ell, T'moon night duty," Rivas said. 91 come off duty 0700 hours tomorrow
morning, fowe of the fellows con night duty stay up then, go to bed in the aarly
afternoon, and get up in time to go on duty avsain. Me, T prefer to zo to bed
then, get up mid-afterncon and have some off-duty time when I'm wide awake. I'm
free t111 2100 hours.®

“hereas I will be attending to wmy duties until..." Drakk hesitated while
he converted Ubhar time to ship's time..."1800 hourg."

ihey we meet up at 1900 hours, then, in rec woom three?" It was the biggest
of the wec roomg, the one vhere he would be most noticed. ¥That'd give you
time to eat.h

Drakk sniffed cerefully, committing the Wuman's scént to memory, H1900 hours
in wee woom three,” he repeated. He knew he would stand no chance of rememnbering
the man frow his appearsnce, and suspected that the opposite night weil also be
true. However, despife Sgrral's implied oxder that they fraternise with the
Homans, it wos wnlikely that any other of the Ubarrak would he entering rec room
three at the exact same time; PRivas would have no problem in recosnising

It was with a certain feeling of self-satisfaction that Drakk entered his
cabin. Fe would be seen to be obeying Sgrral's 'order' while al the same tinme

possibly adveancing his own ambition...

wed on. Menotony, relieved for a few momsnts while apotoe to
:ing  the insign bezan to ponder ways of relieving it once more,

PLves pain

Dralkk, sat in s

(o

fhe exposure was tremendous, the surface greasy and treacherovs. Kirk was
Jugt reesching for the vital handhold when an alarm bell sounded, mekine him dump.

)

He felt his balance poing, and grabbed wildly at the rock face for something to
permit him to rebtain it just as the alarm zounded again.

Trig time he ldentified 1it, and resched, suddenly wide awake and with hieart
beating wildly, for the intercom. *Kirk here,?

Soulu hewe, Captain.  Sir, T just passed the Ubarrak's cabins on wy way to
the bridge, and someone hag painted '"Good dog! on all’  their doors.t

Kirk drew a deep breath, That bloody practical joker! TLuckily LiL wes -
unlikely that any of the Ubarrak would be able to understand the words, but the
sooner they were oblitersted again, the bétter. "Gelt someone from Felintensnce
down rizht away o peint it out,™ he ordered grimly.

"Weg, sir.t The intercon went dead.

Kivk punched it again, “Hirk to Yood.®
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There was hardly any delay. "Wood here, Captain,'
Prtd like o word with you In wmy quarters in five minutes.®
YWog, Captain.®

By the time Wood appeared, Kirk had washed. We was pulling his pants on as
he said, "our joker's struck again, Mr. YWood."

“Tie hos? YWood frowned,

i‘o
},,_I
[
©
s

Hirk gove him the details as he finighed dressing, and the Tirst OF
' woment. "I think halntcnance is working in that part of the ship

thougnt for
at the moment,” he offered.

The Caplain grunted, and returned o the intercom. aintenance, " he said.
There was a short delay. ™iaintensance - Lt. Frew, here.®

“llentenant, what work is currently being done in the region of Deck 5y
cabing 9 - 187%

“Itts being painted during the graveyard shift, sir - sorry, I mesn third
watch

¥irk alloved a touch of amusement to tinge his voice. 9T am- Cawsdro of Hhe
term, Lileutensnt - I've served my share of dubty on it. Cen vou tell me who was
vorking there last night'™ Fe knew Frew would he Just on duty.

“Jugt e owmowsnt, Captain, and I'11 check the roster... Imsign Rivag, gip,"

ihank you, Lieutenant.¥ He glanced at his chronoumeter. Wimsian Nivas
will be ‘nf. duty now," he muttered to Wood, who nodded., "I'd like a word with
Mr. Rives as soon as possible, Mr, Frew," he wenton,

venelly goes straight to bed, sir,” Frew told him, and he nodded.
gome men did, he knew,

thot case I von" disturb him. But I'd like to see him ss soon as
“

L1
he comos, n duty again.

STTIL leave word for him, sir.y

Hizk fiicked off the intercon. “I would doubl that ﬁlV%S ig the guilty
party,” he said, halfl to himself. "Ii's oo obvious. But he should be warmed

not to leave paintpots lying around where anyone else can Zat hold of them,

“ome to think of 1%, Captain, Mr, Rivas is one of cur new crew newbers,
Wood sald. Though Crowm what I have: seen of him, he appears to bhe o s n@ioTv
man. " ‘

¥irk stored at him. "Fot one of VMeloy's pair of extroverts?  he asked
anxiovsly,

Hrio, silr.e They are both assigned to engineering,®

481t happened, Rivas had not yet gone off duty, but had been prowptly
as%iﬂneﬂ by Lb. Counar, just bhefore he went off duty, to paint over the offending
slogans, Ue did so with bitterness in his hea 1ty knowing that Coupar suspected
him of havi pulﬂued them on in the first pluce.

Wnen e weturned to Meintenance with the paintpot, ¥rew intercepted hinm,
“The very personl Hivas, the Captain wants o see you."

owyy  fe was already half an hour into overtime for which he would
receive no croedlt, he knews it was just hard luck if someone's watch over-ran.

HYes, now - and he didn't sound too pleased, either.”

pives sighed. Yo, the Captakn probably wouldn't be too pleased -- even
thougzh the zn hadn't been insulting and the aliens probably wouldn't have
been able to vead it anyway.
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e buzzed st the Captain's door relucitanily, and obeved the brisk 'Conei!
9

that repliced o it.

“he Captain wes not alone; he was checking over sowsthing with the Science
Officeri Xivas shivered. Yot that he had anything against Vulcans, exsctly...
but they looked at you as if they could see vright into your head, could detect
every thought.,.and he had alresdy clashed once with Ypock over a job thatl the
Vulcan claimed he had sgkimped. #4nd he hadn't - he had just...out 2 few corners
while he wag doing i+,

Fives pulled himself to attention before the desk. "Insign Livag, air.d

Kirk nodded. "insign, you were painting in Deck 5 last night.®

Wez, sir.?

fhld you see anyone while you vere working?"

"miy one of the Ubarrsk, sir. ¥e had been visiting one of the others - one
of the females - and was on his way back to his cabin,®

1T sec, Jnd when you finished the job, what did you do?v
41 teook the paintpot and brush back to Maintenance, gir,®
froout what time would that be??

Pives hadn't really paid that wuch attention. "I 'm not sure, sir. About
helf way through the watch,v

Mixk nodded.  PVery well, imsign. 7hat is all.w

Hihank you, siv." BRivas left smartly.

Birk mozmed at the closed door. "What do you think?v

L dont't know," Spock replied slowly. T have scen him before - T cought
him perclorsing en inadequate cleaning assignment in the science lab some ton days
ago ~ a guantlity of corrosive Fluid had bheen dropped accidentally., Ye wasg, T
consider, not best pleased 2t being supervised while he re-did the eniive task.?

The Caplein grinned., "I bet he wasn't," he said, even as he thought, Thank
heaven you spotted him, ny friend. "Yood thinks he seems a sensible man,v he

sald, half provocatively.

"1 do wot. T do not think he appreciated the danger even after T pointed it
out to hiw," Svock saidedrily.

“hich would make him too unimaginstive to be ocur practical Joker," Kixk
suggested,

spock consldered. "hoes o practical joker have much imagination

“hepends on the scope of his pranks. Some practical jokes ave guite clever
- looked at objectively.”

Spock werely grunted.

¥izl's hopes of a quiet trip, already low because of the practical jokesm,
died completely the next morning when teCoy reported to hiwm that he had just been
called to Vrrak's cabin by the Ambassador, who had been called by the Adviger's
mate. ol wos dead; a heart attack. Tt was not, his mate admitted, entirely
unexpected; Vrrak had had two heart attacks in the previous year but had been
passed a

.5 Uit for this assigrment by his doctor. However, he had not felt well
when ne wen't to bed; and he had been dead when she woke in the momiing. wceloy
had hed time for a guick examinstion, and had confirmed what she knews Vervakts
heart had been unable to stand the strein or the excitement of this assignment.

Liber that, Kirk thought, things could only get Letter.

The next wwo days passed uneventfully. The remaining Ubarrak scened 4o bho
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anxious to mix with the Interprise personnel; Kirk, not entirely willingly, found
aimsell belng approached constantly by Sgrral. The ambassador's quesitionsg vere
intelligent, the Ubar clearly wanting to discover more about the Federstion and
its workings than he might do from the diplomats officially representing i%, but
it cut inmto Rirk's precious frec time to an enormous extent. Whenever pogsible,
Spock joined them and frequently directed Sgrral's questions towards himgelf, so
thet Kirk had little to do save sit with them, ligtening and putting in the odd
word, but Lt was lumpossible for him to relax completely.

Wood, who wmight have helped him, seemed oblivious of the demasnds the Ubzr
tmbassador was making on  the Captain. Indeed, Spock wasg doing much of Wood's
soclal duty while the Tirst 0fficer sat in a small group composed of Tnegign Aivas,
Insign Cerbah from Ingineering, Lieutenants Ymuda and Lester from Securlity,
Yeoman Schumacher and one of the Ubarral - one of the more junicr ones, to Jjudge
from ths Llowish angle of the tail. 41l were raelatively new crew, Kirk nobed
subcongeiounsly, and frowned slightly. It wasn't necessarily bad for discipline
for the command crew to be on friendly terms with the juniors, but it wasn't all
that zood either ...especially considering what he already knew sbout Rivas. THe
must remenber to ask Scotty and Security Chief PBaillie ahout Cerbah, Zmuds and
Lester. Schumacher he knew as a conscientious enough but rather woolly-headed
girl who wasa't likely to make any serious mistakes but would never bhe good
enough for prowmotion either. She seemed *to be making a play for Cerbah, who was
certainly handsome encugh, but who seewmed to have little interest in her. Legter
was good-looking in e brittle sort of wayy Wood seemed to be paying her pavt-
ieular attention, and she did not seem to be averse to it. Just as long as she
didn't take adveniage... e

Unuen had taken ancther Ubar under her wing - the rather delicately-builb
ona with o 21l carried so low that it was held curled bhetween its owner!'s legs.
Uhura seened %o be caryrying most of the conversztion, too.

Eixk commented on it to Uhura on the second day. The Communicationg 0fficer
frowned,

"Wesm, Cantain, I'm not happy about the situstion there. frrbrr ig vor
yowng, even by Ubar standards -~ Just a teenager. She's been pushed into & job
she's not mature enough to handle because she has a rare g1t for lesrning lang-
usges, Bhe meads Terran perfectly. Pul she doesn't have any social swareness -
her entire 1life has been onc of study...at least since her gift was discovered,
Ubarrak females have only recently been emsncivated - her mother's generation...
welly; 1t was unthinkeble for o properiy~brought-up femsle to work, and it's only
been in the last five years of so that there have heen changes. Of courge, in
our terms, thet would be twenty to thirty vears. Temales sre still ~ well
undominent, with very few exceptions; it's easy to declare sexual equa ity, wut
attitudes die hard., She doesn't know how to assert herself, and her mother cert-
ainly wasntt able to tench hers.. Tut what's really worrying me is, one of the
males in her perty ie foreing himself onto her. She doesn't say much about it,
but I gather he's older, more dominant becsuse of that anyway, and she's terrifisd
of hiwm. They rely a lot on honour meking their system work, and as a wule it
does, but there is the odd case where someone without honour comes along - like

]

frakk. And Captain - Drakk is the Ubsr that was with Ur. Wood last night.o

Fivk knew vhat she meant. Uhura, too, didn't trust vood's judgement., Howe
ever, rather then eacourage Uhura to say anything that could be construad

openly critical of her superior officer, he changed the subject slightly.

8.5

thuea sniled. "It wasn't terribly easy to get her started, but once she
dic... Of course, she should complain to Sigral, but she says that if shoe does,
Draklk will find some way Lo punish her.?

. tynical bully, in other words.m

Ve, Cavptaln.”
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WWaell, do what you can fto build up her confidence.®

TWag, gix.h

¥irk was still thinking about this exchange when he found Sgrral wellting for
him in the ness. "™lood afternoon, Ambassador,Y

Good mmitiag, Ceplaint

By now ¥irk suspected thet this was ag standard and stersotyped 2 gresting
a8 'good wmorning', svoken for politeness and without really meaning anything.

¥irvk =2t and pulled his tray towsrds him., He savoured his first mouthful
of coffee., “fh - I needed that."”

He glanced round the ness: 1t was fairly busy, with crew just come off
wotch anxious for coffee, at least, even if they didn't mean to eat until latex.
Another Ubar was sitbing talking to Lbt. Wasters: even ag he watched, o gecond
Thar entared, il held very low -~ though ncot as low as Brrbrr's - and Joined
the pair. "It's nice to see your people mixing with mine, Ambassadox.t

i save a rumbling sound deep in his throat that sounded wvaguely
reassuring - the translator falled to interpret it, iy mate and Urmmvla.® i
he identified.

"rhey don't have an official position in your party, I understand.® It was
the first time the subject had arigen naturally, and it wag most a propos.

v, although of course they welcome the opportunity to see members of your
rederstion at close quarters, and thelr comments are of value to me."

Mo any of the others bave thelr mates along?" Kirk asked casually.

tRrovrel brought his. Drakl chose not to," Sgrral sald, his transiasted
voice even wmore expressionless than usual.

Kivk's eyebrows lifted, as much at the lack of expression as anything else.
Hourely that ig unusual?" he asked,

T

We weve somewhalt surprised," Sgrral agreed. "ibar males bend To  be
possessive of their mates, znd Ubar females very Jealous.”

Which wos mach the same thing, Firk thought. "Perhaps - er - he felt he
=X o [“
would like a 1ittle female company — outside his wmarriage?

Seriells whole body seemed to stiffen. YThe very thought is ar insulil™ he

snapnac.

CTg b0y Kivk asked. "ambassador, ask Miss Birbir what she thinks. Accords-
ing to wy Communications Officer, Drakk has heen forcing his atbtentions oo
pirhir. And one of my ensigns on a late night assigmment saw Drakk leaving a
cabin where he was 'vigiting! a female and returning to his own guarters.®

oLt daws gaped.,  "Impossibleld™ he whispered.

Wharhape bhel ig why wy people have seen it while you have not,® Wink
sugrested. It is veprehensible, but not unknown among Humans. Ve have an eye
for scendal which your people lack.”

#Yes, e L[ wWill agk Brrbrr.”

shceording to Unura, she's terrified of Dmakk, who is using hig superior
status bo force her acguiescence,™ Kirk added helpfully.

51 will find out," Sgrral promised -~ Kirk wasn't sure whether he wasg
nromising the Fuman cr himself that he would take action.

However, by evening the next day, nothing apreared to have been done,

Kizk wes pondering the situation with regard to the Ubarrak as he walked
along the corvider towards his guarters. Just off duty, he intended to have a
relaxing evening; o leisurely meal, then a couple of hours' chess with Spock.
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And then hisg feet went from under him. e just had $ime +to regigter that
someone had left the corridor littered * with something like ball-bearings
before hisg hend hit the deck with a solid thuep.

Helf dazed, Kirk pushed himself into a sitbing position, the pounding in
his hesd making 1t difficult for him o think.

Ballebearings. He was sure of it, He ran his hands over the surface of
the corxridor - reaching over to investigate Ffurther afield when his firat gvecp
detected nothing -~ still finding nothing.

Canitiously he scrambled to his feet to move egually cautiouvsly towsrds the
nearby intercom., The floor seemed good and solid this time, with nothing under—
foot that should not have been there.

Tips set; he punched the intercom. "Securdty.t
He vas answered almost instantly. "Security. Tuiy Officer Shacter, sir.t

ST want o couple of security guards to check over corridor one, declk five,®
he ordered. “Purpose -~ to find any objects on the floor that should not be
there,”

“Ay o, gir.¥

If Bhacter was surprised by the order he gave no sign of it. Kirk walked,
still slightly hesitantly, on 4o his cabin.

Tngide, he sank gratefully into the chair beside his desk. He s$ill felt
dizzy from the fall, slightly sick, and his left leg ached aboninably vhere he
had wrenched 1%,

he debated whether fo call McCoy, feeling slightly 8illy at even congidering
calling fox him becauvse of a mere fall, then changed hnis wnind., His head was
pounding so badly that it needed the relief of a painkiller. "he lsst thianzg he
felt like doing was walking to sickbayy ungteadily still, he reached foxr the
intercom. “Sickbhay,.d

oy heng, '

“Hones, can you spare a wmimite? T'm in my cabin. Oh - bring your Llittle
black bag,™

"Myses Jimy, have you hurt yourself9n

Tisthing serious, but I1'd appreciate a painkiller.?

LTl be the judge of whether it's serious. T'11 be with you in two
minutes,

fle prvived in several seconds less than that, slightly out of breath., Xirk
grinned.  YYou didn't have to run, Pones, I'm not dying."

Prmm. o BeCoy cast a quick professional eye over his Captain, "ihat
happened:d

Hesitantly, Hirk explained. MoCoy pursed his lips, a worried look on his
face., %Could this be our practical joker agein?' he asked.

Tt not sure," Kirk said wincing as ¥ceCo ran would=he centle fing‘ ars down
¥ § S o [
hig leg. Wnichlit

Thoret  Fmm.  You haven't broken anything, but you've pulled a muscle.
You'll ache for a day of two = though there's no serious damage done. What you
do have though is a wild concussions I'm ordering you o take it easy Tor &
coupie of days., Here will do, but if T catch you trying to o on duty, 1t'll be
in sickhay. Indergtoad?s

N

He took a hottle out of hig wedikit and shook a tablelt ocut onto hiz hand.
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nistll gort the headache

Gratefully, Eirk swallowed 1t,

licCoy shoolk hig head enviously. "I wish I could down pills without water.
Come to thet, I wish wore of wy patients could. Iu g 5 useful ability at timesg.®

Kirk grinned slightly. 9Considering what the water on board itastes like, I
don't bisme you.t

Tt's perfectly pure...™ VMeloy said.

Hivk's grin widened at the doubiful note in the doctorts volce. ¥I keoep

trying to tell wygelf it's 2ll my imagination because I know it's recyeled,? he
admitted, Yend I don't convince myselfl very well."

ST dop 4 even Soy,Y MeCoy admitlted. 71t tastes foul, and thati's 211 there iz
to it! i

e price we pay for having a career in Starfleet," Kirk commented,
relieved to feel the dwarves whoe had been trying to hamner a hole thr onrh his
skull lessen thelr attempts. Yaire those new pills youlve gotb?H

vhcting alwready, are they? VYes. T got a batch last  Starbase, . but youtre
the fivst b*iﬁQQWhi" to get one.e Thelr umh is restricted to specific pains, and
we've had a trouble-free f‘lwht gince...if you discount practical jokers and

aliens with weak hearts.”
e intercom buzzed, and Kirk leaned over to it. #Hirk here.®

TE. Shacter, sirv. We can't find anything in the coryidor thet shouldn't
he theve.w

thing at all?" ¥irk gounded slightly incredulous.

Bihere were a couple of bn]lmboqunM% beside the wall, but you'll oiten
get the odd ball-bearing lying around

"oz, of course.., Thank you, Mr. Shacter, He flicked the intercon off,
and looked un at MeCoy. "Ball~besrings,™ he said.

»

pall~bearings.’

Understanding dawned on ¥Mcloy's face. "You wouldn't have skidded on Jusgt
1 J
two of them. vhat happened to the OEHCT“iH

ies.  What hapoened to the otherss 1 must bave been out for a few winutes
- long ane for vhoever scatiered the things to come back and clean them un.

Which also that he mwust have been close, pro}bb7v watohing, o

Who T ocould have been right. This could hxve been our joker.

“Yest, Girk's volce was grim.  And T domt't like it, Something like a
stink bomb is bhad and bead encush, but it's a childish prank, does no actual
damags, Just causes a helluve lot of bothﬂ Thiis wag downright dangerous.

Someone could have been seriously injured.

preobably got quite & frisht when he realised his vietim was the Captain,®
FMeCoy suggested. 'iMaybe 1t'1l teach him o legson,®

ST hope so.7  If anything, ¥Wirk's volce became even grimmer, ¥Hones - don't

ng about this. Keep your ears open. See il anyone shows any sizn of
auobt itse Word'll get round that I crdeved a search of an emoiy
corridery only the culprit is going to know why.®

Fotoy nodded. "T'1L do that. Tow, time you forgot about works; welax, try
to forget about the ship...it'11 mansge for 2 few hours with Wood in the
commnand chair.®

Yivk made s face. "I suppose s0." Tt would be se much esasier 17 he trusted
the man morel



1/

[

FeCoy watehed him settle down with a hook, and left. Fe studied the floor
carefully as he went -« but like the security guards, he found nothing.

EOE

e

R VA,
PR S

“1 went a report," Kirk said grimly, "on the new rerseonnel.” e looked
round the section heads accusingly.

The Chief Engineer shrugged. "411 the ngineering staff are good st thelir
work; ¥ he replied simply. "The two 'song and dance! men are particularly good -
though nobody likes wopking with them. They get a bit wearing after a wee while,
and that's the twuth. Tt all that you can say against them is that 21l that
concentrated extroveriness gebs very tiring, Irritating., Distracting, even. It
could make someone careless ~ but there's a long mile between carelessness and
deliberate..+" He broke of £y, unable to think of a word that suiltably expressed
his opinion of practical jokes.

fThank you, Mr. Scott," said ¥Kirk. "Mr. suluoh

"Well, T only got two new men in my department, They're both zood solid
dependable types; T don't think either of %hem is the kind to think about prac-—
tical jokes - in fact, I get the impression that one of them at least is rather
low on sense of humour,"

"lny chance that he's running a complicated bluff?" Kirk asgked suspicicusly.

"Foy T'd back Sulu on that," MeCoy put in. T know the man he meansy almost
too serious for his own good. He swings almost too muick towards introversiony a
little further and he'd be almost depressive.”

YT Mr. Bailliewt

‘he Security Chief shook his head. '"Iike dr. Sulu, T didn't get many," he
said, VI wot three = one with this last bhateh and two when we were at Benecia a
few weeks ago. Zmuda is a cheerful sort of chap — likes socialising, but his
sense of aumour semms to stop short at the dirty joke level. Strang is too busy
chasing Yeowan Colt in hisg offwcuty hours to think about anything else, and Lester
has her eye on promotion already. I think she sees herself as the ship's next
Security Chief.w

Tho youT Hirk asked curiously,

Feillie grinmed, then said seriously, "ot unless she stons sticking her
neck out. She's young enough *o mistake recklessness for courages She's not your
man, Captaing she's a career officer, and not one to so anything as stupid as
play practical jokes.Y

Kirk grunted. "Spock?™

“Only one new member of staff joined me, Captain, and she has been slow to
"find ber feelt', I believe is the expression. &he appears to be vewry shy."

30 you digcount her?n

“Yes, gir.®

"iss Ururs’®

"Ttm sorry, sir; none of the personnel assigned to my deparvtment stands out.

Yeoman Schumacher is the only cne T've noticed at all, and though it is fowr
negative ressons, they're not the right cnes.n

30 what!'s wrong with herev

"Itd say she joined Starfleet for the wrong reasons., She's looking for a
hugband; and doesn't have any resl interest in her work."

¥

“In thet cage we'll recommend her for transfer as soon as possible. M.
Wood?s

“T haven't noticed many of the new crew particularly,™ he said. “Itve
spoken to one or two in the rec yoom on occasion, of course... As Mr. Baillie
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says, Lt. Zwuda is 2 lover of slightly off-colour jokes, and indeed knows a great
many, though he does temper the ones he tells when there are any female crew in
his sudience, I've spoken to Cerbah from mngineering, too - he's another one for
dirty jokes. The only other ones I've had anything to do with are Fasign Rivag -~
I think he has potential if we could only find the most suitable deparimenty for
him ~ he's interested in Life Sciences, and I think we could try to slot him in
there ag soon as there's a vacancy = Yeoman Schumacher and Tt. Lester. Miss
Schumzcher is harmlessy not very clever, but I think Uhura is heing o bit hard
on her,”

"T'm not sure,” Kirk said thoughtfully. "I noticed her myself, on day, and
i1t did seem o me that her wmind was very wuch on Cerbsh. Go on.n

iis foxr Miss Lester = now she is potentially brilliant, and I can't under-
gtand why she's wasting her time in Security.n®

“You don't agree with Mr. Raillie, then?®

“What, that she's reckless? WMo, sir, I do not. I think she is possibly
the most ocutstanding of ocur new personnel,n

"That's quite a testimonial." FKirk knew that he would be more impressed
i1f it had been made by anyone other than Wood. 4s it was, he noted 1t with a
touch of geepticiasm, feeling that Beillie's more astringent comment was probably
more accurate. Wood wam too inclined to let his own feelings rule his resction
to someone, and would certainly mistake recklessness for bravery if he liked the
crewman. Homentarily, he wondered if Wood was sleeping with her; from the
ruthless assessment Baillie had made about rer, it didn't seen unlikely.

5o none of you can come up with any possible suspects for our mystery
ioker!, ¥ Hirvk said. :

Hig senior staff looked at each other. Mobody answered.

Wery well, gentlemen. Dismigsed,?

Spock snd MeCoy both remained behind when the others left, Kirie looked from
one to the other, well aware that his TFirst Officer should be the one %o be here
offering a helping shoulder to his worried Captain. But Wood never did seem to
think of soything like that,

Yiny ldeast™ he asked gloomily.

Frothing useful,” MoCoy muttered dolefully.,

R LA | A L L AL o
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A Flashing light on hig console drew Sulu's attention; he pressed the button
to extend his desk viewer and checked it as soon as it was fully extended. "Mr.
Wood," he sald, "we're heading into an ion storm. Magnitude...three at the
Tringe...possibly as strong as megnitude six at its heart.!

2}

Wood looked round towards the science station, but Spock wag not theres; the
console stood empty, and he remembered that the science officer was currently
checking over some test results. ¥With a muttered "Damni" at the waste of time,

he sald, “Aed zlert, Uhura - and call Mr. Spock to the bridge.n

“Yeg, sir ¥ She gave no indieatirn that she consgidered the second part of
the order superfluous. fs goon as the red alert sounded, Spock would aubomatic-

ally head for the bridege.

In the event, ¥irk arrived glong with the Vulean, who had actually heen
reporiting o him vhen the alert sounded. As Svock headed for his station, ¥
snapned, Whatts the trouhle, Fr. Woodt!

"Ton gtorm, sir.” To need to add that he was waiting for Spockts report
before deciding whether %o alter course or not. He wade no attenpt to hand
command over to Kirk; he knew that the Captein was off duty on MeCoy's orders,
whatever hig supevior officer might think about those orders at this precise
moment.
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“Storm strengthening," Spock reported. "Vow magnitude four." He zlanced
over towards the command chair. "Recommend altering course to avoid the heart
of the storm, sir,® :

Mr. Sulu ~ " Yood began. The Interprise Jolteds once, twice, again., The
lights dimmed, flickered; and brightened once mores flickered again as the ship
Jolted yet again, more violently this time, sending those of the crew who had
not fastened their restraints flying, and steadied to light up a scene of tangled
arms and legs.

Crew personnel picked themselves up and scrambled back to their posts, Kirk
sat vhere he had fallen, seeing no point in getting up in order to stand whi _e
his second in command occupied the cocmmand chair.

Bllepoxtl’ Wood gnapped,

he reports began coming in. Damage minimal...no serious injuries...

Spock straightened from his science console even asg Sulu glanced up towards
the viewscreen with a worried frown. "3ir," he said, an odd note to hig voice.
"There is no longer any indication of an ion storm...and the star patterns do noi

mateh any that we have in the couwputer records, let alone the one that was
showing a moment ago "

“hattt  Kirk twisted to his feet, the ache in his leg, intensified by the
fall, instently forgotten. He reached the science congole while Weod was still
assimilating the information,

Spock made way for himg he bent over the viewer. Finally he straightened.
"Navigation - f

"Sorry, sir," Chekov said apologetically. He, too, was bent industriously
over his console. "¥o immediate point of reference — ang there's a blank in the
navigationsl record.”

“A Llank”  What do you mean, a blanko

“One of the readouts geems to be jammed, sir - it's giving our pogiticn ag
= well - where it ought to be. We don't have any record of our change of courge
and position.®

ho you mean to say we're lost?¥ Kirk demanded.

finat would appear tc be the case," Spock replied soberly.

3
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Kirk looked round his depariment heads, noting the worried expressions on
all the faces except Spock's...but then dpock would look just as unconcerned in
the face of a charging lion. Ox - remembering the little he knew of Vulcan wild
life - a charging le-matya. '

“iWell, gentlemen? Any speculation?® He forebore to add, "Any ideas how %o
find ovt where we are?", knowing that Navigation was already working on that,

Almost unconsciously, he found himself looking ftowards the Science Officers
equally uncongciously, 2o did mest of the others, so that when Spock, whe had
been studying the report in front of him, looked up, it was to see many eyes
fixed on him.

"L can only assume that it is a2 gide effect of the ion storm," he gaid, his
voice slightly doubtful. "Very little is known about such stormg, but icnic
power has long been postulated as the most efficient potential energy source
possible, should we ever learn to harness it. The storm was increasing in viol-
ence with every passing secondy it is more than likely that some freak affact
of 1t peesibly transported us over a considerable distance."

“Ts that possible?™ McCoy queried unheppily. Kirk glanced at him, wondering
if the Doctor was losing his nerve,




Y1 know you profess to distrust alwost everything mechanical, Noctor,% Spock
said drily, causing a slight chuckle to ripple round the table. "But zn ion
storm hardly qualifies as 'something mechanicsl'. With ions, almost anything is
theoretically pogsible” '

"50 that If the boffing ever come up with a practical ion drive, the ships
it powews could very well end up light years from where they're supposed o beTh

f0bviously, Toctor, if the 'boffins', as yvou call them, come up with a
practical ion drive, it will be practical and such mishaps would not ocour.d

¥irk

grinned, knowing now that his friends were deliberately trying to
lighten the mocd of the meeting., Worried men could not think straight. WWeli,
shall we amsume, then, that the ion storm acted ag = trangperter - a2t least until
we leamn differently?” he asked. Iods from all zound the table assented, and he
went on. wigation, what is being done to ascertain our position?s

"Hle are comparing the brightest stars in the area with our star chorts +o
see if any of them are present in our charts, even as faint stars. fven although
the computer works very fast, it will take some davs before everything is checked.
If that fails, we'll have to try again using the farthest away stars from here,
and seeins 1f any of them match sters in our charts.n

e cant't just hang here while we do that,” ¥irk commented, &Y DrOPOSEe
selecting a nearby solar system and orbiting a planet there while these checks
are cerried out,”

hareed,® McCoy put in. "It would give the off~duty personnel a chance for
some time off, if we could find a nice uninhabited planet."

Whaat about the Ubarrak, Captain® Uhura asked.

Hirk glanced at her. "ihat about the Iiharrak?s

What are we going to tTell them?tt

“Obe Good point. We can only tell them the truth -~ that accidents do
happen, ve're trying to find our way home...and apologise for the inconvenience
to them.™ FHe shrusged. "Tt'11 be a good way of letting them see how we operate

o) L o< E

in an energency.’

“issuming that they don't take the delay a8 a wortal insult,® Wood said. Te
sounded glooiny. 4

U7 doubt Sigral is that intolerant,” Firk protested.

FLoknow he seems 0., -~ but I've been talking to one of the others, and

according o him, Sigral is quite well-known on Ubar for the shoriness of his
temper, ©

"rhich cne?” Uhura dewanded, forgetting the respect due to a supericr oificer.
and aspeaking with an abruptness that waz almost rude,

“L can't remember his neme, but he was with Fnsism fivas the other night.n

“het would be Dralkk," Uhura said slowly, pointedly, to %irk. ¥He nodded,
understanding what she meant. What they knew about Twaklk did not incline him to
trust anything the Ubar said.

de debated mentioning this, and decided againe sit, remewbering what he had
alvays thought about Wood = that he was o couwpetent officer but too inclined to
be swayed by whether or not he liked someone. Obviously he had liked Traki, who
had probebly gone out of hisg way to please - in Kirk's experience, bullies were
usually enxious to please those in a position of authority, and he was pretby
certain tc recogoise Wood as being is such a pesition,

He frowmed to himself, wondering just what was in Drakk's mind. Wiy was he
trying to undermine the Humans' opinion of Sigral? He wasn't in a nosition to
replace the imbasgsador, should his superior be discredited in any way, which weould
be the most likely resson in a ruthless scciety. But frowm whal Uhura had told
hiw, this weas a race that depended largely on honour. Such a race was not cne to




be ruthless...at least in such a way.

Fe locked round. "YDoes enyone have anything further to say?" he asked.

here was 2 briel silence broken by Spock. “Noes the Science department

have e to make studies, Captain?®

POE cvurse, Mr. Spock.™  Kirk koew the Vulcan's inquisitive nature only too
well, and elsc the urge to learn that he had instilled inte the science denart-
ment in the eight een menths he had been on beard. FEis initial tenporary
appointment had been made permanent very dquickly, and in the past six months
two of the three other Vulcans who had come aboard with him had been transferred
to positions of authority cn other ships. Seval, the third, cculd have been
promncted adsc, but had preferred to remain with Spock,

“hnything else?™ When there was no reply, Kirk flicked on the intercom.
Bridze - ¥r. Lomax, what are the co~ordinates of the nearest solar system?s

After s short silence, the filtered voice sounded. %285 mark &, sir.t

fhet course for it, Mr. Tomax," XWirk ordered. "lons range scan in operation
as soon as we come within scarming range. I want an uninhabited planet if
possible, but if that's not possible, an uninhabited region of a habited nlanet.v

Whive, gir,t
A5 Kirk flicked off the intercom, he said, "Thank vou, gentlemen,®

As the assembled officer began to file out, Kirk reslised thal - as so often
happened - Spock was holding back. As the last man left and the door slid shut,
Kirk asked, “Whai's wrong, Spock?"

G“ave you considered the possibility that we will not be able to [ind our
way back B0 our own area of space? We cannot travel - say - five hundred Light
vears then vy agsin - we could very well be headed in the wrong dizection.
Indecd, the odds are that we would be travelling in the wrong direction,”

"itve heen trying not to think of'that,” Firk sgid ruefully. 7 don't
think we could have been thrown that far, though.

“he one thing T have learned since joining the Interprise is thatb anything
cen hapoen in speas, snd frequently does," Spock said gquietly.,

ST dmow, ™ Xirk said gloomily. "There's also a law which is known by ony
number of names, but 'Furphy's Law' is possibly the commonest - in sny o
situation, if something can go wrong, it does - usually al the most inconvenient
time,.”

Spock considered that. It held a somewhat cynical note, he felt...tut it
wag not without a certain shrewd wisdom. Yete.. "It is only when it is
inconvenient that one notices and remembers that something went wrong,® he
suggrested.

AT suppoese that does help one remember 1%," Kirk conceded. HEut haven't you
ever notic that when things are going well, everyihing seems to go welly And
once it sbarts to go badly, it 2ll goes badly?v

spock conzidered the statement, and nodded, albeit reluctantly. ¥1 om
forced to admit, Captoin, that you are correct. Once things start o zo wroneg,
it dees seem as 1f everything goes wrong.”

like o congplracy = or as ancther of FEarth saying has it, the innate
cussedness of inanimate objects.™

“inooimete objects, by their very nature...”™ Spock began, then seeinsy the
lenghter in Kirk's eyes, paused. How often had he heard McCoy mutter, 'Demned
machines! Hever work when you want them tol! - and it was true., so often it was
the very machine one wanted that chose that precise time to malfunction, Chose?
He wag gelting as bad as the Humens! e allowed a2 half smile to dawm. TVag, ™
he agreed. “liechines have no intelligence,; no feelings...vet sometvimes they do
react ag if they do,"




21

Thumans have always been sure they bave," Xirk commented. "Men like Scotty,
for example - to hiwm, his engines are living creatures, children to be looked
after; cared for... HMen like him have slways seemed to be able %o et that much
moxe than the best performance out of a machine. Just as some Fumans have 'green
fingers' and can get literally any plant 4o grow well for them,!

Spock nodded agreement. "My mother is like that," he gaid. "Her garden
flourighes always, while others, with technically skilled gardeners employed in
them, wither...at least, if conditions are adverse." He half smiled agein,

reminiscently., “She even manages to grow some jfarth plants - the heat-tolerant
ones, of course; even she cannot persuade cold=-loving plants to flourish.n

Xirk sighed, and stretched. "God, I wish this trip was over! That we
could find a source of reference within the hour and get home quickly. I don't
fancy the thought of being stuck here in unknown space for the rest of our
lives with these TUbarrak diplomats.t

"T consider the chances of our being so foriunate ag -

"hon't say it, Spock. I don't really think I want to know."

The intercom buzzed and ¥irk crossed to it. SEirk here,®

“Chekov,; Captain. Ve are just approaching the solar system. 7Jhere are
three planets within the ecosphere; one is Just at the outer limit and appears
to be desert, one is at the inner limit and has an oxygen/mitrogen atmosphere,
but the temperstures are between 400 and SOO Celsiuvs, The middle planet is
nicely situvated, just like Tarth, has a wide range of temperatures...but Captain,
vwe get intelligent life form readings, Status - apparently 7 on Richterts scale
of cultureg,®

Ty

"Darmn.  0.K., Chekov. Eee if you can find us a nice lonely spot with not
too extreme a temperature. Once you find one, Jjock the senscrs onto it so that
we get early warning of any natives likely to be entering it."

“Aye, sir." He psused for a second, and added, "The readings are humanoid...
not Human, but cloge.t

Eirk nodded %o himself, not particularly surprised. There seemed to be a
preponderance of humanoid types of varying closenesg to the Human ncrm throvughout
this section of the galaxy. Vulcancid races were the next most coumon, Yobody
had ever been zble to explain why, although wmany tveatises had been writtsn on
the subject. Those intelligent vesces that did not have simiilarities to Fumans or
Vulcang were mostly biped and mammalian too, even though some were of obviously
reptilian origin or... Ie cut the train of thought off as unrewarding. S Olverg-
ent enoush not to make any mistakes?" he asked.

tAyes slrdt The reply was imuediate, and the Captain relaxed. If Chekov
was that confident, he did not need to worry.

“Carry on, Mr. Chekov." He switched off, glanced at Spock.  fWell, my
friend. %here you have it. A nice inhabited - fairly advanced -~ planet to survey.
“here 18 one thing," he added slmost to himself, ™Mie want to avold contact if
possible, but at least this world is advanced enough that we're unlikely %o do
much damage 1f contact is inadvertently made.v

Chekov's report, when it finally came, was quite reassuring, " Welve found a
nice gpot, Capbtzin. It's in the southern hemisphere, the centre of a large land
mass that is fairly sparsely populated. It appears to be s vegion of cpen wood-
land with »lenty of water and wild animals. It is mountaincus, which probahly
explaing why nobody has settled there. £11 the centres of population in this
land mass are round the coastal areas, extending not nore than fifty miles
inland.®

Fizk studied the image in the viewscreen, "iooks like this planet's vergion
of Australia,” he commented, "except that there are no primitive native .
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inhabitants.” Te glanced over at Spock. %I'd like somecne on youxr staff to do
a scan on the wild 1life of the other continents, with a view, later, of conpar-
ing them with that of this continent.n

“Yes, Captain.” Spock did not entirely understand e Human's reference
to 'Auvstralia', but that hardly mattered. Presumably he knew what he was talking
about and had a logical reason for asking for such a COMPArison,

Kirk thought for some moments. "Uhura, instruct shore leave parties cne
and two tc prepare for beamdown. M. Chekov - you are certain there are no
intelligent life forms in the selected arest"

THone, sir.”
“Your scans have likewise detected no animals likely to be danserousg?

"Hone, sir.”

"Very well." IHe punched his chair intercom bution. YShore leave pariies
-~ remenber that little is known about this planet except what we have been able
to detect from space. Be on your guerd. If you see anything that you are unsure
ofy leave it alone and report it immediately to +the science officer. And
remember, our presence here wmust go undetected. This planet is in unknown gpace,"

Ag he switched off, MeCoy's voice at his shoulder said, "Jim, aren't you
forgetting something?"

Kixzk looked round at him. "What? he asked somewhat suspiciously.

e Tharralk,t

“0h, my God." It was true, he had forgotten about thewm. $So wmuch had bheen
happening... “What do you suggest we do with them?

“ell, you could ask Sigral if they want to go down there...youlre duty
bound to give them the chance.”

BT suppose s0...but dammit, Bones, it's goine to be hazardous enougr: down
there with just our trained crew landing. The Ubarrak aren't even proparly
humanoid - they're canancid, and - well - "

rut dntelligent beings," McCoy reminded him.

Firk mose wearily. "I'd better go and see Sigral," he said resiznediy.,

He was halfway to the door when Uhura turned. BTransporter reporis a
malfunction, sir.”

“Pedfunction®  How the hell could that happen’? They hadn't been under
any stress - except the buffetting from the sto wy and that had been wminimal
compared to some of the batterings they had taken in the past.

Silell, the transporter isn't working," Thurs said almost sympathetically,
as 1 she was following his thoughts.

< -
uttering something about 'Innate cussedness...', Zirk entered the turbolift.
Mechaniczlly driven or not, the doors seemed to shut with a slight snap, giving
the impression of having been slawmmed.
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The transporter cperator looked up with some relief as Kirk stamped in,
his presence cubtting short the muttered discomtent of the walting crew members.
"I osee you haven't found the fault yet;" he said. ¥yle was relieved to note
thet there was no condemnation in his voice.

flio, sivs  L've double-checked all the controls, and they're working fine,
so the fauvlt must be sowmewhere either in the wiring or in the transporter
console,®

Kirk thought about it. Checking either was a long job. He did a mental
calculation of hew long it would take to ferry the crew down in shuttlecrafi,
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and looked apologetically at the disappointed crew, "I'm sorry," he said, #ie
want shore leave, the transporter seems %o have other views. I'm sure Chief Kyle
and his crew will work as fast 25 possible to detect the fault, snd as soon as
they do, you'll be called. HMeanwhile...disnissed. You're still off duty,”

Disgruntled, the walting crew filed out, soft muttering reaching Kirk's ears.
He found himself wishing momentarily for Vulcan ears to overhear what was being
said, then decided that perhaps it was as well he didn't. He looked back at Kyle.
"Do your best, Chief," he sald ummecessarily.

TAye, sir.st As Kyle bent to remove the cover from the bhack of the console,
rirk headed back towards the door. The more he thought about his coming neeting
with the Ubar Ambassador, the less he liked the thought.

In the event, however, he found Sgrral less of a problem than he had
He explained the situation concisely, but fully, and Sgrral nodded as he
finished. .

U1 @ee,” he sald, sounding thoughtful., "ind you have no certainty of dis-
covering ouxr present whereaboutst"

“lo, sir. We'll do all we can,; of courxse...but if we can't wmatch up some
of the siars we can see from here with some that we know, we're stuck, Ve don't
even lknow the direction the ion storm carried us...assuming that that's what
happened. We could even have hit some form of space warp... I'm sorry.H

Bgrral looked at him, his eyes sympathetic. UIt is not your fault, Captain.®

Hhnmbassador, when something goes wrong, 1t's always the Captain's fault.t

sgrral's ears moved slightly. "I see your people have the same sense of
responsibility as mine. It is so in my work also.t

Kirk opened his mouth,lthought.better of what he had been gbout to say, and
cloged 11 again. Sgrral looked at nim, a question in his expressive eyes,; and
Kirk decided to ssy it after all. "Then what about Rivbir, sir? Haven': you
done anything "

The Ambassador's tail drooped slightly in discouragement. "As yeit, no,
Captain. It is a difficult situationg it is unprecedented. I do not know what
is the best thing to do. ¥For the moment I am watching: but while their work
continues efficlent, unaffected, I have no right to iniferfere in their private §
lives, no wmatter how indignant T wight be about the situation.® f

hure wes certain of her facis." Did the Ubar think they were lying?

“T do not doubt her word, Captain. 3But unless Junior Brrbrr herself makes
the accusation, or unless her work is affected, I cannet sct on mere suspicion,
on the evidence of a third party.” e lowered hig head.  “Yes, I know I said T
would teke action...and T will, when the time is ripe. 4s vebt 1t ig not.w

and while you walt, the girl is subjected to more ahuse.®

ifhe remedy is in her hands, Cantain. If she weve to come to me -~ or even
to my wife «» and complain, then I could act immediately. That she does not makes
ne voncer 1T in fact she is as reluctant as she tells your officer she ig.”

Kirk stared 2t him. "I don't quite understand, siz.®

Blundor Brrbrr is unusually submissive, Captain, even for one in her
pogition., It could be that she secretly enjoys being thoroughly dowinated,
even humiliated,i

It was a shrewd poinit, and ¥irk considered it. YI suppose that is possible.
The trait is not unknown among my people.” He sighed., YIife can sometimes be
very complicated, fmbassador. UYhy does this have o hapren to us™v

vT think every leader must say that to himself at some time in his coarecr...
indeed, I think he must say it often," Surral sald. "Yet would you really hove
it otherwiaer®



o, Kirk replied.

The ciew used the short-range scanners to gather more information about
the planet and its solar system while the long-range scanners were busily occupied
In checking the star patterns and spectral types,; and comparing these with the
information in the computers, It provided concentrated work for the science and
navigation departments, but left little for the other departnents to do.

#eCoy dnsisted that Kivk himself take the chance of a few days off. (There
was little that he himself could do on board shipy with Spock in charge of the
short-range scan of the planet, and Chekov at the long~range one, both were
efficiently commanded; it would do no harm to leave Wood in commnand, FeCoy'ls
arguments were persuasives Kirk agreed to go down with MeCoy for o couple of
days,

However, Spoclk finglly went with them, The short-range scan was routine,
and Seval, his second, could handle it easily while Spock himself could take
more detailed readings on the surface. Hisg slightly alien aprearance would make
little difference should they be seen, but in view of the remote area Kirk

selected for his landing, the chances of their heing seen were slight.
They landed the Columbus in a small clearing.

It was a beautiful mountain region; nature at her most lsvigh. Snowe-
topped peaks scared high above the treelines; the trees themselves marched in
serried wanks down the lower slopes, huge sturdy ones on the higher slopes, trees
designed by millenia of evolution to bear the welght of the winter's snow
uncompleiningly. Lower down were more lightly-built trees, trees that clearly
did not have snow weighing dowvn their branches for many months of the year. On
the lowest slopes big trees grew more sparsely, with large stretches of grassy
ground bebween them. (rassy? Yes - but mixed among the varlous grasses ware
many brilliant flowers of a hundred species. Large butterfly-like creatures
fluttered axound, almost impossible to see unless they moved, for when they
rested thelr colours were absorbed into the mass of flowers carpeting the
ground ~ proteciive colouring at its most effective.

Kirk drew a deep breath, savouring the sweet scent of the many flowers, ke
looked round appreciatively. "Cod, this is beautiful.n®

There was no answer. Hig companions could only agree wordlessly as they too
gazed mound the untouched beauty.

e must endeavour to cause as little disturbance as we can, Spock said
at last.

Kirk agreed. ™Let's move over ander one of those trees," he said, nodding
towards a nearby giant whose leaves shadowed the grotnd to such an extent that
little grew under it. "Formally I wouldn't consider 'camping' under a tres
because of the danger from lightning, but T'd hate to damage any of these
Tlowers more than we already have. You could swear they were alive,™ he adled
as a rwipple of swaying movement ran across the open glade.

iPlants are alive,” Spock maid accusingly.
f0h, Spock... Pones knows what I mean, don't you, Bones®H

FMeCoy nodded.  MHe means that you'd think they were free-moving, able to
communicate, «

"Cen we prove that they do not, Doctor? Spock asked seriocusly. ‘“Consider
it 9 I
Mr. Swlu's sengitive plant - ¢

et — the one he calls Certrude?" MeCoy asked.

"Yes, Doctor. That, although it cannot move from place to place, can react
to external influences, can commnicate fear through sound -
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Yhon't, Spock,¥ Kirk said. "Just acce nt that vhat T said was the comment
of an inexact Fumen that doesn't have to be taken literslly.v

They looked at each other for a moment, snd a silent megsage passed from
one to ithe other. "Very well, Captain,® Spock said formally. 1leCoy remained
unaware of the flicker of amusement that [irk received through that look,

They moved the Columbus quickly, then Spock moved off purpesefully, tricorder
in hend. Xirk leaned back against the %ree, his eyes fixed on the distant
mountaing, Meloy glanced at him, then at the object of his gaze, decided that
for the moment Kirk wag relaxing completely and happily, and wandered a litile
way off to telke some readings of his own. The rich plant life of this wrezion
wight just have some medical potential...

¥irk's lazy wmood lasted only a few hours, and towards evening, as a three-
quarter moon slightly larger than Herth's rose, he was deep in plang for an
expedition away from the immediate neighbourhood of their camp, heading towards
the meuntain-,

“If you wanted to go wountaineering, why didnt't you land nearver tha
mountaing i licCoy demanded irritably. e had some interesting readings that he :
vanted to pursue further. :

Kirk grinmed at him. "You don't need to come if you don't want bo."

“You den't think you're going alone, do you?t

“Spockitll come with me - won't you, Spock?™

The Vulean nodded and turned his attention back to the meal he was
concocting. It smelt good, and even licCoy, who had had some reservations about
letting Zpock prepare a vegetarian meal for them, was beginning to suspect that
he would have no regrets,

Woulre not alming to stay away from here overnight?! he persisted.

Coy, what do you take me for? This is our camp, dammit! Tr'm not aoing
mnore than a few miles, and I'm aiming to be back here in vlenty of time fox
supper - Wt Ttd like to see a little more of this countr§§€&§: and I'm snre
spock'd appreciate the chance to get some wore tricorder readings from further
afield. Come to that, you might gel some too," he added thoughtfully.

-C

ihe doctor loocked won sharply at that. Yes, T wmight,” he admitted, “Tut
there are sowe interesting readings here thet T want to follow up. ¥'d be betier
to cover cne area thoroughly than several areas roughly 0

e do want as much information about this planet as we can collect,™ Snock
pointed owh, %hven if it is incomplete, it will give us a wide-spectrum view of
it and its potential. Tt is advanced enough for the Wederstion ho congsider
contacting it officially -~ provided it is close enough to Pederation space fow
such contact to he worthwhile," he addcd cautiously.

1t ien't T doubt we'll ever gel home again,” Kirk said pessinistically.,

hty ™ ¥eloy asreed hastily, more to take Kirk's mind off thet
subject than because he wanted to indulge in - probably - a twenty-mile hikea,
SIT1L come aloung loo,.n :

Je owag revarded by Kirk's grin.  "Creat. If we leave eaxly we can probably
make that point uwp there - ¥ he pointed = Yand still get bhack heve long hefore
dark,s

Spock ceonsidered the indicated point. "It could bhe further than vou think.?

"1 know the ailr here is fantastically clear, but surely it jsn't wmore than
ten or twelve  wileg?® Wirk said.

Spock frowned., "I would estimate rather more," he said., "In addition, we
do not know what the terrain is like between there and here.” He gave ong final
stir to the mixture he was tending, and lifted the pot of ' the heating unit,



"Supper is ready.?

He dished out the steaming plates of mixed vegetables. The Mumans tasted,
and Xirk, never one to stint praise, said, "Spock, this is...nectarlt

ooy took several more mouthfuls bafors contributing, his voice surprised,
"It is quite tasty.n

"lasty it Kirk exclaimed, "Spock, I think we'll let you do all the cooking.
It's wmore than just tasty. It's the best meal T've had in ages,"

It mekes a change," VeCoy conceded, "bubt vou'd soon get a real craving for
some good red meat.?

Spock nodded. "I am forced to agres with the doctor. YVour gystem reguires
animal protein,®

“Veretarians manage fine without," ¥irk pointed ocut.

"rogt vegetarians consume milk products and eggs, which gives them the
animal protein they need,” Spock replied. "I believe you are thinking ahout
vegans, who ezt no animel products at all.n

There are times I reckon I'd get on fine as = vegetarian,” Kirk said.
e — e £

fand times you know perfectly well you wouldntt," VeCoy told him. Hivk
grimed in mute acknowledgement, and turned his atiention back 4o hiw vegaetable
stew.

“This is one of the times T do," he told Spock, who half smile: in accent-
ance of the compliment.

They set off next morning within an hour of dawn. & slightly ovarcast
morning with rapidly clearing cloud gave promise of a good dayy the sun had not
heated the air yet, but Kirk knew from experience of similar days on Haxth that
it would soon be quite warm. They carried the minimum of suppliesy Spock and
VeCoy were ammed with tricorders, ¥irk back-packed some Food.

They had not gone far when Kirk szid slowl "I've just realised something.!
Y A ’ :
fihatt MeCoy was panting slightly, but was not feeling distressed enough
to leave the talking solely to Kirk and Spock - vet.
Mo Tlies." He looked round almost suspiciously. ®Come to that, no biting
insects at all,.n

1% is possible that such creatures are not atiracted by our alien smell,%
Spock said. "I have noticed that wher T am on Farth, I am never troubled by
biting insects even when all the Thamans around me are; conversely, my mother has
never neen troubled by the biting viameks of Vulcan - and T assure you,; there are
many of These,

€lrk grimmed. "It's a pleasant thought. Tt'd make this planet 2 paradise
for rich Terran hikers and camera~hunters, if it ever Jolned the federstion,®

"Bventually, if enoush aliens visited here, either they would insdvertently
bring thelr own parasitic insects, or some of the local species would adapt to
utilise the new food supply,"” Spock warned.

iToo many visitors would ruin the very beauty they would be coming to see,;™
MeCoy added.

A1 know,¥ Kirk agreed. '"But seriously, T doubt many ‘Terrans would he able
to afferd to come here. Spuce-flight for holida purposes isn't exactly cheap
& ¥ s

you know. That's why we get so many applicants for Starfleet.?

They walked on, McCoy slightly distressed by Kirk's sudden cynicism. e
had never thought Kirk suspected Starfleet's applicants of any ulterior motive
for joluning, and said so.
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The ones who want to join for the wrong reasons are weeded out right at
the beginning,™ Kirk said seriously. "But vou'd he surprised how many of them
there ave, ¥You came in through different charnels to the one T did; Ziones. The
year I entered the Acadeny there were almost five hundred applicants in wy field
of study, which at that time was helm/navigation. God knows how many hadn't got
that length through nct having the proper gualifications, things like thait. Of
those five hundred, do you know how wmany were actually accepied? Twenty, The
others...” ¥e sghrugged. "There were Fifty of us sat the entrance exam in my

area. We had time to talk in the evenings = the exams covered seversl subjects,
and lagt-minute studying wasn't alloweds you were supposed to know everything
thoroughly before you applied. Well, of that fifty, thirty-two just wanted off
Farthy to travel, to see the galaxy. "Why pay to go to Alpha Centruri on a
space liner when you can go on a Starsh: and be paid for doing it! cne giwl
said. Of the other eighteen, seven wanted '7o be among those carrying the bene-
fits of Tewxran civilisation to the uneducated aliens'. Vot one of those thirty-
nine passed; some of them were brillisnt in every other subject but feiled on
their psychology tests., Of the other eleven, three pagsed; the other eight
migsed by failing other subjects. You had to make 80% pess to specialise, though
it's only 75% for security and non-specialist crew.”

Spock nodded agreement. "Do you remember how T came o join the Enterprise,
Doctor,™ he asked, '

)

“Yes, of course I do," MeCoy wveplied. The Tnterprise had bheen shovt-staffed
in the Science department, and Spock, travelling with them after the "ulcan
clivilian sclentists he Wad commanding had been rescued from Zaynol, the expleding
satellite of an uninhabitable planet, had acted as science officer for the
remainder of the viayage., FHe had enjoyed the work so much that on his return to
Vulean he had gone to the Starbase there asking to join the Interprise...and
three of hig party with him. They had all been delighted when the four Vulcans
had joined the Intervrise, albeit on a temporary posting which, within six wonths,
had beun made permanent. Two of them had now been transferred to other shins,
bt Spock and Saval were s3ill with them.

“our qualifications were completely acceptable to starfleet,® Spock said,
"but we were given a poychological test before we ‘were accepted. The tenrorary
posting was in lieu of the training period when any further psycholosical
inadequecics might have shown up,?

¥ieloy looked from one to the other. "I knew of course that the peychology
tests falled a percentoge of applicants for Starfleet,™ he said, his voice
troubled; “but T hadn't realised it was so high.?

s

fhat's bhecause you've naver bheen involved with new applicants, Pones.t

“Yes, I know, but only about one percent of wedical staff fails for
psychological wveasons. 1 assumed that percentage was about the norm.n

“Peovle who go in for medicine usually know what they're letting thanselves
in for," Kirk said. "gSelfish people dou't usually choose that particulax

Mcfoy nodded, dropping the subject. “hey walked on for some wminutes in
silences The trees thickened after a while, then thinned out again. In the more
open space; a herd of animels was grazing. One looked up as the Starfleet officers
walked out from among the trees, watched them for a moment, then lowered its
head ;

ey tre not afraid of us,” Kirk bresthed, stopping entranced.

flis did select a particularly remote area to visit,” Spock pointad out,
equally quietly. "They way have little, if any, acquaintance with bipedsg.?

“0w else this planet has true conservation?" MeCoy suggested.,

they wightn't recognise us as a possible danger,’

“Haybe Spock got 1t right with the insects,™ ¥irk ssid. "We smell WO

Pt we're not ~ are we?" ¥eCoy askoed. 11 was one thing to glaughter Torm
animals that were bred for their meat; it was quite another even o think of
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s ong of these dainty pixie-mounts.

“hefinitely not,® Kirk replied. Spock looked Trom one to the cther, not
quite sure why beings who normally and cheerfully consumed mesat should be so
opposed to killing one of these crestures. Certainly they were attractive, but
then go were meny of the animale that Mamans slavghtered for their tables.

Another beautiful head lifted foy = momenty the creature walked a few paces
and lowered its head agein, nibbling at the lush grags. A butterfly landed
briefly on its shoulder, and as =z muscle twitched, flew off again.

They watched for some minutes while +he herd drifted part way across the
clearing, then they walked on, leaving the animals still grazing veacefully,
There did appear to be sowe swall insects present apart from the bubtterflies,?
Spock commented.

“thoge twitching muscles also indicated that insects do bother them, ¥ HcCoy
said. “Feople can't twitch their muscles like that - the ability has stropbied,
if ever Man had it, since primates learned to use their hands to brush sanoying
flies away. A4od creatures thal aren't bothered by flies never develop the
contrel to twitch muscles - they don't need to,"

Shortly after that, they heard the sound of rushing water, and sveeded up,
curicuse ‘They came ocut of the wood and stopped short; then backed into the
ghelter of -the trees again.

1

Ahead of them was a river. It flowed out of a cave and rushed rapidly down-
hill into 2 deep velley. Tts descent could not be called 2 waterfall, but ii
did pour down in a succession of rapids and tiny falls, though for how far they
could not see from their position hidden among the trees, It would have halted
their advance even 1if the place had still been deserted. But it was not.

Beside  the wiver, just below the cave on a piece of relatively flat grcund,
sat a vehicle. Jrom its general build it was clearly designed for travelling
over rough ground, and that was underlined by the complete lack of any obvious
track leading to the cave. BReside the vehicle, a big tent and seversl smaller
one g had been ervected; Kirk glanced at spoc, his face accusing.

“ihy wasn't the presence of this camp noted before we came down’ he hissed.

HeQoy was watching the men bustling about the tents and vehicle, #7 think
they've Just arvrived, Jim," he mutterad.

Kixk looked back, noting the equipment still being carrvied from the vehicle.
Tou could he wight ~ sorry, Spock.!

* s
LRI

They continued $0 watch, Spock taking & vecord of the procecdings 4
| Tt

tricoxder. T think our camp will remain undetected,” he murnured
appears (o be a mounitalneering expedition - rhserve the ropes.,”

Wi, not mountaineering,® Kirk replied alfter a moment. "Caving., Those are
wet sults thoy're unpacking now." Fe glanced vp at the sky. "well, they'!ve
certainly nicked a good time for it. The river locks quite low, too: I doubt
it's rained for & while, and it looks iset to stay drxy for ancther day or twoe,?
They watched as the group of natives, oblivious of their watchers, bes

carry some eoguinment into the cave mouth, confirming Xirk's conclusion.
are taking a lob of equipment with them,” Spock ssid.

Plooks like they may be planning a trip to last a few days,” kirk said.
"They've set up & base comp, and T suspect that a couple of the party will stay
there -~ maybe more. The other's'll explore onwards through the caves. Thay may
come back out 2t night, leaving o set route - ropes fixed, etc - to help them
get back to thelr exploration zone each day - until they get too deep to do that.
They wust have a pretly good ides that that's a deep cave system,

"You mound ag 1L you know scmething about caving,® McCoy said.

Kirk shook hig head. "ot really, I never went in for i%, butb my brother
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did some spelunking when he was at university - they had a speleclogical club,
and they did one or twn fairly oxternlvo expleorations. Most of the 0 2 Acces g
ible caves on iarth have heen pretty thowoushly explored in the last three

hundred years; what were left were caves in less accessible places and ones that
the techniques of the past weren't sufficient to get into. I went along with the
club during one school holiday as nart of the surface team - they were slvays
glad of one or two non-cavers for surface support, to do the cooking, etc. 4nd
to raise the alarm, call for help, if things should go badly wrong. One of Sam's
friends used to talk about one trip he had done - the surface party vas wede up
of cavers Hoo, and while the wmain p rtyw went deep, the surface lot decided %o do
some ¢xploring of thely own. jnd of course something went wrongs there was a
rockfell, =nd the 'surface' lot, who weren't supposed to be undergrovnd at all,
were trenpeds  When the main party returmed towards nightfszll, there was no sign
of theix 'suppors' feam and no indication of whewre they had zone. Ib took a

week of gearching before they found the rockfzll, reached the correct conclusion,
and dug, Wt by that time it was teo lates; they were all dead. The £2ll had

got one of them, and the other two had died of thirst and cold. 3o they were
alweys keen for one or two foll along who didn't want to go undevground. However,
they took ug down a couple of times -~ not deep, just enough to let us know what
was what -~ o let us see what it wes like." Fe grinned, I wasn't dravn to 1%,
but T suspect that thet wes what wmade me interested in mountaineering:; In wmany
ways it's similarx., But I prefer to have space above wy head...not hundreds of
tons of solid vock.w

He turned hie atbtenticn back to the groun arcund the cave mouth, "ihere -

they're zetting ready to take some more of their equipment into the ceve. They

may he s“ Wiﬂ@ it in the mouth of the cave for accessgibility - and bto leave more
room in thelir tents,.v

ﬂs ’Hoy watched, it becawme clear that nothing major was planned by the sroup
at thes o for that day. The natives -~ who on first sight could well have passed
as the same race as the PVumansg - began to busy themselves with little tasks about
the camps  they were clesrly intending to stay for some time. After watching
for a while, the Foterprise wen, thelr direct route onward doubly hlocked, with-
drew silently,

Ly Kivk mused, this has not been a wasted day. Welve haﬂ a, good walk
’ [N STy 9

"va ?cqﬂnea oulto 3 “Tot about tho notive race. Spock motb omo 8000,
CHOSO‘uP re ndingg on them.

their way back to thelr own camp slowly, each man enjoying the
neace and tnu oeauty of the scensry,

el camp was undisturbed - not that they had expected anything else. ¥Fivk
contacted the ship, asking for the latest news on the scans.

- Chekov is hopeful about one gx oup of gtars at 249 mark 3," YWood
reported. “The star grouvupings, while not eyact, are close to one in our racordss
he is checliing out the spectral types now. ¥e hesitated. "Captein, we have
mere evidence of our practical Joker.”™ [is veice was grim.

Yeg, el Woodth

i piece of chewing gum stuck inside the vavigationsal console. It exnlains
why there wasg that hlank in the anlqﬁblonml cecordv it was Jamming a contact.®

Firk's lips tightened. #That isn't & joke. Thet becomes sabota S hae
srowled,
TE was undoubtedly meant as a Joke,™ Wood gaid. "The perpetrator couldn't

know that the results wounld prove serious." Kirk could almost sense his shrug.,
FALL thet was probably intended wes for whoever was in navigation when it was
digcovered to get a very red face.!

: It gtill disn't funny, and once we get hack inle Federntion space
I intend to send a very tronglynworded message to Starfleet Commend on th

subject of a break-down in the pgychologlcal testing somevhere. ere's no dlace
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on 2 Starship for anyone as Lrresponsible as a praciical joker, Vhat about the
Transporter’y

28E111 nothing, sir.®

TmeAi
“You could try looking fox chewing gum in that, too," Kirk said pointedly.

The information put him out of temper for the rest of the evening, despite
all that hig friends could do or say. Without that blank in their navigational
record they could perhaps have found their way home without so many of the
crew having extra work to do.

sventually McCoy gave up trying to cheer him up and Jjoined his muttering.
Fout IT1L get him," the doctor assured Kirk. "T'l1l get him. What if thera's
nothing in their psychological records %o show that one of the crew's g practical
Jjoker - T can always re-test them.n

Kirk half smiled an acknowledgement of MeCoy's support. "It's not fair to

S o

give you the extra work too,® he said, but half-heartedly.

“Jim, T want to catch this idiot just as much as you do. It'1l be worth
the exira vwoxrk," he assured his friend.

They settled dowm early that night. Although they had not covered half of
the digtance they had originally intended, all - even the indefatigable Spock -
were tired, and they sleot well.

fhey carefully avoided the direction of the natives! camp over the next
couple of deys ag they explored their surroundings. They saw wany animals, and
all were surprisingly tame; they saw no carniveres, but found evidence that
these did exigt when they came across a half-esten carcasg, the bones showing
scratehes that could only have been made by large fangs. ¥Kirk looked at the
warks thoughtfully. "If the crew ever does get shore leave, I hove everyone
remembers not %o lose caution,” he said grimly.

That night -~ the fifth of thelr stay at the planet - MeCoy had invoked his
medical suthority to force Kirk to stay there so long, with Spock supvorting him
enthusiastically ~ as they sat over their evening meal, a cold wind staried to

5

blow gustily, bringing clouds with it.

"Looks like we've had the best of the weather," Kirk commented, 7T hope the
cavers? surface team are reporting the change of weather to. the folk bhelow
ground. It will rain tonight.®

Refore he could make his nightly call to the Interprise, Thura called thewm,
confirming his forecagt. "I've been listening in to some of the native branse
missions,” she said. "The forecast for your ares is a severe storm,?

i, T think we'll come back up.” ¥irk glonced at his friends, H7hs
plenic's over. Tet's get packed up. There's no point in letting curselves be
caught tnnecessarily in o storm.®

AT could get - " Spock began.

Kirlke shook his head. "You'll get all the readings you're going to get {rom
the ship, Mr, Soock. T don't like this drop in temperature. Fven withoui
Uhura's confirwation, I was thinking of going home anyway."

They bustled arvound, packing everything up. ¥Falf an hour later they vere

L5, )

rack abeawl the Interprise.

Fivk headed bhedwards a couple of hours later, passing his Iirst Officer and
Lt. Lester fzom Security in the corridor as he went. He paused and glenced
after theu, watched them disappear into Wood's cabin. He scowled, unhappy at
the inferences. It was not good for discipline for senior officers to he on such
intimate terms with the junior crew, but if Wood wanted to stick his neck otuth,
he was welcome to. Kirk was too tired at the moment to care; he was looking
forward to a long relaxing shower and a read of his favourite book before he put




hig head down.

Within five minutes he was cursing angrily. ¥e punched the intercom.
"irk to Engipecering.t

There was a brief psuse, then; "Seott he The Chief Pngineer sounded
harassed.

ihcotivy, semething's wrong with my shower - 0
BT Te vunning cold,™ Scott finished with him.
“You kaow /o
“There's not a drop of hot water to be had on this ship, sir. I've been
mn off wy feet this last ten minutes with complaints from folk... Somcone
unknowin nas tampered with the master thermostat and jawmed it on cold. It was
asy enough Lo discover that -~ but the deil's in it to know what to do about it.w

Unjain 1t," Kirk said reasonably, with the quiet patience of 2 man who dares
not lose his temper,

F1ocan't, sir. Whoever jammed it did s thorough job. It needs & peplace~
ment unit.,.."

Pinlch we can't get until we gelt home again?" Kirk guessed.

Thye, sir,®

(drk drev a deep breath. "Well, there is this to it," he said, still

quietly, "whoever was responsible will have to suffer cold water along with the
rest of us.’ Damn practical jokers! he thousht.

B

Then he remembered the Ubarrak. He had better warn Sgrral, at least...
With 2 longing glance towards his bed, he left the cabin.

almost at Sgrralte cabin when the door opened and Brovral came cut.
angled unusually low, and his ecrs were drooping. Kirk had Just
long enough to wonder what Sgrral's newly-promnoted aide had done WXONE Wil
Rrovrel sow him.

“Captain.' There was a slight tremer in hjq voice. BT was Just coming to
find you. Sgrral... The Anbagssador is very 111,

wrongt  Kirk knew that the Ubar sensed his very real concern.

The Mmbassador 1s very old, Captain. He had hoped to accomplish
s so-important wission for Ubarr...in spite of all our
was advised to retite, bub he refused to consider it.w

\};; e

this one
could saoy.

“itve knowo Humans the same,” Kirk sald sympathetically. "They've terrified
of seeming useless, of admitting thet they're old enough to retire...ond thay
usually dies in hammess. Tf by any chance one of them is forced o vetire, ha
geldom lives long.t

T tnd Sgrral will be one to die in harness," Rrovral answered scherly.
indeed, T tﬂing he is guite clese to death now."

FThet hadt Kirk was startled. ¥He turned towards the nearest intercou.
ou den't have a fealer in your party, do you?®

punched the intercom. "Kirk to Sickbay.n

cCoy nere.’

cmbassador Sigralts 111, Bones. Rroveal thinks it's just old -
you come dowm and have z look at him?V

Tt can

fom omy wey.t The intercon clicked off,

Rrovral tummed toc sccompany Kirk back inte his superior's cabin. %is the
Ambassedorts Chilef Adviser, you will be heading your group during his ilincss -
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amw I ocorract?y

“Yes. And 1f he does die, I will become fmbassador in his place. T am not
ready for the responsibility yet, Captain. T am only a Chief Secretarys under
normal circumstances, T would not have been promoted to Chief Adviser fox at
least snother year." His ears flabtened cven more. "7 am not - might never be -
ready to be an Ambassador.?

ik looked sympathetically at hiwm. "You mean you'wre not experienced
ehough

Tiow can I be a good Ambassador without even the experience of one mission
28 an Advisery" Rrovral asked. "BEspecially since I have not had o full cycle of
expericnce as a Secrelary.”

“ihm osure the others will help you = " Kirk began.

a

THelp met™  Rrovral interrupted. "Yes, they would if they could ~ but 21l
of us are now avtomatically raised & grrade by Verak's death, and if Sgrral dies
too, we will all be raised two grades - and none of us are old enough yet for
the new responsibility.n

'Gldt enought Vas promotion among the Ubarrak usually by age, then, or was
the translator morely glving the closest approximation it could Ho what Trovial
had actually seid. Well, it didn't watter. 7is the new senior of your 0Louo,
sir, T wmust speak to you on the matter that originally brought me here.

L b

fhmbassador Sgrral did mention the problems that made it difficult for us to
land, Ceploin. We all concur with his agreement,’

B, ign't the problem, sir. You way have noticed that it ig dmposs—
ible to obilzin hot watert®

ST had not...but then, my race dows not use heated water for anything,”

bed with relief. #Then this is not an inconvenience to you, '

Kirk aig
0F & moment, then said, "I'1l explain after Dr. Felo ¢y has seen the

thought fo
Ambassador,

Waxry well, Rrovral buzzed at Sgrral's doors entered, followed vy ik,
The Tuman crossed to the bed and looked down at the Ambassader.

it gorwy you're not feeling well, siy.M

"t

Bgrral made o weak gesture. "A passing weakness, Captain, nothingy mowe.t

“itmosure of it, sir, but I've called Dr. VFeloy 4o have a look atb VOU anyway,
as L uvnderstand you have no Fealer in your party.

sgrral rumbled slightly, deev in his throat. ™hoes your Healer know Tbar
medi01ne6“

“Hot much,” Kirk admitted as the huzzer sounded once more. Brovrial slanced
at the subservient female who stood at the foot of the bed, and called, HCome in,t

FeCoy envereds so fast that it was clesr to Kirk that he had bharely delayed
long enough to hear the permission. The doctor hurried over, scanner alrsady in
hand. FHe wan it over the Lubassador's body, and frowned; wepeated the exanin-
stion, and said, "I want the Aimbassador in Sickbay immediately.®

Hirk reached for the room intewrcom, Rrovral said, "what is wrong with
Lmbasgador Sgrralth

Meloy looked at him, his lips set. %In my opinion, the Avbassador's bheen
poigoned.

The group that met in the briefing room less than sn hour later was utterly
depresged. Fast as FeCoy had moved, it still had not been fast gnongny  Serral
had died & few wminubtes previcusly.
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Kirk looked xound the group. IMeCoy, of course; Rrovraly Serralts mate,
her tall drooping almest perpendicular t: the ground, her acquired status lost
with her mate's death. fhe looked very old, and Kirk suspected thatb ghe, too,
might die befove they could leave here. Spock. WYWood, who as First Officexr
really should be hers as well, had been left on dutyy Kirk doubted that he could
2dd anything simmificant o Thelw engquiry.

HHave you any idea what polson wes used, Bones?t Nirk asked,

#MeCoy shook his head helplessly. UThe one thing T'm sure of is *that he was
poisoned,” be replied. “Bul it had to be a Ubar poison. One that was painless,
toos  the smbassador was in no psin. Fe just...faded away,"

¢ planced at Rrovral. "Have you any idea who might have wanted the
imbagsador killedrw

The Tharts ears flattened slightly. "Any one of us might bhave seen the
opportunity for advancement,” he said honestly, Yeven althoush we had alwready
been advenced one place by vVrral's death, The Ambassador was old: T mysell
thought it was only his age... VWhoever killed him wust have depended on the lack
of a Feslexr with our party to disguise the fact that it was poison. TYour Healer
is most skiiled, to identify this in = species unknown %o him.n

Kirk wmade a mental note that in spite of hisz diffidence, lrovral was ma naging
to caryy out bis new Tesponsibilities pretiy adequately,

tHieCoy vas speaking. "Polson always chows up if the examination is carried
out soon enough alter death," ¥Meloy said gloomily, not at all cheered by the
coupliment, #The ides of gnuntraceable poison is very nice - for a murderery —
but itls o nyth., Provided a doctor knows the basic physiology of the patient,
any foreiga substance imbibed shows up. When I knew we'd be carrying your people,
T did some checking up, Just in case...®

“hre there any painless Uber poisons? Kirvk ssked.

Feovealls ears flattened slightly wore. “There is one,’ be gaid with

cbvious reluctance. "It i used by Fealers to give euthanasia to the iﬂcurably
v
6191

111, . apwovid
those who

tnn pqt en't requﬁ ts ite It is alwost impossible bo obteain - for
not Yealers.

“ut not completely impossible?V Spock asked.

Trothing is completely impossible to obtain if one wants it encug L
angwered, “IT is not unknown for o Healer to give a dose to z Frlvno who 11&190
to put a vet out of pain, for example. OFf course, if it is discovered, the
Henler lsg deniad furuhuL uupplies, and is disgraced...” '

{irek nibbled hisg upner lip, wondering how to put the next question without
off@n@?ﬂo “nid the umbmSuadOT say anything to you about a...a problem one of
your Juniorg iz having !

Mo, Y movral sadd, but Kirk noticed the female's ears bwiteohis

e menticned it to you, MValtam?®

The femple glanced at Rrovral as if asking permission to speak bhefore she
replied. mate mentioned 1t," she said., "Ho was concerned, and asked me to
speak . to Junior Brrbrr when the occasion arose, Fe did not want to...t0 stress
it, but he thought to investigate...”

S you speak to her ™ Kirk asked zently, resalising thet 211 Ubsy fu
% el conflduncg. Domn sexual inequality anvway!

were

raét -+ the opportunity haed not arisen.

problem® Rrovral asked with all the authority of his now
Rirk nodded approvingly to himgelf. The Thar was certainly twying
5 gelf-confidence.




Heoexplained bhrieflys; Rrovreal's cars flattencd entirely., "Impogsibiel™ he
zasped,

that was whet Awnbassedor Sisrel thought, but what reason would ay communi~
cations offlcer have for inventing zuch o tale?d

“lUndersecretary Drakk did not bring his wate," the fomale pointed out, And
voolf you agh your mate, Ambassador Rrovral, I think vou will find that she does
not trogt Drakit either.®

Fho youdt Kivk asked her pointedly.

io,™ she whispered, her ears flattening.

Yihy notot Spoek put ing

“Tevefear him,® she replied. "Captain, without agking...I believe Irrbrr's

gtory is byngl.?
“Yebt thet does not make him a killer," Svwock put in. P11 it wight vrove is
that he has no morals where females are concernced.®

‘*k gcovled. "Commander Wood likes him," he seid. "and he toll r, Wood
Lgrald was known on Ubarr for the shoriness of hig temper." . ie was watching

theUnuMﬂa

short-tempered®™’ Rrovral exclaimed. "Yeverl®

SLdidn't bellieve 1t either,” Xizk said. “Yetl Drakk seid it. Ambassador,
I think thet Drakk needs to be watched.?

ptain., JOrakk has alvways done his work efficiently,® Rrovial sald.
Horral could lose his tompor with an inefficient worker, yes =~ but he had never

needed to do 2o with Drakk.’

had some other reason than spite for saying that,”™ Zirk commentad.
would you call Drakk ambitioug?s

hmba,

IoTeason,; yes...but no more go than many of ouy race. Promotion would
inevitebly cowe with age. By the time he is fifteen ox so, he could reasonably
axpects to he an Adviser.?

Frerbaps he is wore ambiticus than he has letl you see," Kivk geestad.
Myell, we can prove nothing...but may T suggest that yﬁu waltch what you eat,

dmbogsador, s

o)

“Vou think the killer mey btry to murder me, foo?n

teld him.

571 dsn't wnlikely.. .unless it was a personal grudge killing,®

ninggeinative, Gaptain,® Spock put in, "The wore Tbar who die, the fawer

are left o suspects; and the killer must surely be Thar.®

"

Fixk nodded, then glanced at Brovesl, YThere is one other thing,” he goid.

e have this shiy what Humans call a practical joker. He heos - we agsume
he has - been wesponsible for geveral...jokes...some of them quite 'danzorous.
So far we hove no clues as fo his ddentity - but we'll get him. T dida't
anything before, but he's extending the scope of hig 'joking'! inbto arecs of
LﬂLQOV\ul ence to the mexiwum number of people. T mentioned eold wotb

-y race prefers to use warm water to wash, That is current
thanks to him,®

1'1 oo

Fan, T sees, Ceptain,?

The gwoup broke uwp, the Ubarrak lvﬁv ng together. Bpock wmurmured an excuse,
) the twe Fumans looked atb cach other,

“Oculd Rroveal be the killer; Bonest He's the one who stands to zoin the
[eF=h

MoCoy wmake o face. "They all move up ancther step in rank, don't thayes
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fTou mesn an over-awbitious younger one wanting to move up even further
before he's really ready?d

“Yes. Hrovreal strikes me as 2 steady, congeientiovs, competent worlker,
but not a wparticularly asmbitious one; somecne who will accept promotion when -
if - it comes, but won't necessarily go out seeking it..vand who will probhably
make & doamn sight better a job of it than the ambiticus pusher. Some of those

over-ambiticus oneg don't know their ilimitationsg,!
“Are you saying that awbition is a bad thing?¥ Kirk asked.

ot necessarily.  Ambition can be a very good thing if it pusghes somevne
on apd into the job he's most suited for. But over-ambition ~ that's hag.t

Wirk sighed. "One of the younger ones... That could very essily bring us
vack to Deekk.d He stood, suddenly needing to wove, and walked lvound the teble
to ¥eCoy'ls wmi T know - it's easy to szcouse gomeone Just hecause we Yknow

semething wbout him that we don't like, consider unacceptable., fThe cnly one of
us all whe hag had any direct contact with him is Wood, and he likes him.®

is matey with Rivas, too = and that isn't 2 recommendation in My
sald bluntlv,

Wi kmow Spock had o little...difference of opinion with Rivag over a skimped
g job that could have endangered the whole ship...vhat have you got

i I haven't noticed hin particularly except that he wag on a naint
Job the night the Ubarrak doors were 'decorated', and he denied all knovwledze

of it, I'w inclined to believe him, too - he didn't strike me as having wmuch
Imaginstion.”

“Todon't like his payche reports. Oh, they're 211 within acceniable
linits or he woulda't be here, but T wouldn't like t5 truslt him in a rezlly
tight cormer. I think he wmight just snap.n

"Tack of gtabilityew

Tindicated s’ MeCoy frowned slightly. "gelf-interest ratings are only
Just within the acceptable ranze, too,®

it not sure that I ocare for thatl cowbination,” Xirk said slowly.,

g do I, but there's nothing I can do about it gince the Academy doctors
pagsed him - until he does sngp.”

oy which time he could have caused the deaths of several good mern,
grovwled. -Why don't they make suve Academy doctors have sotusl SUaCE eXDert

ihome do," deloy protested. "hut I'd agree, they ghould all have gome, even
if 21l the Academy did was have them posted to the médical department of a Star
ship for six wonths before their appointment. The surgeon~Genersl did txy ot one
point %o moke that & ruling - not Tokotn, the one before him — but he wns voted
dovm, the given reason being that wost Fleet nedical staff were over a8 wnaen
they webired end didn't went a shore posting Before that, and they wouldn't get
gtalf 1f they insisted on arbitrary shore postings...the argunent velng that
anyone who wantad to go into space appiied for an active posting and those who
didn't shouldn't be made fto. As Spock would say, it wasn't exactly a logical
sroanents: LT six monthg! active service was a pre~requisgite for a dennt wellw
paid job, appllcants would know the score and sccept i,V He hesitated, then
went on.  “Jim, you're not going to like this — I didn't when I read it, T4
cawe in with a let of other reports, and I only got round to rexding it now.
This. buginess of the practical joker, and those two clowns in Ingineeving.,
Storelicet Command pushed through a new ruling that superseded the old nne aboutb
noy having extreme extroverts on Starships. Tokots fought 1t, but the hest he
could m ge was to hove 1t wade for a trial period initially, and on cunly thiree
ships - but we seem to be one of them. Personally, I'd gay the expernient hasa't
worked. ‘The two in ingineering were funny  originally, but T've noticed that
now, when they gel started, folk bvegin slipping awsy, and seothy tells we they're
not liked in his department. Good workers, always pull their welght...hutl
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they 'we not Liked,v

o St
from me will be one they don't like. It's alresdy partly draftod...
e you still sure the practical joker isn't one of your itwo !funny men'?y

¥irk was scowling blackly before McCoy finished. "Well, the rep
fieet ge
Bones, a2

L
i3
e

"Prelvy surz. Mo, the joker isn't that obvious. He's hiding it - I'm sure
of that. Scmewhere along the line he's lsarned something about psychological
tests, @nd how to fake 'normel'. T have g horrible feeling that this situation
would have avisen even without Starfleet's new ruling. Arnd T'11 tell you some=
thing else - it's not helping morale ancng the new crewmembers, either, I've
had several of them cowe to me with minor silments, and in every case the real
cause 1s that they feel that the rest of the crew is watching them, It've scored
them 211 off the list of possible suspects,” he added wryly. ®It's down to four-
teen ox fifteen now."

The intercom buzzed. Xirk reached to it. "Hirk herpe.!

"Kyle, siv. Welve finally traced the transporter malfunction. T4 was

another bit of chewing gum...and whoever planted it knew exactly where to put it
for meximum effect and minimum traceability.n

“Oanoyou get it fixed?n
Fihransporter working now, sir,M

Mell, tioat's something. Well done, Mr. Kyle. You can start beoming down
shore leave parigs - 1f anyone wants to go down in the rain.” ®irk switched off
end looked a2t lMeCoy. "Whoever planted the gum knew where to put 16, Vhoever
gommed up the navigational console also knew where to put it... That SaVS
tengineew! to wme.n

It dees Llook like it, MeCoy conceded. He wag interrupted as the intercom
huzzed agalin.

Wk here.d

“Thure, Captain.  I'm picking up 2 siznal from the planet. Theve's o ol
caving expedition trapped underground by flood water as o wesult of the recend
storm, in the ares we selected for shore laave,?

Kirvk groaned. "That must be the group we saw. The place'll he thick with
regcuers, relatives, Press... Hold the ghore parties agsin. See if Mv. Chekov
can find someplace else as rencta.’

“e could wmayhe help those natives, Jim," MeCoy said.

THonefeese The Prime Divective...!

“TH's & Class 7 culture, Jim. Ready for contact. Tut we doa'
a3 offworlders. Co in as & group on holiday and of
N8 CEPeYionca. . v

You heve olis
#1d like to help, Bones, but...v
Houlve broken the Priwme Divective before when it's beon necessacy,™ Moloy
pointaed out,

es, but we don't know that it's necesgary this tine,"”

Unnes, broke in ag DOSE

reach the trapped men becsuse of the water. They don't have sufficiently advanced
breathing gpparvetus Lo get through one flooded section. The Fforecast is more
rain - 1f we don't help, those trapped wen are dead.®

WALL wight,” ¥irk sald decisively. ®Put me onto shipwide comminication,
Uhura... This is the Captain. I reguire five men or women with experience of
caving - or at least wountaineering. Report to the transporter room in ten
minutes, wearing civilian clothing.®

in., "Captain, the reports are that it's dmpossible

1

“T'm coming with you, Jim," McCoy said. “You may need z doctor.n
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You don't have sny experlence, do you, Roneg?h

Wigll . no, but

wrut nothing.  You can come down, butl walt on the gsurface, prefe“%%Ty cut
of sizht ~ we von't tell then where we come {rowm 1T we can zvoid it. DIut if one
of your staff volunteers, then I'1l certsinly take him - or her.?

Spock met them on the way to the trensporter room. "I have scme experience,”
he said tuietly, 51 volunteer to accompany you.® The offer was expected
especinlly since the Vulcan was wearing rivilian clothes very like thoze they had
geen on the strface,

can't

T
e it if
8% L case

Kirk looked peintedly at the Vulcan's elegant sars. Vot unles
get the Mull quota among the BFumans,® he said. "pBut I would appreci
you stood by with a second group - if we get that wany volunteers - ju
we nead you,

3
.
276

T owould bhe wearing a helmetb,” Spock pointed cut.

I oknowe.lebul Spock, T do need someone T con tmst to head a possible back-
up group. e don't know if the trapned cavers are injured or if they'ze jusi
unable o get past the water. We'll take life-support belts ~ that'll he the
lightest and wost efficlent way of getting through the flooded tunmels - b

“Tﬂ that casoc, you might as well shout "We're offworlders!! before you
i

gbart,” vcloy commented. Who on this planet possesses such a thing? 3ul atb

leasgt '}ey're far enough advanced to realise it's technology, not witcheraft,®
¥ix ighed, "You'lvre right, Bones. Damn,” ?e thovght hard az they

continued on their way to the transworter room. ™Mie'll have bo tell them...if

thoge wen are bo be saved,’

cre were mine of the crew in the transporter Ivom when they ant

ik e
eipht men and one of the junior narses. #ive of the men, Kirk knaew,

suffered

soue degree of injury during the ion storm that carried them here, hutb nad no
choice but to asccept their offer. Xirk picked his proup guickly, Laoas four of

the injured men to form Snock's back-up group. Then he collected the balts, with
a dozen spare ones, and they beamed down among the trees overlooking the cave.

The gres cound the aocuth of the cavs ghowed 1ittle movement. OOUL Twanty
peovle were gothered together round the tents: there wasg an air of weid >
about them. ¥irk glanced up at the overcast sky. It had a heavy,
and & hnziness neax the horizon sncke to him of rain falling., Within the
ment ares g
hunm 81

Aricll

look
catch~
viever rivers ran through the cave? Probably.. As the iransporter
arvival of the second group, Kirk walked forward.

T

They were almost at the tents before they were seen, 4 umsn with an ai
authority that still failed to mask the worwy on his face turned to wmeet thew

“What news of the rescue?! ¥irk asked.

The wan shock his head, YThs rescue party can't gelt vast a
way thatts filled with water. Who are you’®

Yy neme's Hdrk. We think we can help you, Mr....?0

SReovwen - Dom Woowen. Ttm Chief of FPolice for this Stats.” Fe was still
looking guestlioningly =t Kirk and his party

STty too complicated for we fo give you the full story now, but I
have equitment that will Iet us reach the trapped cavers," {irck said,
how meny of then ore trappedi®

ore ore Tive men underground,! Weowen sald. We dont't know 4f any are




"Right." te glanced at his group, "lLet's get on with it."

"Wall a rdnute," Keowen interrupted. "Just how experienced agre yout? That
cave rates D+, and I don't see that you have that wmuch equipment with you.®

“as T understand it, it's lack of breathing apparatus that's holding the
rescue back," Kirk saild quistly. "We have special breathing apparatus that will
let us past the flooded section. I assume there are fixed ropes to that peint,
and that the initial party will have left ropes beyond it tooc, down to wherever
they are.H

ell, yes," Keowen agreed, "but - ¥

"yith respect, sir, there isn't time to argue sbout it. There's more rain
falling even now. My group all have some experience, and one of them iy a
nurse. He glanced at Spock, waiting with the four men who were to provide the
back-up group, and the Vulcan gave him his quiet almost~smile.

s

T will explain to Mr. Heowen," he promised. Kirk nodded and led his £ToUp
towards the cave,

Keowen watched them go, then looked at Spock. "xplain?" he began. Mixplain
whet - 2% Fis eyes widened as, for the first time, he registered the elegant
peinted ears, the green-tinted skin,

“We do not belong to your world, Mr. Keowen," Spock said quietly. e are
from other worlds. Your own culiture is on the verge of developing space flight,
is 1t netvw

Keowen nodded, still looking slightly stunned. "We've put up artificial
satellites,® he said, his voice oddly blank, “and sent & couple of probes to
the moon.*

“The ususl beginning," Spock agreed., "Many other planets have rveached =
and passed -~ that stage of development. uhen we find a culture advanced enough,
we make contact, vsvally after some years of study. Here... We found your world
by accidenty our communications officer picked up vour broadeasts. We realised
that these men would die without our interventions 8o — here we are."

iind what happens now?" Keowen sounded slightly suspicious.

Fiappens? Ve .can tell your people about our PFederation — but that is all.
op
We are logt.n

"Tosty As advanced as you are, and you're logt?"

"It sounds unilikely, doeg it not. A space storm threw us off course; a
temporary melfunction cavsed a gap in our navigational record that makes it

imposgsible for us to retrace our course. Currently we are vorking on ascerbaine
ing our positicn, but it is a long job.m

Keowen grunted, only halfl believing the story. "You're not vlanning %o
take v over it

ilndeed not," Spock said, horrified. "If, on consideration, your people
wish %o join the Pederation, you would be welcomes wmeanvhile, we would give you
any help we could. Your laws would remain yours, and all Federation plenets
would - will -« honour them.?

Tihetts casier said than done,™ Keowen said with a wry lauvgh, “0ur lawg?
fach country has its own,; and while basic laws against theft, ete, ave wuch the
same [rom country to country, there are a few laws in the statute books that are
unigue to one country or another - and in some countries things that are illegal
that are perfectly legal in others." ie laughed again. "And you speak ag if
the whnole world wmight have one set of laws?!

“In some worlds, that is indeed the case,”™ Spock said. "In others, differ—
ent areas have thelr own lccal legislation, as you do. All these laws arve
regpechad v
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He was Interrupted by a shrill bleeping. Xeowen jumped; Spock simply
reached for his communicator. YSpock here.d

2o Y
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Kirk's party made good time through the cave., The fixed ropes helped a loi,
of course, and in this first part of the cave there were even fixed lights on a
continuous flex draped over protrusions in the rock walls Jjust above head height.
The initial descent was fairly shallow, with a reascnably flat, sand/wud floor,
Then the cave levelled off for a hundred yards or so, after which it descended
abruptly dovwn a long chimney. The party abseiled down on the fixed roves,
reaching the vobttom with very lititle effort.

The passage, no longer 1it by the fixed lights - these had ended at the top
of the descent - gtretched on, lower now, without even fixed ropes to mark if it
wag the right way:; only the marks of feet in the mud floor showed that people
had recently passed that way. Ducking, Xirk led his party into fthe tunnel, his
hand=-lizht, so much brighter than the ones on the fixed flex, cutting into the
darkness. After a few yards he had to crawl, bult this very low section only
lasted for a few yards and he was scon able 4o straighten again, albeit cautiously.

His torch caught the waxy, wet-looking sheen of calcite, dirty white streaked
with grey, browm and green, that coated one wall, but he had neither the time now
the inclination to psuse to study it. Above, the roof rose, high and narrows
ahead, the light caught the shape of gsialactite curtains hanging dovn, and on
the ground, a low wall of stalagmite that rose to meet it. Fe stepped over it
carefully, even in his haste; such & beautbiful thing, it had taken so longz to
grovy it would be the work of a second to kick it to pieces. He felt a
momentary regret that Spock was not here to see this, then dismissed it - Spock
could come down later. But, he promised himself, he would come with his Triend.
He would welcome the opporiunity to see these stalaciite growths in peace.

The cave widened out slightly, and water welled up from somewhere underground.
The strean loved beside them for a few yards, then vanished again into the rock
wall, They went on, now picking their way through broken rocks that had fallen
frowm the roof, making the floor of the cave uneven. They were degcending againg
another fixed rope offered a handhold to steady them, and they were not ashamed
to wse 1t.

1

here was a light ahead of them, though they could only detect it when Kirk
movements wade his torch dip so that it pointed towards the ground. 7The cave
opened out inte a big, high chambers at the far end of it was o group of wmen.
The Tnterprise crew strode across to then.

-

IS

One of them turmed to the newcomers. %It's hopelese,” he said gloomily.
"There's o four-hundred-yard passage through there, and the water's zot to be up
to the woof the whole way. You can't even see the mouth of it abhove the waber.s

I

Kirk Jooked towards where the man indicated., There was = deep pool ot the
end of the chamber; 1t was ilwpossible to see where the wster came frowm or went
to, though it seemed to be moving from his right towards his left.

iChay - the water's getting higher," someone said.

It's waining again,"Kirk told them. e pressed his lips together. “I've
got gome new equipment that might let us through," he said., "If you just wait a
moment U1ll I report to the surface, we'll carry on.® He pulled out his commun-
icator, and was answered Immediately.

He could see that the natives were startled by the voice, and realised that
thie kind of hand-held, wire-less...radic...was new to then.
?

tenock here,

Welve reached the flooded section, Mr. Spock. The water level ig wising.
There doesn't seem to be any danger of entrapment to this point. If you want to
come in Lo here, do. We'lre going on now.t




Weg, sir.”

Kirl out the communicator away, and glanced round his group. “Ready?
Belts activated., TLet's go.¥

He waded into the water. Iven through the force~fieid that now surrounded
hiwm, he could feel the chill of the water, and he knew that cold wag going to be
a dangerous eneny. When he was walst-deep, he ducked dovm and began to swin. A4
quick dive, and he was underwater, beginning to make his way into the long tunnel
that - with luck - wag all that separated them from the trapped men.

The tunnel was far from smooth, although it was probably esasier swimming
along it than it must have been walking along it. Probably it was slvays varily
Tilled with water; he swam past some small stalactites, but there was no sign
of stalagnite growth under them.

It seemed a long four hundred yards. After a while, the roof dipped, and
he hzuled himself along, eripping the stones that littered the floor of the
Fagspges AT this pelnt, he realised, the original cavers wust have been under
water, crawling along = had the cave been explored this far before this group
came exploring, he wondered, or were they the first? o, not the first - Keowen
had sald the cave was graded D+. So they would have known how far the usually
flocded section was. But the very first cavers to explore this far would not
have known. Xirk wasn't sure he would have liked to be the first man to grove
his way along here, not knowing if he would pass beyond the flooded stage before
his alr gave out, not even knowing if there was a way psst this section, ox if
e would have to try to wriggle out again, feet first. Then the roof roge again
and Kirk, allowing himself to rise with it, realised that they were through the
flocded section. The roof was high enough that his head was above waler. 3ub
the entire width of the passage was still flooded. He dropped his feet, and
found that he was gtanding in about five feet of water. He waited i1l the heads
of his paxty bobbed up beside him, checked that they were all there, then
turned to gwim on.

The passage went round a comer, and there was another big cavern similaxp
to the egrlier one. The floor was of fairly hard-packed sand/mud and marked with
ripple markss the sign of earlier, even wore severe flooding. Kirk shone his
light round the cavern, wondering where to go now.

There was a dark opening where the river disappeared underground again -
Kirk hoped it was 2 passage. He led the way ifowards it,

Yeg: this was the way, all right. A fixed rope beckoned them on,

Ye glanced wound his party again. Pive minutes woulda't make that much
difference to the trapped wmen, but it might make all the difference to =
possible wescue. Deliberately, he sat on the firm mud and lemned against the
wall., UYyelve done well so far,” he gaid. Yiske five,v.

The others sank down, and Kirk wondered if the same thousht had occcurred to
them that was now bothering him. There must be at least one more flocded section
that the cavers were unsure of getting through. e pulled out his communicator.

ARiek to Spock.t

“Spock here.” The reception was very poor, and Kirk realised that this was
the last weport he would be able to make - at least until he was back to this
point azain,

Helre vast the first flooded section, but the trapped men arentt here.
There must he another flooded section further on.Y
Y1 understankds Do you want me to conbtinue fo your present positiony®

¥izk grvinned to himself, the quesgtion was go typical of Spock. “dagative.
Stay at the firet chamber. Y'l1l leave one man here to relay messages, hut we're
so deep undecground now that I doubt 1'11l be able to stay in touch with hin fox
long.Y
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“Understood.™

As ¥irk closed his communicator, he considered his men. The girl wag doing
better than he wight have expected ~ medical staff didn't have to meintain guite
the same high gtandard of fitness that other Starfleet persennel did, But he
couldn't leave her, anyway; she might be needed when they found the trapped men,
Grever vas an older man - fit enough, but ohwiously feeling the effects of the
minor injury he had suffered in the storm.

“Grever,t he sald, "I want you to stay here as relay., If there's no word
from wme ingide the next two hours, use your discretion about calling ¥r. Spock in
and coming on, The conditions wight have changed by then 1o the point where it
would be foolhardy to risk the back-up group.”

HWag, gin,t

Kirk hoped it wouldn't come to that., As well as Grewer, the men with Svock
had all suffered in the storm, but in this emergency he had simply had to vse the
volunteers he could get. Fe had no doubts that all his crew would hove volunte
eared, had they had the necessary experience,

Deliberatel he relaxed, using technicues 8pock had tausht him to eage
3 _ # & ) 1% £ ¢
stiffening vusgeles, then, with the five minutes Tully up, he rcse smoothly.
Hhetls get on,®

“his passage climbed for a few yards, then began to descend steeply. They
clung to the fixed rope ag they slitherad down, loose bits of rock fallen from
the roof slipping from under their feet,

iy Rixk thought. D+ He didn't know all that wuch about caving, but apart
from the flocded section, especislly the end of it, he hadn't seen any thing yet
that he would have graded terribly hard - yet Keowen had spooken as if D+ was
pretty difficult. Perhaps further in... Gods, the cavers hadn't got themselves
stuck somewhere inaccessible, surely? Maybe they were even in o dry bit of the
system and didn't realise yet that it had been raining? Yo - gurely they had had
some surface conbact, gsuch as Sam's friends had hads..yet he couldntt ses, hadn't
seen, any sign of a telephone wire.

A loose wock slid away from himg he heard it #oy then silence, followed
three or four seconds later by a splash. "Stopl® he snapped, clinging frantically
to the vope.

e ghone his torch shead of them, and gulped. They were some three yards
from o sheer drops the cave passsge seemed to open out somewhere nesr the top #
of yel another big chamber, and if he hadn't kicked that stone, he would have
been the one to go hurtling down there... Fe flicked open his commnicabtor,

Fleewar,

Blrewen hera.t

“Werning - the passage goes down o steep slope and over a sheer drom s
“Hoted, sir.”

fie put the communicator away once more, and inched on downwards. At the
edge, he leaned forward carefully, and shone the torch downwards .

“iello§ v

The cavers! Where were they? The echoes distorted direction. e shone the
toreh in all directions, and saw nothing but the gleam of the light reflecting
of f water.

here are yout!' he called,
o your right - over a litile - ®
Tnerel e could pick them out now -~ four...no, five faces stering upwards.

fhre you all righted
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felre not hart, but when the water began to rise, we lost cur lights, Ve
couldn't do anything in the dark but sit and wait,n
on you get over to the rope?! Kirk asked.
Wetll fxy.o
Yhnile Kirk shone his lawp down for them - Tmlanga edged down beside him and
also lesned over, adding his light to Kirk's - the trapped men began to make

a careful wagy over towards the fixed rope that was their only means of exit from
thig chamber,

Ihe water, which fxom above appeared motioniess, swirled round the wading
men as they wade their way, waist~deep, towards the rope., The light from the
two lamps vias barely adequate, at this distance, to let them see what thay were
doing, but at least it was giving them a direction, and they held on to each
other fox balance, It seemed a very long time before they reached the base of
the cliff,

o

The first wman began to c¢limd rugicking his way steadily up the rope.
o y 5 Z‘! o p &
When he reached the top, Kirk hsuled him over the edge, and he scrambled up the
passage out of the way. The second man was already begimming to clinb,

One by one they wmade their way up the rope. Once they were all at the top,

Kirk gave the signal for the party to head back. At least the rescued cavers,
cold though they were, were all mobile. T4 made 1life much easgier. indeed, Kirk

was pretty certain that if they hadn't been able to climb out of the big chamber
under their own steam, it would have been almost impossible to rescue them all,
-3 they scrambled upwards, Kirk pulled out his communicator once Nore.

iGrevar - on our way back. We have them,¥ Ie thrust the communicator baclk into
his ‘belt without waiting for an acknowledsement,

vhen they weached Grewar, they sank down for snother rest. Murse Arbeb
checked the five cavers quickly before she too sat, nodding to Kirk, #(old
tived, sir, tut Fit enough.*

Blood te reached for the box containing the spare belts, removed five,
and slung the hox over his back agsin. %Put these on, " he told the wen, and
grinned slightly at their startled expressions. "It's a sort of e e hreathi
apparstus to get us throush a flooded gection.n

“Relte?t one of the rescued men muttored, disbelievingly.

Gnis is how you switch them on.t ¥Fe demonstreted.

1,

frelts,” the doubting one muttered again,

Kizk glonced at the furse. "Would vou lead the wav? he invited, aw
that mogeun
went on
inadegusa

o
e pride would not permit the doubter to hang back while a wowman
:ad, apparently trusting completely to the belts that see
end unlikely +to him.

o

mad so

) 1

arinned at him, fully aware of his reasoning. She felt no resentment
used like thigs indeed, wasculine pride was a waapon she had hevselfl
used once oxr twice in the past even among her own shipmates. If she was
surprised at Kirk's knowing how potent o weapon it was, she gave no sirn, but
ingtead turned and waded into the water, ¥irk indicated that one of the cavers
should Tollow her, then one of his own men, another caver, and S0 On.

They swem easily along the passage, negotiatbing the flooded secotion without
problem. There was no curcent in there, a backwater formed by floodwabers..
and smerged, to find themselves greeted by the group who had been there -~ the
thwarted rescue party - and Spockls groun,

7owere peginning to feel very tirved. Kirk thought of the climb hack to
the cave mouth., It goemed a very long way.

B AT 1L A
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To the first chamber, with a caving helmet covering his betreying ears -
Spock did not really feel like explaining where they came from azain just vet -
the Vulcan waited tensely for further word from ¥ivk's party. A cheer went up
from the waiting group ¥ when the news weas relayed that the cavers had heen found,
and cne of the wailting natives headed back towards the cave mouth to pass the
word on to the waiting reporters.

The assembled natives made to pull the returning group ocut of the water as
they appeared, but Spock stopped them, "Ho," he said. "hLet them wade out them-
selves, With the special breathing apparatus we're using, you wonldn't be able
to touch them.” He knew that the men couldn't really understand, but he was
still in no mood to give further details. Vhy hadn't ¥Kirk let him go too? He
was aware of definite concern for his friend, even though he knew that Kirk was
alive and perfectly well. Yet not so long ago, he had experienced fear ~ no,
terroxr - a sudden awareness that Kirk was in danger. Awareness? Or merely
apprehension” e didn't know. 7But he would not be able to relax until Rirk
was back here, safe.

Tpr?gbglﬁ, he thought., For so long it had been nothing but & word -~ a word
whose1né wning he had known but which '8till had been meaningless to him, Until
the chance that had brought the nterprise past a dying world in time o resgcue
a small group of Valcan scientidts. Since then, his life had come to revolve,
illogical though it was, around that emotional concept...and he had no regrets,
unVulecan though he knew himself to be now. 0Only Kirk - and to a lesser extent,
KcCoy - knew of his emotional wotivations as long as the rest of the universe
contimued to believe him to be wholly Vulcan, his private emotionalism didn't
matter.

A head broke the water — Murse Arbet. She waded out, turning when she was
still knee deep to watch the next swimmer surface. He was unknown %c Spock.,
One 2£ the natives. Then others, but not the one he watched for so hngrily. A
At 1ast the fawniiisr head appeared, last -~ as he should have expected. Sopock
took a deep, steadying breath, and woved slowly forward. He wmet Wirk at the
waterts edge,

Fizk grimned at him. "what did vou think of the stalactites?  he asgked.

Tt took a wmoment for Spock to veslise what Kirk was talking about., 97 don't
telieve T notlced any,' he adnitted.

“ell, you can have a look at them on the way cut - we'll have time to think
about the scenery instead of the job in hand," Kirk commented, tacitly giving the
Vulcan an 'out'. T only barely noticed them myself, we were in so much of a
hurry.”

The natives were talking animatedly among themselves: the word 'heli! was
being weveabed. Kirk sighed. ”horo had been no way to help the cavers without
revealing themselves, snd the belts had done that more effectively than anything
else could have done. And if they bad not helped, the cavers would ceritainly
have died ihere in 1he cold of the cave system; the little island of roak on
which they had been sitting would have been underwater shortly. lvean ag it was,
he wag awave that the level of fthe water in this cavern was fully a foot hlgner
than i% had been when they went in.

igentlemen,” he said loudly, "Ilsuggest we get ourselves abovo ground ng
quickly as possxble. The river is still rising.

(n the way up %o the gsurface, Kirk had time to realise just how tired he
wes - aod the other members of hig rescue party too. Pride forced him ornwards
but the climb up the fixed rope nearly finished him, and as they emerged into
open alr he noted that some of the others had not disdained a helping shoulder.

¥eowen mat them at the mouth of the cave, profuse with his thanksg: Kirk
smiled an acknowledgement and turmed down his offer of, "If you come with usg,
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we'lll give you accomodation -~

"ot necessary; thank you, sir. We'll return to our ship. If you can
contact your governaent, get them to arrange a meeling between my people and
representatives of the main countries of your world, all you need do is hroadcast
time and place. I'11 have my communications officer menitoring your trans-—
migsions - no need to feasr we won't pick it up. 4nd please siress our peaceful
intentiong,¥

e nodded to his people, and they followed him back into the tress before
the newsmen who were present realised hig intention., The moment they were
shielded by the trees, Kirk flicked up his commnicator. "interprigse -~ beam up,
fast."

Vaen the first of the reporters reached the spot some seconds later, they
could see nothing; their visitors were gone, leaving no incidation of where.
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fioCoy wet them in the transporter room. FHe took one comprehensive look
round the party, then fixed his eye on Kirk. "Bed,” he said firmly. ¥ALlL of
oY

“hot necessary,” Spock said. "TFive of us were not directly involved in the
rescue, and are not tired. But T agree, those who were in the main Tescue party
should retire immediatelys they had a strenuous day."

“Spock, T never thought I'd see the day you agreed with McCoy ¥ Kizk began,
but the gieroness with which he attempted to speak was lost when he found him-
self unable to suppress a yawn. Fe glanced round at his rescue perty. "You
heard the hocter, gentlemen. Bed.m

Phye, sir.” A chorussed acknowledgement of the order as they left the
transporter room gratefully.

Kirk glonced at his Science OFfficers "CGive Uhura the order to monitor
communications,” he said. YI doubt there'll hbe any response for some hours, but
I imagine they'll be strongly motivated to arrange a meeting for soon, rather
than in three weeks' time," he added drily, with a snide reference to the usual
gpeed ol diplomatic arrangements.

es, LML do that, Captain, and also if you wish formulate a wesume of
the work of the Federation thet they can be given,®

ihat'd be useful. Thanks, Spock." Kirk yawned again,

McCoy scowled at hime Jim, are you going peacefully, before vou collapse,
or must I get “pock to carry you?r' he demanded.

ltm golng, I'mogoingl™ Kirk said hastily. fle lefs quickly, bvefore HcCoy
could carxzy out his threat, leaving a broadly smiling ¥MeCoy and a wildly amsed
Spock,

MoeGoy glanced at the Vulcan, "Tg it just tiredness®” he demended., #0r is
he hiding some injury?v

“ugt biredness," Spock assured him. "Strain, if you like. He was vary
avare of the water rising... It was foriunaie that none of the trapped men wasg
injured, however.?

nir

tleCoy nodded.  “He'll also be very aware of breaching the Princ Ddrective,!
he added thoughtfully.
frhig planet is advanced enough for contact,v

ST knows e Db o o

He nad no need to say wore. Poth men were well aware, without discussing
1t, of the recent courtmartial of the Captain of the ¥xeter - his crime,
contaciing the natives of a Prime Iiresctive planet when looking for suitable
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crystals to veplace two bufned—out dilithium crystals in his engines, The Tact
that withoul replecement crystals his ship was literally stranded almost a
hundred 1ight years from a Starbase, that the natives were advanced anouzh to
accept the exigtence of other inhabited worlds, that their planet was a souvrce
of high-quality power crystals - not dilithiwm, but an excellent substitute -
was not accepted as a valid defence, and the Captain was summarily denoted %o
Iieutenant and assigned to permanent Starbage duty. McCoy, who had wet Capltain
Tracey, suspected that Starfleet Command had merely used this as an sxouse <o
remove him frowm a position of responsibility -~ there was some reason to doubt
his gtabilitys; since his promotion %o Captein, his readings had been only just
within accepitable limits, and it seemed that he was s man who could cope satige
factorily in any test situaltion since he knew it to bhe unreal, but wvhoe, when

1t came bo it, was unadle to handle the tremendous responsibility involved in
being a Starship Captain. Put it set an unforiunate precedent.

"L must go to the bridge,™ Svock said abruptly, and MeCoy noddsd.

On the bridge, Spock passed Kirk's orders on to Thura, who nodded under-
standing of them and returned her attention to her console. He then resumed his
station for a bwief time before heading for his office beside the seience
laboratories,

here he studied the readings he had obtained of the planet. An advance
world, wight enough...but there were indications that unless something happened
to prevent it, a war between the two main nations was relatively imminent,

de hoved that thelr arrival was sufficient to prevent it.

S A S AL 2L e M
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Dralk sighed wearily - but silently - as Carlos Rivas talked on. ‘e had
long since stopped paying wuch attention to anything the Human said -~ Rivas was
dull coupany, after all., He might be ambitious, but he lacked the spark of drive
to get onywhere; 1t showed in his every word, and Drakk now regretted the impulse
that had led him to cultivate the Human in the first place. On the other hand,
cceasionally Nives let drop a few words of useful information - and on coneider-
ation, Dxakl bad decided not Lo terminate the acquaintanceship, although he
pleaded pressure of work to avoid seeing the Human quite as often az he had done
in the early days of their journey. It was not wholly a lie, gither: with
Sgrral's death a second automatic promotion had come, and he did have 4o study
the new worlk.

raklk slloved his attention to wander slightly, keeping just enough of 1t on
the Humen Tor Rivas not to reslise that his companion's mind was elsewherc,
Sgrral's death had been accepted as an accident, but of course the Awbsssndor
had been old.s Rrovral, now... Hroveal was locking at him suspiciously, or zo it
seemned, . yet he could know nothing. DTut if he was suspicious... 1% would be
harder to wemove Brovral without anyone suspecting. iut the polson was guilck-
acting and left no traces; half an hour after death it had broken down into its
cowponant elewents, and these were found in the bloodstream of any normal Ubar.

Could he wigk the polson apain? Perhaps...but with Rrovral out ol the way,
he would be promoted three steps, up to eight years before he could have howved
for such a position if he had let nature take its own course. And that thought
made him pause. Fast though the Uhar could learn he was finding it quite
difficult to cope adequately with the increased worklozd he was already focing.
He did not feel he could cope with a further promotion - not just yetb,

In asddition.s.according to Rivas, the ship was lost; the Humsns had no idea
of where they were. In this benighted fovest of stars, it wae no wonder! Drakk
thought. Perhaps it would Ye wigest To positporie any action agsinst het hal fm
witted fool Rrovral, who could see no further than the end of his nose, o need

to risk discovery — not that he feared it - by killing frovral just volb, Tlme
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enough when they vere nearer the cities of the Ubar, or the strongholds of this
Federation the Homans helonged to. It would give him longer to accustom himsgelf
to the demands of his new rank before he stepped up that third nlace.

The Fumens...fools, every one of them! ot one of them had zuessed, any
more Than hig own stupid superiors had, tha% he had killed Sgrral uveing the vrax
he had stolen from his Healer father and which his father had never wigsed. Yes
it was esasy for someone with intellléence and unburdened by s conscience to make
things go the way he wanted...

Suddenly, all the lights went out,

Y A VI T S S VT A v
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“Hcotty!™ Kirk snapved, thankful that his hand knew its own way to the
intercomn.

BHcott here, sir. Iverything's out except air supply.®
“Our blosted practical joker agsin®n

fhye, it looks like it. TIf it was a straight malfunction, even the air
supply would be cut...but the emergency backup system would be working, That's
out too « as far as light and heat are concerned,m

Kirl's 11
ing is out, it
tha b7

UTE he doesna', he should - unless Academy training is a lot different from
what it was in wy day,™ Scotty growled. "I've got everyone working on it,
Capbain,®

108

s tightened., “We can wake do with lamps for light, but if heate
3 going to get very cold... Do you suppose our joker realises

J)C"*

Wes, I know, Scobtty. I'1l let you get on with it.n
[

Wixvk groped for the emergency hand light and switched it on. Then he
flicked the intexcom on again, opened his mouth to speak, changed his mind,
switched the intercom off and strode out of his cabin. A dencing light coming
towards him showed where some other crewman was about his business - it hod ‘o
be one of the on-duty watch, since the off-duty persomnel would all be in either
rec room or cobing, and they, in this smergzency, would know o ramain thers outl
of the way.

Fe strode to the fturbolift and stopped dead when the doors refused to open.
"Damni®  Even when he was carrying a hand light, habit died hard. He turmed and
headed porposefully down the corrider. Tt wasn't that far to sickbesy, but thore
was g2 definite tendency for everyone to use the turbolifts...

f'eCoy looked up from where he was peering at scme papers in the velatively
dim l¢gﬂo of a small hand lamp.

hugytt Dirk asked, wanaging to cover his annoyance at forgetting again and
expecting the door to slide open for him. He had bumped into it rather hard
beffore menembering that he would have to use the manual override.

inee Scotlty gets the power on again, I'wm having all the new engincering
steff down here for a psych test," MeCoy sald bluntly. *It's got %o be an
engineer. “here's too mich technical knowledge behind most of these 'jokes! for
it to bhe anyone else.?

Hatarting with your two 'furmy men'?t

Fte gbdlll doubtful about its being one of them,” McCoy said. “Indeed, I'd
stake everything I know on it. DPractical jokers don't go in for 'song and
dance! routines. Thisg joker isn't one of the extreme extrovert type, Jim -~ he's
underhand, He gets his kicks out of knowing he's caused embarrassment or
inconvenience = and he's totally without a conscience, too. Just look at the
scope of hig tricks - and the sgimple fact that he's kept on with them even after
one of then resulied in the ship's getting lost. It's as if nothing really
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watters to him excepl getting a good laugh at everyone else running around trying
to mend his damege. ¥e probably even goes threough the wotions of helping, to
cover up., ILike gald, he's cunning,n

#irk thought for a woment. #You said once that you reckoned he's lesmad to
fake his psych resultbs.d

“ihe routine oneg, yes. Dut I've got a few tricks up wy sleeve from wy days
in hogpital. T did a two~year stint in a mental hospital net long before T onted
for Space service - and believe me, until you've spent time in a wmental hosvital,
you just dont't have any notion how convoluted the Human mind can he. Look -~ SOme
practical jokers own up to it. They play a joke, they catch you out, but they
make ne secret of 1t. Those ones are a pain in the neck, but at least they'tre
nonest, The dishonest ones - well; to my wind they're unbalanced, ¥oh ingane -
quite - but not entirely sane either,v

Fhones, dn my book any practical joker iz unbalanced,®

tieCoy sniled wearily. 91 think you're being o little foo sweeping, Jiw,"

He gave 2 half shrug. "Don't tell me you never pulled anyone's leg by - oh - *#
Thones, there'ts a big difference bhetween teasing and practical joking.®
To's just a matter of degree, Jim. Yome people can't lake beiny teased

either. A practical joker probably assumes, quite hones stly, that the rest of the

vorld doesn't have mich of a sense of humour. »Bub this kind of joker,.,., Jim,
we'lre tallting round in circles.?

Penlr, T suppose we are." ¥irk shiverad., HIt's getting celd.w

PTENLL met colder !

B1 knowa Kirk nibbled at hisg lips. "1 way have to order the crew down to
the surface if only to provide adequate heating for them all,®

Hand wouldn't our joker just love thot

Ag suddenly as they went off, the lights went on sgein, Tirk reized his
head, "Well, well. 1'11 bet the heating's on agalin, too.”

e intercom bugwed. MceCoy reached out. "McCoy here,”

“Heott here. Do you want to see those men now, Dones

2, MeCoy sald grimly, ignoring Kirk's reised evebrow.
eyl be right down,®

firk lesned over. "What was wrong, ScotbtyT?

“ihe main ualt just had a swall component removed. It had been lLeft lying
veside its bed, so it was easy enough to put back once we found i%. We havena!
found the Tault in the back-up system yet,”

“Let me koow when you do.? Kirk flicked off tﬂe intercem. #Scotty know you
wanted thoge men?h

“1 called him to find out what had happened - sickbay might have had %o get
something rigged up nrgently ~ and told him then.®

AL lesve you to get on with it. Cood Tuck."

[T SLooAL anoar
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Alwmost twenty-Tfour hours had passed since their retwrn 4o the
and the wadio woves from the planet benesth them had been carrying stories that
arled frvewm the %en sational ('Visitors from Space helved in o dramatic TesScUG. ..
then vaﬂWJ;eo‘) bo the frankly disbelieving ( Although these strangers did
indeed v @ trapped cavers, their clain to be of extraterrestrial .
must be s flth extreme sugplcion. Jedar has detected no sign of ¥
activity, end the most up~to-dzte astroncunical telescopes have been u1
focus on the mysterious ship in which they claim to have weached ok

<.*
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vag interesting, Uhurs wused as she monitored the airways, thot slmost all voces
called thein world of origin by 2 name that translated as 'Herth! or 'ground!,
f@ven 'Wulcan'! weant 'land’ in one of the older, more obscure Vulcan lonmiciaesea.

I
T

e turbolift door swighed open, and Kirk strode onto the bridge, an
expression on his face that made the clesr-conscicused Thura wonder )Tiefly what
sins of omigsion she wmight have been ﬂullty of, followed by relief that it wasn't
her he was angry with. The practical joker, of course. She wouldn't like to be
in his shoes when they finaelly discovered just who he - or she, of course =~ wWas.
Onoe Kirk had finished with him, it would be the turn of the crew to meke their

3 Dlaine..
Kirk glanced over at her. "Any messages from the planet, Lieutenant?' Te
made an effort to speak guietly, aware that there was no point in taking out his
bad tewper on his experienced and trusted crew, who were all as anmoyed by the

Viokexr' as he was,

"ot vet, Caplain. The people down there don't seem to know what to believe,
if the newscasts are anything to go by. Some of them don't believe in little
green men, others seem quite keen on the 'aliens frowm space! angle. Tf theytre
ref'lecting their governments! official views, it might be a while before they
reach any sort of decisgion to meet with ug.n

Kirk nodded. '"Yes, that seems about par for the course," he sgaid dwily.

"Indeed,” Spock put in as he rose from the command chaiv. %The inability of
politiciang to reach a reasoned conclusion in a minimum of time never fails o
appal me. And yet these are the very people who are ronning the various countries
of which the planet is wmade up.m

Hihe doubting attitude could be weant to avoid possible panic,% Kirk wised.

Fpanict Spook asked. 'We made contact Ly offering them helpl®

"4 logical race would see that, Spocks but most races sre not logicel. A
lot of races see anything strange as potentially if not actuslly houviT and
nost worlds! science fiction includes a lot of stories aboutbt invasion ffom GTRCO.

Far more exciting than an alien race dropping in with a trade agreembﬂt 2l no
hostile intentions, wouldn't you agree? Dut not exactly conducive to feelings of
trust and security if once the aliens do arrive.®

“he ability to differentizte betwéen fiction and reality = ¥ Spock began.
foeopeens very lacking in a lot of emeotional races," Kirk finisghed.

Unura nodded.  "Seriols about '1ife in a small village' or 'the evexyday
life of o typical fanily in Smallville - or “mall Street! are vexry popular on
Warth, ¥r. Spock, Yow it's th way of things that in any 'everyday life! that g
goeg on for years - and some of those serials do -~ people die...acs horn..oob
married. You have no ides how wany wreaths, baby clothes and wedding presents
are gent o the characters hy vievers who seem to believe that they zve we 1o
not just parts ncted by paonle who have nothing in common with the parts tha
depict. "wen if the actor who played a chovscter who 'died' is subsecusntly
intervievwsd anywhere, the public stil) don't seem tole able o understand,..
Oh, not everyone gets quite so...involved, thére are plenty in the oud
do reslise that it'e 21l Tiction..."

Sherets g well-puthonticated story on fnrth, dating Trom the twuntiuth
¢ 33
century,” el joined in, his mind distracied - domporarily at lesgt - from the
practical joker. Flave you ever read 'The Var of the Worlds! by H.Gs :

Spock nodded. "It had guite an ingenious dencument, as I recall.D

A1y a radio station, I think it wasg, in 01d America decided to
nptiscd version of it, presented as a documentary - 'Our officisl
1 in with meny others who have come to see these alien Och'ﬂr"fu
1ded. oo the doors are opening now... 0Oh my God! They're monsbers!!?
type of thing, TFor sowme reason g lot of veople tuned in to the broadeast after
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it had storted - there was probably something they'd all been catching on
ancther owaﬂneL ~ end thought it really was a documentary, that strange alien

mongbers weally hed landed... “here wag quite o panic.” He stiffened suddenly,
becoming mvere of 2 potential practical joke that nobody had so far thousht of,

spock, a8 he so often did, followed his ﬁhouuhts. lourld our pracitical
joker cut into our transmission capability, »iss Uhura® he asked.

ou enginesring - yes,” she said simply, "and T wouldn't be able to do o
thing about it,© :

t even need to hang arcund for long,* ¥irk added softly,
could leave o tape running... Fow long would it take to find such a tapet®

¢ long," Uhura sssured him., "There aren't many places he could aubaow
a playback unit, and they'd only take a couple of winutes to check cut,®

i1
P

firk nodded. ®¥cCoy's testing all the engineering staff we pilcked un
right now,” he said. "They're the prime suspects, of course. But just in case
he fails..Ohure, be ready to make that checki™®

Weg, Captain.” She hesitated. "Coapltaine..l wonder.,.o
PTieutenant?y

BYou smald it yourself, Captein - this joker is c¢lever. All the joles have
shown some degree of technical Xxnow-how...pointing the Tinger at engineering
crev. ut what if he ign't engineering? What if he's delibewatbely waking it
look that way?w T

A good suggestion, Thuwra, bub how many non-engingering staff have that wuch
knowlcq3» of the imnards of ~ may ~ the transporter console? It was sabOUaged in
the si e mogt effective yet hard to detect place. He's shown too wuch
techrical keow~how for him not {0 be in engineering.™

BYes, gin.t

fivk glanced round, suddenly realising that there was someone uissing,

's Mr. Yood?" he asked. "It's hig watch.™ Spock ate work, Kirk knew, but
that gove Yood ne right to hand over command to the Science ¢fficer while he
disappeared, taking advantage of the Vulecan's willingmess to oblige.

Spock half shrugged. "He was here, siv. Vhen the power failed, he gave me
the con and went off down the emergency stair.®

Kirvlk punched the intercom. Mir. Wood repoxrt to bridge.w

#re WAS N0 ansver. M. Wood?  Wothing. YPr. Scotit « have you seon Mr,

Yo, Captain.

“e would have been going to engineering," ¥irk sasid thoughtfulliy,
didn't he geot there?™

£ a2

of5] he tripped over something and stunned himself,% Uhurz sugresthed.
we can Throw gone nasty shadows ¥

ey
Wien

Mhose hand

kink noddeds MYSecurity - phase one search for Commander Wood.

fAve, siv,® the dity officer renlied.

i have to  wait long. Within two minutes the intercom bleeped, and
d hig hand down hard on the button, YEirk here.®

Welve found ?r. Wood, sir. YHe seems to have slipped coming down the ladder
from the Nridge. Sir - T thluk he's hroken hig neck.®

“Have you alerfed Sickhgy?h
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MeCoy'sz volee cut in., ¥I'm here now, Captain.™ The intercom weant silent
for a moment, then McCoy's volce resumed. "Perez ig rizhb, . Captain, Wood'ts
neck is ren, There's nothing T can do.  fven if T ocould revive him -~ and I'd
be wawilling o try because he's bheen lying here a while and the brain is bound

{94
to be suffering from oxyzen deprivation « he'd be paralysed from the neck down,b

)

iThenls youytDoctor. .’ Slowly, Xirk switched off the intercom. Then
sudden guspicion made him slam the circuit open agzin. "Mr. Perszih

HYes, six? The delay was so brief that Xirk knew the security officer
could not even have begun to turn away.

“Check the rungs of the ladder. Is there anything on any of them that Mr.
Wood could have slipped on®®

fhye, sir.® fThere was o brief pause, then Perez' volce. "Captlain, there's
something on three of the rungs about halfway up. I think it'es oil.n

ST see.  Thank you, Mr, Perez." Teliberately, Kirk closed the circuit,

LY Y N T .Y AU R T
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Kirk scowled at the report FeCoy had just handed him. ‘hoes this wean that
yru'lve cleared all the new engineering personnel? he asked.

Waes, ['wm afraid it does. They all read normal, This test I've mot -~ it's
impossible to fake normal. Anyone who tries to fake, in ferms of 'what answer
is expeciad heret' gete o false result - and no, T'm not telling you how ii's
donel Vhoever this joker is, 1t isn't one of the engineering staff - which will
vlease feotty, at least,® )

fetre not ta

Wlking about a practical joker any wore, Bones - we'lre talking
about a mrrderer,”

Tt doesn't follow. Yes, I kpow you're thinking about the ball beavings in
the corwidor, and T know that shows considerable irresponsgibility. »ut spilt

olless  Jioy that doesn't have to be o trick. It could just happen, be a pure
accidente. .V

“Bones, how often is the emergency ladder frewm the RBridee used? How nuch
maintenance is carried on up there? T don't think it's possible for it 'Just to
happen' - not on that particular ladder. I think our practical joker ig on
irresvengible idiot who gives absolutely no thought to the danger inherent in o
Lot of his go~cplled jokes. There wag only one - no, two - of his tricks that
weren't potentially dangerous., And most of his tricks have shown technical know-
how, You can't gebt away fwom that, Pones.n '

lghts The next step is to test all the rest of the new pewsonnel,”

MeCoy watter-of-factly. "But Jim -~ dont't make the mistake of blaming every-
thing goes wrong on our joker. Accidents can hapoen: a crevman can make a

mistake -

<

Fles, but a well-adjusted, responsible crewman admits to it,% Ziwk pointed

out,
MeCoy merunted and changed the subject, "You'll have to selsct somecne asg
scting Firvest O0fficer," he said. ¥Finy ideag?h

I was thinking of Spock. ¥o, wall -~ ¥ as MelCoy opened his mouth to
T

speak. me Tipdlsh. T know he doegn't have that much space experience, bhut
he ig ewperienced in handling men., Scotty certainly wouldn't want thes Jjob, and
any@ﬁy a {hiel gineer has enough on his plate without the extra work being
First cer would entall, Julu and Thura could both do it perfectly
only at the cogt of hours of overtiwe. On the other hand, Vulcang eat worl,
Spock coudd do the job, end carry on ass Science Officer; and barely feel himself
worked Lo capscllty let alone overworked. Add to that, he and T get on really

well together, and that would certainly be to the ship's advantage.v

hﬁt

im, youlre arguing to the converted," Meloy said, grinning, ag ¥ivk at
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last gave nim the chance to speak. "That was what T was just going o say.
Spock could do the double job easier than anyone else on board. The alterative
would be to give the job to Sulu oxr Uhura and prouwote their seconds +to acting
head of department, and T don't think that would be nearly as satisfactory.”

¥irk grinned responsively. "T'u edgy,” he admitted. ¥He stretched and
vawned., YHGod, I'm tired.® '

Worny can be very tiring," McCoy agreed. "I prescribe bed.n

ffo, " Kirk objected., "I'd just lie awake, tossing and turning... J'd
rather see 1f Spock can spare the time for a game of chess. We haven't pleyed
for ages, and I find it more relaxing than anything else I can think of ~ any-
thing else thal's practiecal, that is."

H0,Key but if he isn't free, don't pull rank."

Kirk grunted what wight have been agreement. "I've got to see him anyway "
He resched forxward and switched on his intercom., "Mw, Spock report to the
japtain's quarters as soon as possibleln

MeCoy turned towards the doov.  "I'1l go and get these tests laid on,% he
said. |

¥irk nodded and McCoy left, to walk briskly down the corridor. fThere was
little enough he could do to help the Captaing if he could find the practical
Joker; that would be at least one worry off Kirk's mind.
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Spock buzzed, and entered the Captain's cabin on command. Xirk griimed up
at him. ¥Snock. How is the star search zetting ont®

spock shook his head. "Badly," he said, his voice as gleomy as it was poss=—
ible for a Vulcan's to be. "The cluster of stars at 249 mark % looks most VIrom-
iging, but it isn't 2 definite match for anything in our charts., I've initiated
a more deteiled study of the area, but from the data we have so far, I would
hesitate to recommend that we commit ourselves to heading in that dirvection.?

ivell, it's something,” Wirk said, determinedly cheerful. “I'd've been a
lot more worried if nothing at 2ll matched... Spock = T'd like you to take on
Fr. Wood's job until we get home.®

The Vulcan stared at him, momentarily speechless. "Jim - you henour wme,
but surely there are several other officers with more experience, more claim to
the promotion —~ ¥

"es, there are," Kirk admitted, "but none that I think would be abhle to
double up positions., I think you could do both your job and First Officer's, and
gtill net feel yoursell worked to full capacity - and from a purely selfish point
of view, IT'd be glad to have a First Officer who was also a friend. %ood and I
never opeinly disagreed, but we rarely saw eye 1o eye on anything."

“Then ~ 1f you are sure none of the senior officers will feel offended - ¢

"eCoy s dn full agreement with me, Scotty's the only men senior enocugh to
think the post might have been given to him, and he wouldn't want. it — it would
take him awoy from his engines too much., WNow - T alsc know that youlve bhesn
working fiat out since we came back up from the planet. I went you to taks the
rest of the evening off. An extra hour or two isn't going to make much differ—
ence - and L'm feeling like a game of chess.n

Spock looked at hime 9Pulling rank, Cantain?®
Kirk smiled slightly., "I suppese I awn. But MeCoy advises rest, and I1il
rest belter over a game of chess than tessing and turning in bed with insommizn.?

"In that case... The senscrs can continue the search without me. Sevel is
fully capable of supervising it - indeed, he has been doing most of ithe super—
visory work. There seem to have been several other things taking up wmy atbtention
recently ¥
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Eirk began to lay out the chessmen. "¥eCov's cleared all the new engincar-
ing staff," he said, -

Spock raised an eyebrow. '"Interesting."

‘The buzzer sounded suddenly, frantically. The two men looked at each other
even as Kirk reached for the relesse,

The door slid open, and a Ubar almost fell into the room. The alien's ears
were alwmost flat along its skull, and the tail was held curied hard bhetwesn its
legs, 1t was almost sobbing. A second Ubar showed in the doorway aml paused
when it saw the Ceptain.

Wihnat'ts 211 thig®" Kirk densnded.

The second Ubar's tail drooped fractionally, then lifted again. “The lady
is being coquettish," he said easily.

Birk looked hard at the Ubar, then turned his attention to the walmpering
one that crouched on his floow, realiging who it must be, "The lady seemns to be
more than merely cogueitish," he said grimly. "From what I've heard, she is
unwilling, but being forced into compliance through fear. T think you've gone
too far this time, Drakic.?

“Captain, you have no right to interfere in the internal affalirs of wy
people.t  Yas there a touch of insolence in the voice? Tt wag always difficult
to say when every word had to be translated.

PRy coming here, ®Birbir has asked for my help," Kirk said firmly. “If you
have any guarrel with that - or with me - you can take it through Awbassador
Rrovral. 5o you vwant me tc call him?"

Drakk snarled and retreated. The door slid shut.

Kirk bent to the young Ubar. "It's all xright, Birbir," he said softly.
"He's gone. We can tell Rrovrzl, and he'll see to it that you aren't bothered
again.  He nodded to Spock, who activated the intercon.

“Hol? she gasped. "Hes.ooheeso?

farovreal is the best person to protect you,™ Kirk pointed out gently.

fhrakkess  Deakk is not afraid of Rrovral," she gasped,

Kirk glenced at Spock. "Cet Urura," Kirk ordered., Ie turned his attention
back to the terrified Ubar, stroking her back szs he would a frightened dog. "It's
all right,” he gaid softly. "You trust Thura, don't you? I've gent for her."

The guivering lessened fractionally, and she began to relax ever so slightly.
The sound of the buzzer made her stiffen again., Xirk nodded towards the door, and
Spock meved to open it. Uhura entered, and crossed straight to where Zirk
crouched heside the frightened Ubar girl.

MWnat happened, Brrbrr?" she asked softly. The young alien seemed unable
to reply; instead, she huried her head againgt Thura's shoulder.

"hrakk was following her," Xirk said guietly. "She buzzed on wy doox -
from desperaiion, I'm sure -~ T don't think she even knew whose cabin this ig. I
offered o get Rrovral, but she didn't want me to. Uhura - keep her with you.
Drakk can't do anything to her if she's always with someone else. liven i it
means taking her to the Bridge when you're on duty.”

Uhura nodded. "Yes, Captain.” She turned her full attention to Errhee
again., YWill we go to wy cabin, RBrrbrrT Ve can't talk girl talk with the
Captain around,”

Weg.® It was little more than a whisper.

Uhura kept an arm round her as they walked to the door. Kirk watched them
g6, a worried frown on his face.
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WWou'lve done gll you can, Jim," Spock said. "If the girl worn't sopeal to
her superior, there's nothing else you can do for her,?

Frknow,™ Hirk said slowly. "DBut why won't she appeal to Broveal, Swvock?
That's what 1T'd like to know.®
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MeCoy's ftest failed to come up with anything among the rest of the new crew
membews elther, He reported to Xirk, a discouraged droop to his shouvlders. YI've
never known the assoclation retrieval test to fail,™ he said gloomily. ‘ielre
not dealing with a normal personality disorder here, Jim.M

"Iz there anything 'mormal' about a personality disorder, Doctori® Spock
asked blandly,

The Toctor ignored him. "I'd say this boy seriously believes thalt what he
doeg is right because he does ity he isn't aware of being anti-social on any
level. ®o guilt resction. Vot even womentary doubt.” '

N

Doctor, are you trying to say that someons with encush of a personality
digorder not tc realise he is being aniti-social when he perpetrates such foclish
hehaviour would not show up as abnormal in your tests?" Spock was frowning.

i¥o, T'm not. The usual peych tesis would pick him up. This test is
designed to cateh the cones who are cunning encugh to pretend o be completely
normel ~ completely sane, if you like.” He shock his head. "Somehov this fellow
ig managing to cheatl both kinds of test.®

B owonder.  Doctor, T suggest you extend your testing to include all
personnel - not just the ones who are new on board."

“8pock, are you suggesting that the Jjoker isn't one of the new crewmen?®

“We have always admitted his cunning, Captain. Suppose he had been on the
ghip for scome time - we took on five new crewmen at Benecia three months agoe, and
another sight at Starbase 8 two weeks prior fto that. Did you test any of them,
Noctori ’

¥cCoy shook his head.

fpany one of them could have waited until he was 'long—established' on board
and a new group of newly-qualified perscmmel arrived in order to disguise his
trail, knowidgg that the newest men on board would be suspected first. This group
- twenty-seven, as you pointed out to me;, Doctor -~ is large; and in addition
includes twe sxtreme extrovertsz., Perfect camouflage, wouldn't you sayi®

Kirk and ¥eCoy looked at each other. "rone of those thirieen you mentioned
was newly qualified, ' Kirk said slowly. He indicated the viewer. #Pull their
records, Hpock, Lelt's have a look at them. Idon't usually dig too deeply into
a man's previous record - personallty clashes do occur, snd where it happens it's
eagy fTor s crewman to get a had name without entively deserving it. 1T sowmscne
has asked for & trensfer, I don't usually ask whyy 1if it's something as simple
ags wanting wider experisnce, the man usually makes no secret of it...%

Whieady, Ceptain,™ Spock sald. They began to play through the wreporia.

The First few were routine enough, and as report. followed report, Kick Dbegan
to think they were on another false trail., The tenth record, however, drew
thelr sttention instantly.

thester -~ Jonice. Lieutenant. Bngineering, Lexingten., Recowmmended fox
transfer and reassignuent to security, stardate 4580,0.°

¥irk let out a long breath. "Paydirt?" he asked.

icould be,® MeCoy agreed. "I wonder why she was recommended for resssizn~
mentyl

Wihe faet that she was," Spock commented, "without explanation, is definitely
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suspiclous. And such a person would have the technical knowledge...znd just
possibly a motive...for the incidents that have occcourred.”

T remember her,™ McCoy sald. "Very self-possessed - slwmost too selfe
possessed, come to think of it," he added. "No matter how fii{ they think they
are, mwost people are slightly nervous of routine physicals. She didn't turn &
hair.H

Tiood, " Kirk said. "He mentioned her at that meeting we had...znd he came
to me again after it and suggested again that she was toc capable to be wasted
in security. I told him she was too new on board to be looking for reasgignment
Just yety I didn't realise =~ how could I? - that she was sctually looking for
assignment back Yo her original speciality. I can't think why T didn!t think of
her as a possible suspect rather soonsr...”

e were all misled by thinking it was one of the new crewmen,® Snock
reminded him,

iven so,n
“Wood didnt't think of hev,Y McCoy pointed outb.

"Wood presumably liked her. He saw a lot of her, off-duty; I suspect he
was sleeping with her. UHe was always disposed to think well of somecne he liked,®

e, Baillie digcounted her also," Spock commented.

“As The joker - but did you really feel he thought highly of heryy Kirk asked.
Thelr eves wet, "Reckless...wasn't that the word he uged®™

Woung encugh to mistake recklessness for courage..." MeCoy said thoughtfully.,
"I knew at the time that something sounded wrong about that - unless what Baillie
sctually wmeent was 'immature encugh'. She's no chicken, Jim - she's nearly forty,
though she doesn't look a day clder than twenty-five.,?

fearly forty? An engineer that age recommended for transfer to security...
Hmmm,.,  Incompatenti®

“Could be, though why it wasn't marked on her record I don't know,® Feloy
said.

“Well, I'd better have a word with her." lie reached for the intercom,
Security - ib. Lester report to the Captain's gquarters immediately.® He flicked
off the switch,

co vas g brief delay before the expected buzz at the door. JiCome.t Kirk's
tene was delibervstely routbine.

The woman who entered did, ag MeCoy had said, look to be in her wid twentiess
and as Kirk had once noticed, she had a brititle besuty that the Captain judged
owed nothing to ariificial aids. This was not 2 woman to use her looks and
charm to in her any favours,

“Ite Tester, sip.n

hnve o seat, Lieuienant.¥ Kirk nodded to the chair in front of his desk.
she took it, glancing as she did at Spock and McCoy, seated as they were one on
each side of the Captain, then ghe ignored them completely.

-

"l tve been looking through crew records," Kirk went on conversationally.
Mt afraid it's one of those routine jobs that sometimes Fall behind a bit when
T'm busy, 80 ¥ hadn't had occasion to look at the records of the new crew -~ that
is, the ones who have come avoard in the last four months - until mow. T notice
you were originally in engincering?®

Bihatts right, sip.d

iy did oyou declde to transfer to security?™ He made 1t sound 2z perfectly
netursl query. Yotarfleet is always waniing good engineers.”

Ter Tace Tlushed and her lips set in a line that instantly destroyved all
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igh® have had to beauty, "I was denied the chance of prouwotion,t
harshly,

i“gurely a simple transfer...?? Spock sazid reasonably,

HT tried that,” she sald scornfully. YIut you men are all the same. Power
mads  You'lre all too Jealous of your positions as Captaing and Heasds of Depart-
ment So give a talented wowan a chance,™

wirk slared at her, honestly puzzled, "Uhura is Fead of Department,® he
reminded her,

"had how wany men go in for Communications? If you had a man in the departe
ment, would Thura siill be head of it

iThere's no reason why not. She's highly qualified.”

et there's no place in Command, or even as Chief ngineer, for a womsn.
Oh, the Ileet pays lip service to the equality of the sexes, but that's 21l it is
= 1lip service. Iven in Security ~ your Security Chief keeps me down all the
timel®

Kirk and ¥eCoy glanced at each other as she went on., "T'a good at my works
I alweys heve been. But every ship I've been on, the men at the top have prevented
me from gebting promoticn. Then that bastard Wesley used his positiocn to have me
declared unsuitable for engineering. Tmsuitable! I've been in engineering for
twenty years! TFut he dgnored all that... T knew more than his Chief ingineer
did, and that's a fact! Fut the male ranks always close when there are women
about, ‘esgley wouldn't hear a word against DePaul." IHer voice wag very bitter.
FIE Trd been born a man I'd have made Chief Wngineer ten vears agol®

“5o you wesent Commodore Weslay?" Kirlk asked.

“Dothint he was prejudiced against me because of my sex -~ gir.v There wag
anger 1n her voice.

"Was that why you played all those tricks on us, then -~ to ghow usg how much
you know about engineering?? ¥irk asked wildly.

She was too carried avay by her sense of rightful indignation to svot the

trap. "It certainly showed I know more than any of the menl" she snapped tiriumph-
antly. "It tock them long encugh each time to discover what wag wrong it

Flievtenant, didn't you stop to think that you were endangering the inter-—
prise ~ znd yvourselfl with her?V ¥irk asked.

ier jow dropped. Kirk went on. ™The transporter, now - on the face of it,
vou merely deprived everyone of a much~needed bresk. Put what if an emergency
hod axisen, thet required the use of the transporter? As for the navigational
console - 1t wag your interfervence with it that caused the gap in our vecords
that mesns we are hopelessly lost. As for the ball-bearings in the corridor and
the 0il on the ladder - ¢

“Lodontt know what you're falking about - sir,” she interyupted.

Bhhat 4o yvou mean, you don't know?w

FT oadmit te causing the malfunctions in the transporter and navigational
console - ng others. PBut T know nothing about ball-bearings in the copridor

or oil on any ladder." She drev a deep breath. "jut that's typical, of course -
you'll make it sound like 2 hysterical woman playing childish tricks,®

“ldeutenant,t Spock said quietly. ™You are telling us you know nothing
aboutl these two incidentst?

“Youtre dammed right T aml®

The three men looked at each other, Then Kirk said quietly, “ioctor
HMlss Lester tested ~ a full psycholosgical scan. Considering

would like <
apparent beliel that all men are out to 'gel' her, I suggest that you ask urse
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Chapel to do the actual testing so that she can be assured of a fair tesh,

“Yes, Captain.” veCoy nodded to Lester. "If you will accompany me,
Lleutenant...”

Y1 refusel  This is a blatant denial of wy rights -

‘Hiss Lester, eilther yow accompany Dr. McCoy peacefully, or you go under
arrest,” Kivk cut in icily. "Contrary to your apparent expectations, I would
prefer not to have to throw the book at you ~ but if you force me to it, T will.,®

she glared at him, then rose with an air of offended dignity and marched
out, ¥McCoy following her. As the door swished shut, Kirk turned to look at the
Vulcan,

They had found one practical joker. It seemed that there was ancther one
gtill to be identified.
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fne expected radio call came, and Kirk, accompanied by Spock and a security
contingent, besmed down to talk with the representatives of the various nations
of the planet. Keowen, as the man they had first contacted, was also present,

It was a meeting fairly typical of wany that Kirk had atiended over the
years; a8 always, some of the representatives were in favour of allying then-
selves with the newcomers while others, more suspicious cor mere cyniesl, held
back. ¥%irk answered questions with the ease of practice. Xeowen pointed cut
that thelr first centact had been to help a small group of men trapped in a
cave; surely, he sald, not the action of a would-be conguercor.

One seli-lmportant-sounding divlomat answered that he thought it perfectly
posgible fox potential conguerors to come in the guise of helpers, and cited a
case from history, which Keowen promptly parried by pointing out that it was
frem history so ancient that it was practically a myth.

“We don't need an answer yet, gentlemen," Xirk told them. "'m herc meraly
to advise you of the existence of our Federation...to which we may never got
back, unless our navigational department is more fortunate than it has been so
far.® JHe smiled wryly., "Indeed, it may be that we will be the ones seciting your
help in the long runy for if we cannot find ocur way home, we will have no
option but to wake our homes, our base, here.n

It was finally decided that a delegation should bhe selected to return to
Federation space with the Imterprise should they be successful in determining
their position, to discuss the possibility of their world Joining the Federatiocn.
The last doubters finally gave way when Kirk pointed cut that therec was in the
galaxy at least one race thal was a conqueror. "I realise," he adnitted with
disarming cendour, "that any representatives of the Klingon Empire would also
claim thet we are aggressors. However, it is a firm rule of the Federation that
all member planets retain their own laws, which all member planets must respect.
The Klingons give overrun planets their laws which must be cheyed on pain of
death., This is not hearsay, gentlemen: T was unforiunate enough to be on 2
planet that was atitacked by the Klingons, and for o brief period overrun by thems
I know their methods from experience. Fowever, if a planet iy allizd to the
Pederation, it is -protected by the Federation.?
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they returned to the Enterprise reasonably well satisfied with the neetliog,
to find ¥eloy resdy with the report on Tt. Legter,

“Potally unstable,” he said bluntly. "I don't say she always was -
initial Testing must have been within acceptable limits - but something has
pushed her into the edges of insanity. She is paranoid about sexual discrime
inationy feels that any criticism of her dis occassioned by her sex rather than
her performanca, that any criticism of her performance is because she's a woman
= that a mon who did the same thing would be praisedess T would doubt that she
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ever had ithe capacity for command of any description, though she might have made
a good second in engineering,”

Srecommendatlion?®
trigdical discharge - and she won't like it."

She'll clgim we got rid of her because she's a competent woman and ourx
delicate egos couldn't take the competition?¥

"Sowmething like that.?

Kivk shruggods "It can't be helped. She's a danger to herself, guite
apart from any ship shets on now.,"

tind Jim - she keeps on and on thait she wasn't responsible for any bali-
bearings or 0il lying anywhers."

¥ivk nodded, "I tend to believe her. She was too proud of the technical
tricks, of having kept us guessing for so long. Althcugh it does wmean thet
we've another practical joker fto idenitify.®

Wiiell, Tt've cleared most of the new personnel now. It won't take long to
check out the rest," Mceloy offered.

HTe 1t possible...¥ Spock began, then, uncharacteristicall hesitated.
s s Vs

“ho on, Brst Officer." Kirk knew that Spock was cccasicnally still
diffident about his new position,

"Ts it possible that neilther of these were !'Jokes', but genuine accidentsy
that the person responsible took fright when he realised what had happened with
the ball bearings and swept them up to cover his mistakes that the person
responsible for the cil = not necessarily the same person - did not realisge that
he had dripued oil on the laddex??

iYes, " Kirk saild slowly. "MeCoy sugzgested that too. It's possible..,we
could he veing varanoid about practical Joking becauge of the circumstances.
somehow I don't think so." e rubbed the back of his neck reflectively. Home-
thing gays to me it'e all deliberate.®
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Tivk walked onto the bridge and looked round thoughtfully., Fveryone gtill
lookod a"03f, ag if orbiting an unkoown but civilised planet was the most exclf-
ng duty they had undertaken in months, and he logged a mental commendation to
ihem all. Uhmra appesred to be explaining the communications console bo Bivbrr,
and he nedded approvinglys pleased that the young Ubar, in spite of her...shy-
ness’? nervousness? wag ~ even as a resuli of her fear of the uapleasant rakk -

coming out of her ghell., % could he -~ 1% probably was - a wish to cling %o

the vaan ”emalg who seeined o he protecting her, but if as a vesult she leamned
even a little aboud communications, it wounld give her a qecond sourse of enploy-
ment. As he uﬂfﬂ@d to the command chalr, Brrbrr secemed to he asking 2 Gues tiorn,

wirk mat, saving, YReport, Vr. Sulu.®
Hinverything routine, sir.”

¥irk had expected nothing else. He would, he decided, remain here for g
while - show the crew that he was willing to participate in the boredowm of such
o routine watch, even though they knew perfectly well that he asked nothing of
then that he was not willing to do himself - then zo and see how VeCoy was getb-
ing on with hig ftests of the remaining recent arrivals on boaxd.

Haptainl®
Wag, Licubenant?' ¥irk swung round to Uhura.
Captain, Rrrbrr says she knows the way howe - at least, back to Ubarw,*®

Sfhn s




ighe's go junior that nobody, even her own seniors, thought to tz2ll her that
the ship was lost. She thought we were here deliberately. T mentioned ithe

-

provlem to her just now, and — go on, Brrbrr, tell Captain Kirk.®

ut the young Ubar shrank back, esrs flattened nervously.

#irk scwatched the back of hig neck., He knew how to cope with nervous

dogs - as 2 DOy, he had rescued a stray that had clearly been badly wmistreated
by its owner and had been terrified of everyone who came near it, acd he had won
its confidence, not easily but relatively guickly, though it had remained
nervous of girangers all its life. This, however, was not a dog but an intell-
igent being, even though she so resembled the canines from which her people were
descended. She would certainly resent being treated like a dog - Just as much
a8 he would resent being treated as an ane by another intelligent species.

Uhure, it seemed, recognised the problems she shrugged as if to say, 'well,
I tried', and said, “Some Ubarrak have retained sn instinctive homing! aware-
nessy;  the females rather more acutely than the males. Cn Ubary, the ability is
congldered of little use, even atavistic, Brrbrr has it %o a considerable degree
~ which is another resson why she ig s0...nervous. She says she knows exactly
where Ubzrr is in relstion to this solar system,"

“Where ds 1ty Birbir?® Xirk asked, trying to speak gently but with his
amxiety to konow - hig need to know - clear in his voice. Te was alieady thinking
how useful this ability would be on a scoutship - they didn't get lost often,
but pavigational failure wasn't unknown on the small craft. If could be as uge—
ful as the known navigational skills of the Medusans, ..

Bhe Looked to Ubura for guidance, and the Tuman woman nodded encouragement,
"Yes, Brrbrr, Tell the Captain.t
H &

Fihat vy, ghe whispered, and pointed,

Kirk asked,
B24% wmark 7,% Sulu replied after the briefest of PEUSeR.

Fipyik rose, Thonk you, Birbir," he said. [ven if she was Wrong, 1t was
worth trying r. Sulu, you have the comn., I'1]l be in the sclence depariment
if I'm wanted.w

e gtrode out.

Bpock 1ifted hig head from the schematic he wag studying as Klik entered,
and rogse. Weg, Capbain.® '

Sopock - you told me vou had & set of readings that looked promising. what
heading was 1t again®®

H2AD wm

ke 3,0
“Abe fixblr hit the jackpot.®

FJackpott Spock asked, puzzled.

e

Wi inned, "Apparently sowe of the Ubarrak have s sort of hiowing
ingtinet. Uhura just discovered Birbir hag it - apparently nobody had thought
to tell her we were lost ~ and Rirbir's indicated direction is 24% wark 7 for
Ubare.©

flfave you checked with Hroveal for the reliability of Brrbre's...instinct?s

Hlioy mainly because apparently it's sort of frownel on to have This ability
-~ not guite civilised, I suspect Birbir has kejt knowledge of her ability to
hersel? shets only told Ulmye because Uhura is ancther female and gympathetic,
She wouldn't open her mouth to me at first - Thura had to coax her like anything,
Put 1% s ith 2 direction that you thought wae promising. T think it'e
worth chance. After all, we lnow we can get back here - and if it is




vreng, we'll be no worse off than we are now. If anything we'll be botLLP of f,
becange we'lll know which direction it isn't.® ¥Fe strvetched, unkinkins v
wormgeles.  YI'd better centact the planet, snd let them know welll bhe

Kagial

of £ in & promising dirvection az goon a8 possible,d

After a slight initial shock at the sight of the Ubarrak, the delegation
from #thara settled in quickly. They were interested in everything they saw,
which reinforced Xirk's belief that they had been more than ready for contact.
Yot Ep;yp} politiciang at gll, he mused as he strode along the corrider after
depositing The last of Them at their quarters. It was lucky that the Tbarrak
contingent had taken up only some of the guest cabins., It wouldn't be.the first
time one or more of the senior officers had had to give up his = or her = cabin
to visiting dignitaries, but ¥irk thoroughly disliked having to ask it. An
officex's quanters were his howe, and territorial instinc%, even amonsz the foot-
loose personnel of Starfleet, was still guite strong.

ke he passed a Jeffries tube, he stumbleds; scnething fell from the tube and
struck him heavily. Already off balance, he staggered, bounced off the corridor

SE

wall snd ianded on the floor. FHe lay motjonles“.

ET YY)
v

R O s

5,
Tt

"

Blie still, FceCoy said steimly.

L., e

2ut nothing. Tither you lie still when you're teld or I put you under

restraint.,. “ow which is it to bey?

¥irk subsided, rather less reluctantly than he was trying to pretend. ¥Hig
head was aching where it had been struck, pounding steadily with a headache of
massive proportions in addition, he felt sick, and in truth was not altogether
gorry to be ordered to lie still, even though pride forced him to claim to be
feeling hetter than he did.

“inatts better,’ McCoy said approvingly.

Hihat ha pnened?“ spock, In spite of his concern for his friend, was wather
more inclined than the doctor who had known ¥irk for longer to take the Captain
at hig word concerning his state of health - and az Pirst Gfficer, felt it hig
duty to find out anyway.

T'm not sure. T stumbled - I'w sure T tripped - something fell down the
Jeffries tube and hit me, T was knocked off-bzlance against the wall...that's
all I remember.!

frowned. "Capiain, after ¥r., Keowen found you, T was the firvst person
to reach the geepe. I saw nothing that could have hit you lying on the floor...Y
Eig voice tailed off at the exvression on Kirk's face. "You are thinkins of the
ball-besrings 74

“Somecne sweplt them up...H™

“Jim, a man'd bave to be totally ruthless %o play a !'joke' on someone then
Just leave him lying unconscious - especially in a pool of blcod.®

A opool ~ Dones culre not sericus!l™ Kirk looked rather startled.
¥ ¥

BT am.  You were quite literaily lying in a pool of blood. It!'s not too
serious 2 gash, but 2 head wound always bleeds heavily and loqk‘lmuch WOESE
than it actually is, though 1t needs someone with some knowledge of first aild
to Le aware of that. Your average man in the street tends to panic at the sight
of that much blood =~ and so does your aversge man on a starship. ¥eowen didn't
because as a police chiefy he does Y¥now gomething about first ald,® Foloy
studied Wirk intently. "Are you guite sure ithat something hit yous®

HPowitives. Spock ~ did you think to check the corridor - remembering what
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hag happened in the pasgten

"Hot as such, Capltain, but I locked carefully at the scene. 7There wag
nothing there but Mr., Keowen, yourself, and — as Dr. MeCoy so dramatically
puts it ~ 2 ool of your blood.w

“Well, you're not to worry about it wight now," MeCoy put in, #You have
concugsion and you need sleep. Pehave and T'11 let you away to your guarters
in the morning. Worry about it and youtll stay here for the next weelk,

““onos, how can I help but worry about i1t? Something definitely hit me =
and since there was nothing lying around, and Lester - [ sssume - igs under suard
~ 1t hears all the marks of a deliberate attack, possibly even attempted wurder,
by a person -~ or persons ~ -unknown."

: ¥eCoy locked startled. "Surely not. Who on board would want to
murder you?h

Mhe proposed victim didn'+t have to be me," Kirk pointed out,

"ho else would you suggest?" lMeCoy asked gloonily, aware that until Rirk
had talked himself out no thrests would serve to guieten him,

Shmbassador Sgrral was murdered,” Spock reminded him.

Kirk looked sharply at his Pirst Officer. "Are you suggesting that the
person whe killed Sigral is trying to murder me?" he asked.

"o, Ceptaing  but that corridor leads only to the guest cabins, The
preposed victim could have been another Ubar - I doubt it would have been one
of the ¥thavan who are new on board. You just happened to pass along bhefdre

the planned victim, and fell inte the trap -~ and of course the culpwlh tidied
away the evidence then left you to be found by someone else.?

Rirk considered for a wmoment, as fully as he could concentrate for +he
steady thumpinzg inside his head, struggling to think straight. Y1 think I like
that hypothesis even less,” he gaild unhappily. FWhat would it have dome %o
potential welations. if it had been ar Ftheran . atitacked, left lying’ Cen you
imagine what we'd say? 'I'm sorry, gir, we think it was a2 mistake, the attacker
meant to kill gomeone else'? Tle yawned, suddenly very sleepy. "Bad enough that
Keowen found wme.., What did you tell him?w

Spock and HMeCoy looked at each other., "Wr. Keowen is of the poiice, Jim,®
Spock sald. "He knew immediately that vou had been attacked... We tried 4o
leave him with the impression that i% was probably a practical joke gone wrong -
having explained to him that we had been bothered by a joker during the trip."
He hesitated, *I am not sure how far Mr. Keowen believed me; but he pretended
to be convinced. He also knows the value of discretion; he will not speak of
it te hig compatriots, I am sure.®

Kirk grunted, his eyes already closed. Spock wailted untilhe was sure Kirk
vas slesping before he asked softly, "Just how bad is he, Doctor?h

ficCoy drew a deep brenth. "His skull is fractured. As it stands, it's nct
gerious, but ii he was to be siruck again at the seme point...”

They locked at each other. "Spock - you don't think sowmeone is twying to
kill the Captainn

bpock frowned slightly. 9L don't know. It seems likely that if the Capiain
is not the intended victim, then it must be one of the Ubarrak..beaving in mind
the death of the Ubar Awbasszdor.h

U1 could uvnderstand Sigral's killer frying to kill another higheranidng
Ubaxr,™ #ceCoy sald impatiently. "4 low-ranking one wanting a step up...alihough
with another of the Ubarrak dead, it narrows the list of suspects quite o lob.
But why should he want to kill Jim?®

“homeone hiding in the Jeffries tube would not know it was the Capiain




approaching vather than his intended vicbtim,® Snock sald slowly. iwen bhe gounded
unconvinced.

Hgome oFff it, Speock!l Itve never heard anyone walking along these corvidors
as quietly as the Tharrak do., TFhe Humans are all much noisiers you cawm hear
them coming o wile away. Vobody could mistake Jim's steps for a Ubarfs.®

Thelr eyes met again. Yhen we are forced to conciude that the attacker did
indeed want to harm the Captein,” Spock =aid deliberately.

woloy looked thoughtful. "The only Ubar Jim has clashed with is Deakl,® he
gaid slowly. And no sane person is going To kill somebody else whose sole
offencae ig Lo interfere in his,..porstit...of & female,...”

Bio gane Human, perhaps. We do not know Ubsrr worality. Besides...from
what Tiuras was able to discover from Brrbrr, Drakk was virtvwally raping hen,
uging her fear of him to...persuade..her to ~ er - co-operate, Would such =2
being be completely sane?”

ST odontt dnow. Tike you said, different races have different woralitiez...!

would argue that o Tbar capable of such behavirou wes not regarded as totally
sale.’

Wes, but al the same time, he wasn't prevared to do anything unless the
glrl herself complained.™

iNuy evidence against Drakk wasg...very much hesrsazy. We had no proof other
than vhat Urhurs said Brrbrr had told her," His frown deepened. ¥I1 think I wust
have a few words with Brrbrr,” he sald slowly.

ST you can geb her fo speak to you at all," McCoy said gloomily. “She
sgems to be verrified of all males, of whatever speciesg.”
]

“Pprovided Miss Thura is present, T think it might bhe possible to talk to
] &
her,¥ Hpock saild confidently. He strede out.

Mooy sighed and turmed his attention back to his patient, At least Rizxk
vag resting confortably...

SN LA AL AL A
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‘cund the young Ubar on the bridge, still keeping close to Uhura.

2

moock
He could lv wonder zt the pstience shown by the (ommunications @ Qificer -
sympabiietic she might be, but ¥rrbre's presence must be getting in her way:

Spock knew how intently. Uhura worked, and Drrbrr wust be a distraction.

thurs suniled up ot Spock with her usuwel friendly greeting, bubt Rerboo
shrank close %o hey Muman protector. Opock ignored her asg he would a oervous

animal, weiting for her to relax. e discussed ship's business with T for
gome s, wnoebtirasively watching the Tbar as he did so. lsced with this

uvndenzn
is your g

aitustion, she was slowly relaxing. #Finally he said lightly, iow
entice getting on, Miss Thura?h

Thura suiled, "Brrbrr? I just wish T'd understood a comm. board ns eesily
a8 she doeg. "he Ubay life span makes it difficult to assess just how long a2
Thar world need at the Academy %o assimilate the full course, but I'd cexrtainly
recomaend vrrbry eny day il they do decide to admnit Ubarrak to Sterflect

s 6
) 2Te

9T mee no reason why they should not,® 8pock said. YProvided the sk
do become full wmembers of the Federation.® The short life span would nrovide
difficulties, though, he silently agreed. There were two or three races in the
TPederation who were forever barred from menmbership of Starflest, through no
failing of their own but rather because of some physiological or psychological
condition of the vace., But for the moment, the idea might just encourase Hrrbri,
sive her some much-needed self-confidence. He turned to the Ubar, Flo you
think oy of your compatriots would be interested in the opportunity to join
dlss Brrbryth




vhispered, her ears flattened in embarragsment at beinz noticed
by so imporiant 2 personage as one of the crew who wore two unbroken bhands on
his ayo,

“rut oot your present companions, I suppose. They awve all diplomats, of
their own choice, are bthey not#n

“Yes. T.euD am here only because I have o gift for languages. I did not
e a diplomatic secretary.d

anced at Spock with some respect, She had managed to worm gome
ut of Brrbrr, but Spock, with almost no effort, had, it seenecd, won
2Eta brust,

the Uba

Pihat did you went to be¥" Spock asked. He sounded genuinely intersszted,
thura decided, and wondered whether in fact Vulcans were telbter actors than
fumang had slways thought ~ Vulcan had no tradition of drama — or if he really
wes interested; and if he was, it gignified a considerable change in hi
attitudes since he had fivet come aboard. It had never heen openly stale
the grepevine had buzzed with the rumour that the Vulcan woman killed in the
voleanic activity on Zaynol had been opock's wife, He had behaved as if ghe
never existed, with sti €F formality and an apparently total lack of understanding
of emotional reactions...and she herself had known that runour to be fact, fon
she hed become friendly with the other Vulcan wives who had travelled with them
for so long, and had leammed 2 lot, not Just from what was said but alsgo From
mueh that was not said.

hui

Lo
pa
A

STowas not sure. Yow I know. T...would like to be a Communications
Officer,n

“A dot would depend on how the talks hetween your people and ours go - but
the word of any officer in ®his orew carries a lot of welght, and if g8 Uhura,
is satisfisd that you have a talent for the work, we'll spesk that word, I'm

sure thet some cowpromise can be reached over your shorter life span.s

1l
il

Fihank youl.lt Her ears flattened again, bulb her tall had l1ifted ever o
slightly.

frowever ~ Y 8pock went on, more sternly now. YAs 5 Startlect officer, you
would occasionally have to perform duties that were, . unpleasgsnt.  Would you be
prepared to do that?w

“ltesedt would be my duby, would it not?" she asked RETVOUIALY .,

rbrrs you can begin now, if vou would,?

she whispered. Her taill drooped again,

“You can tell us about Draklk. Tell us, and tell Ambassador Trovis:

She Jooked at him, terror in her eves. "hrakk is not afraid of COVERd
she sald a8 she had done in Kirk's cabin.

not...but perhaps it is time he learned to be. Was Drekk ofraid

drew baclk. *T think perhans he was..Ogrral wvas older, vexny

have been promoted even to Advisor for st least a year in
never beyond that. Sgrral's death...cince " Vrral also
died. . hes given us all vesponsibility we are not ready fox.v

was poisonaed...did you kmow that?®

“Polsonedy Mo..l®

Spoclk grunted. "Another case of the mogt nlor members of tha Uhars
group not being told anything, for Ambassador Rrovrisl certainly lknew,% ¥
speaking

Lo Uhura.

Vs
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Almost, it seemed, Brrbrr took a decp breath, "hrakk...has vreey in his
cabin,®

BAITRM Y

:

A Tast and peinless poiscon given to end the suffering of the inecurably 111,
It iseesnot laviul for any but a Fealer to possess it,

Spocx's eyes wet Uhura's for a brief instant of nesretruimph, SYou are
quite sure, Drrbrr?’ he asked encouragingly.

Yes. ‘the bottle ig urmistakeable., T knows wy mother's sister was ziven
it shortly before T left Ubzrr

“hoes Drakll know you know?" Spock asked anxiously.

o, T was afraide.. I saw 1%, but he didntt know T recognised it for
vrax ~ even if he realised I saw it,¥

Sy dida't you tell anyone?" Uhura asked. "You knew Drakk shouldntt have
it,®

owas efraids 1 oam still afraid. Bot if T am to enter your Starflect,
I mugt speak.v
s smbition can cconp_ﬂah Spock thought. lewly-learned, it was
stillvh - help the young Uber overcome her tewror. He only hoped that

rf3ec mouid accept the Ubarrak for training...but the newly-discovered

nomlng ingtinct possessed by some of the femsles would be of congiderable value,
gven thovgh the Ubarrak did not specialise in navigations, Tt also wade the
females potentially of wore value to Starfleet than the males...which wight helo
encourage o speeding up of the equality of the sexes, which, on Ubavr, seemed to
be badly

kois evil,” Drrhrr said with surprising firvmness. e told me his mate
lad he had chosen to leave her behind... Ubar mates are...very ovossesge

haw Fo female would be glad te be left behind by her wate que
good reason to fear hiwm...and vhatever her reasons for Fos i
o0 would fesr Lo speak out.”

would he
ive of
he hzd g
him, she

“ihetts how bullies alvays win,” UVhura said angrily.

inrbre o~ did Prakk hate Captain Mirk?® Spock asked.

ears drew back again. “Drakk hates everyone superior to him,

And buillies everyone helow him in ranlk?v

i

Yen. s

Soock's lips drew together. "Whura, call vour relief. Wae - the thres of usg

- BT to see Awmbassador Rrovial. I fthink it's time he was broushi into
this discussion.y

o

ehrets tail curled between her legs again. Yiow, Rrrber, the Aubassador
won't bite you," Uhura sald encouragingly.

£ Ly
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Les Brerbrr, you have already proved yourself te be of wuch valus o the
Pederstion - alone among your party, you have given us valusble helwn. You have
no need to Teel diffident in the vpresence of a superior.®

e younz Uhar's talil 1ifted slightly at Spock's words. iihwra hastened to
stress the point. "Hr. Spock's right, Brrbrr. Nebody else on the shin hed
any iden which way to go to get home. Your ability to tell us is really valuable
to us. Ch, you'll have to carry out your duty to Ubarr by taking part in the
digcuasions as Ubarr interpreter, but alter that'es done you don't need to zo back
to Ubarn AL you don't want to. I'm positive that we'll get you into the -
Academy. ‘he first Ubar to get into Starfleet Acadewny, Brrbrr; and a feanle,
too. You ecsn be proud of youwrself.!
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The tail 1ifted, hesitantly, a fracticn more. #*That's better!® Thura
encouragzed. '

ST will cowme, she whispered. YBut Drakk...still has the vrax,. .-

4T think we can do something about that,®™ Uhurs ssid cheerfully when it
became ohvicus that Spock, having accomplished what he set out to do, had withe
drawn from the conversation again, leaving it to her to continue reagsuring the
Ubar girl. @he could sense it was the right thing to do, toos Brrbrr was Tar
more velared in female company than she ever was with a mele around, end Uhura
found herself wondering just how thoroughly Drrbrr had been brainwashed into +he
idea off wmale superiority despite the five-year-uld legislation that gave the
veginnings of female emancipation on her planet. Tegislation did not always
accomplish vhat 1t set out to dog parentsl attitudes had a lot to do with the
formation of responses to certain situations - and Thura more than suanected a
very doninant father and a positively cowed mother,

Uhura, called her relief, and when Palmer arrived, the three set off Ffor the
Ambasgsadon's cabin. They found Rrovral studying the deceased Sgrralls paperss
he looked up elmost with relief, as if he found hig task somewhat beyend him,

fe looked from one to the other of his visitors, recognising the officers
by virtue of the pointed ears and the colour of their skin. "Yes, Mor. Spock?
What can I do for youw?i

Uhure's 1lips tightened slightly. This was the sort of attitude that Brrbrr
had had to put uvp with all her lifes the immediate sssumpbion by a wale tho
any mixed company, only the males would have anything of importance Lo say
of respect Tow Spock, however, she controlled her tongue,

Spock, however, had no intention of pandering to Ubar chauvanism. Mot for
me, Ambassadors rather for youwr secretary Rrrbrr,©

An ear fiicked, and Rrovral turned fo the young girl. "Yeswi is tone,
while not discouraging, was not encouraging either, and Brrbrr glanced 2% Uhura
for guldance. The Human smiled encouragement. "Go on, Brrbrr."

BT s heakly Ambassador. e has veax.®

Rrovial stiffened. "thaet is a very sevious charge. Are you sure of your
factegty

“Tes, Awbassador.'  Resolutely, she kept her tail 2t its new level, knowing
thet Rrovrel had noticed it, afwaid of his reaction, but anxicus to maintsin the
new gelf-respect that Spock and Thura had given her. "Since we came ahoaxrd, he
hag heen...forciog me to spend many of wy off-duty hours in his bed. Paually he
came to my cabin, but once or twice he called me to his. I saw the vrax hotile
there. Hed.omight have been using it to hold something else, of course...hut
they told we Asbassador Sgrral was poisoned...”

Hroveslls ears flatitened in what Spock had bome 4o sugpect weg bthe Ubar
equivelent of o frown. %1 think I must speak Ho Drakk,®

thmbassador, might T suggest that you do not see Prakk alone. You need his
accugar, wiltnegaes...and a security debzil in case he becomes vialent,” Hpock
SB..id.o

frovral locked st him, ""You are right... T am unaceustomed 4o thig WOl
Vr. Spock. I had expected 1o serve as a Chief Secretary for at least snotvher
year bherfore being promoted to Adviser, and then to serve for some vears in that
capacity befowe being even considered for an Ambassadorship. Put even for
Sgrral this situation would have been most difficult. It is...unprecedentid.
I cannot wemember ever hearing of & Ubar being accused of killing sncther,
deliberately. Cnly a Hepler kills...and ther only the incurably ill...o

et your people must have had...warrior ancestors, just as wmine did,®
Spock sald., “We established the digcipline of logic, and overcame out vialent
instincts - yet even now, from time to time, z Vulcan loses control and kills..,
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it has been established that such behaviour is the result of genes, vecessive in
everyone else, being, through some chance, dominant. TDrakk could be one such asg
this -~ a throwvack to an sarlier, more viclent, period of your evelutinn,:

Hrevsy

's ears twitched, "It is pessible, though T have never heard of
anything like it before,v

LR T R

1

Dralk gat in hig cabin, thinking, his wmind far Crom the papers in front of
e knew now that he had not succeeded in killing the intexrfering Cavtain -
there would have heen uproar threughout the ghip if the Captain had been dead -
and heg wvondered how he could possibly get to the Humen with a leths) dose of vrax.

de bed hated Kirk on sight, just as he had hated sgrral; he had sensed that
with the Zuman Ceptain oul of the way as well as his own superior, he would find
1t easier to wanipulate events to suit himself., Ye had been guite surnrised
thet ne ham at 2ll had come to the Humen after he had littered the cowrridow
with the 1little metal balls he had so conveniently found just before he knew the

Jumen wes about Yo pass along it. . The Human had been uncongcious, after all -
end a Uhar iknocked unconscious like thot freguently did not recover.

e oil he had carefully left on the rungs of the ladder :from the bridge -
he was still surprised that, although the plan had worked, it had killed the
wrong #man. e had seen Firk using the ladder once, and had assumed - ‘wrongly,
1t seemed - that 1t was reserved for the Capitain's use.

But he had been cerbain that he had succesded when he saw the blood pouring
from the head wound inflicted when he had so cunningly arranged & tripwire just
beside the tube he could hide in. The weight he had drovped was congliderable,
toos he had only just menaged to 1if% it, and he was strong. The accursed
Humen wist have o head made of mixan!

As Tor the [uman female who bad encourased that ugb-arousing little junior
to refuse hig aitentions..., She should have heen honoured that he deigned %o
desirve herl Fhough her unwillingness had certainly added spice, he adnithted.
Yhen he was Aubzssador, he must certainly meke & point of including in hi
retinue several very young and totally submissive Juniocrs.

Yhet should he do about the Fumen female? e hesitated. Confident though
he was that nobody susvectied him, he s%ill retained enough ganity to waenl
that too wany deaths, even apparently natural ones, would arouse somebody 'g
suspicions. Mot that anyone would be dominant enough, with Sgryal and the
Captain dead, to control. That wesk fool Rrovral was not vet dominant o
for his newly-scquired positiong the Human's immediate underling was als
killed ingtead of the Captzin., In a way, Drakk regretted thaty he had found it
eagy to wmanipulate the Muman Wood into believing everything he, Draklk, said,
Bowever, none of the other fumans couldihave the seniorvity to he a dominand
Captain in place of Wirk...

ige

bt be ag well to ignere the female. After all, although ths
Journey was not yet ended and by lesving his mate behind he had deprived himgelf
of his ceptive bhedwate, he was beginuing to tire glightly of the litile junicr.
lier constent vhining was an iveitant in the long mn, satisfying thousgh it had
been lo staxt with. Rt once there were no dominant leaders on the shin, he
could force the junior back into his bed, and make her pay for her resigbance,
too.

How to get to the Human.,.. He thought over his agduaintances smong the
Humans, wondering which, i1f any, of them he could coerce into unwitting aid,
Reluctantly, he wag forced to reject them gll,

Wood wag dead; TLester, Wood's bedmate, had vanished: Zmude vas o Tool,

wno uttered the howling that Humsns called 'laughber! over the most meaningless
bt of them too short to say anythingy Schumacher was only

i

o)

of anecdotes, mog
interested in trying to get into Cerbah's bed - Cerbah? ow he wag s wossibility...
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o guickly seen that in Cerbah he aight have a soul-mate, for Cerbah too
ﬂted only in himzself ~ though he was 2 fool if he ignored Schumscher's
tion, as Drakk tqouﬁnt he had. Divaz was useless.

balless Now how could he persuade the Tumen to do hig bidding, and at the
same se ensure that if suspicilon that the Captain's death was anjthlng hut
accidental should srise, Cerbah, not he, would be blamed...and not think o
counter~charse Nrakk,

flo. here did not seem to be any way...

Just how secure was the medicsl facility on the ship, anyway? fig tail
drooped slightly as he decided that the Captain would he well watched,

vags 80 deep in his own thoughts that he jumped violently when the doowr
w151 open without any warning. e rose gquickly, tuming tc face the doow,
ready to react with anger st the intrusion.

<

Hroviall Behind him the submissive 1ittle Junior..her taill as erect as
Irakkts ownl ngher than any uvnmated female's had the right to bel wWith them,
the pointed-eared alien and the broWn-coloured interfering female - proctically
the only two of the crew he could identify by sight rathexr than swmell, There s
were two red-shivbed males behind them.

“Ambassadort® he asked, adroitly magking both his anger and his contemph for
the undominent wale who was now Ambassador.

st instend of speaking to him, the Amboassedor turned +to the young fennle,
FBrebr = the socusation is yours,®

she stepped forward. WHe read nervousness in her gscent, but she spoke firmly

iy L oaccuse you of misusing your position, by forcing wme %o submit
couge you of the unlawful pog ession of vrax., I cccuse you of the

HBgreal, o healthy Tbar who did not consent to his own denth.s

to vou. I”a
killing of

e stered at her, kis mind working furiously. Spock stepped Forward. ‘e
urther sccuse you of atitacking our Coptain and attempbing to secure his desth,®

Tl

Preiorr walked past him to the locker by his bed and opened it. L8 move
¥ ks

to stop her wos halted by the alien Spock, who grasved his zmm in o bold thnt

rendered him lmsobile in spite of the strength Twakk was so prouvd of. ‘he ol
reached and lified the hottle of vrax.
UToedeit o possessing o vrax bottle, Deskk said, "My father is o Heoler,

ond. has many empby bottles., T borrowed one to hold o supply of a tonic I
occasionally need during this jeurney,™

Spock took the bottle from Brrbrr with his free hand., Tn thot Cosey you
will not object to swallowing some of Lt90

{n that moment, Drakk knew he had miscaleulated. Tominance : among the nliens
ves decided by something other then age ong m"turlty...pe?hﬂp% ruthlesmmess:
Spock wos tetally dowinant even although he held o subardinate poaition.

expression on the face of the female Uhura wos as unrglertlnw“ she tow, Fewnle
though  she wos...and the twe red-shiried males with the single strine on their

i
sleeves - even thay...oven Brrbre, by some alchemy he could not unders tand, could
now ouvface bimg  and Rroviel, in the company of these aliens, had on suthority

he hod previcusly lacked.

o

ntoneosusly
Jeoth wog

ey knew 1t all, had failed., Uds mind rehearsed almost insd
the penaliti for the crimes he had committed, and he knew that guick
preferable, He weached for the bottle. “Very well," he said.

wet Bpock pulled it owsy from him.  No, Nrekk,” he said gsoftly. you will
not escope go easily. Ye can easily prove what is in this botbtle.,.but we will
not pernil you to suicide, ns T gee is in your mind. CGuards!s

Yhe two security guards moved forward, %o itake up positions one on ench side
of the noweterrified Drakl.
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ifake bim to the brig...and see thai he is well guarded.”
fhye, smiv.t ‘

_ Beaki stiffened his shoulders as he was marched away; his teil, drooping
digpiritedly, showed hig action for the bravado that it was.

Spock handed the bottle to Rrovral. "ill you take charge of this,
Anbagssdorty

Bwovral held 1t as if it might explode at any second. "T... Nr. Spock,
even for someone as senlor as mn fobogsador, it is unlawful for anyone who is
not a Healer to be in possession of vrex. Will your Healer MoCoy take charsge
of it until it is required for evidence? That wa¥, the letter of .the law will
be obeyed.’

Spock <took the bottle back. "Very well, fmbessador. I appreciate your
position.®

frovyel turned back to Rrrbrr. ™ell done, vundersecretary," he said. THer
ears flattened in embarrassment even as her tail lifted slightly further,

Uhure, nodded, satisfied. J¥wven if Brrbrr did not gain a place 2% the
Academy, the therapy was complete. She had learned confidence, as rapidly as
she learned everything.

DA A . GO LA T L
EE Y D S

Kirk looked up as Spock walked briskly into sickbay. The Vulcan peused
beside his Caytain., "You are locking much better, Jim," he sgaid.

“1 feel mach better, but MeCoy won't let me out yet."

Tiow received a severe blow to the hemd - and head injuries are always bad
things to be careless with," Sroer said firaly.

"You'vs as bad as MeCoyl!" Kirk grumbled.

Cnly when there is need o be," Spock replied blandly. YHowever, I helieve
that there is no longer any need to he ~ this time.®

En? What's been happening?’ McCoy asked from hiz office door.

Spock halfl smiled. "We have apprehended the Captain's assailant.® He handed §
the bottle he was carrying to MeCoy. "RBrovral asks .that you take charpe of this i
for the remcinder of the journey, Doctor — admittedly it has not yveb been tested,
but the bottle, at least, is that used to coniain the poison that killed Sgrral
- and it is not empty.®

ot

¥

MeCoy whistled., "Who?v

“hralkl,  ¥iss Drrbrr finally found the courage teo accuse him. Captoin - ©
he tumned bhack o Wirk. “Uhura says that Bribrr has considersbls talent for
communicationsy and she herself would be interested in such a career, shorh
though it would be because of her species! 1ife spen. We have promised to use
our influence on her behalf with Starfleet and the Academy - and it was that
promise that gove her the courage to go 4o Rrovral.®

FIE Uhura thinks she's good enough, that's enough for wme,” Xirk said. 72ut
aefleet consider training someone who would only be able to serve o few

yearsH

MeCoy shimgged, "I don't see why not,” he said. "The Tharrak life span
averages out at twenty-five, but it's mostly productive. They have a very short
childhood ~ they're physically mature at about a year, and in that year they
lesmn everything that o Human child takes ahout twelve years to learn - or =
Vulean child; sbout fifteen. The next three to four years they slow down o hit
-~ those years are aboul equivalent to the twelve to twenty age in Pumans - but
they still learn incredibly fast. By the time they're five they'we counted fully
adult. Then they have eighteen to twenty years of productive adulthood = yes,
they get old, but their old age is guite brief - six months a2t the oubside. Tew
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actually live more than two or three months after their retiral. Sigral was very
old - almost on borrowed time; I doubt he expected to live much longer than was
necessary o complete this mission.

HATL Starfleet needs to do about the Ubarrsk is figure ocut a way of condeng-
ing ihree years of work into about half that to it the natural Ubarrak learning
capacity.”

Zzsler said than done," Kirk muttered. "It's a pretty concentrzted course
even for Fumzng."

“tirue - but if the Ubarrak have - when young - almost perfect recall...and
the indidations are that they do...they only need to have sowething explsined
once - even the brightest of the Humans mostly need more than that. HMaybe some~
thing could be done with the Vulcan course - after fifteen a Vulcan's lesiming
capaclty increases tremendously. It still isn't on 2 par with the Ubarrak's
at the szme stage of development, but a Vulcan can absorh the basic Starfleet
course in six to twelve months less than a Human.?

“Td Heawd that, T wouldn't have thought it possible to feed the info.
much faster than the Humans get it, though !

FIE the Ubarrak are to get o place in Starfleet - and they deserve to, from
whot I've seen of them - it would be a waste of gix months of their lives not to
condense the course to fit their leamming capacity,” McCoy said.

BT agree,” Spock put in.

ihen we'll speak that word to Starfleet and point all that out, Kirk
decided,

gpock, FeCoy said. "Drakk had poison -~ but Jim was hil over the head -
not polsoned,”

TTreakk wag his assailant neveriheless,® Spock replied. "The Ubarrak have
a strong mental patitern and poor shieldings T had occasion to catch his arm, and
I wag able to sensc his thoughts without any effort. He has been trying to kill
the Coptain since early in the voyage: he was responsible for the ball hesrings
in the corvidor and the oil on the mungs of the ladder - apparently he thought
it wag used as o private route by the Coptain only, since he had seen the Captain,
and only the Captain, use it. He was quite surprised when his victim turned out
to be Mr. Yood. He apparently believed thet with the Ubar Awbagsadoy and the
Fumen Captain both out of the way, his smbition could proceed unhampered by
higher autherity. Ye have him under arrest; he will be held until he can be
ceturned to Ubmrr for trial by the proper suthorities,¥

50 vhat we've nad on board is two different people with grudges azainst
authoxity+® Meloy sald, half disbelievingly.

It appears se, Doctor.n

iy report on the dangers of a practicel joker on the ship will still no
in, however,V ¥irk saild decisively, "Along with Scotty's comments on the
resction of his staff to engineering's pair of extroverts.®

“And mine, Heloy added. ™Wou won't believe this, Spock, but one of then
came to me this worning - it had suddenly struck him that folk were avoiding him,
and he wos worrled about it. I advised him o cut down on the funoy stuff -
then I went and checked the other. He was completely unaware of not being liked,
thought his wmate was imagining things... I've got some hope Tor Veranoven adapi-

ing and belng sccepted, btut the other one ~ " He sghook his head.
The intercom buzzed, and McCoy ansvered it.

i
.

g ¥ir. Sovock there, Doctor?H
Spock moved over to the intercom. "Yes, MHr., Seval?h

“Helve just entered o vegion that beging to tally with our longest-range
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star charts, ¥r. Spock. We should be able to navigate rroperly again very soon.®

HVery good, Fr. Seval. T'11 be right up.” He looked at ¥Kirk. “vou can
relax, Uaptainy we're as good as home.n

BT . O T
s R e ¥ 7 N i

JGE“

Heloy welked briskly inte Kirk's cabin, waving a tape. TSenity at las
he seid heppily.  “The order's been rescinded, Jim. We can get rid of the
exgroverts ~ though I'd tend to recommend that Verannen be allowed to stay on
board. Since he realised that the crew doesn't like extroverts, he's quietened
down @ lot, and he's begun to be accepted. He'll always be more cutgoing than
usual on & Starship, but his actual extrovert rating ifen't much higher than

Sulu's -- he Just seemed more s0 because he gol in tow with Mubrovski,

BT'EL accept your recommendation, Tones. I've got nothing against extro-
verts as such, just the ones who think it's their mission in life to keep avery~-
one elge amused,?

fHow leng i1l we reach MW

“dust under s week. T1'11 be glad to get there.v

Me, too.t MceCoy stretched stiff neck muscles. “0h - by the way ~ I found
oul something interesting. Just between ocurselves...®
Himm Y
YTt was Admiral
and de you know whyth

Titzgernld who pushed that order about extroverts throush -

Kivk shook hig head. "NMo; but I bet you do.n

e had a nephew traininzg to be an engineer, who wanted to get into space.
& nephev whose extrovert rating was too high...®

front't $ell wme. One of ourst®

Yup. o, don't ask me how I found out... Well, Scotty said he was o good
engineer - and he'll be a better one away from Dubroveki'ls influence.t

]

“lones - that isn't why you're recommending we keep Verannen?h

"o, Jiwm, He does merit it, provided he doesn't break loose agninay
glanced towords the door as the buzzew sounded,

FOOME L B

Spock entered. MeCoy looked disgustedly at the sheaf of reports in the
Vulean's hand, ond saild, "Well, if you two are going te falk business, T'm off,.?

HeCoy retreated, Xirk grinned up at his First Officer. ¥all wight, ur.

0xteed®

Spock.,

e
fe velsxed in the sheer normzlity of everyday things as the Vulecan begem to

speak.




