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VICE VERSA 11,
PART 1 : HUMAN CRIME,

Commander James T, Kirk of the Starship Enterprise returned to his
quarters in high spirits after a chess game with his Captaine. He had
actually won for the first time?! The Captain had been even more pleased
than he was, the Pirst Officer was sure of i1f.And why not? Logically, it
was a great compliment to Spock's teaching, Kirk smiled at the thought,
He was by now becoming used to logic.

He had hardly settled on the bed for his rest period when he was
called through the intercom and told to report to the Captain's quarters,
The First Officer complied hurriedly, worried by the summons so soon
after leaving his commanding officer. They were still in orbit of Barth,
with part of the Human crew on leave, Had some trouble occurred as a
resuit? The possibility that a fanatical member of the Party might have
succeeded in coming aboard, and had attempted to kill Spock, filled him-
wilith apprehension.

It was with a sigh of relief that he found his fear unjustifieds
The Captain was not hurt, and his sharp eyes noticed ¥irk's concern.

"AInything wrong, Jim?®
"Wo, noi You wanted to see me, Captain?"
"There is no nesd for formality, you are still off duty,n

(drk swmiled and relaxed., If he was not recalled on duty, it could
not be very bhad news, The Captain's words altered his mood.

"1 have received a formal reguest, through the proper channels,
asking permissicn for your brother to come aboard to see you. I naturally
agreed, and wanted to tell you the good news,.. Jim, vhy do you look
disnayed??

"iihatever he wants to see me for can't be for my own good! I haven't
secn him in years,!

"That hardly matiers, He is still your brother "

"ihich doesn't mean I have to like him., I'd recomiend maximum Secur-
ity precautions during his visit, just in case.®

"I do not understand," said Spock, letting his amazement show in:
his tone of voice for once, "I remember that you sald you did not 'get
on' with your brother, to use your own words, I assumed that you meant
that the family tie did not prevent a few disagreements,.V

M"A few! If it was only thattn

Kirk stopped abruptly, remembering what he had read about the Vulcan
way of life, There was a sense of family unity, almost a clan feeling
there, which was very stronge. The worst crime was when ohe member of a
faully was disloyal, or hurt another. The disloyalty or hurt applied to
the whole family. Therefore Spock would not understand, guite apart from
the fact that he had wanted a brother, and had none.

Although his silence had lasted a full minute, the Captain had
respected 1it, and Kirk smiled gratefully.

"L won't bother you with family matters, Spock. Human ways can be
very different from... However, I still recommend security precauticns,"

"May I ask why? Your brother could ftake them as an insult,!

Wloo bads Ifve not seen or heard from him for sc long that he could
be a member of the Party for all I know, sent here to kill you."

"That is illegical, Jim. He asked to sce youl"
"Maybe I'm wrong, but at least take some messures.,m”

"Wery welly, I will have a discreet watch kept by Security. Go to the
transporter room, Jim - he should beam aboard shortly. I have not put any
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striction on the length of his visit, Let me know if you need extra time
off dutya.™

Kirk thanked him and left his Captain's quarters in a disturbed
frame of mind. Spock was granting privileges to his brother because Kirlk
was his friend, but the Pirst Officer doubted very much that Sam would
prove anyone's friend,

Howegver, it's illogical to Urcgudge a sitvation, as Spock Would say,
refiected {irk wryly, so 1! ll try to forget past quarrels in case Sam has
changed for the better.

While standing in the transporter room waiting, the First Officer
could not help remembering the bitter- jealousy Sanm haa shown when he, Kirk,
had passed the entrance examination to the Space Acadenmy where his brothor
had failed, Sam had done all he could to stop Kirk from going on with his
chosen career, and had nearly succeeded by using vile means., The final
rift had occurred then, and Kirk wondered if his brother could have
changed much during the intervening years. His reverie was interrupted
by the familiar hum of the transporter, and Sam Kirk appeared on one of
the padse

The two brothers, who had a strong family resemblence, eyed =sadh
other cautiously and ezchanged a formal greeting, although they used first
nalese. Kirk could sense the hidden astonishment of the Vulcan in charge of
the transporter - after hearing so much about Human emotions, he was seeing
two brothers exchange a cold greeting worthy of two Vulcans,

"I'd like to talk to you in private," sald Sam.

"Come to my cabin," replied Kirk, a little relieved that his brother
had not asked to see the Captain. Perhaps he had been wrong, and Spock was
in no danger. He was glad, however, to notice the presence of security
guards in the corridor serving the senior officers! quarters

His brother had also nédticed, "Your Captain doesn't trust mei®™ Sam
sald with a sneer as the docr of Xirk's cabin shut behind them.

The First Officer did not bother to specify who was distrustful, and
asked politely, "Why did you want to see me?"

Sam looked surprised by the guestion. "Surely you must have guessed?™
"No,. Why?"

UMy own brother is declared a traiior to his race and condemned to
death, and you wonder why I want to see yousl

So that!s it! thought Kirk, his fear confirmeds Aloud, he said firmly,
"The Barth Government didn't declare me a traltor3 and no Court of Jastice
has condemned me to death, I do not recognise the authority of a minority
of fanatics shouting very loudly to make up for their small numbers,"

Mot such small numbers, and many neopie believe what we say," Sam
protested, "You did once,"

"Because I didn't know any better. The people who listen to the Party
would change their minds i they knew the truth.!

Wihe truth being that Aliens are wonderful wneople?" sheered Salle

"o, There's good and bad in any race, and I'm only familiar with
Vulcang"

tand they're marvellous?h

Mio; they are different - and their ways are not a law they try to
impoge on others, as the Party is doing."

"They command you, and their word is not law?"

"One Vulcan commands me, the others obey me," stated Kirky his
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patience starting to run out, "Vulcans may seem cold and obsessed by logic
to us, but they have qualities,; as most races have -~ loyalty and honesty,
for instance,!

hon't talk to me about loyalty when you don't know the meaning of
the wordi"™ said Sam, his voice full of contempts "You betrayed your own
people -~ I find it hard to helieve that my brother could stoop that lowi®

Mihat is the point of discussing scimething vou don't understand?!
asked Xirk shortly,.

"I understand perfectlys, That Vulcan Lord who reigns supreme aboard
this ship has taken your mind over., Tou're ifn an ideal position as First
Officer to act against him, and yet you do nothingi®

Kirk tried to stop the tirade, but socon gave ups Whatever he said,
his brother would not believe or understand any more now than he had done
in the past. It was tc be expected that Sam would support the Party,
resenting ag he did the aliens who had succeeded in Starfleet where he had
failed,.

Sam seemed to realise that [drk was hardly listening, because his
tone of voice changed abruntly,.

"ALL right, Jime I had to make sure that your attitude was determined.
It is, and I respect it, whatever my private opinions, How I will try' to
gee your noint of view, May I visit the ship?V

"In order to spread wild rumours among ths Human crew?!

"o, not at ail," smiled Sam, a smile Hirk didn't like one bit, "You
can accompany me and see for yourself, I'd like to meet the Captain, too."

"Oh, you would, would you? In order to kill him?"

. Sam laughed, and again Kirk hated that laugh. "I can assure you that
I'11 be on my best behaviour and my most charming self, Loock, I realise I
made a mistake by ranting at you, and I apologise., Perhaps a meeting
with a Vulcan will help me to see your point of viewe"

Kirk stared dumbfounded, unable to remember the last time Sam had
apologised to anyone, Was there some sinister plan behind this, or was
his brother not as bad as he had thought? After all, many years had
passed, and people could change...

Unable to decide, Kirk was however aware that Sam knew nothing about
Starships, Therefore it was unlikely that he could understand any of the
equipment, and so there was little harm in the visit. He would keep an
eye on him, and have Security watch also,

"Still suspicious? It doesn't matter - I'11l ask the Captain," said
Sam,

Before Kirk could step him his brother had stepped out and buzzed
the next door cabin, The First Officer reacled fast and entered Spock's
quarters with Sam, so intent on watching him that he nearly forgot to
salute, and rectified this hastily. Then he had to introduce his brother.

Spock got up and welcomed Sam Kirk aboard his ship with his innate
and elegant politeness. Sam looked a little taken abacl: by the appearance
and manner of the distinguished and courteous alieg.lirk smiled inwardly,
remembering the impact the first meeting with Svpock had had on him,

Mis brother soon recovered and offereda his hand; Kirlk, cursing
himself for not having warnsd Sam, acted fast and seized the hand, pushing
it down forcefully,

"Wulvans don't shaike hands," he stated.

Sam, far from belng upset, apologised profusely to the Captain,
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Again, Kirlk did not believe his ears, Could his brother have learnt to
apologise?

™lecase, Mr. Kirk," said Spock, interrupting the apologies, "there is
no reason why you should be aware of Vulcan customs, so apilogies are
illogical,n

"Thank you, Captain," said Sam politely. "May I have your permission
to vigit the Enterpriset™

"By all means, Commander Kirk will be your guide.¥

"I would be grateful if... Forgive me, Captain, you must be venry
busy..s Should you have the time to spare, howover, I'd be pleased if you
could accompany us, She is your ship, and you lknow her as no-one alse doesa."

"I will be honcured to be your gulde,"™ replied Spock with his usual
courtesy.

Kirl, more and more baffled and worried, asked guickly, "May I come
too, Cantain?™ :

"0f course, Jim," answered Spock, with one of his rare half-smiles,
"To deprive you of your brother's comnany is unthinkable,!

Kirk saw how his brother noticed the smile, but showed no reaction.
Sam continued to be polite and charming as the tour of the ship started.

The ¥irst Officer had given orders to Security to keer an eye on the
visitor wherever he went, but if Sam noticed the unobitrusive watch he did
not show its Never once did his brother make a denigrating comizent or try
to talk to the Human crew, IHis attitude to Spock was amiable and friendly,
and 1t earned him a few black looks from some Humans.These too, the
visitor did not appear to notice.

When the four ended Spock invited Sam to a meal in the dining areca,
Agaln this passed nleasantly and without incident. The Captain was asking
questions about Earth and its customs, and Kirk's brother replied, never
once making any allusion te controversial matiers, As the end of the meal
approached, Sam asked guestions about the Interprise's noext assignment,
showing great intercsts. Kirk nearly intervened to stop his Captain from
answering, then reflected that Sam, having a brother aboard, could get
the information easily enough anyway, unless the assignment was classifieds
The authorities would assume that his brother wanted to contact him.

The meal finished, Sam went to the transporier room to lcave, and
Spock discreetly allowed the two brothers to go alone, Kirk was astonished
again when Sam confessed to enjoying both the tour of the ship, and his
meeting with the Cantain -~ his brother was right, Vulcans were not that
bad after all, After wishing Kirk good luck Sam stopped onto the trans-
porter pad and waved heartily before disappearing.

On his way back to his quarters, the First Officer could not decide
vhether Sam's attitude had been genuines It bothered him very much,
although he was not quite sure whye Could his brother be vile snough to
have played a rcle,for some obscure and sinister plan? Yas he that good an
actor? Or was Kirk misjudgling him, and Sam was not that bad after all?

If Sam was part of a plot of some sort, Kirk was unable to sec how
hisg visit could help in- any way, thercfore he was sceing evil where there
was none, Yet a cark premonition would not lcave the back of his mind.
This sudden reappearance of his brother could only be a bad omci,

The Captaln was coming out of his quartcrs as Kirk arrived at his own,
Spock noticed his First Officer's sombre mood.

"Jim, you are troubled., May I be of assistance?M

"No, thank you, Captain," replied Kirk rather shortly, thinking that
Spock would not understand.
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"I never meant to intrude into a private matter, and I apologise,™
sald Spock in a very formal tonce
I've hurt him! thought Kirk, dismayed, awarc that his reply had been

far more abrupt than he had intendeds "I didn't mecan that the way it
sounded, Spock, and I'm SOrCYeee"

e cannot discuss anythin@ here. Cowme into my cabin if you wish to
talk,n

Kirk followed him, not surc that he would be dable to explain what
bothered him,and cursing his dbrother for causing this embarassment between
his Captain and himself,.

"What did you think of my brother?" he asked lamely as he sat down,
facing Spock across the desk,

"I cannot make an accurate judgement after such a short acquaintance,
Jim. He seemed friendly, and his behaviour was polite and agreeable,"

Kirk nodded, and tried to explain. "Humans do not always have honesty
as a character trait, Spocks I wouldn't put much value on appearances,"

"I agree that they can be deceptive, but your brothsr was not hostile
in any waye. How long is it since you last saw him?"

"About eight or nine years at least.®

"No-one remains exactly the same in that length of time, Jim. What-
ever disagreement you had in the past with your brother should no longer
apply."

"You may be right,? conceeded Kirk, vith obvious reluctance.

"Jim, I find your attitude strange... However, as you saild, Human
ways are not the same as ours, and I accept it. You probably care more for
your brother than you are aware of, or show,"

Do I? wondered Kirk, I would never have chosen Saam for a brothore..

"I cannot imagine a brotherly relatlonship not being a close one,™
added Spock, "but I have no experience on this matter. You should go and
have some rest now, Jim - you are on duty in an hour.™

Kirk left feeling rather miserable, and cursing his brother more than
ever, He had sensed the wistful note in his Captain's volce when talking
of a brotherly relationship, and though how unfair it was - Spock had no
brother when he wanted one, while he had a brother he wished he hadn'ti

The First Officer tried to discuss Sam's visit with McCoy, but soon
realised how difficult it wns for ithe doctor to hely him to see the truth
when Bones had never met Same McCoy had been ashore at the time of the
visit:; he was inclinedto think that Kirk was exaggerating his fears,and
the First Cfficer hoped that he was right.

By the time the Enterprise had left Farth and completed her first
two assignments, however, Kirk had nearly forgotten the brief encounter
with Sam, His relationship with Spock was the same as before, so his
brother had not spoilt anything, and Kirk had ehough work te stop him
from wondering about someone he had never cared for,

The recently appointed First Officer of the Enterprise was only too
aware of the task ahead, and that his Captain needed all the help he
could gives They had to prove that a Vulcan/Human team could be a most
efficient one - if the Enterprise became the best ship in Starfleet,then
her commanding team would be proved to be the best also. Suech proof
would impress both Humans and aliens, and be of considerable assistance
in demonstrating to the Federation that Humans could be trusted in high
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positions, while at the same time it would prove to Humans that collabor-
ation with aliens was porfectly possible,

But such a geoal could only be achieved if the crew was also well
integrated, This was presenting problems, and the Captain and FPirst Officer
were aware of them. Now that Kirk had broken all his ties with the Party
and never bothered to hide his liking for Spock's coripany in preference
to any other, the Human crew resented his command, and he was even thought
of as a traitor by somes. The Commander had been condemhed to death by the
Party and could not return to Barth, for he had chosen aliens in nreference
to his own people.

The adventure when Spock had saved Human lives and nearly died in
the process had made XKirk perhaps over-optimistic about the crew's reacte
ionse McCoy had been won over, and was now a firm friead again. Scotty,
while still a little shy of Vulcans, admitted that he could share interests
with them, =and work in harmony. Chekov was halfwand-half{, maintaining for
the moment a neutral attitude which was at least better than a hostile
one. Sulu was not happy about his suspension from the Party for having
felled his wission. After having paid what he called his debt by warning
Kirk of his danger on Barth, he had reverted o a hostile attitude, blaming
others rather than hiwmself for his failure, He was ready to admit that
Captain Spock was not so bad, but only because he was hal f-Human; a full
Vulcan was still an enemy, an alien barring the way to Humans getting
high positicns in the Federation.

The rest of the Human crew had been told of the Captain's heroic act,
and some proved sceptical or unbelieving; the Humans had imagined the
whole thing, it had been implanted into their minds by Vulcan POWEISe
Others, though they accepted the truth, were afraid to speal: cut - they
were still a minority among the Humans aboard,

The ship was running smoothly, though. The Captain was feared, and
no Human reiished one of his icy glances; it could make your knees turn
to Jelly, as Chekov had described it once. Kirk was Just as strict with
discipline and duties. What the Captain missed - which was very little -
never oscaped the First Officers This so perfect alliance made the Humans
resent Kirk's orders even more than Spock's, although they feared bath
officers too much to show their feelings. No-one cared to face courte
martial for insubordination or lack of respect to senior officers.

Between two minorities, those who could not like either Kirk or Spock,
and those who recognised their value and liked their work, stood a number
of Humans who could not make up their minds yet and remained undecisive,
following one faction cne day, the other the nex

Kirk was surprised, and McCoy even more so, when Spock proved that he
had not forgotten the doctor's recommendation for a more relaxed discip=
line and less saluting aboards. The Captain assembled his senior officers
in the briefing room and asked for any comment on his proposed application
to Starfleet for a relaxation of disciplines The Vulcans wers surprised -
they did not find the discipline too strict. When it was pointed out that
it was for the Human crew's benefit, they agreed that it might be worth
trying, although they hoped that it would not entail any disrespect to the
Captaine This made Kirk smile, and he assured them that he doubted that it
would; Spock would command the same respect regardless of any saluting.

Spock duly sent his application to Starfleet, then the ship concentr-
ated on the third mission of the tour. This involved a planet landing
which demanded the use of the shuttlecraft, duc to the special conditions
in this particular area of space. The Captain had to call on the planet
leaders to finalise the entry of their world into the Federation. It was a
matter of routine, as no difficulty had arisen during the preliminary
talks,
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"I will go with the Security Chief, Mr, Kirk," stated Spock, "“amd
should return within four hours at the most. Should it take longer, I will
let you know,"

"Yes, Captain, Are you sure a larger escort isn't necesgsary?

"This is a peaceful world, and the natives are friendly. There should
be no danger.mn

Kirk had to agree, but he wished he was going with his Captain, How-
every there had been a nasty incideat between this world and .Eatrth,and
althougn the tension had vased somewhat, it was logical to avoid perhaps
endangering the talks by including a Human in the party,

Spock duly left with the Security Chief, He contacted the ship to say
that he had landed safely and had been well received, which reassured Kirk
after he had checked his Captain's voice-print to make sure that 1t was
indeed him speaking.

At the end of four hours no call came through from the Captain, Kirk,
who was off duty trying to sleep, had a nightmare where he heard Spock
calling. It woke him, and he ran to the bridge just as Mr. Salyk, the
Science Officer he had left in charge, was about to call him about the
absence of any message from thelr commanding officer.

Kirk hid his fear well as he called the President of the Planetary
Council,

"This is Commander Kirk, at present in command of the Interprise, I
apologise for taldng up your valuable time, Mr, President, when this may
be merely a routine check, Is Captain Spock still with yous"

The native locked surprised. "o, Commander, He left two hours ago to
return to his ship."

Kirkis heart nearly stopped beating through sheer fear. "He's not
aboard," he stated, his voice calm, "and we!ve had no communication from
him apart from his initial report,!

"This is terrible!'" exclaimed the President, looking genuincly upsect.
"Do you mean to say that something has haphened to him?" A

"It's @ possibility. The craft could heve met with an accident and
bhe stranded somewhere on your world,"

"I'1l organise a search immediately."

"™May I be of assistance?™ asked Kirk, wishing he could rush down and
find his Capltain.

"Do you doubt my sincerity?! asked the President stiffly. "I can
assure you that we do want to find Captain Spock, It might compromise our
joining the Federation should arything. have. happencd®to him by~ oursfauity"

The screen went dark, and Kirk hmd to admit that the native was right;
his people had no reason tc hurt Spock, in fact, qulte the contrary., That
left an accident,.. But much as he wanted to, he could no go down without
nermission and upset the natives,

"There is a large area of desert land not far from the capital city,
Mro Kirk," reported Mr. Salyk. "It is a possibility that the shuttlecraft
was forced by some malfuncticn to land in that arca. If communications
were afiected, no call could reach us,"

Wirk nodded, hoping that the Science O0f{ficer had found the explanation
for the mystery. ‘

"] have beeon attompting to raisc the shuttlecraft for the last twenty
minutes, sir," reported Somek from his post at Communications. "There is
no answere
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"Kﬁep trying, Mre. Somek, Just in case any malfunction is temporary.!

"This planet's history is a peaceful one, Mr, Kirk," said Salyk,
"therofore we have no grounds for suspiclon of foul play."

"L do hope you are right, Mr. Salyk," murmured Kirk, wanting to
beligve it.

The President called the ship about an hour later, looking most
upsets

"Commander, L'm afraid I have bad news. It could hardly be worsein

"Is the Captain dead?" Kirk asked in a chokod voice.

"Noses at leastees we don't know! The police found the shuttlecraft
and the Security Chicf near a deserted weathsr station approximately one
hundred miles from the c¢ity. The craft is intact, but the Captain is
missing, and the Security Chief has been injured. Please send medical

elp a - ave no knowledge o Wlcan physiologyes ea ot
hel t once we have no knowledg f Vulcan ologye Please hurr

Kirk took. the othor shuttlecraft imwmediately with Mr, Salkyk, Mr.
Senak the Chief Ingineecr, with Doctors Syvik and McCoy, plus two Security
Guards. Ee made the journsy down in record time,.

They landed near the Captain's craft, and while the doctors saw to
the patient, Kirk ordersd Mr, Salyk and Mr, Senak to check the vehicle in
cass 0f sabotage,

Dre Syvik made his report shortly aftere. "He will iive, Mr. Kirk. I
would say - and Dr, McCoy agrecs with me ~ that he was meant to be killed
by someonc who did not know Vulcan physioclegy, and thought the heart was
on the left side.?

WAs in Humans!Y exclaimed Kirk,

"Exactly, Jim,¥ said HcCoy, who had approached looklng unset, "There's
a strong possibility that Humans are involveda™

UCan he be questioned?®

"For a very short while," said Dr. oyVLh,“and T only agree because
the Captaints life is clearly at sta

After an injection tho Sccurity Chi@f came to and his eyes fastoned
on Kirk,

foommender, the Coaptain..s I failed to protect him..."
Miardly your fault,% soothed {irk. "Who attacked you?"

T 4o not knowees They wore hidden... Came out wearing masks... fired
A BASees Lt Was 50 QUiCKaees!
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Mihy did you land hore?™

"Distress calle.s Captain tried to communicate with the citYeee ToO
much staticess?

"In other words, a well-lald trap!" said Kirk, his fear incrcasing
tenfold,

"Find the Captain quicklyess before hesee kills himes."

Kirk wondered why the Vulcan suddenly said 'he' not 'they', but he
could not ask any more quostions. The patient had become unconscious
again.

Salyk and Senak reported that no sabotage had occurred, and the
shuttlecraft was fully operational. The First Officer ordered it back to
the Fnterprise to take the Security Chief aboard. He also ordered its
return with a full-strength security team, after which he called the
President and reported his findiangs,

"A deliberate kidnapping?" exclaimed the native, hisz voice full of
horrore "We are a peaceful race, Commander, I can't ilamgine any ons of

USees!

"I make no accusations yet, Mr, President, Are there Humans on your
planet??

HHumans? Why, yes. Our gquarrel with Rarth was settled peacefully
only a very short time ago, and as part of the reconciliation a fteam of
civil englineers arrived about two months ago to assist us -in building a
road through the desert,”

"May I have their naomes; please?" asked Kirk, with a sinking feeling;
his brothsr was a civil engineer.

Wihe Chief of Police will come over himself and bring them,Needless
to may, our colliaboration in finding the culprits is assured."

N would advise an interrogation of the members of the road building
project, Mr, President,"

"It will be done,™

Kirk felt pretty sure that the President was telling the truth, and
had ne hand in the ghastly event, Perhaps the natives did not, either,
It was more probable that Humans were at the heart of it,

The Chief of Police arrived in a matter of minutes, at the head of a
team of hovercars,

"There®s the list of names, Commander," he reported briskly. "I've
orders from the President - my force and I are at your disposals I can
assure you that we do want to rescue your Captain.®

"hank you, sir," replied Kirk, scanning the list quickly, The name
ne was looking for was not there, but his brother could have taken a
false identityes. or other members of the Party could be involvedeas

"I have sent a team of my men after the Humans," the Chief of Police
a'ded, Mand given the order to question them when they are found. They
have left their settlement, so we don't know how long that will take,"

"o can't afford to waite. The first thing is to find the Captain."

The shuttlecraft had returned from the Enterprise by then with the
Security guards, so Kirk had a respectable team for the search.

MChief, We know that a trap was lald and the Captain kidnapped,
probably by some Humans from the road building project. Where could they
have taken him?"

"ot to any town, Commander, or my men would have seen them. The
only place I can think of is the underground city."
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The Chief of Police went on to explain how such a city had been
discovered not 21l that long ago., It was very large, a maze of passages
someone could easily get lost in, No-one knew its exact size, and it was
still being explored, "We might never find him if Captain Spock is held
prisoner there," finished the Police Chief gloomily. '

"Then 1t's about time we started looking," ordered Kirik. "Have you n
map, or anyone familiar with the city?"

The Police Chief called two of his men who had visited the underground
city, then extracted a rough map from his hovercar. They went to work
tracing a search pattern, then coplies of the map were handed out, and
everyone was equinped with a communicator. After a warning that the map
was not necessarily accurate, and that there was a danger of getting lost,
all the craft took of for the entrance to the underground city.

Once there, Kirk selected a search party of Vulcans to accompany
him, leaving the doctors standing by ready to joiln the successful team if
NECasSsary.

"Good luck, Jim. I hope you find the Captain aiive," McCoy said with
obvicus sincerity. :

Kirk tried to smile, could not, and left
hurriediy. Refusing to let his mind dwell on the
probability that Svock was already dead, he set
a very fast pace for his group, and was glad
that they were Vulcans, able to keep up
with him easily. Mr. Salyk was trying to
use his tricorder, but the prescnce of
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the other search parties made it difficult,.

After three hours in the maze of sometimes very narrow passages, no
trace of Spock had been found. Kirk refused to glve up, and gave orders
for the search to continue. He would rfind his Captain if it was the last
thing he did? '

His group was now at the end of the rough map, the rest of the city
Wwas unknown, This did not stop the First Officer from continuing the
search, and the Police Chief contacted him by communicator to say that
everyonc else was also going on,

A while later ¥r., Salyk stated that he had faint readings on his
tricorder, indicating the presence of only one or two pecple; the search
party was at that moment standing at a very narrow passage where it joined
a much wider corridor, o

"Both seem to lead in the same direction, towards the origin of my
readings," reported the Science Officer,

"Right," said Kirk, YI'1l take the narrow passage, the rest of you
take the other in case mine leads nowhere., IT you meet a dead end, come
after me M :

The Vulcans obeyed promptly. Kirlk, wondering why he had chosen the
narrow passage -~ perhaps it was instinct - started his difficult Jjourney,
some of it crawling on the rough ground. He maintained a fast nace, heed~
less of bruises and scratches, somehow sure that he was getiing nearer to
Spock. He prayed that he would be in time.

Suddenly there was light ahead, and Kirk increased his paces The
narrow passage videned, and he was able to stand up. 4 sound reached his
ears and he stopped to listen, horrer chilling him as. he recgghised the
sound of whipping, pingled with his horror was a certain relief; vnerhaps
he was in times.,, no~one would fiocg a dead man... Setting his phaser to
stun he hurried onwards, until the passage widened into a large chamber,

Cantiously he posred in; the room was well 1it by a wide shaft to the
surface, and equipped specifically for torture - a real chamber of horrors
from EBarth's Middle Ages. There were only two occupants, In the centre
Spock was stretched out on a kind of rack, and Sam Eirk was lashing at
him with a vicious-looking whip,

"Scream, you damned Vulcan!™ he shouted, his face contorted with rage.
"You will when I kill you... or betler still, leave you a3 a helpless,
crippled wreck, a mutilated object of pity and revulsion, a warning to the
rest of your peoplelt

There was no response. Spock's body seemed already lifeless, the only
moverent the slow dripping of green blood spreading into a pool under the
raclk,

Sickness, rage and horror fought in Kirk'’s mind for a second, to be
replaced by a murderous anger al the thought that Sam was the one respon-
sible for this. It was too much to bear - hig own brother might have killed
Spock!

Kirk ran wildly into the room, setting his phaser to kEill, deaf to the
frantic appeal,.

"Jim, I did it for you! You can't kill me,., Idm your brotherese!"
The voice ceased abruptly as Kirk fired, and Sam fell,

The Vulcans were just then entering the chamber by the other passage,
and could not help hearing Kirk's voice, full of a still furious rage
towards the torturer.

"I refuse to think of you as my brotherl Death is too good for a
monater like youln
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The cutburst over, Kirk dropped the phaser and ran to Spock, cutting
the bonds from the wsxnfuily»stretﬂhed hands and feet. As though through
a haze he heard Mr., Salyk calling the doctors urgently, while a Security
officer was reporting to the Police Chief ithat the search was over.

Grateful for their efficient help, Kirk could concentrate on his
Cantaln, but there was Litlle he could do in view of the extent of the
injuries. Seeing Spock's yellow shirt, which had been ripped from him, he
PlCne& it up and used it to wipe the b“end of perspiration and blocd from
the Captain's face. HMercifully, his eyes were untouched,

"Spocki" he murmured brokenly, his hand suocthing the black hair as
ne fought renewed nausea at the knowledge that his own brother was respon-
sible for his Captain's ordeals

MiMeee™ Spock's eyes opened with a visible effort, "I regretees”
"Dom't talk -~ the doctors are on the way," interrupted Kirk.

M T regreteess" Spock insisted.

"None of this is your fault, Spocki®

"L cames.es between yousess and your brothere.,." The Captain tried to
say mors but could not as he lost consciousness. Kirk's hand fastened on
Spock's, and through blurred eyes he watched himself mechanically sponge
the blood from the Captain's wrist where the bonds had bitten into the
flesh,

Feeling eyes on him, Xirk locked up. "Iz there anything we can do?"

Mr, Salyk shock his head, and his voice was not quite as even as
usual,

"No, Mr, Kirk. Only the doctor can tell us whether it is =afe to
move the Captain.t

Mihat's keeping him?h

"The distance, sir," replied a security guard,

"I stated clearly that this is an emergency," added Salyke "I am sulre

that Dr, Syvik will arrive shortlys. The Police Chief is bringing him here
by a shorter routee'

Kirk nodded, thankful once more for Vulcan ecfficiency. Lt was only a
few minutes later that the Police Chief arrlved W1th Syvik and McCoyy
plus twe policemen carrying equipment.

Kirk backed away to allow the doctors to take overes As he moved he
whispered to McCoy, "Don't let him die, Bones "

"Do your job, and let us do ocurs," roplied McCoy, not unkindly,

The First Officer, reminded of his duties, went to the Police Chief
to thank him for his assistance,

"I understand that this was your brother," said the native, pointing
to Sam's body. "What do you want done with Limp?"

Kirk locked away, and a delayed reaction of shock, horror and nausea
made him sWa¥e .

M"Commander, are you all right?" asked the Chief, steadying him,.

"Yes," replied Kirk in a firm voice, once more in controle "The body -

do what you like with it, Feed it to the wvultures if you have any ~ that
would be the best solution.®

Ignoring the astonishment his words provioked, he saw Dr, Syvik
beckon to him, and approached hurriedly.
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"Phe Captain's condition is critical, Mr, Kirk," reported the doctore
"ie must be taken aboard the ship, but the journey through these passages
could be fatal,®

"We've done all we can here, Jim," added McCoye "If we get him to
sick bay, there's a chance we cail save hime"

nyith your permission, Commander?" One of the security guards stepped
forward, followed by another., " We can carry the Captaind!

Kirk nearly protested that he would not permit anyone else the task,
but Mre Salyk forestalled him,

"They are the two most able~bodied Vulcans aboaxrd, Mr, Kirk, They have
the necessary strength to avoid any harm to the Captain.®

Kirk nodded reluctantly; the Vulcan was right, the guards were more
. able, and he had to accept it - for Spockts sakes

With preat care the two doctors placed a small bed with handles
under the Captain's body, and the guards took charge. The whole group
foliowed the Chief of Police along the shortest route.

Once at the shuttlecraft, Kirk left to no-one the task of pilot. There
he was the best qualified, and the journey back to the ship was smooth and
without a single jolt in spite of some atmospheric interference near the
planetts surface.

Sickbay had been alerted, and everything was ready to give the Captain
the best medical assistance possible. Kirk watched Spock belng carried
away, aware that ke had to leave it to the docteors froi Now 0o,

"Jim, ! said McCoy, his eyes full of compassion, ! you know we'll do all
we possibly can for the Captain. Find some work to do, or the waiting for
news will drive you made"

MeCoy was right. Kirk went to the bridge and gave the order to inform
Starfleet of events, after which he was told that the President was calliing.

"ie have found the Humans involved in the road building project, HMr.
Kirk, and they are under arrest,” sald the native, "As we do not want
another incident with Farth, I'd be grateful if you would take them away
to be tried by your own courts.”

Mihy did they run away?"

"They claim they did not, that they had received instructions to
survey an area far away from their settlement. Whether it is the truth, I
have no idea,"

YHow many are there?t
Uyelve!
"our brig can accomcdate that number, I'1ll have thenm picked up shortlyd

"Thank you, Commander," said the prosident, clearly relieved, "I do
hope that your report to Starfleet will emphasise our complete innocence
in this plot agaihst Captaln Spockas™

"Yes, Mre. President, Are you sure no native was involved?"

npbsolutely suree. The Chief of Police was very thorough, and a copy
of his report will be sent to you. I can assure you that had any of my
people taken part, I would never try to shield them from punishment for
such a dreadful and barbaric crime,” _

"Phat tallies with the planet's history, Mra Kirk," said Mr. Salyk as
the conmunication ended. "The natives are peaceful, and kidnapping 1s
unknown," :

Wihey ars civilised," agrged Kirk in a bitter voices "Please see to
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the collection and reception of the prisoners, Mr., Salyk. I'll be in ny
quarters compnosing a report to Starfleet,!

"Yes, sir. There was a comwmunication from sickbay while you were
talking to the President - the Security Chief has recovercd,"

"Let's hope we soon hear the same news about the Captaing”

_ in his quarters Kirk refrained from calling sickbay. He would be
told as soon as lthere was any news, McCoy was right, it helped to have
his report to occupy his mind, although it brought back the ghastly
mencry of Sam, Trying to be as smotionless as possible he composed his
report and had it sent, then gave the order to leave orbit for their
next destination, The nrisoners were safely aboard.

By then the First Officer could wait no longer, and went to sickbay.

"L was about to give you nmy report, Mr, Kirk," sald Dr, Syvilk,
inviting him into lis office, "I am afraid I cannot take the Captain off
the danger list, but he ds young and stronge There is a 50% chance that
he will recover."

"I see," Kirk's face reflected his dejectlon. "May I visit him, 1T
onrly for a minute? '

"Yes, if you wish.™

The doctor led him to the bed, where McCoy and a Vulcan orderly
kept watch., Kiri loocked at the pale and drawn features of his Captaln,
listened to the scarcely~detsctable breathing, and was able only to
stare at the alien who meant so much to him, wishing with all his heart
that he could do something = anything - to restore 1life to the inert
body. He had been able to help and save his Captain's life in the past,
but now he knew that Spock was in good hands, and he had to leave 1t to
the doctors. His inabllity to help was, howsver, hard to Ddear.

Unknown to him, the two doctors were observing his strained features,
nearly haggard from the siress.

"iry to rest, Jim," advised tcCoy, taking his arm gently.

"o, Bones, I couldn!ti™ protested Kirk, with an instinctive fear
of the trend his thoughts would take, towards his brother, "I'd much
prefer to work."

"y report tn Starfleet is ready," said Dr, Syvik., "I vill hand it
over in ny cffice,"

After a last glance at Spock Kirk followed himand took the tape in
silence ~ a very depressed silence,

"please sit down, Mre Kirk," said the doctor, " I regret having to
mention a painful mattoreass’

uSpock is going to diel™ exclaimed Kirk, coming to life as though
stung and clutching at the doctor's desk for support.

"Illogical,! said the doctor in a stern voice whlch restored some
of Kirk's sanity. Yy report is truthful. The matter I was rfeferring to
is the question of your brother.! :

Mynat about him?' asked Wirk, all interest lost.

YHis body is aboardeas"

"ot I won't have it! Not aboard my Captain's shipes."

"please calm down, Commander, If you think loglically for one second,
you will understand that it was necessary for the Court of “nquiry."
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" I suppose you're right, doctor," agreed Kirk, his voice flat.
Would he never be free of his brotheris evil shadow?

Dre Syvik was hesitating to speak further, an unusual thing for
Vulcan. "I regret having to mention such a painfful subject, bhelieve me,
Mr. Kirk, but Dr, McCoy assured me¢ it would bes better to get it over
with now,%

"Please continue, Doctor,!

"You have my renortes I had to list the injuries sustained by the
Captain, and I would recommend that you do not read that section of the
report.n

"That bad, is 1t?" said Kirk, his fists clenched as though he longed
to hit out.

"Tf the Captain does recover he will be restored to comnlete health
and will suffer no permanent physical disability. Therefore to torture
yourselif now would serve no purpose, and could endanger your efficilency
ag companding ofiicer,"

Kirk nodded, subdued, as Dr. Syvik got ups. "I woula advise you to
concentrate on the coming Court of Eaquiry, Mr, Kirk., I belisve Dr, McCoy
wants a vord with you - I will take over from him."

McCoy came in a few seconds later, and after one lcok at Kirk
ordered in his medical voice, ""Come to my quarters.!

Kirk followed, sat down, and swallowed the glass of brandy put in
fromt of him, :

WFor medical purposes,' stated McCoy. "How try to relax - cry, if
vou want to - but for God's sake, let go, Jimi®

"I can't, Bones," sighed Wirk, some colour slowly returning to his
checks. "ot while my Captain wmight die at any minute.?

"On the other hand, he might live," protested McCoy, "and that's
logical, Try logic, Jim -~ it sometimes works.,"

Kirk smiled, a wan smile that made McCoy lock away for a second.

HYou must take care of the ship while the Captaln is injured, Jim,?
continued the doctor, "and you must prepare for the Court of Hnquiry.
For both, you neced all your faculties,"

"Of course 1'11 take care of the ¥nterprise for Spock," protested
Kirk, "in the hope that he'll sit in the comsiand chalr again soon, As
for the othere.. why should I bother much?!

McCoy hesitated, and Kirk's eyes widened. "You don't mean that
Starfleet is so retarded as to think my brotheris crime reflects on me??

"o, no of course not, That wouldn't be logical, to coin a phrase.
But don't you realise, Jim - you have committed murdere"

"Yes, I suppose I have - and I'd <o it againess™

"Don't say thal %o the Court, Tt will be an allen Court of Enquiry,
not a Human one.”

"fes, but I'm Humane I can't help that, any wore than they can help
being alien, I1'11L face that problem when it comese For now, Spock’s
1ife is what matiers."

"Your career alsc wmatters, Jim."

"hon't tell me the party used my brother to kill Spock in order to
make me Captain! If that's the case, I'1l refuse commandess”

woalim down Jim! I've no idea whether the Party was involved, What
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I mean is that Dre. Syvik received this m

gssage from Starfleet and allowed
me to show it to you 4if I deemed ii neces

85
sarye" _

Kirk seized the tape, inserted it, and heard the harsh voice of a
Tellerite Comuodore. :

"Should Commander Kirk prove unreliable in these clrcumstances,
replace him imumediatelye. He will be suspended as soon as the Enterprise
returns hore after its last routine assigmnment, A Court of Lnquiry will
then investigate the whole barbaric incident.¥

The words tharbaric incident'! rang in Kirk's ears with nainful
clarity.

"Now you see why you should take care" said McCoy. "Dr, Syvik wondered
if he should suspend you anyway because of the trauma of killing your
brother, and he asked my advice. I recommended work as the best therapy
for a Human - but perhaps I was mistaken if you can't relax, or concent-
rate on anything but your Captain,!

L111 look after the Enterprise for him, have no fear on that score,
Bonese As for the otheress' Kirk shrugged, "Please Let me know as socn as
you have any news -~ no matter what it ise"

McCoy nodded, and watched him go with a very worried frown; there
were limits to the amount of stress a man could stand.

"God, Spock's got to live!® McCoy exclaimed aloud, "If he diesythe
way I see it, a part of Jim will die too."

Yet at the back of his mind the doctor was aware that he wanted
Spock to live not only for Jim's sake, There was something about that
particular Vulcan that he could not help liking, no matter how unbearable
his logic was at timos,

Kirk returned to the bridge to see to their next assignment; a
routine call at Planet Walz to collect data and repnrts from the scientific
team there. They were already approaching the planel; and Kirk gave
orders Tor the necessary orbit,

Migy T ask news of the Captain's condition?" asked Mr, Sirak, address-
ing the First O0fficer,

Firk replicd briefly, giving the facts, then made a general announce-
nent to the crew so that everyone knew,

The Secience Officer had left his station and lcolked at Kirk a little
uncertainly. The First Officer, aware that Salyk, being senior officer
after himself, was usually the chosen spokesman for the bridge crew, asked
politely, #Did you wish to speak, Mr. Salyk?™

WMr. Kirk, [ am not familiar with many Human customs... However, I
believe it is in order to offer condolances for the death of your brother,"

Miven though I killed him?" asked Kirk with irony. "You saw me do it,
didn't you?®

W] saw you fire your phaser at him,% agreed Salyk, "and have to
assume that it was set to ldill as your brother was found dead immediately
after.®

"yWhich makes me a criminal, a murderer in the eyes of the Vulcan
crew, M

rllogical, Mr. Kirk," stated Salyk calmly, "o - Court of Enguiry has
yet passed judgement on you. Until then, it is not incumbent on any of
us to act as your judges."

"Tn my place, you wouldn't have killed, would you?h

"No, not unless it was absolutely neccssary. I would, however, have
taken stops to end the Captain's ordeal with all gpeady!




17,

For the first time since the horrible event hirk became vaguely aware
that an alien court might condemn him, He refused to dwell on that, however,
considering it a very minor matier compared to Spock's lifes. The Vulcan
crew maintained the same attitude towards him, and if any disapynroved of
his action, nc-one showed any sign of it,

Very mixed reactions occurred among the Human crew, Scotty, who had
caught sight of Spock's body as he was broughit aboard, declared loudly
that he would never have any furthsr commerce with a Party who could use
such methods. Chekov and even Sulu lcooked hadly shaken, but many others
found it unacceptable that Kirk shouid have killed his own brother for a
Vulcan's salke.

The last assignment completed, the expected orders tc report to
Starbase 1 for the Court of Enquiry arrived, and the Enterprise set course
at top speed,.

News came that Spock's condition had deteriorated, and Dr, Syvik had
sent a message to Admiral Sarek to dinform him of his son's critical
condition. Kirk felt as though he was living through a nightmare -~ and if
Spock died, he knew he would never see the end of it,

Wihe Captain idg fighting for his life as much as he possibly can,"
reported Dr, Syvik, looking tired even for a Vulcan, "We have given all the
asuistance at our disposal.®

“Is there anything - anything at all - I could do?™ Kirk asked
pleadingly.

The Vulcan doctor secmed thoughtful for a few seconds. "Perhaps there
is," he said at last, "Your npresence and encouragement could be beneficial,
The Captain, though far too weak to speak or show signs of life, is unot
unconscious all the time. He would be aware of your presence at his side.”

Kirk did not need to ba told twices He sat by Spock’s bed, and holding
his hand tight, willed the Vulcan to live, He thought that a faint pressure
gripped his hand in response, and the deterloration slowed, then reversed,
Was it enough, however?

"Canit you help him telepathically?’ Kirk asked Syvik.

"] have done so, Mr. Kirk," assured the doctor. "ihere is little else
I can dou"

: McCoy came in to relieve the Vulcan doctor, and sald to Kirk, "from
what I have observed, Jim, the Captain wants desperately to live, He knows
that if he dies you'll blame yourself bscause your brother's hand killed
hime We all know how remarkable his will power is,; but I have the feeling
he can do with all the help he can get,"

After such words ncthing could have moved Kirk from Spock's side,
except for absclutely necessary ship's business; only taking time to eat
or sleep on doctorts orders, the First Officer kept vigil beside his
Captain with unfailing care.

Signs of amelioration were becoming more obvious until the day when
Spock enterad the hea-ing trance, On that day Dr., Syvik, his wvoice not
guite steady for once, turned to Kirk.

"The Captain will live, Mr., Kirk. He ds off the denger list."

Firk wanted both to laugh and to cry, After the strain of the last
few wechks, the relief was too much., The First Officer had to give way, and
collapsed by his Captainis bed, shaken by uncontrollable sobs of reaction.
The nightmare had ended,

Ora P hc’ld lt?
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It was about a day out from Starbase 1 that Spock came out of the
healing trance, and Kirk did not envy the doctors, who had the task of
nitting the still-weak Captain, At last the dark eyes opened, and sought
at once for Kirk.

"ielcome back among the living, Captain.! Kirk kept his voice firm
with an effort,

The dark eyes fastened on him, and the First Officer was taken aback
to see hesitation, oven fear, before the usual impassivity took over,

"L appreciated your help, Jim," murmured Spock in a very weak voice,
Turning to the doctors the Captain added his thanks and tried to get up,
only to fall back, so digzy that he nearly lost conscicusness,.

"Captain,® Dr. Syvik remonstrated sternly, "your place is in bed at the
moment, nowhere else,"

THow long?® asked Spock, hiding dismay with difficulty,

"Depending on progress, you need at least one more Week in sickbay,
followed by howe leave for cotiplete recovery," '

"Then it is gratifying to know tha® my ship will be in good hands,"
sald Spock, his eyes on Kirk as though asking.

"I promise to take care of the knterprise to the best of my ability,
Captain,™ Kirk promised, vondering why he had had to say it,

Leaving Swnock to rest, Kirk made his way back to his cabin. The doctors
had agreed with him that the Vulcan should not be told of the coming Court
of Enquiry, as he was not yvet strong enough for anything to do with work,

As he walked along thz corridor Kirk began to think seriously about
the Enquiry for the first time, his mind free from worry about his Captain
at last,

This also involved recalling past events, and the death of his brother.
As he settled on his bed Kirk felt anything but restful, The fact that he
was a murderer , and the murderer of his brother, suddenly came home to him,
He had not been forced to kill, yet he had, deliberately, Vulcans were right,
emotions were dangerous!

Renembering Vulcan bhelief in very cloge FTamily ties, the PFirst Officer
wondered 1f his Captain would still think him worthy of friendship., To a
Vulcan, a man who had killed his own brother must be particularly repellent,
llo wonder Spock had shown hesitation and fear on sesling him when he came
to! Kirk also understocd now the new reserve he had noticed among the
Valean crew, as though they were no longer sure of him., Clearly they also
felt that a man who had killed his brother might not be worthy of trust
and loyalty, when the need to kill had not even existed, The phaser could
have been used on stun just as effectively, and Spock would still have
been freecd, Fortunately, Xirk did not have much time to dwell on such
dismal thoughts; the Entervrise arrived at Starbase 1 shortly after,

Once orbit was established Kirk received orders to report to Commodore
Lufev, an Andorian otfiicer he had met before, Andorians aiso had a strong
sense of family honcur, if perhaps less than Vulcans, and the First Officer
understocd by now that an alien court might condemn his actions and
recommend sanctions. No wonder Dre. Syvick and McCoy had warned him! He
beamed down as ordered and faced the Andorian, giving a pefect salute,

"At ease. Sit down, Mr. Kirk, You know why you are here. Firsty, I have
to tell you that your rank of Commander, and your appointment as Firsgt
Officer of the Znterprise, have been temporarily suspended pending the
result of the Court of BEnquiry."

Kirk knew, but it hurt to hear it made official just the same,
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#You may choose an advisor for your defence, and call whoever you
wish to testify. The enquiry is scheduled to start tomorrow. Any objection?"

"o, sir, The sooner the betterds®
Wery wells Now report to the Head of Security.!

Wondering how many officials he would have to face, Kirls complied
with the order and found two officers expecting him, one Vulcan and one
Terran., The Vulcan was the Starfleet Head of Security, and he introduced
the Farthman as Colonel Raldan, Head of Barth Intelligence. It was the
Human who wanted to ask questions, and the Vulcan sat discreetly in the
background, but he was openly listening.

"First let me show you this piece of news, Mr. Kirk," said the
Colonel, handing over a report. Kirk scanned it quickly. It was an official
statement by the Party to the effect that the kidnapping and torture of a
Vulcan Starship Captain was not in any way connected to them. It was a
purely private affair they had no hand inj Sam Kirk had left the Party =2
couple of years ago, and had not joilned agalin.

T don't bhelieve itiM exclalmed Kirk.

Mihich is no help at all,™ sald the Colonel in a very cold voice. WMy
officers are interrogating your prisoners, but with little hope. From
preliminary reports, they are inuccent.”

"My brother must have had accomplices for the kidnapping at leasti®

"Of course, but the whole affalr was presented as a joke to be played
on aliens.!

Kirk listened to the clever way his brother had enlisted the help of
nis colleagues for getting the torture room ready, telling them it was
meant to shock the peaceful natives by the discovery of such a thing in
their newly discovered city. Then the kidnapiing had been presented as a
lark, a light-hearted revenge on an alien, meant just to give him a fright
for a short whiles No-one had seen the Securlty Chief being wounded - San
must have managed that himself. The helpers had laft Sam and the unconsc-
ious Spock at the entrance to the underground city, and had been handed
fake orders to do a survey a long way from camp. They had been safely out
of the way by the time the search had started,

WThere is no reason to suspect they are not telling the truth, M
added the Colonel. WA lie detector has been used, This leaves the Party
as white as the driven snow - a situation the Darth Govenment and I deplore
whole-~heartedly, If your brother was still alive we could have made him
tell the truth and perhaps discredited the Party in the syes of many
people. Why did you kill him, iHr. Kirk?t

"] was shocked and very upset. I couldn't help it, sir," replied
Kirk, hoping that an Barthman would understand how he had felt,

Myould you be prepared to repeat that statement under a lie detector?®

WVes, certainiy,™ Kirk said indignantly. "What are you driving at,
agiret

"vou could have killed your brother to stop him from talkinge"

Mfliogical,” said a Vulcan voice before Kirk had time to protest
with all the anger he folt, "Captain Spock is alive, and will racover,"
explained the Head of Starfleet Security. "Had Mr. Kirk killed his brother
to silence him, and to gain the Captaincy as per the Party's original
plan, he would have made sure first that the Captain was dead, or would
die,™

"Phe best laid plans do go astray the Colonel urged, "and Captain
Spock's recovery was very uncertain for a long time,"
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"True," admitted the Vulcan, whose name was Commodore Sanyka

"You'll be saying next that I'm responsible for the whole thingi®
exclaimed Kirk, andgry and upset, "I folled the Party!'s plan once - why
should I go along with an even worse onef?h

"You coulcd have foiled one plan to galn the Vulcans'! confidence," the
Colonel pointed out, " and gone along with the second to gain Captaincy.
That was the reason why you Jjoined the Party.®

"The Party condemned me to deathin
Wofficiallys It could have bzen a rusce,M

It makes sonme sense, for someone who doesn't know me, thought #irk,
nauseated at the idea that anyone could think him so vile,

"The brother of a sadistic torturer could be a devious and treacherous
officer," added the Ccolonel. "You didn't have to kill, yst you did,®

This was far worse than wirk had feared. He was actually in danger of
Losing his carseer, being dishonoured and subject to severe sanctions. If
this ocourred Sam would have won, he would have succeeded in wrecking his
carcer and feparating him Ifrom Spocke. The thought made Hirk react with
determinntion; he had to fight his brother’s shadow to the end.

"We found this carefully hidden in your brother's house on Rarth," the
Colonel continued before he could speak., "Please listen." Raldan inserted
a tape into the player on the desk,

What now? Kirk wondered, Lven dead, Sam can't .leave me alone.

The tape began.

"If you hear th1s, Jim, it means that evaryihing went wrong, and I am
dead, Yet I planncd it =ll so welll And I <id it all alone - I don't need
the Party to help my brother, my brilliant brother who wanted so much to be

ca Starshilp Coptailn..., Yes, I knw, I tried to stop you long ago, and I
regret it. I came to realise how badly I had behaved, and what better way
to make amends than to help you get what you want most, That Vulcan Captain
is in your way - wore, he has cleverly taken over your mind, made you
think you only want to be fMrst Officer. He took you away from your family,
your race, your friends, your beliefs; he mads you into a2 man who is no
longer my brother. L1711 make him pay for his crime, and you'll be free of
him, Tven 1f I die he'll be dead too, and you'll have his Starship. Best of
Juck, Jim."

o

The tape ended. Kirk had listened, incredulous at first, then sickened
by the hatred in Sam's volce vhen he mentioned Spock. Had his brother
really wanbted to save him? Or had 1t been msroely an excuse to kill a hated
alizn? A stratagem to exonerate the Party? He would never know,

YWell, Commander, you must be pleased thal the tave tends to confirm
your inunccencs," sald the Colonel, "However, the wora of a man like your
N 5 - 3
brother can easily be doublted, Have you anything to say?

"Can my word be doubted, sir?® asked Kirke. "On my honour as a Starfleet
officer, I'm launccent of any part in ny breother's crime, and I cannot find
it in me to regret having killed him - although T'm sorry in that he was
more valuable alive than dead... he could have implicated the Party,n

"Dows that satisfy you?! asked Commodore Sanyk.

"I mugst admit it has the ring of truth, although [ will expect
Commander Kirlk to repeat his statement under a lie detector. Humans have
not Vulcan honesty. It is, however, most unfortunate that the Party has
once again wrigeled out of one of its most dastardly crimes.!

"Thon the Party was responsiblel" Kirk exclaimed,




"We have no doubt of it, Mr., Kirk," assured the Farthman, "and your
brother was used for its own ends. We cannot prove it, however, and many
people will believe the Party's denial.m

"Some won't," replied Kirk. "But I can see now why you hoped I was

o

also invelved. You could have got at the Party through me."

That was my intention when I came to the Starbase," the Colonel
admitteds "ily hope was badly shaken when I bagan my investigation, hut I
had to see for myself !

Before Kirk had time to ask about that remark the Colonel turned to
the Vulcan, apologised for using his office for so ilong, and left after
instructing Kirk to report to the interrogation room in an hour to tape
his statement.

Mo you know what he meant, sir?" Kirk asked Comrmodore Sanyk,
8

"Tes, Mr, Kirk, and there is no reason why you should not be told,
Colonel Raldan saw Admiral Sarek on his arrival, to convey a message from
the Barth Government deploring the attack on his sone. Ee also explalined
his theory about your involvement, The Admiral stated in no uncertain terms
that his idea was illogical. His scn was a Vulcan, and could not be deceived
by someone with whom he had melded, and whor he considered a friend,"

"Then you believe I'm innocent," said Kirk, moved,
"Wo, Mr, Kirk, you are guilty - of nurder."

The emotionless statement had the effect of a cold shower, and Kirk
shuddered inwardly,., Would his brother never leave hin alone, even novw he
was dead?

Moes that mean the end of my career, sir? Please anser me honestly -
sorry, you would anyway,™ he added hastily.

"It is not up to me to decide, or to pass judgement," was the nonw
commital replye.

that's the troubie with Vulcans, thought Kirk, You can never be sure
¢f what they feol - 0or 1f they feel anything at all .

"I understand that I'm considered a murderer, and see why the Vulcan
crew might feel they can no longer trust me.h

M owould suggest that your judgement is at fault theree. No Vulcan
officer would feel alt liberty to pass judgement either. T beligve that what
you sensed was not lack of trust, but puzzlement that a man to whom they
owed loyally could be the murderer of his own brother "

"Yes, I can understand that. Thank you, sire."

"Extreme Human emotions arg often difficult for aliens tc understand,
Mro, Kirk, Remember that at the Court of Enquiry,"

Kirk reported to the interrogation room to make his statement as
ordered, and found Colonel Raldan locking not at all happy.

"I'm not sure that there's any point in your statement under a lie
detector, Mr, {irk,"

gipon

"'ve just received a report from Zarth to the effect that the Party
may have discovered a drug which nullifies the lie detector. That's all I
needed to make my work impossiblet?

"he drug could be discovered by doctors, sir,®

"Maybe, The Goverament Reacarch Lab is working on it,"
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WThat means the other Humans who helped my brother could be Party
members, sir,"

"No, I don't think so. The Party wouldn't have risked the chance of
being accused - they werc probably innccent dupes, It's always the same,
dead ends everywhere! But there's no reason for you tc share my problems,
Get on with the statement,m

Kirk complied, after which he asked the Colonel, "Does this mean I'm
under suspicion again, sir?® ‘ '

Raldan sighed. "Quite frankly, at this moment I'm ready to suspect
anyone. And perhaps there will always bhe a doubt about you."

WSir, I've been condemned to death by the Party," Kirk protesteqd,
Yand Admiral Sarek told you that I couldn'it have decelved his son."

"Ihe first could have been a blind. As for the secondeess I've no idea
how telepathy works ~ the Party could have discavered a defence against it,
for ail I know. However, the Rarth Govermment will ablde by whatever
ruling the Court of ¥Enquiry gives.,"

Kirk beamed back aboard the Enterprise feeling very unhappy. That was
all he needed -~ a vpermanant suspiclon that he was working for the Party on
the one hand, whilc the Party had condemncd him to death on the other!

Mr. Salyk, who was now acting commanding officer, informed him that
Admiral Sarek was oh board to visit his son; Kirk went to Mc¢Coyls small
office and described his interviews,

"Youtll need all the help you can get, Jim," McCoy said morosely.
"ot all aliens and not all Barthmen will believe that you were not to
hlame cne way or the other.M

8T know! I'm a murderer, thanks to my brother - he's always been the
curse of my life,' Kirk sald bitterliy. '

"lherets no such thing as a curse," protested HcCoy in a severe tone.
"our birother is dead, and you're free of him nowe"

UT wonderiiht

The intercom bleepeds Commander Kirk was asked to see Adniral Sarek
in Dr, Syvik's office. Only Spockfs father was present; and Kirk thanksd
him for his statement to the Chief of Zarth Intelliigence,

"I only told the truth, Hr, Kirk., I am gratified that you kept the
news of the enquiry from my son - he is far from recovered,™

Kirk agreed, He had seen Spock only that morning bvefore beamlng down,
and had been worried by the Vulcan's listlessness, and the difficulty his
Captain had shown in simply recognising him, Dr. Syvik had explained that
the struggle for survival had been very hard, and after-effects of
extreme tiredness and low vitality were tc be expected.

"I am concerned avout the enquiry, Mr. Kirk," continued Sarek. "I am
naoturally disqualified from being a member of the Court, but I am free to
act in any other capacity. Should ay testimony be of any assistance, do
not hesitate tc asl."

"ihank you, sir. I'm very grateful.”

My son would wish it. It is perfectly logical to want to retain the
services of a good Starflect officer.

Kirk hesitated, but felt he had to asks "Sir, do you nersonally
understand that I could not aveid killing my brother?®

Mot entirely, Commander," replied Sarek with typical Vulcan honesty.
"pAlive, your brother might have been very useful in discrediting the Party."”
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I know that now, and I regret it, sir,"

"However, I am familiar with extreme Human emotions. My marriage to
an Earthwoman exposed me to quite a variety."®
"I can understand what kindi"

My wife nearly killed my would-be assassin during our first public
appearance as husband and wife," explained the Admiral, "I had to try to
understand then, or our marriage would have been a hopeless failure,"

Kirk could pguess al the stresses both partners had had to contend
with,

"There was also disapproval on Vulecan," added Sareks "I had broken
with Tradition to an unprecedented extent, However, problems of the past
are dirrelevante I bhelieve the correct thing to say, in Barth terms, is :
Good luck tomorrow, Commander,"

"Thank you, sir. One last question : Does or wiil my Captain under-
stand?h

"l regret that I connet answer for my son, Mr, Kirk. He is in no
state to discuss anything, and Dr. Syvik has advised that his howme leave
should be spent in the fawily circle only, with as little reference as
possible to his ordeal.t”

"Wes, of course. Sorry I asked, sir.t
] ¢

Kirk went to his quarters in a scmbre mocd., Dr. Syvikis advice meant
no referonce to Sam, and perhaps no menticn of Kirk himself. That was
perfectly understandable -~ it could not have been pleasant for Spock to be
faced with a sadistic torturer who 8o ¢losely resembled his First Qfflicert
The fact that Adwmiral Sarsk seemed to be on his side helped, however,
Perhaps Spock would understand too. But he wished he knew what his Captain
was thinking.

The Captain left that same day for Vulcan accompanied by his mother on
a special flight arranged by Starfleet; Admiral Sarek was to join them
as soon as possible, Kirk was glad to see him go, for it meant that Spock
could not possibly be bothered by the enquiry, for he would know nothing
of it,

Dro McCoy beamed down with Kirk to the enquiry, though he would be
allowed intc court only to give his evidence., The doctor was relieved that
his friend was determined to defend himself, and fight for his rank and
position. The Court consisted of one Andorian Admiral and two Tellerite
Commodores, which made Kirk wonder if the Vulcans had purposely kept away,

Having decided not to have an adviser, Kirk stood alone facing his
judges. Anyone could be called, or offer, to give testinmony.

The Andorian opened the trial by stating Starfleetfs pleasure at
Captain Svock's escape from a horrible death; in view of events, however,
it was perhaps to be reconsidered whether a close Human/alien alliance was
desirable., Regpardless of Kirk's real part in the affair, ht was -~ though
indirectly - resuvonsible for it.

Theytll condemn me for being the Captain's friend next? thought Kirk,
understanming that the Admiral had probably been against the experiment to
prove Humans trustworthy.

The trial soon hinged on whether the alien court could accept that
Kirk had killcd becauss of his extreme emotion at his Captain's ordeal, and
for no other reason. McCoy's testimony, being from a Human doctor, helped.
Dre. Syvilk and the senior Vulcan officers stated that Kirk's loyalty to
Spock had never been doubted since his prowmotion, although they admitted
that they could noit understand what had made Kirk kill when there was no
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necessity for 1t, and when a live Sam would have been far more useful than
a dead one,

Sarek's testimony had the most lmpact, being from the father of the
victim, and Kirk was convinced that it influenced the court in his favour.
His brilliant career was also invoked; as well as his rapid promotion,
proof of his Captain's trust,

Finally the Court decided that to deprive Starfleet of Kirk's services
would be a mistake. While they could not understand extreme Human emotion,
they had to aduit its existance, and to accept that it could cause murder,

However, the Court was not happy at the way Captain Spock's life had
beer endangered by his close contact with Humans, and recommended that the
Interprise experiment be followed. closely so that it could be halted should
it be deemed necessary. ‘

"In other words," Kirk said bitlerly to McCoy in the privacy of his
guarters after the hearing, "all that has happened in the past has been
erased. Spock and I have to prove all over again that a Vulcan/Human
association can work. Sam has won a victory after all.®

"Then it's un to you and Spock to be the next victors, Jim., What you
did once, you can do again,™ assured McCoy,.

Could they? Could Sam's shadow ever disappear completely, and the two
officers go back to a close understanding?

Kirk hoped 80, but he could not be surs, Perhaps bis brother could
hurt him even more now thet he was deads idrls did not know how or why, but
he had the feeling that Sam wasn't finishec With him yet - and he could not
be sure who would finally win,

PART 11 : BREACH,

One good effect of Sam's crime was that it horrified the Farth
Government into stating ovenly that they didnot believe the Party's denial
of involvement, and condomned whole-heartedly men nrepared to go to such
lengths to achieve their obhjectives, It was made clear frow then on that
the Party was outside the law, which led some people to question the
vallidity of their beliefs at last.

Before leaving Colonel Raldan had called Xirk and warned him not to
set foot on Barth. He had explained that whils the government accepted the
verdict of the Court of Inguiry, they could not be absolutely sure of his
innocence; the future would show if their suspiclons were justified or not.
In the meantime Iirk was officially condemned to death by the Party, and
the Farth Folice did not want the job of having to protect him at all times,
varticularly since the nesd for nrotection might be a btlind.

"Mow that I have met you, Commader," the Colonel had added, "I am
reluctant to believe that you are playing sowme vile game, However, my
superiors do not know you, and they consider you still suspects In any case,
for you own safety you are better off away from Narth - even Police protec-~
tion is no guarantee against a determined assassing!

Eirk had been forced to agree, but the conversation nad left a bitter
taste in his mouth., The knowiedge that he might never be fres to return to
Barth was unpleasant, and made him fe-l like =« renegades Would he ever see
his home world again? With his usual courage, however, Kirk reacted against
the temporary depression, He had kept his rank and position - that was the
main thing for now,
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Aboard the Enterprise, which was undergoing a complete overhaul while
Spock recovered, Kirk wes aware that while some Humans, like Scotty and
Chekov, had been won over, others remained indecisive, and many condemned
the murder of a brother for the sake of an alien. Now-one could say that
the crew was united yet by any means, :

The Vulcans had accepted Kirk's reinstatement with equanimity, but
the First Ofiicer was sure that they also condemned him, though they were
too polite to show it. The main factor, however, would be Spock's attitude
when he returned to duty, and the kind of relationship he would have with
his First Officer.

Now that lthe enguiry was over Kirk was able to think about this freely,
and could not help wondering if his Captain would ©ind his crime so
horrible that he would not want to continue their friendship. It made Kirk
very bitter, and he was aware thalt for the first time since the beginning
of their frisndship he was apprehensive about meeting Spock,

MicCoy gluessed a Little of what was going on, but was not sure howhe
could helpe Yn the day before the Captain's return, he went to see Kirk,

“Jim, 1f things are differente.. I mean, Lf the Captain seems .
different... you'll have to be patient,’

"Phat 1'g that supposed to mean?"
",ook, this is strictly belween usees”
"Wes, yes -~ go onif

"Dr. Syvik is worried about the Captain., He didn't tell me anything,
you understand, but,.. [ know he contacted Starflect, and made them
assure him that the Captain was fully fit. He's alsc scheduled him for
more freguent medical checks."

Why? He told me that 3Spock would recover complsetely.®

Wphysically, Yese. FPsychelogically may bz another matter, Imagine for
a minute what he must have gone through. Your brother must have sald
things about yoUsaee"

"m sure he didi Spock wouldn't believe themi®

"o, he wouldn't; but he had to accept that your brother was an evil
person - and of course he had to accept the fact that you killed. Also,
the ordeal he went through must have weakened his Vulcan control for a
while, and he may over-react as a consequence, be even nore Volcan,®

"Yes, that makes sense," Kirk admitted, not adding that what he
feared most was the possibility of Spock's rejaction of any ties with a
murderer,

"You've been affected too, Jim, You've become insecure, worrled,
unsure of the future. You let your brother overshadow you - and now that
he's dead he's still doing so.™

R cant't wipe cut the past yet, Bones. It's too recent,”
"] know, Both you and the Captain necd time and patience. Remember
that, and make allowances."

Kirk nodded uncertainly, even more worried, He had the sudden feeling
that he was going to meet a stranger, not his Captain.

The next day the First Officer made a thorough inspection of the
ship to make sure it would satisfy even Spock's critical eye. Afterwards,
it was time to go to the hangar deck to welcome the Captain, who was
coming aboard in Sarekis shuttlecraft,.

When the Admiral stepped down first Kirk saluted and apologised for the

o
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lack of honours gxplai ning that no-one had known he was comi NZe The. .
3 P T .
apo}_og.!;y was brushed aside.

"7 am not here in an offlicial capacity, Comnander, buil simply as
Spock's father., She who is my wife i1s also here., We wish tc see Dr, Syvik
for a short time,”n

Amanda stepped forward to join her husband, and Kirk noticed her
drawn featuras, She was clearly worried about something - or someone., Her
son? Mr. Salyk took charge of the couple to lead them to sickbay as the
Captain stepped down in turn,

Quite unconsciously, Kirk had adopted a very reserved attitude., He had
no intention of embarassing Spock if he did not wish to renew his friend-
ship with a murderer, He was a little reassured, however,to see That the @
Captain seemed perfectly fit, and hls usual impassive self.

It was when his gaze met Kirk's that the First Officer knew, Without
being conscious of it before, Kirk had become used to seeing a slight
softening of the cold attitude when his Captain looked at him, Now, the
gaze remained cold and sxpressionless, as though facing a stranger,

"I trust that everything is.in order aboard, Mr. Kirk?"

"Wes, Captain," replied Kirk with an impeccable salute, "If you would
care to ses for yourself...?"

"ater, Please ask the senior officers to asscmble in the briefing
room, " )

Kirk transmitted the order and followed Spock out of the hangar deck;
it was natural for them to go tc the briefing room together, Spock remal-
ned silent, making the First Officer feel uncomfertable and sure that his
fear had been correct - Spock despised him., Or was he still unwell?
Sarek's visit..es

UCaptain,® he asked hesitantly, "I trust that you are recovered? Your
parents' visit to Dr. Syvike.."

"purely tc humour my mother, an over-emotional Barthwoman,' repliled
Spock in a cold voices "I am perfectly fit, or I would not have bhoen
allowed to return to duty.”

That made sonse; a Starship Captain had to be 100% fit, The tone of
voice had not encouraged further counversation, so Kirk remained silent,
awvare of a lack of rapport with the alien who had meant so much to him,
In the 1ift the First Officer was able to observe how the Vulcan stood
very straight, tall and distinguished, the stern features frozen into a
mask of complete impassivity which reached even the eyes, making their
gaze particularly chilling.

Kirk felt wmiserable, and had to make an effort to appear normal when
they entered the briefing room. The Vulcan officers golt up and saluted
the Captain with theilr ususal impeccable style.

"AL cage. Sit down, Genllemen."

They compliecd as lr. Salyk said respectfully, Mhay I say how gratif-
ied we all are to have you-'in command again, Captain,"

"Phank you, Hre. Salyk, I shall want a report from cach of you as to
the crew!'s present frame of mind - and I mean the whole crew, !

Tt will be on vour desk by tomorrow, Captain,™ Kirk promised.

"Phank you, Mre Kirke Now to the aim of this meeting, As you all
knovw, I made a request to Starflect for a relaxation of sdme of the
discipline aboard, such as the conlnual saluting of the Captaine. I urged
that it could contribute to the success of the expoerimont.”

nit was agreed that it was worth a try,™ said Kirk.
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- "Correct, Mr, Kirk. However, in view of recent events, Starfleet has
refused the dlSpcnbatwon. I have also been advised to reinforce discipline
and increase The Security force aboard."

"Advised or ordered, sir?V asked Mr. Sirake

"Starfleet expects advice to be LOlJUWLd as you know," replied Spock.
"However, the eXLChL to which I do so is Lleft to my discretion in accord-
ance with the privilages granted to Starship Captains. Any comment?!

"It may be wise to have closer security around yourself, Captain,®
sald Mre Senak, the Chicf Engineer. "We nearly lost you twice, and other
attempts could be made,

UL refuse to circulate aboard my own ship with a security escort,
stated Spock with calm authority, "and I also refuse to increase the
Security Leam. Such measures are dictatorial, and unlikely to lead to
better relations. Any other comment, partlculmrly about the discipline?™

"ie have no cobhjection to a stricter discipline, Captain,™ said lire
Sirak, Mand for my part I never saw anything too extreme in having to
Dalutﬂ a man T respects!

Migreed, " gald Mr. Salyk shortly.

"Ihank you, Gentlemens Mr, Kirk, what about the Human crew?™

"As they resent the discivline anyway, it won't matter if it is rein-
forced, Captain,! replied Kirke.

"In that case I will be able to follow at leoast half of Starflieet's
advice, which might satisfy them for the present,.h

Spock signalled the end of the meeting, and the officers left as

Sarek and Amanda came in to say goodbye. Kirk was the last to leave, and
heard Amanda's plea.

"Teke care, Spocka."
Miother, I am no longer a child,"

"A c¢hild? You were never a child, Spock," answsered Amanda, with a
catch in her voice.

Kirk left hurriedly., He had no right to near any more, but the words
lingered in his wmind as he went to the bridge. Jow could a child never be
a c¢hild? Spock was half-Human - how did he manage? At what cost? Kirk
could not gucss, but it remined him again that his Captain was an alien,

As the Enterprise left Starbase 1 for her next mlﬁslun, no-one could
think of Spock as bﬂlng anything but Vulcan.

And who c¢an blame him, thought Kirk bitterly, when being Human means
you can kill wyour brotherQ

His Captain was far too polite to show any open contempt or dislike
for him, but his attitude to Kirk was now the same as towards his other
officer : remote, aloof, strictly formal, Their friendship might never
have existed, Time had gono backwards.

S0 Sam has won! reflected Kirk miserably, taking refuge in his
guarters arter a chllllng pame of chosse It had taken place in the recrea-
tion area, the first geame since Spock's return - and perhaps the last
Not one word had been exchanged, and the Captain had won with an ease that
had humiliated the First Officer. The Vulcan was not bothered by any
emotional upset as Kirk was, that was clear,

Without his heing aware of it, Kirk's attitude to Spock had become
even more formal and reserved than at the start, The First Officer felt
sure that the Vulcan condeunned a murderer, and perhaps even doubbed his
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loyalty, when he had shown no sense of loyalty towards his own family. The
Vulcan sense of family unity would never alilow him to understand,.

McCoy had remonstrated with Kirk, "He let you help him in sickbay,
Jime"

"He wasn't well then, Bones.,” And the doctor had to admit that it
could be so, which ddn't help,

Now Spock's extrome Vulcan attitude widened the gap between them, a
gap Kirk could not cross, although he tried once, in a feeble attempt that
met with a very abrupt answer.

"I have no wish to discuss the past, Mr. Kirk, and I am sure that you
have not, cither,™

The First Officer had not persisted, hurt by the rejection, and more
and more conscious of his brother's victory, Sam had killed his friendship
with 8pock - he had won, even in death, Kirk felt desperately alone, a
loneliness all the more bitter because 1t came aftcer the rewarding compan-
ionship he had so recently enjoyed.

Right! thought Kirk, influenced by his wretchedness. If Spock deesn't
care, T'll show him that I don't care eitheri I'll be ag smotionless as he
id,

The other Vulcans maintained their usual attitude, but the First
Officer thought he could scnse a new reserve and coldness in them, This
pleased Xirk's enemios among the Human crew - it served the First Officer
right for choosing alicns,

The result was that Kirk, isolated and miserable, had no compunction
in enforcing the hard discipline recommended by Starflect. The Vulcans
were right, emotions only led Lo niserya.

¥McCoy watched, and could not think how to help. He sugpested leave,
suspecting that his friend had been under too much stress and nceded a
rest, Kirk reofused with such vehemence that the doctor did not like to
insist ~ and besides, even on leave, in the mood he was 1n Kirk would only
continug to brood,

S0, though he could see, and disliiked, the change in his friend, there
was little McCoy could do. The First Cfficer had become insecure, unhapoey,
bitter, cynical, and hard on tho Human crew, compensating for his insccurity
by over-scverity. He was in & particularly dejcclted mood when he caught
sight of Chekov finishing a check in auxiliary control.

Mre Chekov, shouldn't you have finished this at least ten minutes
age?h

"Wes, sir, but I stopped to help an cunginecr with the removal 0fsea"

MWagnathat part of your duty?”

-

"Wo, sir, but it saved calling scmeone up from Fngineering to assist..

"The Captain wanted you on the bridge ten minmutes ago, You will
report to him there now, and confine yourself to quarters at the end of
your spell of duty.®

"But siresst

"o arguements, or I'1l increase the sanctionese"

Kirk stopped, awarc that Chekov was staring over his shoulder at
somethinge. He whirled round and saw Spock standing by the door watching
and listeninge. Unaware of how long the Vulcan had been there, Kirk saluted
a second after Chekov did, which did not help his mood, but he remaimned
silent, .

"Ensign, report to the bridge,™ ordered Soock. "Mr, kirk, plcase
follow me to my guartcers,"
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"Captain, please,™ sald Chekov, " did askees'

"I know, Ensign, You will use your confincment to guarters to further
your studies,"

"Thank you, sir." The Ensign saluted smartly and Yoft, Kirk followed
JOuU,
Spock in silcnce,

Once inside his cabin Spock reprimanded Xirk in no uncertain terms
for excessive severity. Chekov had asked the Captain's permission first,
However, Spock had waited until they wers alone to reprimand his Iirst
Officer, something Kirk could not arpreciate in his mood.

"I'm only following orders, Captain, and enforcing discipline, Chckov
did not tell me that you gave permissiong™

"Because you did not let him speak, Mr. Kirk,"
"Humans are good at giving excuses, most of which have no value,"

Spock had sat down and was watching him attentively. "What are you
trying to prove, Mr, Kirkeh

"I don't understand, Captain,m

"What are you trying to prove by your excessive severity? Do you not
think it might upset the Human crews"

"Humans are easily upset, not having any emotional control. It might
interest you to know that T!'ve come to agree with the Vulcans - emotions
arc dangerous, and should be eliminatedJn

"Tou arc sick, Mre. Kirk, Report to sickbay,'" ordered Spock.

"What? You've said often enough how bad cmotions are, and you'd be
horrified if a Vulcan showod any,."

"4 Vulcan showing emotion, uniess under unbearable stress, would be a
sick Vulcan, Humans, however, do not ssem to be able to léve without
eotion. Consequently, a Human without emotions is a sick Humane Report to
sickbay - that is an order "

Kirk obeyed, although he disliked medicals. As he had cxpected, Dr,
Syvilk pronounced him physically fit.

"Phank you, Doctor. I'11 tell the Captain and return to duty.®

"Not yot, Mr. Kirk, Plecase sec Dr. McCoy. I will make iy own repcrt to
the Captain.® .

Kirk found McCoy in his office and sat down, "Well, Bones?®
"You should have leave, Jim, as I told you beforee™
"That's a joke! I can't go to Earth, remember?®

There arec other worlds besides Barth. Think about it, Pre Byvik will
recommend to the Captain that you go on loave,!

"I don't want to go on leavelh

"Jlm, be reasonable! After what's happoned it's perfectly natural to
need a break, if only = short oneJ"
as possible,he reflected, I won'tit miss much, it's only routinq assiganents
gt the moment, I'd be back in"time for the space exploration MASeLon.

!

"I supposc so," agreed Kirk without enthusiasm, I'11 make it as short

That evening the Captain asked him to his quarters and gave him the
sxpectediorder to take loave, .

i regret that you cannct to to Larth,V Snock added. "You will leave
the ship at Syace Station V-10 =2nd get transport to whatever world you
choose,"
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MCaptain, it will take too 1ongé"
"Mywo months will give you nlenty of timeeee"
"Two months! Who sald anything about ftwo months?" asked Kirk, appalled.
"It was the length of time recommended by Dre Syvik, and I agree,"

"Captain, I do not want such a long leaves One month maximum is all
T'11 take.M

"I could make it an order based on medical evidence, Mr. Kirk,"

"Just becavse I was toe hard on Chekove®

MMr, Chelkov is not the only one you have been too hard on, Your
excessive severily is endangering the efficiency of the crow,h

"You gave the order for severe disciplince, Captain.t

"Excess in anything can be dangerous, Mre Kirk. I will not have ny
ship endangerad,”

Kiriky, believing that Spock was referring to excessive cmotions leading
to murder, clonched his fists and fought o sick feeling in his stomach. He
had been right, Spock would never renew a friendship with a murderer.

"Captaing' he said calmly enough, "I'11l ask for a transfer on my
return from lcave,"

MMliogical, Mr., Hirk. Any applicaticn for transfer will be refusede”

Mihy?® oshked Kirk, hope leaping inside him,

"The success of the Dnterprisec experiment requires our collaboraticn,
Commander. We owe it not only to my ship, but to Starfleet and the Federatw
ion, I know where my duty lies, and never thought I would sec the dgy when
I had te remind you of yours, ILs that cleaprgh

"Yesg, sir," repiied Kirk dull his face white,
? E

"You will take one month's leave, I do know that doctors tend to
exaguerate in that divection. I oxpect you tc think about what I have said
while you are on leave, and to return to duty determined to make this
vessel the finest Starship in the Fleets There will be no further mention
of transfoer, Dismissed.M

Kirk left the cabin mechanically and weat to his own liko an automatone
Just as well he was off duty!

McCoy was waiting for him., “im, I've come to tell you that I've put
in a request for leaves.se What's wrong? Sit down! Here, drink this! Now
tell me what happened?"

"Not much, Bones," replied Yirk, taking a deep breath, "I knew really
that Sam had won... Now I know there's no hopcees"

"Explain.™

Birk reported the interview with Svock quite calmly., "In a way,it's a
relief ©o knowe I realise too, that I do need leave, it will give me time
to get used to the idea. The Captain is vight - I have my duty, and I took
an cath, I'1l help him 221 I Colees ONlYesee®

Uonly what?!

"I wish it hadn't been his only reason for refusing the transfer,"
Rirk murmured, his voice tired ahd barely audible,

"Come on, Jim - bed is the place for you."

The First Officer was so exhausted that he fell asleep immediately.
McCoy made surc he was comfortable, then turned to the door and said
aloud, "NWow, Captain, let's see what logic lies behind all this, if any!®
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The doctor huzzed the next-door cabin and entered at Spock's invitat-
ion. He saluted perfectly and waited for permission to speaks The Captain
looked up from his work, and his eyebrow rosc,

"Are you spre you should say anything, Dr. McCoy? It is clear from
your facilal expresszion that little logic will pass your lips at this
moment, There are limits to the allowances I can make for Human emotions"

Although the words wers not intended to calm him, McCoy managed to
speak coherently, if heatedly, about the logic of being hard on officers
who' had been under severe stress for a long time, and who were badly in
need of leave., He also pointed out that Kirk had had to face an enqulry
alone, and keep the ship in shape all the time the Captain was away.

"For all the thanks he got, he might as well not have bethered, sir,"
finished McCoy, out of breath at last,

Spock had listened very calmly, watching the doctor over steepled
fingers.

"To expect thanks for doing one's duty is iliogical, Doctor. However,
your emotional cutburst seems to have helped you, You look much better,
an illogical process which is beyond comprehension,™

"Can't you forget logic for one second, for Jim's sake, Captain?®

"A Vulcan who forgets logic is not sane, Doctor, I fail to mee how
insanity on my part would help Commander Kirk. I have congidered your
application for leave to coincide with Mr, Kirk's, The leave is granted,
Dismissed,M

McCoy saluted and left, biting his lip not to explode with anger,
Once he had cooled down, however, the doctor understood that his applica-
bion for leave could easily have been refused - he had had leave not long
ago on Larth, Yet the Captain had granted it. To help Jim? Or because he
could not think of a logical reason to refuse?

"I wish I understcod your logic, you pointed eared freak of a Captaini®
MeCoy muttered aloud as he prepared for bed., "You're an infurdating alien,
and I wish you weren't quite so dignified whilas you're being infuriatingi®

Rirk duly went on leave with Dr. McCoy to a small world within easy
reach of Space Station V-10. They swam, ate, drank, participated in the
local boat-race, and had a generally relaxing time. The Enterprise and her
Vulcan Captain seemed far away, and Kirk did not mention the ship during
their stay. McCoy wasn't sure whether that was good or bad, but did not
like to mention anything first. His friend was often thoughtful, but never
volunteered any information as to what - or who - he was thinking about,

On their last day McCoy was relieved to see Kirk in high spirits.
"I told you that all you needed was leave, Jim,"

"You were right, Bones; but I couldn't go on leave until the Captain
returnsed anyway, and settled back in. It's a nice feeling, to go back to
such a lovely ship."

Whmm, . oglad to hear it,®
"You like her too - and you love your work, Dones,!

"Yes, of course I dos Dr, Syvik is a damned good doctor, and easy to
work with - easier than His Lordship, I should think,"

"ihat made you call him Lthat again??
U don't knoWese!

"In a way you're right., Time has gone back, although some of the
Human crew are now able o understand and worik with Vulcans, W



"Yes, that'!'s an improvement,?

"Ttm determined to start from scrateh again, and try te forget Sam
and his victory.®

"Good for you! Besides -~ he did only win one battle,"

Kirlt and McCoy rejoined the Enterprise before the space exploration
started. The First Officer settled back into his duties in a relaxed and
eager frame of mind, and it made him realise how right the doctors and the
Captain had besn to send him on leaves His previous troubled and unhappy
thoughts had been due to the stress and aftermath of Sam's crine,

He found that the Vulcan crew was the samec as before, and cooperated
fully with him. The Captain, of course, was still remote and atocf, and
very much a Vulcan, How that Zirk had accepted it, he discovered that he
could collaborate and work in harmony with his superior officer, as he had
done in the past,

The First Officer also began to wonder just what had caused Spock's
extreme Vulcan attitude. McCoy's sugsestion that the ordeal was regponsible
was a possibility, but Kirlk had the feéling that there was mors to it than
that to cause Spock's retreat back into his shell, and his avoidance of
friendship,

Had Sam sald anything? Wo, Spock would hardly have believed him, Had
his Captain been too hurt? Vulcans were able to control some rhysical pain.
The more he thought about it, the more Kirk was convinced that there was
soemthing he could not guess at behind Spock's Vulcan coldness, The feeling
that it might be due to excessive hurt was not a nice thoughts ALl the
First O0fficer could do was to collaborate and help his Captain to the best
of his ability, and hope that one day the mask might =slip.

The: Enterprise was on her way towards uncharted space when there was
a call from Starfleet, A distress signal had been received from an farth
ship manned by miners intent on finding a rich world outside the limits of
charted space. In spite of a warning from Starfleet about the dangers, the
vessel had proceeded into the guadrant assigned to the Enterprime for
exploration, and had found the rich vlanet the sought, the approximate
coordinates of which would be transmitted.

"Their garbled message Was most odd, " added Commodore Lufev, "They
sald they were attacked by Vulcans,!

Mhat 1s not possible, =ir," said Spocit,.

"Agreed,; Uaptain, s0 it may be a case of collective insanity. However,
the fact that they stopped transmitting scor after is not a good omen, We
hope you will be able to clear up the mystery. Take care, Captain - whoever
attacked them could attack you.?

The Entervrise hurried towards her destination at full speed, but once
at the boundary of charted space the Captain ordered a much-reduced speed.
The coordinates given were not far out, and they found the planet, around
which orbited a sutted Rarth ship,

There were no life readings either from the ship or from the settlement
on the planet. A party led by the Coptain explored the dead hulk and found

the log, which stated clearly that the miners were being attacked by Vulcanse

Spock beamed down to the planet with a landing. party and found the
settlement more or less intact, but the Barth miners were dead, each and
overy single one of them,.

"lToric gas, Captain,™ reported bDr, Syvik. "Death was quick and
vpainlesg," S



50

\,\

"They were killed just the same," sald Scotty. "We must find the
murderers,; Captain, Could they have been Wlingons, disguised ag Vulcans?"

"No, Mr., Scotls. This method of killing is not the Klingon way. We are
in uncharted space - this world may have belonged to someone. Further
investigation is necessary."

Little was discovered, though a thorough search was made of the
settlement, Spock, raking a dead fire, found an emblem which represented a
targe bird,

"Does this mean anything on Barth, Mr., Kirk?®
"Ne, Captaine. Not as far as I know."
"Welll take it aboards. Please give the order to beam back."

"Yes, Captain. Those buildings are not standard Earth design, you
know,"

"They are made of standard materials, all available cn Barth,"
reported Mr, Salyk,

"Then it must be a very new cesign."

The landing party beamed back aboard safely and the Enterprise left
crbit to proceed cautiously with the sxploration,.

The Science 0fficer was 1anut1gmt1nb the bird emblem, and came up
with an unexpected answer,

"Captain, a similar desig = was used approximately 5,000 years ago by
a Yulcan trihe,n

"Do you mean to say that Vulc 2ns killed Earth people?™ exclaimed Kirk.
"I can't believe itiv

"It is possible that an offshoot of the Vulcan race settled soﬁewhere
and developed differently from us, Mr, Kirk," said the Captain. "By now,
they would hardly be Vulcans, and have probably adopted another namce!

"Yes, that may be it," agreed Kirk worriedly. "Could I have a word
with you, Captain?t

In the nrivacy of the briefing room the First Officer continued, "I'd
sugzest that we keep this from the Human crew, Captaine. It could create
difficulties.”

"Yeos, 1t could, However, I am reluctant to hide facts from my crew,
even when the evidence is agparently against us. I agree that it could
create a difficult situation, as you say, Hr. €irk, and a real challenge
to our abilities. We shall have to prove that we can handle it,"

Kirk was pleased that his Captain had said ‘we?, It showed that Spock
had noticed his full collaberation, and gppreciated it.

As Birk had predicted,; the rumours about Vulcans having killed the
Tarth miners did not help the situation aboard., Although it had been
e¥plained by Spock himself that even if Vulcans were involved they were
not from his home world, it made little difference to somee A small number
of Humans, led by #McCoy and Scotty, believed the Captain'’s assurance, but
feeling was strong among the Human crew., They wanted the miners avenged,
and the Fnterprise to lock for the killers, A deputation led by Sulu canme
to demand this of the Captain. Kirk, wheo had been warned by Scotty, and
who in turn had warned Spock, was present to support his commanding officer,
The fact was noted by the Humanse.

Spock stated clearly that he was not engaged on a witch-hunt, and
no-one knew why the miners had been kilied, Until all the facts were known,
he would proceed with caution and not act in any way which could involve
tho Federation in a war,
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The Humans grumbled, though not openly tc the Capiain, If it had been
Vulcans killed things would have becn otherwise, was the trend of the
rumours, McCoy and Scotty did what they could te curb tempers and reason
with the malcontents, who fortunately did not dare go bheyond talking, for
the moments It made Kirk hope that they would ncver meet up with the
culprits, or an unpleasant situation could developa

A few days later three vessels were sighted, of unknown design, but
one of them was in the shape of a bird of prey. This vessel was in
difficulty, as the other two ships were firing at her, but no retaliation
Was Seel.

The arrival of the Enternrise changed the situation. Without any
warning the two ships left their target and fired at the iantruder, Their
range proved too short, and Svock ordered a warning shot to be fired just
off target, which proved the Haterprise's range to be better, The aliens,
once aware of that, turned tail and fled,

oo we pursue them, Captaln?! asksd Kirk.

UThere is no need to do so, dr. Hirk. We have no guarrel with them.
The remaining vessel has not taken the opportunity to escape, therefore it
cannot, Full rewnort on her condition, Mr. Salyk."

The Science Ofiicer complied, and confirmed that the alien was in bhad
shape. There was 1ife aboard, but it was obvicus thal she could not go
anywhere without assistance.

N

WALttempt contact, Mr. Somel," ordered Spock, 'Maintain shields and
remain at a safe c¢lstance, Mr., Siral,®

It was a wise nrecaution, because the disabled ship fired at thenm,

“ihere's gratitude for youl"™ exclaimed Firk, '"We make their enemies
run and they attack us,!

Miost dillogical, Mr. Kirk," agreed Spoclk, ‘narticularly when they
need help,”

"I have the allen Captain, sir," calied Mr, Somsk. VOn audio now,"

The screasn showed the other shin's bridge, and the alien facing them
had slanting eyebrows and polnted ears. If the Vulcans were surprised,
the allen was even nore sSo.

"Who are you?" he exclaimed, “You are not Homulansi®

"o, sir," replied 5Spock, "I am Captain Spock, from Vulcan, This is
the Federation Starship Znterprise, on a neaceful space exploration of
this quadrant,"

"You are in Romulan space, Captaln. Such an invasion cannot be
peaceful "

"One ship can hardly be called an invasion, sirs. It secms that other
races 4o not consider this space as yours elthare!

"You mean those Orion pirates who disabled my ship? They won bLecause
they were two to one, and I was walting for them to board before I
destroyed ny ¥essel."

"That does not explain why you fired at us when we put your enemies

to flight.n

T thought you were a scavenger ship, picking up wrecks. I had to
show you I was no such thing. Captain ~ who is that standing next to
you? i

"My First Officer, Comwander Kirk,™ replied Spock.

U150 you Vulcans are friends of those killers! There can be no veace
botveen USeee’
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ngir," interrupted Spock sharply, "the evidence we have points to
your race being the killers. You attacked an farth settlement and destr~
oyed their ship.®

"Because they killed our colonists, Captaiun. Every single man, woman
and child on that planet was slain. The Barth people, as you call them,
wanted the planet's riches, We received a distress call, but arrived too
late, Sc we execuled the murderepg,™

. WThere's no way we can check your story, sir," sald Kirlk, aware
however that the alien's words tallied with what they had discovered.
"There is, Commanders We had left a hidden recorder on the planet, and
the whole thing is on tapels? -

" do not doubt your word, sir," said Spock,'hut T would be grateful
for a copy of that tape for my superiors," ' : ' ‘

TYou want to see if it is faked?! I don't blame jou, Japtaine. A copy
will be transmitted to your shipe. Lf you dontt believe it, you'll destroy
my ship to avenge: the Earth people.™ S '

"o, sire. I[f your tape prdves genuine it will be transmitted to the
Federation Council, who will decide accordingly. In the meantime, do you
need assistance?V

The Romulan Comiander looked incredulous, VAre you insane, Captain?
Do you always hely your enemles?™

" do not understand, sir, I was not awave that we are enenies,"

"You come to claim this quadrant of space which belongs to us, and we
are not enemies?"

8T claim nothing," exvlained Spock patiently, "and the Federation
respects rightful ownership. Let us help you, after which I will report to
my superiors.” '

“Youtd give up without a fight? That Federation of yours must be
casy to conguer? We might try it."

N would not advise it, sir. Far more can often be accompllished
without force. However, you have not answered my guestion. Do you need
assistance?’ '

"You know we do. Then you'll follow us, to discover our home world,m

"You might do the same, sir," sald Lirk.

NThe Earthman.knows how fighting people thinkd Unfortunately, We
could not possibly follow you. We need extensive repairs, and help to
make them because of heavy casualties. What is your price for your assist-
ance, Captain?® -

] do not ask payment for a rescue operation,™ replied Spock, '"rleass
indicate your neocds.'

Wihat a soft man you arel' said the Romulan with contempt, "Yet you
don't look it. T!'d have ashed..s o matter. by Science Officer will
trensmit details of necessary repairs, but we are not stunid, We wilil
only allow one of your men aboard, That iz ny final word."

Wery well, sir. After verification of your tape I will come aboard
your shipe"

"You, Captain? I'd advise you to send the Tarthman, wut it's up to
you"” : ‘ .

w7 will contact you again in approximately two hours to arcange
the details,®

The communication ended, and the senior officers asgembled in the

3
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briefing room to sse the tape and discuss the situation.

Mro. Salyk declared the tape genuine according to their tests, and it
confirmed the Romulan Commander's statement, While the bridge crew agreed
that the alien ship should be helped, fear for the Captain's safety was
voiced by Kirk and by the Vulcans, Spock refused to allow anyone else to
do the job, and gave strict orders that no-one else was to transport to
the Romulan ship, no matter what hapnengd.

"Captain," protested Kirk, "you might be kept there as a hostage."

"I agree it is a possibility, Mr, fdrk,™ replied Spock calnly,., He had
been doing a quick computation, and now turned to the Science Offi cer and
the Chief Engineer, handing them a swmall tape,

"ire Salyk, Mre Senak, will you lock at this and sceif it can be doles
Then organise the equipment to be transported to the Romulan vessel, T will
Join you shortly.n

As the two officers left an angry group of Human crew maumbers erupted
into the briefing room; led by Sulu, they were protesting at the intention
to help the men they thought of as the murderers of the Harth miners. The
First Officer was taking no chances, and pressed the alarm button which
brought Security guards at once.

"Silence!! ordered Spock, hardly raising his volce; but the protesters
became quiet. In a few words the Captailn explained about the Romulan tape,
then turned to his First Officer.

"ay L leave you %to deal with this, Mr, Kirk? I have a few things to
see to before beaming to the Romulan vessel."

"es, Captain -~ and talke care,!

The -Humans did not attempt to stop the Captain from leaving, and Kirk
foliowed him to the door.

h)

"Mr, Kirk," Spock said quietly, "I regret leaving you with a possibly
dangerous situation,®

"on't worry, Captain -~ I'1ll handle it, 4t least I know whalt to
expect, Be careful with the Romulans."

Spock hodded, and Kirk could have sworn there was a softening in his
gaze for a moment, bul he could have imagined it.,

Coming back into the middle of the room te face Sulu and his followers,
the First Officer remembered McCoy's and Scotty's warnings that someone
unknown, probably an agent for the Party,was trying to stir up frouble,

This was a unique opportunity, and the Party could not be expected to give
up easily,

"$it down, Mr. Sulu, and the rest of you," Kirk ordered, "You will sce
the tape for yourselves,!

"That tape could be faked, and you know it, Mr, Kirk," nrotested Sulu,
"The Scilience Lab says it was not," replied Kirk.
"How could they know, when the tape is alien?™ asked an engineer,

"It is true that a remote possibility of error exists," agreed Mr.
Salyk,who had just come in and now stood beside Kirk, "rhe tape will be
further examined at the Research Centre on Starbase 1, where a new method
of testing alicen tapes is being devised., In the meantinme, we have to
assume that it is genuine.?

"practly!" agrecd Kirk, glad of the Vulcan's support." And now that's
enough, You will see the tape for yourselves, then return to vour duties."

And iF we don't?!" Sulu asked with a hint of a sneer,
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Kirk's voice was 1ike the crack of a whip when he answered, "I would:
advise you not to initiate a mutiny, Mr. Sulu., We have a large brig, and
it would accomodate all oi you.¥
UYou wouldn't dare!" said Sulu rather uncerialnlye.
Nipy mell

The two men facoed each other, tense and determined for a second, It
was Sulu who looked away first, although faint mutterings about a Human
taking sides against his own race could be heard from his supporters.

"Mr, Solek," added Kirk, turning to the Security Chief," you will
see to it that these gentlemen watch that tape, them return to duty.ls
that ¢leargt® '

"es, sir. I am sure there will be no trouble," replied the Vulwan,
"Would you like assistance to sit down, Mr. Sulu?'

"o, no," replied Sulu hastily as he took a seat, and everyone else
followed suit.,

The fMrst Ofiicer, reassured by the healthy respect Humans felt when
confronted with Vulcan strength, left the rocm hurriedly with Mr. Salyk to
go to the bridge; he wanted to follow his Captain's progress aboard the
Romulan ship.

"The Captain is transporting now, sir," reported the Chief Tngineer,

"Thank you, ire Senak," sald Kirk, taking the command chair, "Mr,
Somek, maintain contact and communications whatevoer happens. Mr. Saiyk,
try to keep a fix on the Captain at all times,"

The screen 1it up as Spock materialised in the other ship's trans-
porter roomsThe equipment had been beamed over beforehand, and two aliens
were examining it, The Captain stepped down from the pad, to be immediately
surrounded by Romulans, two of whom pressed long, pistol-like weapons to
nis sides Spock tock a step backwards and reached for their necks with
lightnifg spped; the Rowulans collapssd, and the Captain picked up one of
their weapons with an air of interest, The Romulan Conmander and his aides
slowly raised their arms in the air - the weapon seecmed aimed at them.

"T see I was right not to trust you," sald the alien Commander. 'Now
youtll take my ship, of course,"

Spock threw the weapon down and walked up to the Romulan. "Commander,
T find your behaviour totally illogical. I camce here unarmed, To give
assistance you badly need, yet you receive me as an eneny. Why?"

The Romulan Commander was staring at him, clearly dumbfounded.
nTillogical? You are the illogical one, Captain! Yeu had me at your mercy,
and you threw away the chance, Why?"

"Hecause I came specifically to repalr your vessel, T am a Vulcan,
Commander, and honour my word,"

WHe's unarmed, as he says, sir," said a Romulan aide, who had been
alming a scanner al Spock.

"T don't like iti" muttered the alicn Commander, half to himself,

Miay T suggest that you forget your own gtandards?? sald Spock, "I am
an ‘alien, therefore unlikely to behave as you woulde"

A1l right, Captain, we'!'ll play it your way -~ for the moment.!

The repair work started, closely watched by the Commander. Romulan
technology being very similar to that of the Federation, most spare parts
could be easily adapted,

On the bridge of the Interprise, Kirk was becoming nervous, aithough
he did not show ite The danger to his Captain would come when the repalrs
were finished.
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"Mre Salyk, do you still have a fix on the Captain?" he asked,

"Wo, Mr, Kirk, He is practically identical t the Romuland. I am
attempting to pinpoint the difference. !

Aboard the alien ship Spock was addressing the Romulan Commander.
"Your vessel is now operative, sir. You no longer need my assistance,
I will therefore return to my ship,"

"Captaini" exclaimed the Romulan with amazement, "Did you really think
we would let you go? You are our hostage, our guarantee that the Enterprise
does not follow us to discover the coordinates of our home planet, If she
follows, you diel"

"Commander," stated Spock, "I give you my word of honour as a Vulcan,
and as a Starfleet officer, that my ship will not follow you."

The Romulan was clearly impressed by the dignity of this strange

alien whose race of crigin was the same as his - and he did not like
being impressed.

"What would your ship do if we kept you hostage?" he asked,
"Nothings. I gave orders that no-one was to transport here,"
Mhat will you do 1f you get back te your vessell?M

"Return to Federation space in order to report to my superiors, I will
suggest that enveys from your government and mine meet at an appointed
time in orbit of the mining planet, in order to discuss conditions accept-
able to both side for peaceful co-existance,V

"It might work," admitted the Romulane "I wish I did not believe you,
Captain! I always thought that a peaceful man would be a spineless specimen,
yet you came here unarmed, I could never have done such a thing!"

A call came through for the Commander and he listened with attention,
then a sly smile appeared on his features. He erased it quickly.

"May I leave now, Commander?" asked Spocks

"Yes, Captains I toc will report to my superiors."

It was at that moment that Mr, Salyk managed to pinpoint Spock, but it
was no longer necessary; the transporter chief was already beaming the
Captain aboard,

"Well done, Captain!" smiled Kirk as he got up from the command chair
when Spock arrived on the bridge. “WNow we follow the Romulans to discover
thelir home world,™

"Wo, Mre Kirk, We return to Federation space,"

NCaptain! Starfleet will want to know,.."

"I gave my word, Mr. Kirk."

"To an alien? The Romulan Commander would never honour such a promise,®

"Ye do not lknow that, but the matter is irrelevant. You will order a
course for Federation space, Mr., Kirk."

"Captain, please! If your decision is not approved by Starfiecetees"

"I oam well aware of the risk, Mr. Kirk. Proceed,"

Kirk complied with a sigh, wondering what he would have done, Spock
must have had a valid noint, to prove that the Federation could be trusted,
but wouldn't it be better to know where a potential enemy lived? How could
his Captain trust an alien?
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"Y1 do not trust the RomuLanu, Mr, Firk,"™ Snock said quletLy, startling
him; the Captain hagd sensed his thoughts, as in the days when they were
still friends, Even estranged, there was affinity between them,

"iMre Somek," Spock was saying "“open a channel to the Romulan Commanden?
+ " Sp

"I was just going to call you, Captain," smiled the Romulan as his
image formed. "Did you know that our warp drive is now coperational? This
means that We can follow you."

"I 3~oumod that your cngineers would make the attempt, Commander, and
before I left your vesgel I was certain that they hagd s uc@eded."

As the alien gaped in amazement the Captain contin nued, " I have one
recommendation to make, sir. Please do not follow us, for your own safetyl!

Wihat do you mean by thate?t

“Should you attempt to turn your ship arcund, or to follow us in
reverse, your navigation computer will explode,"

A fow gsoconds elapsed before the Romulan could speak through clenched
teeth, "We'll find and correct your sabotagcsse"

"No doubt, sir. But by then it will be too late, Live long and prosper,
Commander,"

The screen went dark as the Enterprise got under way, leaving the
alien ship far behind.

"That was brilliant, Captaini® exclaimed Kirk with a smile,

"the credit is due to Mr. Salyk and Mr, Se nak, who manufactured the
devicelh ,

"The idea was yours, Captain," said Mr, Senak, "Sir, do you believe
that peace will be possible with the Romulang?™
"Yes; provided that they do not think of everyone clse as Romulans,!

"I believe they've noticed tho difference already, Captain,® szid
Kirk with another smile,.

To his disappointment no answering sign came from Svock, no half-smile,
no slight softening of the eyes; yet Kirk could have sworn that earlicrees
And the Captain had sguessed his thoughts... Why this barrier? An impenct-

rable barrier his Captain would not allow him to cross?

I WILL get through to him one day! Kirk vowed, with an effort at hopes

PART 111 : VULCAN CRIME,

On thelr way to Starbase 1 Spock listened to his First Qfficer's
report on the Human crew niembers, who had scemed to quieten down after
the incident in the briefing roomes It was Kirk's opinlon, though, supportod
by MeCoy and Scotty, that one or more unknown Party agents were again
trying to disrupt and influence the Humans. So far, it had been impossible
~to ddentify the culprit.

"It could be a special agent, Captain," Kirk finished, "and it looks
as though Sulu has fallen under his influence and is being used by him,"

"Ihrough belief or fear, Mr., Kirk?" asked Spock,

"Who knows, Captain? Maybe both. There's reason to hope, however - the
nunber of Humans willing to listen te wild talk has fallen, and we can now
count of the support of quite a few sane men.'

What i good ncwu, Mire Kirk, Thank you for your clear and concise
repert. Dismissed.h
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girk stood up, but did not leave. "Captain, may I mention another
matter?®

"Proceede"

"We reach Starbase 1 scon. Should you nced my support or testimony
about the Romulans, I'1l1l be pleased to oblige."

"Although you disagrce with my decision not to pursue the alien
vessel? !

MSir," replied Kirk stiffly, "I will support whatever decision nmy
Captain makes, M

"Thank you for your IOYalty, Mre Kirke I will remember your offer, . . .
should it prove necessary.t

Kirk saluted and left, hiding his disappointment. Spock had remained
the cold, detached Vulcan throughout the interview, The First Officer
fought the dismal thought that perhans Sam had vwon a permanent victory,

He would not let his brother's shadow kill all hope; he had to be patient,
ho matter how hard he found the waiting, and no matter how hard it became
to deny Sam's victory as time passed.

Kirk often sought McCoy's company now, as the only close friend he
had aboard. The dector was not deceived - he knew that the Flrst Officer
was walting, waiting with a patience he had not thought Kirk possessed,

- McCoy did try a few times to get through Spock'ts shield himsel f,
without success; of course, he had to take care not %o upset his superior
officer, which occasionally taxed his will power to the limit, when he
would serve Kirk with a long tirade against logic and stubborn Vuleans
instead,

When the Enterprise established orbit around Starbase 1y Spock was
ordered to repert to a spocial committee of top officers Tronm Starfleet and
Federation Council moubbrsgs,

Az he waited in the traunsporter room, thankful that he did not have to
face such hlgh officials, Kirk wished his Caotain luck with his usual
siile.

"I do not believe in luck, Mr. Kirk,®
"I do, Captain. Perhaps that's cnough,"

spock!s eycbrow rose, but he made no comment as he was beamed down to
Starbase 1,

The Federation Council and Starfleet approved Spock's handling of the
Romulange They would send onvoys to open negotiations, and perhaps achieve
peaceful co-existance, The Rowulan tape had been conclusively proved
genvine, and the Federation Council proposed to offer compensation to the
Romulans for the crime, This produced a further ocutecry from the Party ~ the
Federation took the word of aliens, and even expected Farth to crawl to
them,.

None of this affected the Enterprise, whose next mission was the
routine but urgent task of delivering vaccine to an REarth colony before
an epidemic spread., The Captain ordered mesdmum speed, and had the supplies
and a landing party well organised by the time they established orbit. In
view of recent events it was considered best that a Human Landing party
boam down.,

"Wou will take charge, Mr. Kirk," ordered the Captain, "Take Dr, McCoy,
and keep in contact, Let me know if you need any other assistance."

"Yes, Captain. At lecast we're in time to stop an epidemic,"

They were in time, and McCoy efficiently organised the aduwinistration
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of the wvaccine to everyons. The colony s
was not large yet, and the Job was e
5001 4One.

Mit's a beautiful world, Jim" sighed
the doctor as they relaxed after. report-
ing the completion of the assigument,
"Tdeal for some leave.! '

"That!'s not a vad idea, Bones - .
the crew could do with it, I'll ask
the Captain Y

Spock agreed, and half the
Huiman crew beasmed down. He also gave .
pernissicon for firk and HMeCey to
have Jeaves. ,

ATter a couple of days, though,
McCoy became restless. There was
expaerimental work going on in the
lab, and he was anxious to assist Dr,
Syvik, so he left ¥irk to enjoy hime-
selfy, and beamed back to the ship.

The First 0fficer did not mind.
The countryside was beautifully
unsnollt, and he borrowed a small
boat for a trin across the lake, He~
had been told by the colonists that
gome fasclnating cavss could be
visited there,

45 he landed he was net by a
crewman headed in the same direction,
He was a hard-working man named Rodeck, whose bohavicr had always been
irreproachable - Kirk was pleased to think he might have found a companion,
or perhaps even a guide., Rodeck had visited the caves before; he was most
enthusiasstic, and willingly led the way for the iirst O0fficer.

Eirk was not disappointed, The cave glitlered and sparkled under
their light, a falryland of enchantient it was possible to study for hours,

When the First 0fficer eventually resliscd he was alone, he folt
only concern for his companion. Was he Lost? He thousht he hesrd a faint
cry ¥or help, and followed the sound,

Kivks never knew hov, but suddenly thers was no ground under his feet,
and he pitched forward inte the darkress,

Bracing himself for the fall, he landad on something hard and stringy,
which wranped itself around him in a tight embrace. 4 net! Glaring light
filled the cave, and he saw that he was indeed in a net, suspended in
mld-alr from the rocky celling. On a ledge Rodeck stood watching him, and
Kirk recoiled from the cruel anticipation on the man's face, This was no
longer the man he had known abocard, bult some evil being whose existance
he had never suspected,

1.

"Well, Mr. XKirk, the time has come at last to settle accounts,m
Redeck sneered,

"Who are you?" Kirk asked, though he guessed the answer,

" T am a spccial agent of the Party, recently given the misgsion of
carrying out your execution, Commander James T, Kirk - or had you forgotten
that you were condemned to death?n

Kirk did not answer, sickened by the hate and the fanaticism he
could read in the man's expression. There was no point in reasoning with
the assassin, therc was no compassion thero.
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Tabout time the Vulcans were deprived of their best allyi® continued
Rodeck, Mand about time you stopped thwarting the Party's plans, Mr, Kirk,
You are golng to die at last, and I promise you it won't be pleasanti™

Kirk could not help struggling with the net, in a desperate attempt to
free himsclf, The agent laughed, and reached for the fastening of the
supporting rope.

"Il put you down now, Commander, so that I can get to:work on you.
The method of execution was left entirely up to me,n

The sudden fall, and the knowledge of what awaited him, nroduced an
instinctive response in Kirk. He cried out, "Spock!M, then violent pain,
followed by darkness claimed him. Rodeck had miscalculated, and the First
Officer had fallen unexpectedly far, striking his head heavily,

Aboard the Unterprise the work in the medical lab was suddenly
interrupted by the Captain bursting in. McCoy stared in disbelief as the
wild, distraught Vulecan grabbed hold of him,

MWhere ig Jim?®

"On leave, sir. Are you 111?" stammered the docltor, shaken by such
unusual hehaviour,

Thankful that no-one else was present, Dr, Syvik turned the Captain
round and siapped him hard, "Stop making a spectacle of yourself, sir, and
tell me what happened," he ordered sternly,

"I don't know!M replied Spock through clenched teeth, clearly trying
to regain control., "I was asleep in my quarters, and I heard him... call to
me..."

”Another'nightmare I expect, Captain,"'soothed Dre Syvikes

"I have not had anye... nightmares recently.!

"They could recur, Captain.®

"There's nc danger Lo Jim on that planet," added McCoye.

"There is always the possibility of ah accident, Tees I must goi®
He ran out, and Dr. Syvik called Security.

Mirs. Solek, Join me in the transporter room with at least two security
guards. If you get there before the Captain, do not let him beam dowm, Dr,
McCoy, come with me; pleasel”

They hastened to the transporier room, where they met the Security Chief,

"We were too late, Doctor," reported Soleke "The Captain is already
down on the planet,n

"hen we beam down after him. He may be ill.M

Moctor, " said McCoy worriedly, "he may also be right. Something may
have happencd to Commander Kirk."

"I agree that the possibility exists, Dr. McCoy. That is why our
assistance may be necded, Let us go,"

By asking the colonists they were able to follow Spock's trail, who
in turn was following Kirk's, They did not manapge to overtake the Captain,
though, and as they landed near the cave Dr., Syvik'!'s communicator bleeped,

"omergency call from the Captaine. Doctor," reported Mr. Somek,.
"Commander Kirk is hurt. He is in a cave near your present position. Follow
the Captain's communicator signal.®

Mie'll be there in a few minutes, Mr. Someke. Thank you."
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They hurried inside the cave, and soon arrived at the scenec of what
should have been Kirk's execution., The first thing that struck McCoy was
that no-one seemed alives, Bven the Captain, though he stood ercct, appeared
lifeless, His eyes, fixed on Kirk's still fomrm, were very much alive,
though, and the doctor looked away from the strange expression in them,
launted? Desperate? Perhaps both,.

McCoy and Drs Syvik knelt by Kirk and heard the Security Chief's
concise report,.

"Crowman Rodeck ig dead. Broken neck. Tal Shava,”

W T kilied him," gaid Spock guietly, coming to life, "How is the
Commander, Doctoxr?h

"Concussion at least, Captain,™ replied Dr, Syvik, "We'll beam up
immediatelya"

"Yes, Doctor, do so with Dr, McCoy. I will follow shortly. Mr, Solelk,
you will take charge of the enquiry into the death of the crevman. I am
disqualified,M

As he saw to Eirk with Dr. Syvik, McCoy had the feeling of reliving a
nightmatre; only the first time in had been Spock in that bed, with Kirk
haggard with worry, Was the Captain equally distressed? And if he was,
would it be possible to tell? Although... the mask had slipped a littlce...
for a while.

Spock came 1n an hour later, and wited for the verdict on Kirk.

"He suffered concussion and needs special care for o few days,
Captain," said Dr. Syvik, "Providing that no complication sets in, his
iife is in no danger."

The mask was back in place. McCoy saw no reaclion on the stern
Vulcan features,

"Doctor MeCoy, stay with the Commander," continued Dr, Syvik, %Captain,
I can do the necessary medical examination now, Please follow me,"

McCoy wondered for a momznt about the coincidence of the Captain's
medical being due, but was distracted by his patient, who had become rest-
less, though still unconsciocus. The doctor aduinistered a sedative and
watched the panel - the next few days were a critical period, when
complications could set in, '

A full report about the affair was sent to Starfleet, and the Captain
adued Mr. Sclek's and Dr, Syvik's reports to his cwn, As ecxpected, the
Enterprise was instructed %o return to the nearest Starbase, in this case
Starbase 10, for the regulation enquiry.

No complication set in, and McCoy was reiieved when Kirk was pronounced
out of danger, zalthough he remained unconscious, How that he had more free
time out of sickbay, the doctor became aware of two things., First, Dr,

Syvik was worried, and second, the Vulcan crew was uncasy about something,
or someone. As for Spock, he was more the cold Vulcan than ever, so cold
and detached that he gave the impression of bheing only half alive.

What on marth is going on? wondered McCoy. Worry about the enguiry?
surely notl

The Interprise sstablished orbit around Starbase 10 soon after, and
Spock beamed down in full dress uniform to face the Court of Enquiry. As
McCoy had expected no blame was attached to the Cavntain for having killed
the would-be assassin of his first Officer - a special agent never talked,
so would nevel have given any information. The Farth Government, when
informed, renlied that the loss of one assassin was a2 benefit to mankind.
Free of all charges, Spock duly beamed back aboard,
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Thinking the whole thing settled, McCoy Was awmazed to hear that Spock
had relieved himself of duty and had handed over command to Mr. Salyk,
The Enterprise was on her way to Vulcan, where the Captain would stamd
tri al.

"Has everyone gone crazy?" asked MeCoy, bursting into Dr. Syviki's
office with his usual impetuosity. "What is this about a trial? What has
the Captain done?"

"He committed murder, Dr. McCoy," replied Dr., Syvik in his usual
calm voice.

"I might have done the same in his placei?

"perhaps, doctor; but you are Human -~ he is a Vulcan. Vulcans do not
¥11ll deliberately without a logical reason.h

"He had a reasoniM

"Wo, 3Joctor.He had no need to kill at all, The Captain has admitted
his guilit. He has also admitted that emotion motivated him, not logic."

"It happens to all of us! There was great provocatioa!l™

"The Vulcan Court of Justice will decide the degree of his guilt and
apply the necessary sanctions. It has nothing to do with you, Doctor.”

"You nmean they'll punish..." McCoy choked on the words., In his mind
sprang the picture of Spock facing a Vulcan court and admitting to Human
gmotion after the achlevement of being accepted as & Vulcan,

"You peonnle are barbariansi"™ McCoy shouted in blind fury. "You can't
do that to him - it's worse than torture.m

"Control yourself, Dr., McCoy," ordered Dr., Syvik severely, "It is
Vulcan law, and neither you nor I can do anything about ite I believe that
the Captain has the necessary courage to face the ordeal with the calm
dignity and stoicism he has shown in the past."

McCoy swallowed hard. As Dr. Syvik had sald, against Vulcan law,..
He changed the subject,

"Commander Kirk should come round in a few days, probably by the
time We. reach Vulcan. What do I tell him?"

HIt would be best to tell him nothinge. He will be very weak at first,"

McCoy nodded and left with the renewed feeling of recurring night-
mare, a nightmare which this time was reversed. Jim had had him to turn 1o,
Spock had no-one., Unless his family stood by him? But when McCoy heard
that T'*Pau, Spock's cwn grandmother, was to preside over the Court of
Justice, he took refuge in his quarters to swear profuselys. So much for
family support?

MeCoy felt utterly frustrated. He wanted to help the Captain, but
knew he could not, He shared his worries with Scotty and Chekov, both of
whom were indignant about Vulcan law, The two officers reported that the
Human crew could not believe it , which gave McCoy the idea of having the
entire crew, Humans as well as Vulcans, watch the trial. Sulu kept saying
that Kirk always supported Spock and got nothing in return - about time
he saw the truth for himsclf. The temporary commanding officer Mr, Salyk
was reluctant to give permission, saying that it concerned the Vulcans
only, but agreed when McCoy pointed out that Spock was Captaln of the
Humans, 100,

The interprise duly established orbit around Vulcan, and McCoy went
to the transporter room to give Spock the latest news about Kirk before
he left,
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"He should come round soon now, Captain," assured McCoy, admiring the
briliiant Vulcan costume Spock wore,

I am gratified to hear it, Dr., McCoy. Do not worry him with current
events ~ 1t would bhe illogi¢al, when there is nothing he can do."

"I'1ll do my best, Captain, and... good luck," he finished lamely,
wishing he could say what he wanted to say.

"Thank you, Dr, McCoy."

He didn't say he doesn't believe in it, reflected McCoy with a lump
in his thrcalt as he stood by and watched Sypock disappear in the familiar
humming of the transporier,

The doctor returned to sickbay in a sombre mood, and met Dr. Syvik at
the door,

"Aren't you supposed to beam down too, Doctor? Or are you letting
the Captain face the wolves alone?"

, "Wolves? What wolves?!
"The judges, Doctor,m

"Ihe trial begins tomorrow., The Captain will spend the day with:his
parentse"

0he Are they on his side?®

"No Vulcan is against the Captairn, Doctor, but every Vulcan is against
nurder. 1 do not helieve there has been a murder trail on my world in the
last 1,000 years, so this one is of great interest, and will be watchad by
the whole planet.m

This 1s becoming worse and vworse! sighed McCoy as he returned to
sickbay. He checked Kirk's condition, then settled to his naperwork with a
heavy frown, If amyone had told him that one day he vould be so concerned
about a Vulcah...?!

It was shortly after that that Kirk regained ccnsciousness, and
McCoy hurried to his side, griunning broadly.

"Wolcome back among the living, Jiwmi"

"Bones!" Kirk tried to smile, but his gaze was still unfocussed,.
MS5p0CKeas I S8Weee 4 Greayees"

"What did you see?"

"There was paln, darkness..e. then a red haze... vicious words, so full
0f hates.s The Captain running... tike an avenging angelese!

"Angel? Not with pointed earsi” smiled McCoy.

Kirk returned the smile and continued, his voice stronger, "The
crewman laughed at him, sald that he knew the Captain could not kill, so
he'd be able to kill me sooner or lster. It was his mission im life to kill
me, no matier how long it took... Then Spock said something... I don't
rememberess What happened after that, Bones?"

"Well, you've been ill for quite a while, It's lucky you don't have
at. least partial amnesia.”

"Is the Captain all right?"

"Yes, he's fine, Jimas Why shouldn't he be2"

"r don't know - but I know you, Bones. You're hiding something. Out
with itiw

The doctor hesitated, then decided on part of the truth, "There was
some hother at Starfleet, but not much.!
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M hy?u
"The Captain killed Rodeck, Jim,"
"So what? Who caredp™

"No-one, The Earth Govermaent, when informed, replied that it was
good riddance to bad rubbish, or words to that effect

"Of course. Special agents never talk, so Rodeck wouldn’t have been
of any use anyway."

"Your brother - wasn't he a special agent?®

"Sam? Never! He was a tool used by the Party, but he dida't have the
guts to be a special agente One look at his 14 fe history was enough to
show that,."

"Well, anyway - Starfleet didn't blame the Captain over Rodecl,"
"I should hope not! What else happened?™

"Not muche I'11.let Dr. Syvik know that you're conscious, and I'11l
bring you a meal,V

"Coodi I'm famished,™
"Stay in bed, mindi®
"Don't worry, Bones, I don't fecl like going anywhere

When McCoy returned Xirk enthusiastically tucked into the food he
brought as the doctor sald, "Or, Syvik will check you ev¥er soon.!

"Maybe he'll be more informative than you, although knowing Vulcans..y
Mihat's that supposed to mean?!

"Where is the Captain?! countered Kirk.

"On leave,"

"oh! Wheree

"Vulcan., Where else?"

"And where are we?®

"In orbit of Vulcan," McCoy admitted reluctantly, unwilling to tell
a direct lie,.

"L see, Isn't it unusual for a Starship to wait around while the
Captain is on leave?n
"It's only & short leave, Jime He'll be backeee"

"That's enough, Bomesi Just tell mewwhhatts going oni™ Kirk tried to
shout as he attempted to get up,

"Lie down, Mr, Kirk!"™ Dr, Syvik ordered as he came in, "and keep
still while I check the readings.®

Kirk compiied while McCoy heaved a sigh of relief at the arrival of
an ally,.

"Quite a good recovery, Commander," said Dr, Syvik., Y"You should be
fit in three or four days. I am sure Dr, McCoy will sec to that,M

May I get up, Doctor?"

"Certainly noti"

"I swear that if I'm not told what's going on, I'1)l get up and find
out for nyselfit®

"It might be best to tell him," McCoy whispered to Syvik," or he'll
worry himself sick,!
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Dr. Syvik frowned, doubtful, M There is nothing to be gained by
telling you, Mr. Kirk - there ig nothing you can do %
"Let me be the judge of thati?

The Vulcan doctor capitulated, and informed Kirk of the impending
trial under Vulcan law. The First Officer looked %too shocked to sneak
for a second, then he exploded,

Do you mean to say that the Captain is going to be tried for killing
a low specimen who was not even fit to lick his boota?®

"Who would want to lick boots?" was the question to be expected from
a Vulcan,

"L meant that the Captain is worth more than ten men like Rodecki!
"Irrelevant, He committed murder,"

Before either doctor had time to stop him, ¥irk had got up, The fact
that he neawly fell did not prevent him from strugnling with McCoy, who
was trying to wmake him lie down again,

"Bones!® Kirk appealed, "You can't mean me to stay here while his
own people are crucifying my Captainih :

"You woula not be allowed on Vulcan during the trial, Commander,"
stated Dr. Syvik, "so I would suggest that you concentrate your energies
on becoming fit again, After the trial you will be allowed to see him,"

"I understand," Kirk murmurced in a dead voice, his face the picture
of utter dejection, Secing that he had gquietencd dewn, Dr, Syvik left him
in McCoy's care.

MAfter all, Jim," said the doctor, "Spock did not help you Whehe.."
"Hardly his fault! He was very 1ll."

"inat I wmeant was, that becauseyou had to go through it all alonc, he
might prefer to do the samge™

"You may be right, ALL T know is that I can't help... I'1] watch the
trial, though,"

"Wo, Jimi Youfll only torture yourself,W

"Lf you deny me that, Bones, you'll be the one forturing me."

"ALL right, all right, T give in! There are times when I wonder who
is the more stubborn, you or the Captain! What's the matter now? You look
cdd.t

"ive just remembered, Bones,!

"Rememberedt what?t

"What Swnock said, after he camc to my rescue, He said - and I gquote -
"Whatever price I have to pay for my actions, 1 am going to Kill YoUase.
for his sake.' M

"He knew what would happen to himi" murmured McCoy, awed,

"o knew!¥ echoed Wirk, turning away to hide his emotion,.

The noxt day, the day of the trial, an cerie silence fell on the
Enterprise as overy member of the crew, Humans and Vulcans alike, scttled
to watch.

In sickbay, McCoy adjusted Kirk's bed so that he could sit up comfort-
abl Ye

"You'tre lucky Dr. Syvik has beamed down, Jim, or he mignt have had
something to say aboul your watching.n



"Hag he gone down to help the Captain?®

"He did a full medical on him after the incident, sc I presusme he has
to state whether the Captain was sanc."

"That's a big helpi!

"Now, Jim, IL'm switching the viewer omn., Any agitation, and you.get
sedated, Understood?"

"Yes es, G0 ongM
s

The huge size of the Court of Justice awed them from the first, It
was Tiliing up rapligly with Vulcans in ceremonial costume, which made
the occasion appear a cedebration at first, until the severe expressions
on all faces betrayed the fact that it could not bes The knowledge that
the eyes of all Vulcan were focused on that room added to the austere
solemnity of the assembly.

The room was now full, and at a signal everyone rose, The judges
entered, ten High Elders presided over by T'Pau. The Vulcan woman, whose
bearing and authority betrayed her high position, started the proceedings,

"This Court has been assenbled to consider a very serious crime
murders Because I have blood ties with the accused, I offered to resign
this position, However it was pointed out to we that, logically, I should
be the best judge of someone I know. Consequently, all the judges have
known Spock at some time in his life, We shall all assess his guilt in
relation to his past life, and to his status as a member of one of the
dighest families on Vulcan.," There was a slight pause, then she added,
"Sarek, go and fetch your son."

The Admiral, whom Kirk and McCoy had not recognised in his full
Vulcan costume, went to a side door and led Spock iny he also wore Vulcan
dress.

A wide space in the centre of the room was clear and Spock went and
stood there, in front of a small metal rail. No-one would have believed
he could be the accused by his attitude - not that it was defiant, but
the tall, elegant figure facing the court with a calm dignity worthy of
any Vulcan brought a lump to Kirk's throat,

One of the Elders came forward and read a concise and factual report
on the circumstances of the crime, Then Dr, Syvik replaced him, and
stated thet Spock was in full possession of all his faculties, and respon=-
sible for his actions.

The preliminaries8 over, one of the Hight @#lders now took overs

USpeck, you are here to answer for your crime; nurders Do you
conslder yourself gulltyeY

"I am guilty," was the clear and calm answer,

Did you have a loglical reason te kill?®

YThere may have been one, but it did not motivate the killing.!

"Specliy !

"When I found my First Officer and his assassin in the cave, I had
no way of knowing whether Commander Xirk would live or die., He was badly
hurts, If he died the assassin had accomplished his misslon, 1f he lived
the man would try againd"

Mogical," agreed the Elder, "Did you therefore kill the assasgin in
order to protect your ¥First Officer, should he recover?"
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"No, sir. I killed him because he had hurt, perhaps killed, Commander
Kirig."

( Aboard the Znterprise McCoy shouted, "For God's sake, Captain, do
you have to be so honesteh '

"ile has tc be, Dones - he's a Vulcan," Lirk murmured, his voice
unsteady, ) ‘

The Flder was frowning at Spock's words. "Do you realise the implicat~
ion. of your statement, Spock?"

"I am fully aware of it, sir. Whatever the implication, it is the
truth."

BThe truth is, therefore, that motivated purely by emotion, you
¥illed a man,"®

"Weg, sir."
M§ill you please state that in your own words."
N7 committed murder under the influence of violent emothon.t

"We are all aware that you are half-Human, Spock. You chiose to be a
‘Vulcan at the age of seven. Do you now consider yourself Human?!

"o, sir, I do not."
A murderer does not belong among Vulcans, Where do you belong?™
"Phe logical answer is that I do not belong anywhere, sir,"

"Have you any statement to make which might diminish your respansibe
i1ity for this crime?"

"Wone, sire"

Do you now regret your act?h

Spock thought for a woment, considering, then replied, "No, sir."

"gs Commander Kirk recovered, your action removed the threat to his
life, Is that why you have no regrets?"

"No, sir. Had Conmander Kirk died, I do not believe I could have
found any regret in myself for the murder of his assassin.!

(Aboard the Enterprise McCoy exploded again. ™/hat is he trying to do?
This is no trial - it's self-condemnationi®

Kirk did not answer - he could not. iis hands were clenched together
so tightly that the nalls dug into the palwm, and drew blood. The First
Officer did not notice.) ' '

The Blder continued, "From your statement, the logical deductiomn to
make is that Commander girk is a friend of yours, This would be a mitigat-
ing circumstancae."

"o, sir, the situation is not so. A tie of friendship existed in the
past, but not recently."

MSpock, do you realise that you are condemning yourself with your own
statements?®

WIt is the truth, sire If only for telling tho absolute truth, T can
still think of myself as a Vulcan,

The Flder sat down, and another took over to begin the debate on the
degree of culpability involved, This mcant referring to Spock's life
history and his accomplishments, in order to see if at any time he had
failed to provs himsell a Vulcan, -

The conclusion reached was that he had never falled as a Vulcan, It
made this lapse the first, but it was a wvery grave onc.
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The debate about the precise degree of culpability to be assessed now
started, '

Belng Vulcans, no breaks were necded for meals or sleep ~ the proceed-
ings continued regardless of time passing. Throughout, Svwock stood alone
in the middie of the room without flinching once,

(Aboard the Enterprise MeCoy tricd vainly to malke Xirk sleep, amd had
to give up when the Pirst Officer asked him if he wanted to sleep, The
doctor only managed to make him eat by feeding him while Kirk's eyes
remained fixed on the vieWscreen,

"How does it help 1if you suffer with the Captain, Jim?"

"It may not help, but I have to share it with him, even if he doesn't
kanow, You're on his side too, Bones,"

"If only somecne would stop him from talking any more! I've heard of
helping the course of justice, but this is ridiculous!!

U1 don't think he has to say any more., His dnterrogation is over,
Letl's see, )

One Flder raised the question of whether prolonged contact with Humans
aboard the Bnterprise had affected the Vulcan Captaine. Spock asked for
permission to speak, and stated, " I do not accept that contact with the
Humans aboard my ship has affected me. I will not have any liability for
my actions fall on my crew - I am fully responsible, ™

( "Can't someonec shut him up?" shouted McCoy abhoard the Enterprise. }

In spite of Spock's self-condemnation the Vulcans explored all asnects
of the crime logically and without any effort to condemn or excuse, ALl
they aimed at was the truth, They even considercd the past friendship with
Kirk as a mitigating circumstance, and the fact that the First Officer had
survived made the removal of any further threat to his life a iogical act,
though it had not been intended as such. The half~Humanity of the criminal
was also takem into account, but Spock refuted this,

"l chose Vulcan, and stand by my choice, T therefore ask the privilege
of being judged as a Vulcan,"

( “Can't somcone <own there give him the neck pinch?" growled McCoy. )

In spite of the thoroughness of their discussions, the only logical
verdict the judges could reach was inevitable. guillty of wilful mirder,
motivated by emotion.

T'Pau announced that the only thing left to consider was the ssnction
to apply. Any barbaric punishment such as death ot imprisonment was
naturally out of the question, exile remained. The court deliberated for
a few moments among themselves, then T'Pau rosc,

"Spock, you have heard that you have been found guilty of murder. The
fact that you belong to one of the highest families on Vulcan nakes your
crime worse, Ia order that no dishonour atiach toc the family, you will
rencunce all claim as a member for the period of your exile, and hand over
now all the avpropriate signs,"

Silently Spock took off the rich chain around his neclk, the high
golden collar, and the brilliant tunic he wore, and handed them over,
"And your IDIC," crdercd T'Pau,

Spockt's hand tightened on the disc for a second, then he handed it
over too. The very simple dark costume he was now wearing contrasted
sharply with the richness around him, yet the lithe dark figure remained
dignified, and showed no sign of being affected hy the proceedings, !
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Wrho longth of your oxile remains to be determined,® T'Pau stated,
"at the end of that time, if your life has conformed to Vulcan standards,
you will be re-admittcd to your home world, and possibly to your rank in
the family.®

It was then that Sarck rose and asked permission to speak. "Spock's
was a Human crime, and for his partly Human birth I am responsible. I
therefore claim a half-share in the sentence, whatcver the length of
exile may be."

Spock was vigibly going to protest, bat T'Pau forestalled him and
said in a harsh voice, "Sarek, your request cannot be granted. You
suffored the sanction of exile when you broke with Tradition and martried
a Humane, You have paid your debt.!

"7 may have paid my debt in rogard to my marriage," countcred Sarck,
"put it could not have applied to my son's actions, as he was not then
born.?

"Your son chosc Vulcan, and therefore cannot be granted exemption
on the grounds of being half-Human,"

Mo-onc ig claiming exemption," sald Sarck, clcariy determincd,
#Phe sentence will be sorved, but only if I share im it will it be Just.
Spock is half-Human, the fact exists, and that fact is entirely my
responsibiliity, not his.h

"Sarck, you cannpot wish for exile againes e

. "7 do not wish it, but it would be illogigal to punish my son for
my action in giving him a Human mother."

The clash botweon T'Pau and Sarek continued for a few minutcs, and
Sarck did not give way to any pressure from his mother. It was clear to
sce where Spock had inbhorited his stubborncssi

Pinally, after rencved deliberation, it was decided that Sarck's
request would be refuscd, but Spock's scntence was reduced from a
projected ten years to six, in view of the fact that his hal f-Humanity
could not be biamed on him.

There was also another reason, as T'Pau explained. "Spock, although
your crime was a Human onc, your conduct throughout this trial has been
in accordance with tho highest Vulcan standards, You have kept to the
jdeals of honosty and courage, and have never tried to diminigh your
responsibility, whatever the cost to yourselfes In view of this, you arc
allowed to call yoursclf a Vulcan during your exile. You may go now to
vour home tc make the necessary preparations for your doparture, You
pust leave Vulcan at dawn tomorrow,"

The trial was over, so the transmission ended. McCoy turned off the
blank viewer and looked at Kirl with concern.

njim, you must rest. It's all over.," To prove that he meant it he
seized a hypo te put his npatient to sleep.:

"o, Bones, you can'tl! I'll be allowed on Yulcan novw -~ I must go
to him, "

WIn the state of exhaustion youfre in, a fat lot of help you'll bot
Look, Jim, the Captain must have some things to see tc before leaving
Vulcan for six vears. Sleep for a few hours, then It1l let you go, 1
promige,’

Admitting the truth of that, Kirk let himself be sedateds Once he
was asleaep, McCoy had to use fcrce to scparate the clenched hands, and
he dressed the small wounds with a sigh,

Would the Cavtain accept Jim's help? ho wondered, VWould he rencw
the friendship? Who could teil with a Vulcan - Humans were bad enoughl
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PART 111 : CUTCOME,

In spite of the sedation Kirk woke at least an hour before he was
due to, and MeCoy grumbled when reminded of his promise to let him £o.

"Jim, you're not fully recovered yet., You'll get a headache. !
"So, I'll get a hcadache, Don't try to stop me, Bones,"

"ALL righty, have it your own way ~ but be careful !

"What do you mean? Vulcan isn't & hostile world,"

"I meant take care with the Captain, He's an alien, remember that,
and it's anybody's guess what effect the trial had on him, Remember, too,
that he's refused to acknowledge his friendship for you since his recovery
-~ an alien reaction if ever there was oneiV

"t hope)to clear up that mystery. Dut thanks for the advice, Bones -
I will take care,m

"While you're gone 1'1l watch the reactions of the crew, Scotty and
I hope that Sulu for one will have seen the light."

It was late afterncon when Kirk materialised in front of Sarek's
house., The door was opened by Amanda,

"Come in, Commander," she invited listlessly

Kirk looked at her white face and red-rimmed eyes; what could he
s5ay7? '

"No-one is at home, I'm afraid," Amanda added. "I'm alone,"

"Do you mean to say that your husband and your son left you alome
after a)ll thise®

"I preferred it, Commander, and so did they. I do not like to inflict
ny tears on thom, and I know that both of them need to meditate on past
events, and face the future. Sarek has retired to a friend's house. I
don't know where Spocl dig."

"I soe," sald Kirk, disappointed but determined to find the Vulcan
sooner ar later, "May I say how sorry I am about,.., what happened?®

Amanda was watching him with a strange exoressione "Do you know,
Commander, there was a time when I was glad my son had found a Human
friend. Now I cau't help wonderimg 1§ it did not cost him far too much.!

"I can't blame you for thinking that," replied Kirk softly. "The
trial was an undeserved ordeal.,"

T was thinking of the past. I don't suppose you guessed, as I did,
what Spock went through when he recovered from your brotherts torture.
The guiltees the awful nightmares..."

"please explaingM Kirk pressed.

Hiinally Spock went off by himself to face the facts and decide
what to do,'" Amanda continued as though she had not heard Kirk's words,.

e came back aboard the ship a siranger to me, Why?! Kirk asked,

"Because he felt responsible for the killing of your brother., He had
come between you, and was the cause of the murder, of the enquiry, amd
of your official exile from Zarth - and he was not even at your side to
help.!

It was not his fault!" protested Kirk.,

"Spock saw it differently., By giving way to Human emotion and forming
ties of friendship with you, he had brought you hurt, misery and
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heartbreak, So he decided that he had no right to Human friendship, was
not worthy of it, when he could make a brother kill a brother, For your
sake, he buried whatever he felt for you in his mest secret self, comples
tely hidden by Vulcan control, You had to be free of him,"

"I should have known," murmured Kirk, his voice shaking.

Amanda shrugged with a hint of despaire "Perhaps you should, Commander.
Or perhaps you simply did not know Spock well enoughs A Vulcan is not
easy to know, and Spock, whatever happens, chose tc be, and is, a Vulcan,"

Her volce broke on the word, and she continued in a faraway tone,
"There were times when I wished he was not! Because of being a Vulcan, he
was never a child., He grew up without friends, someone apart, different...
and never let anyone guess what it cost him, Only Sarek and I guessedess
Then you came, and reached him., I don't know how you did it, but Spock
became alive, I saw it when I first met you on the shipe. Onlye... it could
not last, not after the tragedy. He chose to let you go free rather than
be the cause of any further harm "

"l'm grateful for what you've told me," Xirk said in a low voice,
WPerhaps I['11l be able to guess now, and learn to know Spock better.m

"Don't be too sure of that, Commander, There are still things,.. I'm
his mother, yet I don't know if Spock can cry."

Kirk swallowed hard, The picture of a child who never cried was
alien and frightening... but perhaps Snock gimpiy hid... a child who took
refuge in loneliness to Crye... He had to find the Vulcant

THave you any idea where he could have gone?™ he asked,

"No, Commander, Can you blame him for wanting to hide after the
ordeal of his trisle®

"o. Loneliness secus to have been Spock'ts refuge for a long time.
'3l go an look for him,"

Miait! There was a plates.,bet me think... On the edge of the desert,
there 1s a small bill with a camping hut on top, isoclateds He may be
there, Take Sarek's aircar - it will be dark scon, " She also gave him a
small adaptor to compensate for Vulcan's thin atmosphere. Hirk thanked
her, and Amanda added, "Take care, Commander, Rememnber that he's a Vulcan.,"

The craft flew in the direction indicated, and the hill soon canme
into sight, The First Officer thought he saw the fiicker of a fire on top,
so he landed his vehicle at the bottom and climbed up rapidly,

Once at the top he counld see the hut and the fire, as well as a
silhouette sitting against the srall structire watching the red sunset.

He was sure it was his Captain, but instead of hurrying forward he
felt fear and worry assail him, McCoy and Amanda Were rightshe had to
talkke care., Spock had been hurt enough - through clumsiness or inattention
Kirk could hurt him even mere, The idea filled his mind with dread, and
brought home fully the alien-ness of the Vulcans, In spite of this, no-one
had ever drawn him zs Spock did. He had to go to him, and trye..

Approaching slowly and without noise, Kirk sat dowa on the other
side of the fire, leaning against the hut and remaining silent. He would
leave it to Spock to talk if he wished, and prayed that he would not say
the wrong thing,

After a short while the Vulcan said, without detaching his gaze from
the sunset, "I know you are here, Jim. Why did you come?™

"o watch the sunset?!
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Mihy should that inspire fear in you? Or is it I who cause the fear?™

Hi¥o, itt's not you, Spock, The fear you sense is fear of what I might
zay or do. I am only Human.®

taind what am I?V

"You are my Captain," replied Kirk softly,.

"id you come here because you thought i1t was your duty?®
"] swear that duty never entered into it.n

"Then was it out of pity?"

"Pity? Spock, I think I can safely say that the last emotion you
would inespire in anyone is pityi"

"Then why did you come?" insisted Spock.

"[.., had to," stammered kKirk, trying desperately to think of the
right words, "I would have come sooner, in spite of the doctors, only it
wasn't allowed,.m

"pid you watch the trial?"

"he whole crew did, For me, it was the only way I could share youxr
ordeal,

"Yet I did not share yours at all.?

"That's not what your mother said,?

For the first tinme Spock turned and looked straight at him, a pierc-
ing gaze Kirk met and held. _ :

"y mother had ne right to tell you."

Itm glad she did., Spock, about the past... all T wish to say is
this: your basic assumpltion was illogical.,™

Wihich basic assumption?™

"hat you ecame between Sam and me. It was not so, Sam came between
You and ma,"
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This visibly startled Svnock, "He was your brother, Jimtn

"S0? There wns nothing I could do about that, But I nover chose him -
I chose you.t '

Kirk saw the implication hit Spock; and the Vulcan looked away
swiftly. I reached himi¥irk thought hovefully,

"In that case," said Spock after a short gilence;, his vodce less
assured, "I wust have hurt you by my rejection.®

"Wes, you did." Kirk admitted with cotplete honesty. "You gave no
expalnation, no reason - and I didn't understand,"

"L did not understand either," murnured Spock, "And I regreteea

"o need to say any more, Spock," interrupted Kirk, seeing the Vulcan's
9 WP » ’ :

By

struggle for words. "I .think we both understand now," _

The dark eyes fixed on his sofﬁéhed, andd Kirk's heart leapt with joy
inside him. He did not let it show, however, except through his ey S
Sam had lost, completely and definitely lost in the endl

The last rays-of the dying sun filled the sky, and Spock's gaze was
fixed on them again,

"I do not think I ever noticed before how beautiful the sunsot is,™" he
murmured in a low veice,

"Lt is very beautiful ," Kirk agreed, Yand perhaps you notice it more
because you won't see it again for a long time.!

"That is true, Jim, I had not thought of it that way,"
"T'Pau was rather hard to take away your family rankih

"You must not blame my grandmother, Jim,., She had to forget, to a
certain extent, that I was her grandson, But she did not forget completely.n

Spock opened the collar of his dark shirt and the IDIC gleamed in the
light from the fire.

"She gave it back to mey; provided that I wear it always against my
skin, never to be seen,"

"It is beautiful, MHay T touch iteh
"IE you wish."

irk hendled the revered symbol with care, aware that Spock would
probabiy let no-one else touch it,

"I do not believe I shall ever be able to take my place back on
Vulcan," murmured Spock. "After being branded as Human when a child, it
took me all those years to prove I was a Vulcan, This has now been dispro-
ven once and for all.M

"Hoth Xirk protested, guessing at the bitterness behind the words,
and how the Vulcan must ache at the condemnation of the peoplc he had
chosen. "ihat you did once, you can do again,”

"Logleal, I supnpose," agreed Spock. "However, I do not think that I
regret it very much because,.s”

"Because of what, Spock?™ Kirk asked gently, encouraging the Vulcan
to talk and so share his burden. :

"Because my one Human act brought you back to me," whispered Spock
in such a low volce that Kirk barely heard him., The admission filled him
with Joy, though hs understood that Spock aust be very tired to be able to
say so much, and Let barriers fall to such an coxtent., According to MeCoy
talking helped, though...
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Impulsively Kirk put his hand on Spock's shoulder, and saw the vulner-
ability he had seen before in the dark eyes, at the beginning of their
friendship.

"I regret having hurt you, Jim," centinued Spock, letting his eyes
and expression be read for once, "hecause ¥ did think that T had found
in you the nearest I could ever have to a brother,™

Kirk nodded, unable to speak for a moment at the thought of what it
must haye cogt the Vulcan to give that friendship up for his sake, The
return to the complete loneliness of the past must have been oven harder
for the Captain that it had bheen for his First Officer, yet he had accepted
it,

"I also thought of you as the brother I would have chosen," said
Eirk at last., "Now that we both know, we can start again and forget the
past." He gave the Captain's shoulder a squeeze and let 50, adding with
a warm siiley, "I don't resent my exile from RTarth, not now, I like to
think of your ship as my home,"

"I am glad that you understand, Jim. T believe it was the one hope
that sustained me thoughout my trisl,»

Kirk smiled again, moved by the admission of how much Spock needed
him; Bhe.Vulean had lost so much, yot he scemed to think 4t was worth it,

Don't lct me fail him! Kirk prayed inwardly. H¢ has been so hurt...

"o both have, Jim, sald Spock, revealing again th. strength of the
affinity betwecn thonm,

"Yes, we dhave, Spock - but the worst hurt was the breach botWoon us."
"Agreoeds Wo must not lot it happon againg®
Ark nodded, aware that for his part, he would do his utmost not to...

"Jim, do not worry now about the futurc., Why spoil the prescnt with
fears which may prove unfounded?!

"You're right, Spock; the nrosent should not be spoilt. We are
together,!

The sun had now complotely disappearcd, and it was getting dark and
chilly. Spock added some wood to the firc and went into the hut, returning
with two blankcts. He offercd one to Rirk, who accopted ity plcascd that
Spock shiould want his company for this last night on his home nlanct,

Lying down one on cach side of the firc,they watched the stars in
companionable silcnce, Both kunew and shared the joy of renewed affinity,
of renewed friendship, yet neither felt the necd to talk about it. To
know and be aware ¢f it was cnough.

L must remember, rcflected Xirk, that words don't count with Spock.
Words can be lics - it's thoughts and dccds ac will judge. We both have a
To¥ Fo Loari,

"The Enterprise is up there waiting,Spock," he said aloud, "You haven't
logt hoer,”

"oy, but I may have lost the crew,!
"What do you mean?h

"I am plcased that the Human crew saw the trial., It was agreed with
Starflect that afterwards I would give the crow, Human and Vulcan, liborty
to transfer if they wish. I am a condemned criminal by Vulcan standardse"

"Emmaeeo L'l have a few home truths to say to anyvone who asks for a
transferi®
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"You must not provent anyone from leaving, Jim,"
"I won'te Anyone low cenough to leave, we're better off without,"

"You are prejudiced, Jim,'" said Spock with a half-smile which
delighted Kirk - he had not secn it for so long.

"If we have a neWw crcew we'll have to start from scratch," reflected
Kirk aloud, )

"Wes, it will be hard, The original plan was, if the experiment
succeeded and the crew became united, to replace a quarter of the men at
a timc.m

WIn ordep rto have the rest to help us. A sound idea, Spock."

"My fatherts. Howover, if the majority of the crew does leave, the
first ewxperiment will have failed, for the wrong reasons, Because of
that we might get a sccond chance, with another crew "

"et's sec what happens first, Spock. Why worry about a problem
that hasn't arisen yet?® '

"Jim, your logie has improved considerably.!
"It should have, with you as a teachert®

) The:rest of the night passed pleasantly for bothe Neither slept,
this time of companionship and relaxation was too precious to waste. They
talked, but To share the silences was just as goodas

McCoy called in the middle of the night, to Hirk's annoyance,

"I'w perfectly all right, Bones.?

YAny headache?®

"] never noticed, so it can't have becn that bad, See you in the
‘morninge 't

The d@ctor hoped that the words meant what hce thought they meant -
ho more breach.

When the first rays of tho sun appearcd on the horizon Kirk and
Spock got uwp and shared the primitive facilities of the hut. Then Spock
changed inte his uniform, and Kirk pfiered,

"Shall I beam up while you take the aircar and say goodby to your
family, Spock?™ N

" have already sald goodby, Jim, I will boam up with you."

Wihat about the aircar?®

miother knows that it is here. Fatheor will arrange to have 1t
collecteds Come, 1t is timc."

Tn the red glow of the rising sun they beamed aboard the ship.

The Science Officer was in the transporter room to welcome the
Captain and hand over command of the Enterprise, McCoy Was also there, and
pounced on Kirlk,.

"Sickbay, Jimi®
"Iim fine, Bones! Stop mothering meil" protested Hirk,

"ftm not the one who wants to mother you,™ replicd McCoy triumphantly.
"Or, Syvik wants to run a final check on you. You've not been officially
pronounced fit yet."

"Go, Jim," sald Spocke "I will go to the bridge to make the announce-
ment We spoke of." '
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Kirk no longer protested, and followed McCoy. Ths doctor tried to ask
questions, but got no answers, though as it was clear that the breach
had becn healed, he did not worry unculy.

As exnectoed Dre. Syvik oronounced the First 0fficer fit to retumrn to
duty, Kirk was still in sickbay when they heard the Ceaptain's anncuncemont
to the ship's crew ; in view of the Vulcan trial, anyocne wishing to trans-
fer to ancther vesscel would have the apwnlication anproved by the Captain,.

In the privacy of HeCoy's office Kirk asked for news of the Human
crow!s reaction to the Captain's trial.

"L don't think you need worry, Jdim," replicd the doctor. "Oven Sulu
has come round and become a strong ally of the Ceptain’s -~ swears by him,
in fact,®

"That's good news!™

Hseottyy Chekov and I made sure that they all understood what had
happened, but I think the Captain did a protty gocd job himself, His
courage at the trial impressed everyone, as did the fact that he was going
through it becauvsce of his friendship for a Human,"

"ow the Vulcans, Roacticon?®

"That I can't tell you, I'm afraid. Seccreotive as hell, these pcople
arct Bven Dr, Syvik refusced to discuss it with an 'outworider', saying
it was up to each person to decide in the privacy of his thoughts,!

"That sounds like o Vulcan, all right! I'd better sce what I can
find out, thon,"

Having heard that the senior officers had assembloed in the bricfing
room to discuss the Captain's announcement, Kirk docided to join them, He
was the Pirst Officer, hoe had the right,

On his way there he meot Scotity, who did not look happy.

"anything wrong??

Miell, sir, it's just that I don't like what T overheard. I wasn't
spying, you understandaees

Kirk cut short his excuses and Iistcned to what the enginecr had
heards It was a conversation betwecon Senalkk and Somclk, to the offect that
both mon thought the trial falr and the verdict justificed, That was all
Scotty had heard, but it was conough to fill Kirk with foreboding. Maybe it
was logical for Vulcans tc follow the line adopted by thelr Court of
Justice, but the First Officer did not have to like iti

Whon he . enteored the briefing room all conversstion stopped, and he
did not like that, either.

"Well, how many rats are leaving the ship?" he asked, containing his
anger,

"I was not aware that we were infested by rodents; Mr, Kirk," said
Mr. Saltyk,

"Phere are many kinds of rodents. However, no time to explain. What
I want to Lnow is,; how many of you are deserting the Captain and the ship?"

The officers looked at each other, and Dr. Syvik said, "We were
wondering how to inform the Captain, Mr, Kirke.."

"You mean you're all leaving?" exclaimed Kirk. "Secause he killed a

[

man who wasn't fit %o lick his bootg?!
A very odd thing, this licking of boots,!" said Dr. Syvik thoughtfully.
P must learn more about it,.N

"This is no time to be funny, Doctor! is I was saying, you want to
Leave bocause the Captain killied someone whese name is not even worth
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mentioning. I killed too, but you didn't leave then! I never thought I
would see the day when T would have to remind Vulcans that there is such
a thing as loyalty to a commander you should be honoured to serve under,"

Kirk stopped, out of breath, and wondered at the strange expressions
on the faces around him.

"ire Kirk," asked Dr, Syvik, "what made you belicsve that we were
going to leave the Captain??

"Miell,.. somecne accidentally coverhsard that you approved the trial
and the verdict,.."”

"The word 'approve' is wrong, Mr, Kirk, The verdict was inevitable
and the sanction expected, Hone of 1t affects the Captain's value as a
Captain, and his conduct throughout the trial was above reproach.™

NYOU meaNess you'lre not leaving?! Nirk stammered, "Why didn't you
say so?ht

"You would not let anyone speaki" said Mr. Sirak.

The First Officer felt awful, He had branded them all as disloyal
WheNese

MA1l T can say is, I'm sorry," he sald at last. "I was upset because
it would have hurt my Captain., I should have known better, and I ask your
forgiveness,"

"We are becoming used to the Human habit of reaching the wrong
conclusion," said Dr, Syvik, without any hint of sarcasm, "What I was
saying when you interrupted, Mr. Kirk, was that we were wondering how to
inform the Captain that none of us intend to leave,"™

"We have consulted the Vulcans in cur departments," added Salyk.
"o~one wishes to lesve,!

"Dro. McCoy dinforms me that no Human wishes to leave, either," said
Eirk with a swile, "Therefore for once Humans and Vulcans have reached
the same decision. Fow, this is how we'll tell the Captain..."

About half an hour later Spock left his quarters to give the order
to leave orbit - he had been given the instuctions for their next
mission, He found the bridge rather crowded, Hveryone stocd and saluted
when he walked to the command chair Kirk vacated for him.

"] see that all the Heads of Department are present, Mr, Kirk. Why?"
asked the Captaine.

It was my duty as First Officer to prepare the list of those
wishing to transfer frow the fntervrise, Captaln," repliod Kirk. "I
agked all the ofiicers to consult their staffs and give the answers now,"

Kirk called each section in turn, and each answer was the same:.
unanimous decision to remain abcard the Enternrise,

To the First Officer's surprise the Captain was frowning at him
rather severely,

"Mr, Kirk, have you been wandering through the ship threatening
anyohe who daid they wanted a transfer?®

"o, sir, T have not!M protested ¥irk., "And T hardly think that a
Vulcan would worry about threats from a Humani®

Mrue," agreed Spock, "but the Humans could be influenced,"

MCaptain," said Sulu, speaiking with a respect no-one had heard from
him before, "I give you my word that not a single Human wishes to leave.
From now on, you may be assured that you can count on our respect and
loyalty.t
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"Aye," agreed Scotty. "It's sbout time we shiowed that Humans cam be
»
loyal too.M

"And about time that Humans realised that they can trust Vulcans,"
added Chekov,

Kirk smiled when Spock had to clear his throat before thanking
everyone for their support.

Indeed, the whole atmosphere of the ship had changed. Everyone
collaborated regardless of the race of the others, and not a single Human
resented saluting the Capiain any longer, This 4id not mean that clashes
and misunderstandings did not occur, but unlike in the past, both races
now tried to understand cach other's point of view; and if they could not
they accepted the differences as a Human or Vulcan tralt neither could

help. The efforts were not always successful, and logic was still a sore

point, but at least everyone tried his best.,

When Spock arrived in the dining room a few days later he was about to
Join Kirk when he noticed McCoy at the same table,

"Do join us, Captain," invited Kirk, sceling nis hesitation,
"Yes, do," agreed McCoy, "or you'll make me feecl that I should leave,n
This decided the Captain, who sat down,

"Not that plomik soun againi' exclaimed McCoy, "What you Vulcans see
in that..."

"Bonest" interrupted Yirk sharply.

"It does not matter, Jim," said Spock. "There is no reason why Dr.
McCoy should like plomik 50U M

The doctor gave Kirk a triumphant grin, and changoed the subicct.,
"ell, Captain, you've done it! I was just telling Jiliees™

"#hat have I done, Doctor?™

"ichieved Vulcan/Human collaboration, of course! There was a tine
when I never thought fo see it among this crew,"

Spock glanced at Kirk, who shook his head to indicate that MeCo¥ did
not know of the experiment, and was just talking in the dark,

"Tell me, doctor,” asked Spock, Mhas this been achieved because I am
an exiled criminale"

"o, sir,M nrotested McCoy. "hon't let that Worry you. The best
People are exiled these “ays. Look at Jim, here - he's an exile, toow"

"Then has 1% been achieved because the Humans think I am no longer
a Vulcan?! persisted Spock.

"Net a Vulcan? You? Captain, you must be joking! You're a Vulcan all
right, completsc with logic and computerlikee, !

"Bonesi That's enoughi! interrupted Kirk angrily.

"Phank you, Doctor," said Snocks

"Any time you get to thinking you're not a Vulcan, just come to me,”
grinned McCoy.

"ItL1l remember that, Doctor,"

"Only, Captain..." McCoy hesitated, and Kirk's glare did not help, "I
get carried away soemntimes,™ he continued wravely, "and if our discussions
Were for the recordss. I might finish up in the brigi®

Kirk could not help laughing, and he saw that Snock was secretly
amused,
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"Very well, Doctor," said the Captain. "You have my word that any
private discussions will be off the record,!

"You shouldn't encourage him, Captain!¥ protested Kirk,

"{eep out of this, Jim," McCoy sald grandly. "I believe I may hava
a mission, you know,"

Mihat is that?" asked Kirk, suspiclous,

"Pake the Captain here ~ he's a decent sort - and thatls meant as a
compliment, Captain ~ but he's far too cobsessed by logic. I might show
him the error of his ways.!

"I doubt that, Doctor," replied Spock, "but your efforts should
prove fascinating.?

¥0Oh? Why? "
"Pecause one thing I will learn a lot about with you is dillogicality.”

"Pones, don't say anythingi"™ begged Kirk, seeing the doctor ready
to explode,

The doctor swallowed hard, and his glare nc longer could have ki lled
the Captain,

"Ttd better go. My self-control has its limits - and don't say they
were soon rauached, Captaini®

"I did not say dit, doctor, you ¢id," said Spock blandly.

McCoy looked at him,uncertain, then at Kirk, and saw the amused
smile on the ¥irst Officcr's facc, He smiled at both of them and left,
not witheout having saluted the Captain most correctly.

"I will heve to make another attempt to eliminate all this saluting,"
said Spock,

"ihy, Captain?! agked Kirk, "Ho-one resents it, oxr the discipline,
any longor.

"I would prefer it if Starfleet knew that the improvement aboard is
not due to fear."

MAny visiting memcber of the top brass would soon sec that was not
the casci™

Their meal finished, Spock asked Kirk to his quarters, and the Frst
Officor guessed that his Captain was worried about somethings

"git down, Jim, this is a private interview," sald Spock, indicating
freedon from formaliltye

"Itls not Bones, is it?" asked Kirk. WIT11 keop him in checkess™

"No, Jim, I do not wmind the doctor's remarks. In fact, they are
often entertaining.™

"Yes, I noticed you thought that," smiled Kirk, 'bwmt don't let him
go too far, espccially when I'm not there to curb his quick temper. Nov,
what's worrying you?" B

"The future,”

"Phe future? Why?"

N shall have to tell my father, and Starflect, after a few missions
to test the Vulcan/Human relationship in action, that the exporiment is
a success. This will mean that 29% of the original crew will be replaced,
Among the new momebers there could be another assassin for youlW

“T see, It's vossidle, of course - unless the assassin is for you,
Spocka.h



63,

"I had not thought of that,n

"You wouldn't! However, perhaps the Party has given up on us by
nowi Who knows? Anyway, don't forget that a special agent would have to
be very, very clever to escape detection. He would have to hide not only
from us and the Vulcans, but from three-quarters of the Human crew,!

"True; 1t would make his task nearliy impossible,™

"So the Party may giva up on us once the experiment is a success, '
Vengeance is all very well, but it may not be warth their while,

"I hopc you are right, Jim, I would not wish to relives.. past events,"’

"Heither would IV agrecd Kirk with an inward shudder. To g0 through
allthat again, and lose the rapport with Spocle..

"It could happen again, Jim," said Spock, guessing his thoughts.
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MSurely noti®

Spock hesitateds "aes I am a Vulcan, I cannot say things...as you
Humans can,.. Neithcer can T show muche.."

"ile did pretty well in the past," smiled Kirk," and as we get to
know each other eren better, we can only come to understand cach other
even nore.h

WLogical, Jim," agreed Spock with his hal f~smile, "bDesides, my concern
about any crew replacement may be premature,?

HWh:}r? 1)

"Enowing the attitude of some of Starflect's top officers, I doubt
that anything less than the fnterprise becoming the best Starship in the
fieet will satisfy them that the experiment is a successe"

"Then you'll have to make her the best, Spock, You can do it,"
"ot 'I', Jim, We,"

Kirk smiled, Hoe would have to be careful that Spock did not give too
much of tho credit te his First Officer.

"It is rather a paradox that the first success of the Human/Vulcan
experinent should be led by two exiles from their worlds," remarked the
Captain.

"It makes the Enterprisc our home, Spocik,"
"Yes, a beautiful honwe, Game of cheogs, Jin?!

Milad to," agroed Kirk, rcelaxing in his chalr and watching the Vulcan
set up the piecos,

We can make the ship the best, he roflected invardly, a task welll
both enjoy. It is our home now, I hope We have no repetition of recent

events, though! Our Human/Viican relationship is not usual . LE is a frail
bond which can be brokcm, as was proved in the past, Will it hrove stronger
now? T4 is not posgible to tell, but whatever the fubure brings, we will

face It Toscthor:

"Jim," sald Spock, interrupting thoe thoughts he scnsed, "the prescnt
ls safe. As for the future, we can hut hope that we have learned from
past mistakeg.n

Kirk nodded in agrcement and saw that the chess picces were set,
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