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THE PLANET OF VULCAN,

Vulcan is a class M planet, the home-world of one of the most
advanced races within the United Federation of Planets, It has
ne moon, and its sun is young, bright and hot, Consequently, a
great proportion of the planet is covered by desert. The atmos-
phepe is thin, and temperatures high, the mean average being
L40 - F, although thie drops apprecliably at night,

There are two vast major continents, divided by a huge,
tideless, sodium-free ocean. The ocegan provides much of the
water reaulred by the inhabitants, as there is little surface
vater upon the land-masses themsclves, Vast hydro-systens
harness the water from tho ocean to provide most of what is
reguired for industry, farming and domestic use.
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The two major continental land-gasses are called, simply,
Horth Continent and South Continent. (Kan-u-ia and Lan-u-Ma,)
There are also many islands, some largo and donsoly populated,
although the offshore islands suppaunding dokh continents are
mainly uninhablited. The largest of the offshore islands arocund
Kan-u~ia is Kan-iHorh, (FWorth Island) and it is hore that Vulcan's
highest governnoent body sits in congrosse.

The climate varies little, coxcept for the tewperatc zoncs
at cach poles These two zones arc very fertile, and yicld the
najority of Vulcanian food requircments, the farming being on a
vast scale in plains which cncirele the planct at both poles. On
both continonts, desert crops of cacti-like fruit and berrics
arc also intensively farmed, and large cascs within the descrts
provide fruit and grain,

Both continents have formidable mountain ranges which, in
ancient times, formed barriocrs between sca and land, thus
keeping invaders out and inhabitants in. Bxcellent roads have
now beon forged through both these ranges, giving access to sea
lanes, water supnlies, and abundant sca food., (Not fish, which
the Vulcans de not eat, but plankton, and other edible plant-
life,) Although not a sea-faring pecple, the Vuleans have
oxploited their ocean to the best advantage, and use it
intelligently,

The mountainsg thomsclves are rich in minerals which arc
mined in vast quantities. Apart from the mining settlements,
however, the mountainous rogions are largely uninhabitoed,
although there is omple evidence on both continents of large
fortificd cities, all of them in ruinous state, and dating back
to pre-logic times.

There are threg distinct races on Vulcan, although all
inhobitants have characteristics in common; they arce of
humanold appearance, have delicately pointed ears, and a greenish
complexion, the maln component of their blood being copper, not
iron.

Kanwu-Madi are the Vulcan types wmost faniliocr to Terrans,
They are tall, slender and dark-haireds Lan-u-Madi have darker,
groener skin, and their hair-colouring can vary from black to
iight brown, It also tends to be curiys Dan-u-Di; the islandoers,
are shorter, stockier and have great strength, Their skin is
pale, and their halir light in colour. All three roces speak a
comnmon lahguage with local dislects and variations. This is known

e

8
.
oses

as "Common Vulcan Language." For 21k cercmonial purpose
Vulcaninan is usedesss an anclent and difiicult language

not now taught much in schools.
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The majority of cities are inland, protected by the
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mountain ranges. ShiKhar is the major city of Kan-u-Ma, and
Balhar of Lan-u-Ma, both cities being the ancient scats of
governnent for thelr respective continents, Every city on Vulcan
is built to a definite plan, and in logical ordere. Industrial
areas are kept sceparated from residential zones, often by
magnificent parks. There is just one major roadway for traffic,
the whole city being bisected by pedestrian sidewalks which are
cool and peacefuls All cities are constructed on 2 circular pattern,
and they are surroundcd byparks of grcat size and beauty which
have the object of preventing the desert from encroaching on the
metropolis, '

Vulcan is an oxtremely wealthy planet, being entirely self-
sufficient in food and raw materials, It is also = major g¢xporter
of minerals, foodstuffs and highly technical equipment required
within the Federation. Unemployment is virtually nil, and all
inhabltants enjoy a standard of living unequalled in the galaxy.

VULCAN LIFE AND PHILOSOPHY,

The principal which guides all Vulcen life is Logic, which, it is
sald, inspires peace, honour, grace, beauty and courage. In
essence, 1t is the possession of Good and Truth, and the creator
of complete harnony.

Vulecan logic is not an inborn instinct, but is acquired by
long and vigourous training. It is a discipline hard to follow amd
dtfficult %o naintein, and it requires a great deal of self control
and self denial,

SELF DISCIPLINE.

Every Vulcan therefore regards self discipline as the .
foundation to logic, and strives to shape kis character towards
this goals Without it, a logical life cannot be maintained, and
the mind cannot escape from the degradation and savagery of
within. §clf’ discipline is the master of pleasures and Aesires.

It rules out servitude of the body and mind s And impareg contente
ment and physical and mental fitness. This requires cffnrt and
application.

TRAINTNG,

The need for and the attainment of self discipline is taught
from an carly age, and 1t is not until adulthosd that any nmeasure
of success ds achioved. This rigourcus training is an onward going
thing, and lasts throughout life. It includes abstinence of bodily
requirements, 2 rigorous wrogramme of physical exercise, and
periods of intense meditation,

The correct training and education produces a keen desire
for Psaco, Harmony and Justice, and creates a tatal sbedicncs to
the laws of logic,

A childt's character is formed in early years by a systomatic
regimens Discinline, however, 1s never cnforced high-~-handedly,
Otherwise, the child would become rebellious and resentful, On
the other hand, he is nover spoilt, and never goes uncorrected.

There are four types of essential training. The academic
skills, which stimulate the nmind, nusic and wancing, which instil
dlgnity, rhythm and beauty, vnhysical training for fitness, strength,
courage and honour, and the art of meditation and self-denial,



FPAMILY LIFE.

Panily life, therefore, is of supreme Importance for the 1.
training of childrens Both parents share egually in the respon-
sibility, and it is considered that all the basic attributes
of Vulcan life stem from the home environment, The greatest
majority of homes induce a loving, peaceful, secure atwmosphere
which helps tc mould the child's futurc,.

VALUES.

Lvery activity in Vulcan life has an objective. There is
alvays a target.(e.g., on a simplistic Llevel, the objective of
medical science is health,) It is thought the duty of every
Vulcan to create opportunity... not only on a personal levcl,
but for the good of all. The quality of 1life, howover, dcpends
heavily upon personal actions, and 1t is dncumbont upon the
individual to be aware of his actions and the rcasons for doing
themn.(eegs, nourishment and physical training = strongth, cour-
age and honour,) An action only serves =z purpose if it is
legical, although two logical actions are nclt necessarily alike
in purposc. An action logical for its particular goal can be
illogical for an unintended purpose.(E.g., the building of a
house to maintain family 1life is logical, If it was built and
there was no family to maintain, ther the purposc would be
illcgical,.

QUALITIES,

The qualities reguired of a Vulcam arc acguired by practice,
instruction and care. There are many gqualities, each having refor-
ence to separate functions, but they all have a common charac-
ter in that they require loglc, teuperance, justice and dignity.

POSSESSICON OF BEAUTY,

Logic is the posscssion of beauty within oneself, but the
aim ig not to posscss it for selfish gratification, but to
create a perpetuation of it for the good of all,

BARMONY

Therefore, logic is harmony, and there can be no harmony if
there is discord and lack of logic within ongsclf. Here, the
importance of music is best illustrated, Music produccs harmony
from factors which arc first in discord, There is no accord
betwaon troble and bass nofes. Similarly, there can be no agroe-
ment botweon discordant clemonts of life. But it is possible to
narmonise the notes into a smoothly flowing rhythm. Thus, discord
becomes concord, and is convertcd into harmonious rhythms of
cxistance,.

NOME & IDIC.

The concept of Nome and IDIC arc basic to Vulcan life.
Nome litorally mcans "“ALLM and demonstrates the idea that an
infinite varicty of things combine to make oxistance worth-
whiio. Phe IDIT concept is basically the same, and is the
Terran name for tho symbolic decoration worn by Vulcans, IDIC
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means "Infinite diversity, infinite combinations.™ In fact, IDIC
is the symbol of Nome, It is a circle and triangle of yellow metal
in shiny and textured finish with a white jewel, The different
shapes and textures represent the diverse things which come toge-
ther to creats truth and beauty.

The glory of c¢reation lies in its infinite diversity and
meanings, Thereofore, all Vulcans place Home at the centre of their
thoughts and actions, for it cultivates physical and moral virtue
and assists living with dignity and honour, It stirs into rcve-
ment the rhythms of oxistence, guiding everything towards a logical
and successful conclusion, which is to the greatest good of Vulcan
k.inds ‘

ONE-NTSS,

The Vulcan who pursues with vigour the way to logic and
Nome begins at an early age to contemplate One-ness, and event-
ually discovers a personal rclationship with it, When the full
beauty of Onc-hess is reallsed, he is compelled to meditate upon
it as 4t exists in all things. He will be strengthencd by his
knowledge, because he will be face-~-to-face with the full beauty
and truth of knowledge. '

The concept of One-ness is not exclusive to the Vulcan, and
many life-forms acknowledge its existence in sowme form. The
Vuican word for it is "Janah," the necarest Buglish cguivalent
being “Soul," although Vulcans deny the existence of the soul as
such, In essence, it indicates the completoncss of mind and body
and is a most important possession which the individual respocts
most intimately.

FRIENDSHIP.

One-ness dilves deeply into the concept of friendship, an
impertant part of Vulcan ideology, and one which is frequently
misunderstood by Terrans who have no real knowledge of it,

Friendship is of a highly personal nature, formed on a ohe-
to-one basis. It 1s called Kahn Lawh, which, literally translated,
means '"Noble Existence.” It is a friendship of two individuals to
the near total exzclusion of any other person. Its logical object-
ive 1s to enhance all the necessary cualities of life, which are
reciprocated in full, thus creating a perpctuation of thenm.

Much time is reouired to establish Kahn Lawh successfully,
for it is a "Slow Ripening Fruit.," It .is considered to be a
moral obligation which requires complete and undivided conscious-
ness of both parties, for its objective is life and existence It
is therefore in the best interests of the couple that they are not
influenced by cmotion but by logic.

Such is the nature of Vulcan 1ife that Kahn Lavh is, almost
without oxcention, a partnsrship of the same gonder,

Extremes of emotion are to be avoided, for the individual
must win the victory over himself. To fall victim to oneself is
the worst thing that can be imagined, for it points to war within
oneself, RBach individual is conquered by or congueror of himself,
The self controlled and courageous will do this with case, and with
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expericnce the nain will lessoen in intensity. The restrained life
will discover Peace and Beauty, thus making the whole 1ife a gnod
exlistences. ' :

This does not moean to say that Vulcans lack omations. Eaotive
elements within, the Vulcan nature arc strong, to which their
savage past will testify. It is for this reason that emctions are
kept under strict cuntrol, although they are anot denied existe
®nce. Anger, affection, appreciation, the love of beauty, the
hatred of war cte, are all acceptable emotions providing that
extreme is avolded, and that they have logical PULpOSe.

PLEASURE/PAIN,

Pleasure and pain flow like two springs released by nature.
The individual must draw the right amount from the right one at
the right time in order to live a happy life.

LIFE

Life is a great value, and all value is worthy of possessione
To take life would be to devalue 1life, and for this reason all
Vulcans are vegan., However, value, it is argued by some, is
relative to condition, Intelligence is upom a higher scale than
instinct. Therefore, a Vulcan dying of hunger will sustain him~
self by eating the flesh of an animal in order %o perpetuate
intelligence. This happens onlyin the most dire of circumstances,

DEATH,

Death 1s not to be mourned, because the life which hae pre-
cecded it has served its objective to its fullest potential. A
death is always precceded ly 1ife, whother it be the birth of a
new being, or the birth of now knowledge. Such is the sulogy for
any Vulcan., The only doath to be mourned is the unnecessary onao,
for the potential of life has not been fulfilled.

THE ARTS,

ALl forms of art are important faccts to 1life, because they
convey existences. There is much tranquility and beauty, partic-
ularly in paintings and sculpture, which tends to be fiuld
rather than styliscd, and oxpress the motion of life-lincs
rathor than an actual objzct. Literaturc too, and poetry in
particular, also stresses this theme. Much of Vulcan poctry,
whilst in blank verse, is very beautiful and surprisingly
emotive in content, conveying tho rich, decv respect that Vulcans
have for their life-style and planect, Dancing and music, on the
other hand, 1s stylisecd. Dancing... almost exclusively a male
preserveess is extremoly symbolic, ecach step having its roots dim ..
antiquity, but it ably conveys the beauty of movemont, Music is
perhaps the most important part of the arts, for it teachces both
rhythm and concords THore is no claborate melody, and no frills:
and adornments, Rather, it exploits eachk individual note, cultiv-
ating physical and mental balance and adjustment,

THE POSITION OF WOMUN, ,

Vulcan females exist in a position of some ambiguity, partly
relating to their biological role, vartly to their historical
positions

From very ancicnt times, Vulcan was a matriarchal socioety,

a fact born of necessity, since their menfolk were always off to
fight another war, It was the women who werc left to look after

the homec, tho city, the goverunment of the planet and the day-to-
day necessitics of lifes Many of them, in fact, bocame oxcellent




leaders of their society.

This was coupled by the incontrovertable fact... still in exist-
gncesss that the female controls the male urge to mate, and thero-
fore she holds the vital key betweoen logic and madness, In basic
terms, the fomale has control over the malc to a large degrec.

Perhaps this is the reason why the inconsistencies oceur; that
the males, bolng controllied like this, require some sort of leeway
in other directlons. It is hardly logical, and the Vulcan would be
the first to agree that this facct of life is as illogical as Pon
Farr itself, Somec, disliking this illogical approach, arguc that
control breods control; or, as a Terran would perhaps mpre prociscly
put it : "Serves you right!"

Fomales, therefore, still have a major role to play in public
lifeese and some of them make an outstanding success of it too. Yot
within the home, they are technically subscrviant to their husbands,
and on completion of the marriage contract, they become the property
of the male, with no rights to property or nrivilege., But it nust
be remembered that what is abhorrant to Terran society can bo
perfcctly accoptable clsowhere,

In fact, the actuality is not as bad as it would scom. Within
recont ycars, Vulcan, as clscwhere, has been influénced by other
socleties, and there is a gradual emecrgense of truc cquality of
the sexos, although it is a slow process, particularly amongst
the patrician families. Nowadays, womecu do have equality in the
home, thelr rights to property being safeguarded by legal
documents, although it remains Vulcan ctiquettce that they should
appear to be subservient when in a public place, In all but family
life, they are, in fact, the equal of males, and many females hold
positions of great importance,

VULCAN HOMES .

Homes are usually modest places, where there is an atmosphere
of peace, tranquillity and "Homeliness", since, it is said, "The
home is the birthplace of the awakening to Home." To reinforce
this ldea, all Vulcan homes have a garden, (knowa by Terrans as
the IDIC garden), which is a place for sercne contemplation,

THE CLAN SYSTEM,

Vulcan society is based upon the clan systeu, which has beon
nmodified from the savage past to form the najor systom of govermmont
upon the planct,

The modern system was evolved with total cquality in mind, and
written into the constitution, although histerically, therc arc
four of the twenty-~two clans which have higher status than the
othoers... & fact never exploitcd in politics. Onc such clan is
Shn-Lrne-Fa, perhaps the most well known of all the Vulcan clans, of
which the clder statesman is T'Pau. Many of the mombers of this,
Vulcan's foremost clan, are renowned scicentists, diplomats and
politicians, all of whom are well respected by the United Federation
of Planets, _

From an carly agce, children arc taught total loyalty to their
¢lany and come under its Jjurisdiction from birth. Bducation is a
najor policyess not formal education, which comes under the juris-
diction of the Vulcan statc as a whole, but the teaching of history,
rituals, cercmonles and customs apportaining tc the particular clan,.

There is full cquality, and members of the clan become full
voting menbors upon thelr nfficial franchiscment at the beginnimg
of their sccond trimester, (l.ec. 31 Vulcan years.) Such mombers
clect delegates to the Clan Mect, (Shrm Lhr), the contincntal govern-
ment, which deals with all local matters of policy and laws The Shrm
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Lhr convencs at Shikhar and BalKhar respectively, and is responsible
for electing wembers to the Clan Council, (Shrm Lhrih) at Kan Merh.
Shrm Lhrih is the systom of higher govermment, dealing with all
major policye It also eolects its represcntatives to UFP councils at
Babol.

Al)l cercmeonial rites are marked by the wearing of the clan toga,
vwnich is also worn to honour guests and parcnts. The toga, "Shmm
Trahi) is similar in appcarance to a kimono and is, without except-
lon, coloured whito.

The clan symbol, traditionally embroidered by pre-puboscent
females, is worked onto the broast in metallic substances. Hach
clan has 1ts own symbol, usually a bird or aninal of proy. Two
broad, rod stripes around the hem signify franchisc, a whitc belt,
adulthood, a grecn belt, childhood., The only othor symbol to be
worn on the shrm trahi is the "Lirpa™ on the lcft slcove, signifying
that the male has passed L'Kinatas... the ultinate tost of manhoodeses
with honour. Bocausc of the ananture of L'Kinata, fow Vulcans arc
eligible to wear this prestigious symbol,

Some ceromonices known to Terrans as "Wulcan Ritos" are, in
fact, clan rituals, and thesc can vary from clan to clan, often to
a major degrec. Because Shru-Lirno-Fa ds by far the best known of
Vulcan clans, its rituals will be discusscd in somc detoil,

KAH-LAZH,

Kah-~Lazh is an annual festival designoed to stress the importe
ance of co~ordination in music and dance. A1l children of five
years take part in this festival, which is held in the contral
park of ShiKhar. The choreography is complicated, and cach sequence
has its rocts in antiguity, depicting the birth and growth of life,
Despite the fact that Kah-lLazh is a festival, it is a scrious affair,
designed tc assist the young child towards co-~ordination and memtal
control,.

KAHS-WAN,

Kahs-Wan is a naturity test for young boys of scven Vulcan
years, often nmisquotcd as being thoe "Manhood Tost.® In fact, it is
a test of the onward-going maturity of the youngster, and an indicator
of his courage, It is a survival ordeal, in which the bhoy has to
survive alons in the desert without food or water, save what cam bo
found. To fail this tost once is no disgrace to any boy.

BHRA~-KAYN,

For the parents to choose a wifo for their son is a practice
which, in gencral, is dying out, but for the patrician clan of
Shrm-Lrno-Fa it romalns an dimportant parcntal privilage, since
they do not wish to woakoen the clan by intormarriagc.

When the cndld is scven, and has passcd the maturity test, a
sultable mate is found for him from within the clan. The child is
then taken to The Place of Bonding, (The Vale of Winds), a dust
bowl in the desert six kilomceters from Shikhar, by ths father,
Witnosses arc alrcady presoent, usually the elder of tho clan, Hach
child is introduced formally to the clder, who explains the naturc
of bondinge '

The malc and femalce child then touch cach other's forchcads
with their fingertips to cstablish a mind-link, It 4is the female
who asscrts herself at this stage, the male being fairly passivo.
The mind link, however, is a strenuous montal cxercise for such
young childrcen, and it is usual for them to fall unconscious when
the bonding 1s complcto,. '

Tcchuically, the couple are now merried, but they will not
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come together again until after male puberty, at which time, the female
can induce a state of pon farr by means of the mind linke.
“The link can only be broken by the female, usually if the male 18
considered to be unsuitable in some way. The male has no contrecl over
the bond,

K'ATIREH

The K'Aireh journey is undertaken by all ehildren at ten years of
age, and is one of the elementary steps towards the meaning of NOME,
K'Aireh is a mountain valley, a menacing, ugly area, which fills the
average ten year old with dread., At its centre 1s an evil-smelling,
chemical laden lakc, through which the child must swin towards the
dangerously cddying centro., AL some point the child dives into the
depths, and cwentually emcrges into an underwator cavern of breath-
taking beauty.

SHRM PARHN,

At the age of fifteen years, tho child is officially welcomad
into the clan. He/She is accompanied by both parcnts to the Clan
Meoting House, where his name is inseribed onto the ancient tablots.,
He then addresscs the Assombly, outlining his loyalty, honour and
courage, This dates back to historical times, when the boy became a
warrior at the age of fiftecn. Now, it is a mere formality for children
of both soxcs.

KAH-WALH.

Undertaken at the age of twenty ycars, this is the Manhood Test
proper. Again, the young man is sont into the descrt without food or
water for a full planct month, During this timc hc must meditate
froquently upon his past and prescnt 1ife, in order to accumulatc
expericnce for his future. Sustenance is found within the deserts The
young man aust further test his courage by staking a wild arimal and
koeping 1t under control by mcans of a mind mcld.

LTKTNATA,

This is the ultimatc tost of manhood. Bocause of its fearsomc
nature, it is non-obligatory, and fow malces undortake it., To fail mcais
cortain deathe.

L'Kinata is undertaken in S'Renk, a huge chasm in the heart of the
mountains, Hore, the crust of the planct is in continual movemcnt, and
sulphuric stroams gush out unpredictably over the tortured rock.
Poisonous reptiles abound, oftem attacking on sight. Herc, the individ-
ual must survive for onc planct month. ALl he has to assist him is two
litres of water and a lirpa.

At the ond of the trial, and in the prosence of two chosen witness-
¢s, the young man circumeiscs himsclf with his lirpa, the wound being
drossed with a poultice of tamil bark.

K'AH-ME~DAHL »

A pilgrimage to the family shrinc must boe undertaken onhce during
cvery trimester and is mistakenly thought by Terrans to indicate
ancestral worship. '

This may havc been true in antiquity, but it is now a period of
intense moditation.

The family shrinc is a simple, one-roomed croft madc of thatch,
Tt is sald that when a shribe is ompty, it gignifics death awaiting
the rebirth of 1ife. The pilgrim moditates there for many days, often
to the point of oxhaustion, It 1is a time of intense roncwal.
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NHRA GRHI. - r

Nhra Grhi moans, quitc simply, "Phe Re-iffirmation.”" It iz a pilgr-
image made to the places which have affected and influcnced one's life,
and all Vulcans arc cxpeciod to makce this pilgrimage at least once
during their lifetine, i

The pilgrin treads the pathways of his/her former life, in order to
sock mcaning of both prosent and future, Through moditation, fragmont-
ation Yecomes wholc, and lifc bocomoes Cne.

CLAN, FESTIVALS, CONTESTS AND CHALLENGES.,
o .

Thore_gro nany cvents in clan life which mark the passing of the
Jear. THeSc include music and dancing contests, which culminato in the
A1l Vulcan Music Challenge, cndurence tests, for both male and femalce
copetitors, traditional armecd and unarmoed combat contests, each with
its own set of rules, and soveral sporis ncctings. ‘

£iil those contests and festivals have thoir ancestry in pro-logic
times, although they arce now formal and stylised rather than bloody and
brutal. It is thought to be good for both body and mind to engage in
competition, for it cnhances sclf-discipline and loyalty to the toam.

MARRIAGE AND CHALLENGE,

Technically, marriage occurs during Bhra-kan, whother that be by
parental choice when the couple are children, or at a later time when
the couple are old enough to make the decision for themselves. The
sccond half of that ccromony doos not occur until tho female first
places the male into a state of pon farr by means of the mind 1ink.

Eoon-utwkal-i~feec (The place of marriage and challenge) is an archna
in the desert several kilometers away from ShiKhar. It is the traditional
marriage place of the Shrm-Lrno-Fa, Inside the arcna arc the ruins of
an ancicnt temple, and two largs, jade-colourcd wind-chimes,

The first to arrive at the tomple is the male and his chosen friond,
By now, the male is in an induced state of pon farr., Then main procession
then arrives, consisting of the clan chief, borne on a litter by four
ales, the female, walking beside the Littor, and scveral bell-polc
bearcrs and marriage drummers. The immediate family of the couple arc
not present,

As thoe male strikes the wind chimes with a stonc mallet, the clan

elder alights from the 1itter to stand in the contre of tho arcna,
whilst tho femalo scats herself bencath an archway of the tomplc. The
clder thon prenounces an ancicaf blessing over the malce.

If there is ne challenge, the bridc joins the groon, and the clan
chicf asks the bride if she is willing to bocome the wifc of the chosen
male, boaring in mind that she will be his property with no right or
status of her own. Upon her agrecment, the groom is asked if he is Pre-
pared to accept thoe bride as his property, to defend her, to cnsurc her
physical necds are wmet, and to meintain her offspring. His agrcomont,
followed by the shaking of the bell peles significs that they are now
marricd.

_ To the scund of the sleow, rhythmic beat of the wedding aruns, the
pracession returns to the city, the clder leading tho way in the littor,
Upon reaching ShiKhar, the crunlc gr imscdiatoly te thoir home where the
marriage s consummatod,

The "Challenge' occurs when the bride decidoes that she profors
another maloe. She shouts Mah-if-far!™ to the asscmbly tn signify this,

Immodiatcly, the bearer »f the Axe stands forward as a warning that
he will act 4f thero is a show of cowardice. The clan chief asks the
glrl %o choose her champion. Thls is usually the male she prefors, who
is not in a statc of pon farr, and is thus physically streonger and nore
mentally alort.

Combat begines with the lirpa, a hefty, cudgel-like instrumcnt which
has a knifc blade at one ond, This first fight is the weakening procoess,
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after which the lirpa is oxchangod for the ahn-woone.. two leathor
straps which serve as both sling and garrotte, This time, thoe fight is
ts the death, and continucs until »nc of then is finally ovoercome and
killed, ‘

The marriage cercmony then recomsences in the usual way, the dead
Vulcan being romoved affer the marriage narty has loft the arcna,

PON_FARR,

Pon farr is the male cyelical scxual drive which, after puberty,
can occur approximately at seven standard-year cycles. It is a process
widely misunderstnod by Terrans, possibly boecause the Vulcans themselves
are always so roluctant to discuss it.

Puberty for the male begins betwoon the ages of 20 - 30 planct
years. Fomale puberty is carlier, gencrally 16 - 20 phranet years, and
she is fertilc for just thirty days in evory seven standard ycars at
the time ¢of her nenstruation.

Lt is thce fomale who contrels pon farr by virtus of the bonding.
It is a strength-sapping prrcess and »ften ocecurs only after the first
two or three of her cycles.

Powerful thoughtwaves, made strong by the female hormones, are
%inkod to the centre of the male brain which controls sexual responscs.
This link is so powerful that vast distancces can be cvercone.

When contact is established, the male comes inte a state of pon
farr, and thus is completely under the control of the female mind link
and his own powerful sexual hormonese. These hormones quickly strip hin
of uvvery civilizing influence, and he is in a contiaual state 2f aggress-
icn and agitation.., in fact, a wmost dangercus animal. Nething, apart
from the urge t» mate, is of imvportance to him, and it is liteorally a
cagc of "Mate »r dle." The hormoncs he praduces reach a toxic level
in the bloodstream within days »f pon farr being induccod, and will
invariably kill him if hc does not mate, After mating, the femalce
relecases him from th. mind-link, the hormoncs decrecasce rapidly, and he
returns to his normal solf within hours, The only other thing capable
of releasing him is violence, when even stronger hormoncs combat those
which induce scxual arouscmont,

Contrary to widesnread nopular belief, Vulcans ¢f both genders are
capable of normnal sexual activity at times other tharn the fonale's
fertile period. Again, this fact ig not widely known becausce of the
Vulcan reluctance to talk =bout. this subject.

CONTRACEPTION.

Prognancy will invarlably osccur durding non farr unless contraception
has bacn useds. Vulcans have a long fertile life, the fomales bdng able
te produce children up €9 the age of oighty Vulcan years,and so they
are totally aware of the dangers of over-pepulaticon. Thus, contraception
is widely used, and it is iunvariably o fewale responsibility, since it is
they whe control pon farre Onc child per family is ccnsidered to be the
norm; two are acceptable, but three or more incur heavy tax penaltics,..
a step considered logical in order to avold disastoer in what is a finely
balanced ccological ordor.

OUHIR SQCIETIES WITHIN VULCAN LIFE,

As in most societios, there are groups of scparatists, non-conform-
ists and malcontents within Vulcan scciety, and these arc tolerated
surprisingly well by the majority of people.

LAHN=-TO~WAHLK .

By far the largest group o»f these are the scesthetic, monasterial-
like Lahn-to-Wahlk, who 1live in isclated communitics, usually in
mountainous reglons whare access is difficult. They live 1n well guarded,
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stone built forts, and have austerc existance, scraping a living from
the land and refusing aid of any kind. The communitics are either all
male or all female, who have ne contact with cach ~ther. Their nremisc
is that Vulcan ldeslogies have become weakonod by, contact with outworlde
crsy and thus thoy scek a life of pure Logic, uncontaminated by sutside
influcnces, The only contact the Lahn-to-Wahlk have with the sutside
werld 1s when the cceasional stranger sccks refuge and rotrcat in sarder
to meditate,

BAN-HALRH,

Far moro rospected within the mainstreas of Vulcan life arc tho
Ban Halkh, the individualistic and distinctive wise men of the descrt,

Ban-Halkh, tou, live a frugal 1ife, but they are not austerc, In
fact, they are sald to be at One with nature, and they arc always
gentle, highly intelligont people who are always willing to impart
thelr large stores of knowledge to nthers whilst offering help, advice
and coufort dn the procoegs, They are, witkhout exception, well respocted
by the Vulcan poecple as a wholo,

Ban~Halkh live beyond the confines of urban areas, usually in
desert regions, or on the cccasional ~asis, Many people visit thom to
gain heclp, roaaurancce or knowlcdge, Many Ban-Halkh 4o, onr sccaslon,
venture ints the cities, an cvent which arouses much interest, with many
pesple flocking to hear them speak on a wide varicty of subjocts,

They arc also considercd to be grod healers, and arce c¢onsulted by
Vulcans both for personal an! veterinary alimonts. Unlike the Lahn=to-
Wahlk they do not spurn putworld contact or modern innovations, In fact,
thay wcelconme both and consider that all things add to knowledge as a
whole, '

KLANAART ,

It is truc o say that the Xanzahi are the thorn in the flosh of
Vuican sceiety, for thesc are the real "Dron-outsM,.. the walcontents,
the ne'or-do-wells and the sclf-styled "Pre-logicians' who make fo
constant cmbarrassment,.

Such, however, is the undivided loyalty of the Vulcan naticn as a
whole that the Kangahi do Little to disrupt daily life, and they are
regarded with such complete abhorrance by the mainstream of socioty
that fow darc show thelr faces in areas of high-density population,
Usually, they makoe their communitics in iso latoed regions or islands,
Many "Pro-loglcians® smigratce to the nlanst of Ikanzania which they
have colonised for several generations, and where thoy can revert to
what they c¢all "The True Vulcanian Ordor."

CUTWORLDIRS .

To a large extent, outworlders have lost their curiosity value to
the Vulcan race as they have gradunlly becnmoe more and mors gxposed to
thems, Terrans, cspecially, are able to 1live most agreeably on Vulcan
and there are, in fact, soveral Torran communitics on tho planet, comp-
osced malnly of scicntists. There are also two large starflect bases,
although these arc, to a great oxtent, sclf-sufficient,

. It is perhaps interesting to note that, although to the majority
of Terrans, life on Vulcan appoars to be austere and inhospitable, the
regident Terran community arc quick to discover that the reverse, in
fact, is truc. Vulcan is a richly rewarding and diversificd socicty,
filled with peace, beauty and harmony.

. Despite the fact that Vulcans dn accept outworlders ints their
comsunity, there is still a great reluctancey particularly on the part
of the more patrician traditionalists, to discuss with them thoir rites
and traditicns. Equally, thore are very few mixed marriages, mainly
pecause of biological and cultural differences which could be tos
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difficult te bridge., There have, however, bsen two or threc Vulcan-Terran
unions which have becn successfully productive. '

Theso unions tond to be viewed with suspicion £4r the most part, and
the product of thom... the half-breed children... are often lonply,
cenfused and difficult individuals who lack identification with either
of their parets' sccioties, Either they fail to be Vulcan at all,.. and
in Acing so, fail to be Terran tnn, ar thoy become so dntensely Vulcan
that thoy 111’1"1 great difficulty in solf-exnressicon and friendship.
Gonbrally, it is thought that a mixc? marriage 1s not a npo rtlcularly
good idea, ant is not t2 be rocommended,

THE PLANET TARTH,

Many of the personncl abeard the USS Enterprise ha bcen moulded by

their mother planct, Barth. It is a worl.) which onccuragcs 1n1t¢at1ve,
individuality and croat1VLty. Persoral froooom is highly »rizod, and
non-coninrmists tolerated to a high degree. There is eoxcellont hoalth

carc and educaticn, and sophisticated techunlogy is 2 major part of overy
day life. For people preparcd to work towards the goal of an idcal socioty
there arc abundant opportunities,

FOUNDATIONS OF THI NiW ORDER.

The feoundations of Terran scciety in the 22nd century 4A.D. were
formed Juring the decade of the 1990's,. During the carly years of that
- decade, a group of scientists and gonctisists announced to a startled
-world that they had produced a super-racc of humans with the object of
coveloping human~-kind into a master race of genotically porfect people,
Despite the instant and often violeont protests world-wide, the supermoen,
with the aid of the scientists whi had bred them, quickly took power and
control over all the majar governmonts of Barth, Then the inevitable
happened, and they started on their campaign to systematically destrso
all Minferior! pcoplc and races.

EUGENICS WAR.

Whon the humanists recovered from the shock of such a dovastating
tyranny, they guickly re-grouped, and their revulsion at what was happen-
ing finally eruptﬁd into full-scale, global warfarc. It was to be Barth's
last war; a war which, ironically, united all racoes against the most evil
and dangcrnus nower of thoe supermon.

After a long and bittor struggle, tho supcermen and their allics
woere defeateds Many wero klllcn, others were driven into dcop space,
Leaving the rest of humanlty to pick themseloves up from the ashes of
tatal war,.

THE NEW ORDER,

One radical and beneficial change came absut as a direct result of
the Lugenics War. During it, poople of all races had fought side by side
for the good of mankind as o whole, anl in the euphnria of peace, this
attitude remaincds The humanist leaders of the lny were gquick to oxploit
this, and soon re-formed the United Nations, which successfully pionecered
what came to bs known as The Now Ordoer,.

The new United Nations was as dynamic as the ¢1d one was ineffectual,
and because of the prevailing moosd of humanity, was far more able to
oxploilt the goo?l and cast out the bad with what amcunted t5 aluost total
acceptances Barriers, broken down Juring the war, were completely demaol-
ished, and the New Order was built upon a solid feoundation of freoedom,
personal libeorty, equality and opportunity for the whole of moankind, It
Wwas the beginning of a now, oxciting cora.




WATIONAL BOUNDARIES.

ALl pecplo must hove basic roats, for that is an inborn ingtincet of
nankind, T2 have pride and sense of purporsc, the hunan race neods to
assoclate diself with local tics rather thoan the world at large... a fact
truc oven when individuals ocre licht years oway from their notural honc.
Thus, national boundaries l:iosely remaln upon Barth, and national and
ethnic pride is encouraged rather than discouraged. Many pecple prefer to
remain within these boundaries, whilst enJoying the many bencefits of the
wider society as a whole, o

Ty a large degrec, cach M"State" governs itsclf with little interfer-
conce from tho United Noticns which, as a whole, makes decisions only of
major policys Poeople are completely free to chocge whore they reoside, and
within that boundary to choose thelr type ~f pelitics and policies, whecih
range in style from the most conservative tn the nnst flamboyant,

RACTAL TOLERANCH.

L socicty such as this tends to be fluid, The greatest majority of
people are well travelled and woll educated, which moans that they arc
far more awarc of cach other than were thelr ancoestors. There is a genuine
acceptance ©f each othor, and a -healthy respoect and interest in cultural
and othnic difforcncos.

RELIGLON,

Because of such o total beiief in Mankind as a whole, religion is
in general of sceondary impertance, and in may narts 27 the world virt-
ually non-oxistant, The wmajordty of people have outgrown the nceed for
such dectrines, although there is & very vague, gencral belicef in an
Ultinate Creator, ,

The major religions are still ropresonted, =8 arc a varicty of
quasi~religious movements, many of which are ¢olourful and have their
origins in other galactic races. Thoese are mainly supported by the young,
anl arc philossphics rathor than religious sects, with a preponderance
towards idcalisn rather than allegiance t a particular gudhead.

n gencral, however, thore is a wide-spread apathy towards religion,
despite a universal tolerance of it,

PHE CITY,

The basic unit of comwunity 1ifc is the city which, together with
its envirens, provides fur all the wmaterial roguirenonts of the populace,
Thoy are well planncd communitices where cenvironmont is of paramount
importanceo,

. The greatest majority of citics are ~f vast, lincar formation, which
is greatly favourcd by eonvironmoentalists. They cxtend lengthways for
several hundred kilometers, but arc usually no nore than twenty kilonet-
cres in depth, tho object belng to prescrve the enviromnent and to place
every one of the inhabitants as cleso ns possible to the open countryside.

The citics arc dvided, far practical purpnoses, into scotors, each
one belng a sclf-gontained community. Residential arcas are carefully
separated from industrial zones by poarks and gardens which, Juc to a
finc degrec of weather control, flourish in every part of the Barth,
Pellution control is exacting, and covery dndustrial zone ie responsible
for environmental preservaticn, Within cach scctor thoere are medical and
education facilitics, and the citizens enjoy cqually cxcellent facilitices
throughout the world,

RURAL CORMUNITIES,

Comsunitics away from the vast city compleoxes are much more basic.
Housing and insustrial units arce bullt around contral communal facllities
(ise, medical centre, schonl, stores eotc,) in a circular formation.

Bach communlty is virtually autonsmous, and tho majority of thoem arc
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are farming comnunities. Sowme, however, house what i1s known as "The Hew
Sceicty", young poople who, unlike the highly teochnological farmers, cke
2ut a living din a genuine attempt to revert to their ancestry.

"POSEIDONY,

For gonerations, mankind has been able to live bencath the sea;
first in atomic powercd submarines, then small, indcpendent units built
onto the floor of the acean and of dinterest only te the scilentistis.
Further experimcentation lagged far behind space technologye Global birth-
ratces declincd, there was, at last, encugh space upon the planet's sur-
face for Farth's inhabltants, and ®Soa-bed living"™ never captured the
inagination.

During the early part of the century, however, two large experimont- ”
al cities were built on the ocoan bed,and the experiment was called “"The
Poseidon Projectl.”

The popular name for the tws citics is "Poscidon Follies", for. they
have been a failurc, <desplto the wmany dncentives given from time to time
by the United Hations in an offort to nonulate the cities. Both citieo
remain grossly under-nopulated and grossly expensive to run at such a
low ratec of manpower. To the majority of people, the failurc of Poseldon
is obvious, and the project was doomed from the start. To people used to
travelling through the vast distances of sraco, life in an undersea city
would bo far too restrictive,

STARBASES,

There are six starbasc cities on Barth, a necessity for such a
widely travelled population. Thesc cities are jump-off points to the
entire galaxy, and are cxciting, fast-moving places, esspecially to the
vyoung, who gseom to bo drawn to thom like magnotse. Starflceet Conmand and
the merchant fleet have large basos at cach of the six cities. *n addit-
ion to the traffic they create, there orce also a wide varicty of trading
vesscls, colonisation ships and vacation starlincrs, both of Terran and
alich nrigin,

Starbasc citics, unlikce the regular communitices, arce chaotic, brash,
nodsy and exciting, Incvitably, they are hntheds for crime, prostitution
and intergalactic smugpling cn a huge scale, A11l too many people are
lured by the subtlec charn of these cities, crly to discover ftoo late that
the not has been cast over them and they are bolng dragsed downwards,

BOUSILNG,

Homes tend to be functicnal rather than beautiful and, apart from
local variations, fairly standard throughout the world. People tond not
to own palatial bulllings... althouch there is nothing to stop thoma..
because graclous living on such a grand scale is, in goneral, frowncd
upon and thought to be anti-social.

Apartments are the rulce rather than the excention, usually sited in
two-storey blocks with access to park arcas and open play-spaces for the
children, Fach apartment is Jesigned for maximum comfort and efficiency,
complete with solar heating and efficient air-conddftioning. Bach block
is served by a centralisecd computer-store, To go shopping, the houscewifc
merely nresses cut the correct sequence on her "Eitchon~Matc" and is thus
supplied automatically with her grocoerics. Food 1s elther pre-cooked, or
takes very little time to propare and serves The preparation and consuli-
piien of foaod takes place in one room, which is called "the family roont,
where TEC (sec communications) takes pride of place,

Thanks to wmodern farming techniques, food is in plentiful supply,
although it tends to be unadventurous except in the starbasc cities
whoere the more exctic can be readily purchascde.. at a pricc.

Stanle foodstuifs arc reolatively inexpensive, thanks to cxeellent
weather control and the developmont of high-yeild, discasc-resistant
crops. Tripletriticale wheats and dcca yield soya‘flourish|in most
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climates., Krill is, along «ith soya, a majsr scurce f protein, and can
be obtaincd in nany A fferent flavours and Jressings. Krill, of which
there is an nver~abundance since the extincetisn of the whale, is fished
in great quantities in the intarctic scase Mcat and fresh vegetables are
a rarity in thce citics. :

Because of the easc with which food is proparcd, people tonl not to
cat cut. There arc very fow restauvrants, and of the existing ones, the
majority are specialised, intergalactic-style pnlaces wheih are vory
exXponsive, ‘

CLOTHING.

Ciothing is always mado exclusively of synthetic fibre, which is
recycled rathor than woashed., ds always, it is the young who sct the
trends in fashion, and they often gn frr the more "way-out?, intcergal-
actic styles, which are quickly modificd to suit cveryonce's taste, Por
cverylay wear, styles arc very casual, trousers and tunic tops being
almost standard wear for both scxes.

TRANSPORT / COMi UNICATION.,

- Becausc of the large Jistances dnvnlved, cven within a single city,
transport and communication arc of naramcunt importanco, :

Since the majerity of residential zoncs are polestrianised, public
~transport is hoth cheap and highly cfficicnt, The major way »f perssnal
communilcation ds by swift underground and overheal monoraill systoems,.
Longer juurnies are male in solar powered ground cars, which can be
hired from strategic points wiithin cach city sector. For intercontinental
travel, hyporscnic airliners are used,; whilst visits to Lunaport, or any
of the necar-distance colonies, arc undertaken in atomic-battery powered
space lincrs.

Vidco=-phones arc in usc worid-widc, and most peodle have one insgta-
lled in their homes. Simple, push-~button systoms are cnough to speak to
and see anyonc anywhoroe in the viorlds, Short range communicators are
alss popular, but the leong-range type arc exponsive ‘and uscd cxclusively
by busincss mon. .

"Phroeo-dimensional ¥Entertainment CentreM,known universally as TEC,
is the main featurc of almest cvery homee TEC 1s a sophisticatel oxton~
gion of the Counled Charge Yevice, which was pioncercd in the 20th
century. Onc whole wall is given over to TEC, tho plceturc beding back
prajected, The picturc is in three-tidmensional c¢>lour and can be used
purely for entertaimment, or as o spectacular backdroy offocts Vicwdiata
can alsc be program:cd into TEC, giving a wide range of information and
reaiing material. . ' ‘ '

el

BDUCATION.

Education is highly »nrized, and within reach of anyonc preopared to
take “the vast rangce of opportunitics offcred, ant there is an cxcellent
Aegres of unifornity throughout the world, TEC gives casy accoss to
every tyne of subject matter requirced, and is upually packaged in an
attractive, clucational and most versatile way. From the age of four
years, when formal education beginsg children ars perfectly used to and
at case with the computerised way of a.similating knowlcdge.

It is thought that there is far morc to education than mercly
absorbing facts, and children are taught from an early age to be indep-
cndant, couragcous and adventurous. Many schemes involve spaco travel
and camping cxpeditions to othor plancis, ans all childron arc actively
involved in sector projects, which give thom a sense of duty and worth
to the community as a whole.
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HEALTH CARE,

Heoalth carc is uniformly good, and there is a high standard of care
taroughout the worlds, possibly bucause it is both standardiscd and soc-
ialised, being paid for by direct taxation. _ |

Health in gencral is cexcellent, and 1ife expectancy has riscn dramat-
ically, the normal life span now being 100+ planct years. Most major dis-
cases have been conquersd, or arc curable. Cancer, in all its forms, is a
treatable discasc, ro longer to be fearcd, thanks to genetic onginecring
techniques which enable scietists to roplace mutant renes with perfect
CNnes.

Sparc part surgery is also commonplace, now that the rejection
probulems have been overcome, In fact, there is excellont knowledge of
auto-immunity within the body, enabling the successful implantations of
synthetic, durable organs, rather than human cadaver organs, Which arec
not so durables. The knowledge of the auto~immune processcs have also
enabled physicians to cure successfully discases such as arthritis and
disseminated sclorosis.

In the ficld of infection control, powerful virus vaccines and "One
Day" antibiotices have replaced conventional antibiotics, thus reducing
the risk of creating mutant strains of resistant bacteria and virus.
Vaccines arc alsc used to proevent tooth docay.

Major fields of medicinc tend to be the traumatic surgery, psychiatry
deep space studies and alicn medicinc, the latter boing of great interest
to the young doctors and rescarch workers, many of whom arc making a
hamo for.themselves in this fiold,

ENTERTAINMENT LND SPORT,

Universally, TEC is the major cntertainment sourcc, It not only
provides twenty four hours of non-stop cntortainment in: a varicty of
forms, but also provides any amount of information, music and holographic
dioramic "Backgrounds", which can tramsorm a foamily room into anything
from a Terran Junsle to a Vulcan descrt,

Within the cities, cach scctor has o thriving cntertainment contre,
where music, dance, drama and art exhibitions are recularly held in rich
profusion, ranging from the classical to the most "Way out" alicen style,
The Entortainment centres also offer scope for hobbyists and indoor
gportists of all kinds.

Great emphasls is_placed upen the importance of kcoping fit, and
nearly everyone, young and old, indulgces in some type of outdoor activity
or sporte Much usc is made of the hugoe tracts »of open, natural country-
side, and camping, fishing, mountaineering, sailing and sther such pur-
suits are most popular with everyone, The major teanm geame is still scccer,
and there are teams, amateur and professional; in colourful profusion.

"Nightlife" is both sophisticated and expensive, but in each sector
there are cosy little bars where the locals can meet without the expense
of "Going Downtawnt,

SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS AND CONTRACEPTION,.

There is a high degrec of sexual freedom, and a high degrec of
tolerance, Sex has long since ceasced to be an unmentinnable subject, and
is a sourcé of genuine pleasure and fulfillment... a healthy, natural
approach cncouraged by the leading psychologists of the daye.

" Because of this freedom, contraception is universally accented, and
used by hoth males and femalcse. Couples tend ts have no more than two
children. Lerger familtics are considercd to be anti-social,

Contraception is safe, simplc and effective, Tho drug, known simply
ag "rhe Membrance®, is taped onto the inside of the upper arm for two .
hours, and is absorbed inte the bloodstream via the capilliaries. Ie is
affective for 300 days,.

Such is the offectiveness of the Membrane that abortion is rarely
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required for soelzl reasons, but is porfcctly acceptable, and is carricd
sut under medical supervision by use of the "One Hour bpiiin,

MARRI AGE AND DIVORCE.

Marriage is thought of as a nmoere convention, and many couples chonse
not to go through any form of ceremony, but onter a form of contract
with cach other which, essentially, safeszuards rights to nroperty and
the welfarc 2f any children, This, in fact, is the civil rite of any
marriage and is necessary by law, although there ara many uniong of
mutual consentaess a great burden to the authoritics since noither proper-~
ty nor offspring arec safeguarded logally,.

There is also a wide variety of "Ceremonics" which arc coupled with
the contract, many of thesc having a religicus or philosophical bhasis.
Some forms of alien marrisge coreomrnics arc becoming very nopular amongst
the young, C - L

In such a sot up, the divorcc rate is naturally bigh, and very easy
to obtaine Notice of divorce is given in writing to the civil legal
authoritics, after which a perion »f no less than tws months nmust clapse
whilst settlement of children and property are dealt with. Then, with
the final Iegal approval of the settlement, the marrviage is declared void,

THE FAMILY.

The family group is very locsely wovoen and informal ofton to the
point of non-existancc, The tendency to travel and migration, coupled
with the high divorco rate, often splits family units. Childron are
cxposcd to diserganised family life from an carly age, and arc vory
indepondent of parcnts, In geoneral, thoy socialisc nore with their DOErS
than with their immodiate. frmily,

CONCLUSION,

The world's population is fit, healthy and well cducated, Thelr
living standards arc high, and they enjoy 1life to the full in a world
that is beautiful, and freo from war and racial intoleranccs
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NHRA “RHI.

(THE REAFFIRMATION)

PROLOGUE,

When the Enterprise was gilven clearance for standard orbit arsund
the planet Vulean, and the helmsman made the final manocuvre, Kirk
relaxed,

Micll, here we arc!" he announced to no-cnce in particulare, "Ton days
R & R while the FEntorprise undergoes maintenance, I trust you all spend
it wisely. Dismiss, cveryonc! Have a good time!n '

That was what the bridge crow had been waiting fore. With the except-
ion of Kirk and Spock they departeds Swiftly, Kirk swivelled in his chair.

"inything planned, Spock?™

"Phore is something I must do, sir. Something I have neglected until
now, and cannct put off forever.™ He locked up at Kirke "I would be
honoured 1€ you would accompany me, Cantain,®

Eirk smiled, gonuincly plcascd. "Sure, Spock, I'd love toe. I had
nothing clse planned anyway. What do yow have in minden

Spack stoepled his fingers. "First, T nust visit my narents. I tock
the liberty of anticipating your acceptance and have olreoly dnformed ny
mother of cur impending arrival. Then we will embark upon the Reaffirm-
atione.s the Pilgrimage of Nhra Grhi."

CHAPTER L : THER HOME-COMING.

They beamed -lown to the multiple transporter bay of the typical
shore-leave base which, like all such bases, was noisy and crowded,
Traders in exctic wares mingled with off-duty crows. Bars, hotels and
stores of covery description were crammed togother in secntingly endless
profusicn, Neither Kirk nor Spock wanted to iingoer therc, so as guickly
as they could completc the transaction they hired a ground-car and were
scon specding along the open highway which wound through the reddish-
brown hills and scorchod landscapcs

Within two hours they were within sight of ShigKhaps Spack's home
city. Kirk asked Spock to stop on tho brow of a hill, and the Vulcan
braled the car toe a halt. They Both climbed out to ook down upon the
Citye

It was a marvellous sight, contrasting surprisingly with its back-
ground of desert and tawny hills, Many-~facoted buillings rose upwards
betweon public gardens. Pedestrain walkways wore troc~lincd and well
shaded from the heat of the relentless sune. The whole city was surrounded
Ly a continucus landscapcd park which shimmered with the hues of shrubs
ant flovers.

"Spock, it's beautdifult®

r
The Vulcan noddoed a solomn acknowledgonent. "ShiKhar was once tho
principal city of Vulcan," he explaincd., "The government still convenes
here at the High Council Chamber. The whole area has been designed to
give its inhabitants pcace and beauty." He smiled, very bricfly. "We must

be on our wWaye My mother would never forgive me if we were to arrive WM

Inside the bLeautlful city there was just one major highway for the
usc of ground-carse. Spock parked theirs at a public port, and carrying
their kit they walkced the rest of the way. In the reicntless heat and
thin atmnosphere, Kirk was relicved whon they turned into a more shaded
nathway. It was hemmced in by high garden walls over which trallicd vinces
of purple and ochroes Spock halted at one of the »nnlished weodon gates. It
apenoed sllently inte o lavely garden, at tho oend of which was a house.

"Welcone to my houicy Jim," he said slanly. _
The parden was lush and coonl, and 82 poaccful that 1t was difficult
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to believedney were in the centre of a large citye. is they went along
the path towards the house fmanda camce smiliang forward ta grect the., She
touched Spock's upralsed fingers in an affectionate grocting.

"Snocky, iAt's s0 good to scee you againt?
"Poace, Mothore I am pleascd to sec yoult

Jmanda turned to Kirk and shook his hand warmly. "Captain Kirk, you
ara an hcenoured gucst. WelcomeiM

"L am honoured to he here, Lady Amanda,"™ he t0ld hor gonuinely.

"Sarck apolegises for his absonce - an important business appointe
ment in the city which he cnuld not put off - Lut he will be hack
shortly. Please c¢ome insicde. You wmust be hot and tired after your journeyyn

The Sareks!' home was gracicus and pcaccful, It was a comfortable,
spacious and somewhat old-fashioned place, which made it all the more
homely, Sarck's wealth and social standing were certainly unobtrusive,
and there was nothing showy. 4Amanda's influence was everywhere : the
bowls of carefully arranged flowers, the afpghans over the chair backs,
and the baoks in the roccess, all obviously well road,

"First you must refresh yourselves," amanda ordered kindly. "Thon I
will show you to your room, Captaine. I honce that Spock still romeombers
his, cven though it has been s¢ 1ongee!

Mothereeo ! Spock warncd gently. fmanda smiled and pourcd the
arinks,

"Nothing alceholic,.Captain, but refreshing.n

They lingoered over the drinks whilst Kirk admircd Amanda's books.
She then fook him to the guest room, indicated the bathroom, and
departed. After Xirk had showered and changed into something less formal
than his uniform, Spock tapped gently on the deor;, and Kirk invited him
in. The Vulcan, now dresscd informally himself in a plain, sandy~coloured
tunlc and pants, gazeldl arcund the familliar room and sat downe.

"Plcase excuse my mothers She only talks too much because it is so
long since she saw moe!

"Spock, your mother is a charning lady! It!'s quite natural for her
te be exeited by your homccomings. She is Human,™ '

Spock regardod Kirk intently, then gave a rarc smiles "It is good
to be home," he conceoded scftly. "And it is good that I am sharing my
nome with you, Jim Kirk."

CHAPTER 2 : REFLECTIONS,

Spock was not alfogether cortain why he had invited Jim Kirk to
share his lcave, Usually he did nnt take leave anyway, preferring to
smend his free time in gulet meditation. But he knew that his parcnts
would cxpect him to visit, Besides, there was thoe.matter of the Nhra
Grhl. Evory Vulcan must complete the pilgrimage at least once, and this
was an ildeoal apuortunitys. To share the exwericnce with an outworlder
was not usual, but the captain was his closest friend. There was so
much he wanted to tell Jim XKirk : so much he wanted him to sharc.

His home never changoed muche, It was as endurable as the city
hoyond ite His mother looked nlder, it ghe romained the same warn,
loving figure who had dominated his childhood : the one person to anprec-
late hig many difficultics.

Walking int- the house was like reliving his past. The flowers
could have been the onss ho remembered as a childs The afghans could
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have retaincd the same folds. 4nd therc wers the bosks, woll-loved, woll
read, growing nlder with thoir owner, bhut nevaer discarded. Tho books had
been important to him : a ncans of escape from the harsh reolitics of
his existence,

The furniture was old-fashiosned now, but comfrrtable and well madcs
His father had nover boen onc for changing for the sake of fashion, Sarck
had always been c¢onservative in his outlook, and cxcept for one time had
never stepped out of lins with tradition. That one time was when he had
marricd Amanda. Even now the union remained an enigma to his patrician
family, Yet it had stood the test of time for over forty years, and there
remained a deep-seated loyalty and respect all too often absent from the
more wsual of Vulcan marriages.

His old room, too, brought back memories, It had been a refuge to
him during childhood and adolescence when his many personal difficulties
had overwhelmed him the most. Many problems remained, but with adulthood
had come maturity and control. Eventually, he had felt strong enough to
cope without the security of his room.

Typical of Amanda, she had preserved the rcom as it had always been.
The sleeping couch, covered with the gaily patterned rug; the plain walls,
decorated with his childish attompts at traditional artform; the old
cupboard, filled with bojhood treoasures; the old-fashioncd photograph of
a young boy dressed in a short, simple tunic with his arms claspod love
ingly arcund the shaggy ncck of his pet schlat,

The young Spock had been able to smile so much morc recadily than the
older onc, he reflected as he stroked his old lyre, which had given him
so much frecdom from the inward hurt.

Nos Not much was differcnt nowW... Not his old roowm, nor himself.
Maturity had brought with it a different kind of pain; the one of not
boing able to express true feclings. How easy it would have beon to say
to his mother, "I love you." How casy it would havc been to say to Jim
Kirk, "I lovc you." But as always the opportunities passed him by, In
maturing, in becoming morc Vulcan than most Vulcans cver could be he had
given up the right of self-exprossion, perhaps forever,

When his father returned from the city, Spock grected him formally.
He remainsed wary of Sarck, The breach between them had only rccently
healed. Sarck, however, scomed genuinely plcascd to see hinm, and greeted
Spock and Kirk with a surprising warmth,

"Fricndship is highly honoured on Vulcan," Sarek told Kirk,"and I
am honoured to welcome my scn's friend to our homo."

Kirk responded formally but smiling. Sarck turncd to Spock. "What
arc your p lans, Spock®"

"I would like to show Jim our city. I then intond to partake of the
Nhra Grhi."m

His fathoer, not wanting to embarrass Kirk, slippcd casily into the
common Vulcan languages. "Our rituale for outworlders, Spock?"

"The Nhra Grhi is the reaffirmation of life. James Kirk is my Kahn
Lawh, and the pilgrimagc does not exclude personal friends.' In English,
he sald, "Jim does not yet know of the implications of Nhra Grhi, Wec must
enlighten him bofore we set out upon our journey."

"I would cortainly like to know what it entails," Kirk agreod, "I
know 1ittle of your rituals.!

Then I shall be your instructor, Captain," Sarek offered quickly.
"You must know the purpcese of your Jjourncy bheforoe you begin," le smilgd;
always so confident, hc was able to oxXpress himself so much more reoadily
than his son.
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Amanda hovercd. "Please spare Jim your explanations until tomorrow,
Sarek!" she chided gontly. "He must be weary after his journcy, and he is
not yet used to our thin atmospherc. He nceds to rost and,eeM

MMother...!" Spock warncd for the sccond time that daye

Sarek sighed, casing himsclf into a chaire. "You know what your
mother is like, Spock. I have tried unsuccessfully for yecars te change
her.," .

Spock was beginning to relax in his father's company at last. "Yes,"
he roplied teasingly, "I know cxactly what you mean. She always was nmost
ilicgical, I have often wondered why you marricd hepeM

"It did scofiese"

"ewslogical at the time!" fmanda replicd faughingly. “Spock, Sarclk,
that joke of yours is years old!M" She turncd to Kirk, "Although Vulcans
will tell you they never joke, Jim, they makc a fair attompt. Come - Lot
us leavo thiss... illogical pair; I wish to show you my gardon.™

CHAPTER 3 : THE IDIC GARDEN,

"Tour garden is beautiful!™ Kirk told Amanda appreciativeoly,

"Thank you, Jdime I likc to think I have a way with flowers, although
our gardcner often disputes the fact. This is an IDIC garden. Many
differcent texturcs, shapes and colours combine harmoniously to create the
wholes T likc it hercs It is a peaccful place,"

Kirk smiled - he liked Amandas. "Spock would have mo belicve that
Vulcan is such an austore world, but I find it much diffcrent from that.
It is a place of peace and beauty "

"Spock is more Vulcan than a Vulcan., He has to bey, and that malkos
him wmore austore than any Vulcan I know. He does have beauty and pootry,
but they are locked inside of him. He cannot sXpress himself adequatcly
because no is not at peace with himsclf. Both Sarck and I have failed him
there."

"You seom tc know Spock morc than ho knows himsclf,®

"I thinkees I hopoees I doe Spockts childhocd and adoloscence were
not happy years. e had so nany problemns, problems so personal he could
not discuss themees even with his father, He has improved these past few
yoars; he is more relaxed, more surc of himsclf. That is due to you, Jim,
Your friendship." ,

"I can't claim all the credit. Sure, Spock has found security in
Starflect, but he has had to meet things half waye''

"But you, Jim Kirk, arc his Kahn Lawh,"

"Kahn Lawhon ‘

"A Vulcan term, difficult to translate, I'm sure Spock would cxplain

more fully. Essentially, it mcans that you are a special friend, For sone-
one like Spock such fricndship doces not come casily."

"Then he does me great honour," Kirk sald sincerely. "Fricendship
does not come casily to me cither M

"You have no familye"

"One nephow, Petors My brother and his wife arc both deads I rarcly
sce Peter, Ho lives with his maternal grandparcnts, which is porhaps as
well - I'm not particularly good with children.™

"You have no~onc spocial?®
"The Enterpriscs My c¢rew say I'm married to hors Thore were two



a2

speeial peoples COne died in a strcet accident, the other also died with
the child she was bearing.”

"A lonely man," Amanda agrecd. "I understand all ship's captains arc
soe™" She looked up at the darkening sky. "Soon, it will be night. On
Vulcan there is nelther dusk nor moonlight, and I still miss bothe I
think I will go back to tho housc now, but pleasc romain here if you wishy

"Thank yous I find the coolness pleasant after the hoat !

Kirk watched Amanda walk towards the house, Onc helluva woman, he

thought as he wandcrod at loilsure through the garden, enjoying the cool-
ness of the evening,

CHAPTER 4 : KOON-UT-KAL-I-FREE,

Barly the following moralng over a breakfast of toasted grain and
kamsin milk Sarck explaincd to Kirk the purposc of Nhra Grhi.

"Simply translated, 1t mcans "Re-affirmation", the Vulcan told him
guietly. "Thercfore, Nhra Grhi is a pilgrimage to re—affirm the pathways
of onc's life, in order to secck the meaning of onc's present and futurc
existances Fragmentation becomes a whole, and 1life becomes Once! Sarck
smiled at him, "It dis said, Captain, that to partake of thce Nhra Grhi
with one's. Kahn Lawh ~ close friend -~ will assist both participants to
become as Ones The traversce life's pathways togother and arc co-joined in
the final re-affirmation,” His expressive eyes appraiscd Kirk for a
moment, then he noddeds, "I am well pleased that my son has chosen yolu.

Go in peace te your Nhra Grhl together, Roturn as Onc.!

Soon afterwards they sald goodbye to Amanda and Sarck, shouldercd
their packs and set gut to retrieve the hired ground car. The fiery ball
of Vulcan's sun was already above the horizon as they started off along
the main highway towards the scorching desert boyond ShiKhar, Ten kilon-
pters from the city they halted at a spot so achingly familiar to them
both,.

There was nothing, now, to disturb the tranquillity and isolation of
the ancient circle of stone; no chimes, no thronc, no suggestion of a
challenge laid down and token. For this was Koon-ut-kal-~i-fee - the place
of marriage and challengoe

Spock's features barely changed as he c¢limbed down from the car,.
Silently, he moved towards the ancient stones, his feet disturbing the
dust and a family of brightly coloured lizards, Xirk climbed out too, but
did not disturn Spock's reveric, realising how painful his memories must
have been., After several minutos the Velean rcused and turned round to
look directly at Kirk.

"The only regret I have concerning this place,™ he stated quietly,
Mg that I almost killed youl.®

"I'm still alive to tell the taley, so no horm done, ch??

"No thanks to mo,!" Spock sald solemnly, and turncd back to touch
the worn stonce "I &id not want or necd marriage. for me it would have
been most unacceptable, Technically, T'Pring and I were marricd when we
were seven vears olde The union could have been nullified when I enterecd
Starflcet secrvice, but for some reason it nover was. T!'Pring's challcnge
was not ontirely unoxpoctoed. Even hore, on Vulcan, I am what I ame"

"Tf T'Pring's challonge was made bzcause of your parentagCess

"ot entircly," Spock answored shortly. He did not scom te want to
talk any more of the disasterous ‘marriage!, and Kirk did not proess him,
Taking the initiative, he climbed back intc the car, and Spock followed
him siloentlye. -
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. They continucd to travel across the bloak, searing desert towards
the tawny mountain, Therc was 1little sign of life apart from the lizards
and an occasional ground car bound for ShiKhar, ~

Kirk travelled with his own memories. Somehow, the strange circle of
stones they had had left behind in the dry, thirsty desert stirred up
the thought of his own encounters. Bdith Keelelrees Hdithes. Even now,
after all this time, the hurt of the long-remembered loss remained,

It had had to be : her tragedy., And in being, it had brought an
everlasting pain which was always so close to the surface of his mind,
Thelr love had been so good, With Fdith his life would have been richly
rewarding,

But ne was James Kirk, Captain of the Starship Enterprise., Bdith was
dead, Her time had not been his. Perhaps some day, he thought hopefully,
the sense of loss would diminish, and he would .remember only the joy of
those few precious days they sharcd togethoer,

CHAPTHER 5 : THE BONDING,
Spock too rememboered.

The girl-child had boen just seven yoears old, and zlready vcry
beautiful, His father had taken him to the traditional Place of Bondinge..
Kal-tu-Lahks.s on foot, Out beyond the confincs of tho city, into the
desert, and down into thce Vale of Windgee.. %0 Kal~tu~Lahk,

Despite his more seven years , Spock had not flinched from duty,
and had stepped out manfully beside Sarek. He had been trained to his
Vulcan heritage from birth... far better than wost boysess and endured
the hardships of the long walk through the desert in stoic silence.

They had finally reached Kal-tu-Lahk, a barren dust-bowl in the
centre of the Vale of Winds, the traditional site of bonding for his
clan since recorded time, T'Pau was already seated upon her throne, and
spoek had gazed up at her in awe, Beside her were the bearers of the
chimes, '

Sarek ant & Spock had approached the throne, and Sarek had givén
T'Pau the WVulcan salute,

"Live long and prosper, T'Pau,™
"Live long and prospor, Sarck. Thee has brought thy son for bonding?"

"I have, T'Pau, as it ie writton in the laws of our clan." Spock
felt himself{ being pushed gently forward., "My gon, T'Pau, whosc name is
Spock."

T'Pau's all-sccing syes had rested upon the small, dusty body. He
had keen tall for his age, but had felt so insignificaat in hoer prescnces

"Thee has imstructed thy son, Sarck?"
"In all our ways, T'Pau,"
"Spock, stop closcr."

He had taken three stops closer to the throne, gazing up at her. He
had seen her only once bafore, at the death of his grandfathor, Her faco
was coldes, omotionless. So different from his own mother, that beaut-
1ful Porran woman who was so warm and gontle,. :

"Spock, son of Sarck, thoe has come to this place of bonding for
the ceremony handed down by our forefathors in readiness for Pon Farr,
when the bondmate thy father has chosen, for thee will serve thy body. Do
thee understand?™ '

"L understand, T!Pau."
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He had undcrstood Pon Farr, that time of madnoss. He had secn his
father in the condition, and had witnesscd what that madncss had made him
do to his mothcr. He had not iiked it, But he was a Vulcan, and so too
was the madness : as inescapcablce as the bhonding.

T'Pau had signalled to the bearers. Thelr chimes had tinkled in the
hot, still air. o -

"Lot the bonding cercmony begin!®

Spock was lcd by his father into the centre of the dust bowl. From
the opposite dircction had come his bondmate and her father, walking
slowly towards thom, '

He had not scen the girl before. She was small for her age, and
coldly beautifui, If she had felt resentful at being bonded to a half-
Terran, then he had not been able to read it in her deep, dark cyces.

She had stopped in front of him, and their eyes had met, T'Pau had
,1ifted her hand, and the bearers had ceascd the shaking of their chimes.
A8 the tinkling ccho had dicd away, T'Pau had addressed the two children.

"Spock, son of Sarck, T'Pring, daughtcr of Spon, prepare to be
bonded, as thy parents were bonded, and their parcnts,”

Spock had felt casicr knowing the girl's name, It gave her individ-
uakity. T'Pringees all Vulcan was in that name,

Slowly and very gently he had stretched out his hands and touched
hor forchecads T'Pring had cmulatod hime He had felt hor cool, sensitive
fingers on his ocwn hot forehead.

He had closcd his cyes to help him concentratc., The bearers had
begun to intone a meonotonous chant, and his body hod swayed to the rhythm,

He had been on fire with a strange and unfamiiiar passion; not
unpleasant, but very disturbing, His body and mind had been aflame, his
personality stripped away to make blurred images in his minds Slowly,
the images had taken shape, and had becoms the porsonallity of T'Pring...
nerging... mclting with his own until they became one entity. He 1 Spock.
She : T'Pring. Bonded togeother until the time of his first Pon Farr.

"We are Cnc!"m Spock had chanted, and his mind and body had suddenly
been realeased from the fiery passion.

"We are Cne!" T'Pring had ¢choed, anc the relcase had beeh made
final.

I'Pring had boeen the first onc to fall forward into the dust, It
was usual at the time of bonding, for the mind-meld was cxhausting for a
child so younge Spock had fought agoinst unconsciousness. He had nceded
to prove to all those present that he was wholly Vulcan. T'Pau had
inteoned the last chant of the coromony.

"The bonding of thy son, Sarek, to thy daughtcer, Spon, is now
complete, Thy children will not moeot again until Pon Farr. Take thy chil-
dren from this place of bonding. Live long and prosper.!

Swiftly, the darkness had descended upon the young boy, Spocke.

CCHAPTER 6 : LAIKHAR,
Edithese BEdith Keclores. In painful flashes of senring memory, he
roemombérad,

Kirk had never before allowed himself to dwell upon their time '
togother, and had -~ or thought he had - pushed to the far rcaches of hig
nind tho tragic circumstances of her death, But now, the momory cane
flooding painfully back to him.
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Her gontle, loving touch... her voice, tender and swoot,.. thoir
beautiful relationship, severed forcver. His time had not becn hers, and
tho penalty had bean her 2cathea.e

) "Your ways are perhaps bottor." Spock's roflective voice broke his
train of thought abruptly. Unnaccountably annoyed at the intrusicn, Kirk
locked up at Spock sharply. '

"You think so?" hc snappede

"To choosc one's partner... yos, that is logicals.. or not to choose
a partacr at all, cach according to his requirements. It is the only way."

"It can be painful at times. Mest of us do not choose a partner
merely because we reguire one! Love comes into the choice someplace. And
there are mistakoes, tragedios, momorics almost too painful to bear,
longing which might nover be fulfillodeee™

"I an aware of the multi-faceted nature of Terran love, Jime"
"I expoct,™ Kirk snapped, "you read about it someplacel®

Instantly, he wished ho had not said that, He had boen irritated,
and sarcasm «id not go down too well with the over-scnsitive Vulcane
Outwirdly Spock did not change, but he scemed to inwarlly shrink away
sorichow,

"I'm sorry, Spocks" Kirk apologiscd gruffly., "That lamnod marriage
rlacesss It brought back memorios for mo too, I gucsse. Painful memories
»f what might have bsong?

"No mattere" Spuck's tone was offcndeds "I was about t0 sa¥eeo" Ho
faltered uncharacteristically. "No matter," he repeated, thon lapsed
into siloence.

At midday they halted and ate and drank from their provisions. Spock
remaine d tense, and Kirk knew from long exporience that the Vulcan was
edgy after the morning's unfortunate incident, After a short rest they
continued their journey in virtual silence,

Soony the mountains leomed up before them on the near horizon, rising
shoer from the desert floor of endless ochre sand, The rugged peaks
shimnered in the harsh brilliance of the sun, manacingly beautiful,

Cleser, were angular, wind-scourcd duncs on which grow groey-leafed
strub clinging tenacisusly to the friablc earthe Deftly, Spock manoseuvred
the car through the Junes, which stretched in a scoemingly ondless vista
towards the feet of the meountains, It was surprising, thercforc, when
they came to an abrupt end at the perimeter of a huge dust-bowl, several
k¥ilometerces in diameter, Crumbling groey stone rosc from the Jdust. Broken
walls, turrets, towers, portals, all decaying in the awesome heats, Spock
brought the car to a halt and clinmbed out, and Kirk followed., They stood
on the dusty lip of the sand-bowl, gazing down at the sad, mouldering
ruins,

"LaiKhar," Spock explained shortly. M"Once a city the size and
beauty of ShiKhar,"

"What happened?™

"Greed, Ware. This desert was once a vast, fertile plain. Avaricious
landswners eventually reduced the whole arsa to desert. Then came the
last of our many wars, and LaiKhar was finally reduced to rubble. Scon,
the desert created by our forefathers encrcached upcn it. Not too far
into the future, LalKhar will be overwhelmed completelyl.” '

You sound almost poetical, Spocka"

"o, Just sad.m
They bogan to scramble downwards towards the ruins, until they
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reached what was once the city gatese. A massive lintel. lay smashed in
the sands. Vulcan script was clearly visible etched into the stone, Spock
bent down, translating the script as he brushed it clear of dust with
his hand,.

"Stranger, welcomcs. Entcr LaiKhar with Peace, and leave her in the
joy 2f hor beauty." Ho stond up, his coyes scarching the sad ruins. "We
carie here as children, for hore we began to lcarn of nur history, and
learned the first lesson concerning our personal lives. Life that is a
desert will crumble and die as LaiKhar crumbled and died. But the life-
desert is self-inflicted, as this desert was, and can be overcome as
this desert never will be., The citadel of Iidfe can be robuilt, providing
that inspiration, pcace and logic provails."

"A ncat allegory, Spock, but none too easy, I guocss."

Mo," Spock agreed guletly. "It is not ecasy.M
L I q

CHAPTER / : LONELINESS.

They camped for the night in the craggy foothills abo¥ve the ruined
city on a shelfered plateauv in which grew sweet-~smelling An-Xal bushes.
The perfume of them was heavily laden in the thin, crisp alr as they
settled down in the ground car to rest. Almost immediately Kirk fell to
sleep, leaving Spock alone in the thick blankcet of darknesse.

It was not his nature to indulge in self-pity, and he was not - or
g0 he told himself - indulging in it now, He wWas mercly anslysing his
thoughts and attompting to place thom in some sort of logical order,

That the Human and Vulcan raccs would forever misunderstamd each
other was nothing new to Spocks He had been awarce of it from carly child-
hoods His fathor on Earth, his mother on Vulcan... and hinself...

He allowed himself an onigmatic suile, so bricf that anyamc watching
aight not have been aware of it.

Snock knew more than most about the loncliness of isolation and of
rejection; although, he admitted cautiously to himsclf, it had perhaps
been much of his own doing, like the sclf-inflicted descrt, and the
ruins of Laikhare. For much of his life he had shyed away from any sort of
lasting rolationship, fearing rejoction, fearing an involvement which
night reveal his inner self,

He turncd a reflective facc towards Jim Kirk. Kirk... his cxcoeption
to every onc¢ .of his own strictly laid-down rules. In tho beglnning, he
had not wanted or sought after Kirk's fricendship. Yet again, his old
fears had denicd him the inner satisfaction of fricndship - a relation-
ship he knew hc s0 badly nccdeds

But somchow, despite all the obstacles he had purposely placed in
the way of friondship, the relatioanshin had grown, Now, it was so strong,
so endurable, that it hurt him to realise that he could not express
adequately cenough to Kirk exactly what he felt.

Somewhere in the darkness of the mountalins a wild animal howled
plaintivelys Jim Kirk turned in his slecp, his breathing deep and
regular.

% 80 casSYeee* Spock thought. ¥ So casy to stretch cut my hand...
to wake YyoUsee To tell you how I focl.es

Love? No, Jim, my knowledge was not gained from books or library
tapes. Lt was youl! You taught me to love. And it hurts... Oh how it
nurts! So easYees but perhaps tomorrow., Teworrow I will tell you, Jim,
my friendeee. :

Sometimes, I wish the darkness would last foreverese*
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CHAPTER 8 : THE BRAUTY OF UGLINESS.

The hot, fiery dawn was just beginning to break over the horizon
of desert and mountains when Kirk woke up, refreshed after a good night's
sleeps, He was not surprised to discover that Spock was already up and
preparing breakfast. The Vulcan glanced up as Kirk emerged from the
ground care.

"Good morning, Jim. Sleep well?2"

"Sure, thanks," He yawned and stretched, sniffidg into the alr,
"Say, that swmells good. I never knew you could cookli!

"We are taught the art of survival in the desert from an carly age.
I have preparcd Tal-Lar, Plcase, cat."

Kirk enjoyed his breakfast in the opem, the hecat not yet too uncom-
fortable for him, The Tal-Lar, flat pancakes made ¢f Vulcan wheat, were
excellont, and Spock appeared to be in far better humour than the day
bofore, After a leisurely meal they prepared the ground car and contin-
uned their journey at an easy-going pace.

With their backs to the great, dusty desert, they were soon climbing
higher into the mountains, following a little-used trail which wound
through the precipitous crags, sheer on either side, Every kilometre or
s0 of the trail was maked off by neatly built stone buildings. Bach one
had a doorway, but no window of any kind. They were deserted, @nd there
was no sign of 1ife., Spock halted at one of the erofts, and they cliubed
cut,

"These are the family shrimes of the hlll people," he explained.
"Every family has such a shrine, and one is required to make a pilgrim-
age to it at least once in one's lifetime,"

Kirk encircled the shrin¢ carefully, not wanting to be in breach of
Vulcan etiquettes It was well made out of mountain rocky cach piece
carefully overlapping the other. Above the lintel of the doorway was an
inscription which, Spock told him, bore the namc and clan of the family.

"I find it strange," Kirk said, "that so much attention is paid to
dead relatives, You Vulcans do not acknowledge a Godhead, and yet you
worship your ancestors, You,es"

“MThero 18 no worship dimvelved here. Perhaps -~ many thousands of
years ago - but no longer."

"hen what is the significance of these shrines?®

"A place of peace and meditation. An opportunity to reach back
into time and recall onc's roots, onc's inkeritance of life, and in
recollection to meditate upon one's own life. The significance, Jim, is
Life, not death,"

Spock stood imside the doorway, buckoning Kirk, Inside was one
square room, dark, damp and empty,

"See, Jim? No ghosts cor tombstones of the past to haunt you here,
Just cmptiness, waiting to be filled with a living proscuce."

They began to walk back towards the car. "Sometimos,! Kirk sald
softly, "you Vulcans humble us, Wo Humans have so much to learn."

Spock swung himself up into the driver's scat. "So too have we," he
replied a8 he started up the engine of the ground car. ‘

Thirty kilometres further on the track suddenly began to piunge
downwards into a dark, steop-sided vallcy, overhung by menaclrg black
rocks. Soon, they were travelling through a thick, ontangled forest of
blue-grey trees, the foliage of which blotted out the brightness of the
sune Overhcad whecoled huge black birds of prey, which occasisnally
dived onto the forest floor then sWooped swiftly upwards again towards
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the canopy. Wventualiy the car could travel ne further throuzh the undere
growth, and the two men climbad cut, proeparing t. walk.

The sickly stench of decay was laden on the alr as they £5llowed the
now poorly defined path through the thiclk mat of branches, Long before
the path widened out beside the shore-linc of a swmall lake, Xirk felt
exhausted and edgy. The whole forest was sinister and ugly - certainly nc
place to be admiring the views.

The lake - like the surrounging forest - was an ugly scar upon the
surface of the land, The water was dark and smelt evilly of chemicals, In
places; the water was eddying dangercusly around the black, slime-cncrusted
rocks sticking up beyond the surface.

"This lake 1s called X'Adreh," Spock e¥plaincd. "Roughly translated,
it means 'The Beauty of Uglinesst,® .

"I sec much ugliness, but ne beauty, Spocki™

Spock nodded solemnly. "K'Alreh is part of our childhood training ~ a
first step to learning the mcaning of HOME and the IDIC. There is, after
all, a danger in taking things at their face value. Come! I will show FOu, "

For Mirk, the idea 2f a2 swin in the dark, ovil-smelling water was
not much to his liking, but Spock was zalready stripping off.

Mile take the test of Kiiirch at ton years old.m

"Okay, 82 you're telling me to get on.with 1t1" Kirk said amusedly,
and reluctantly stripped off his shirt. Spock ignored his romork.

Wulcans dislike immereing themselves in water, However, I think you
will agree that it is worthwhile,?

The water was icily cold, but surprisingly refreshing, and they

struck out for the ceontre at an easy poce. For somocono who did not like
water, Spock was an excellent swimmer,

As they reached the centre of the lalte the current became Jangerously
strong, and Kirk had to strugsle te keep his head above the water. Here
too the water was deeper, colder; and even more leavily laden with chem-
icals, He watched Spock lndicate downwards towards the black, ugly depths,
Follewing the Vulcan's oxample, and against his bhetter judgoment, he
divad, )

Lungs at bursting point... Body almest nast the point of pain...
Sickly taste of chemicals in the mouthe.. Sudlen marting of the water...
Alr, Tresh and clear,

They were in a vast underwater cavern, Xirk stared, awe-struck, not
eveh bathering to wade out of the knee-deepn wator.

The natural beauty cof the cavern was awe-ingpiring. Crystalised
chemicals shone like stars from the myriad cracks in the rocks, giving
the whele area a rich, bright glow, Fantastic crystalline shaves of every
aue and contour rosc upwards from the floor like growing, living things.
At the far end, crystal-clear water tumbled downwards over the crystalline
shapes, disap-earing in a foamy torrent into a decy crevasse.

"Spock, 1t's beautifuli?

Mles, it is," Spock agrecd, "Imagine the impact upon a ten-year-old
child, The forest and the lake above are ugly and. sinister. And suddenly,
there is beauty., The uvgliness and danger are forgotten in the wonder of
nature.”

Kirk smiled, "Spock, you are a poeti?

Spock 4id not answer, Hirk had not exvected him to. But he did sense
gomething in his companion. & relaxation - a sigh, unheard and unexpressed.

In silence they wandered around the fantastic wonderland of nature,
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Suddenly Spock broke their silence, very.softly.

"KraAdreh d1s well named, anc token from life itsclfe In every part of
ugliness there is beauty. But the besuty is hard-won, It has to be sought
after, It nust come from hereswss" Gontly, he touched Kirk's chost at the
level of his heart,

The gesturc surprisod Kirk, Usually, Spock disliked the use of his
tactilc scnscs. Surprisc, however, quickly changed to a loving admiration
for the lonely - Vulcan who always found dLfficulty in expressing his true
feelingse He caught Spock's hand, touched it briofly.

"Spock, I understand,”

Spock sudlleds Togother, it socomed to Kirk, they communod,

CHAPTER 9 : S'RENK,

During the early nornling stillness of the third day, Spock stood upon
the brink of destiny - his destiny -~ gazing downwards at the awful, caver-
nous split in the crust of the mountains known as S'Renk, Horc, in the
distant past of Vulcan, a gigantic cataclysn had wronched stone and rock,
had torn the very mountain into two. And here, too, in the not-so-listant
past, Spock had alsc been torn into two by a very differont cataclysn,

For here, in the horrific depths of S'Ronk, Spock had undergone the
infamous L'Idinata - the ultinate toest of wmanhood, L'Winata wos 8o droaded
that it was cntirely non-obligatory, and there was only ane chance to Dass
the teste Failure meant cortain death. Spock, as his fathor had done
before him, hadl passed L'Kinata with honour, giving him the right to wear
the 'TLirpat synbol on his clan togae

What had he nceded to prove, all thosc many years ago? Lven now, he
was not cxactly cortaine Maybe, ho reasoned, to gain hls father's approval:
ap approval always one stop ahead of hinm,

Ho remembered vividly the sheer physical torment of L!'Kinata: of
survival against all predictions within the terrible, grinding, sulphuric
deop of S'Renks It had been animal instinct that had kept him alive for
tho full four Vulean wecks of the trail.: an insticnt, born of the savagery
of his Vulcan foroboars, Zarth, firc, water, The threc ancicent clemonts
had <one thulr best to destroy him. Somehow, he had cnerged alivoe

nad becn his fathor who had given to him the mental anguish 1 the cataclysn
which had wrenched his hithertc crdered 1ife apart,

Yot the physical agony of L'Kinata was scon made insignificant, for it
h

Cne thing had renainced to be done when he had finally emerged from
S'Ronkases to forge the final, peormancent eyubol of having endured L'Kinata, ..
& s ;

Ho had taken tho blade into his hand, willing himsclf not to show
fear of the pain to Sarck and his uncle, his chosen vitnesses for this
final act., The cut was reoquircd to be clean and swift. Gritting his tocoth
against the coertonin pain hoe had sliced deop Intoe the flosh of his own
forcskin,

The blood had welled and begun to run sticky belwocn his fingers.
Somchow, he had managed to reomain silent, whilst his uncle had scaled the
bleeding wound with thoe traditional Tamil-bark pcoultice.

Reeling elightly, he had stocd up and facod his father, longing most
desporately for approvaly cquality, accoptancoes

There had boecn none of thosce things, howevers Sarck hod merely given
him a single glance which had been s¢ infinitely cold, then had turnod
abruptly and walked delidorately away.

And din that single mcoment Spock had known what he must doy from that
point cnwards there was no place for him on Vulcan,



CHAPTER 10 : THE QASIS OI' KADAHR,

To Kirk thore was something oppressive. and o¥il. abrute$!'Renk, ndt
entirely cue to the terrifying vista of rock tzrn apart and caverns forged
by viclent naturce. The oppressiveness was sugmothing more primeval.::a.
fundamental part of cvery being, the dark side of onosclf.

Spock's tenscness had roturned, %o the point whore he bocane decidedly
introverted, as though he was reiiving a personal nightmare, Kirk knew of
the test of L'Kineota, but instinctively realiscd that momorics of the
test wore not the cause of the Vulcan's present mood, and he gucssed that
something elsc had happened here : somothing oven neore terrible than the
tost dtself,

This time, howcver, Spock was giving nothing away, amd Kirk respected
his friend's silence, having no wish to intrude unon o private grief, ALl
the same, he found himself longing to be able to coumunicate with hin 3 to
be abic to may, without fear of rejection, "Spock, T am your friend, '
Please gilive mo your trust.”

But Spock was not ready for that... Perhaps he never would be, and
Kirk knew that he would have to paticntly bide his tinme.

It was during the latc afternoon, when Spock had meditated and Kirk
had rested dn the car away from the woakening heat, that they finally
left S'Renk, Spock scemed as relieved as Kirk to leave the »place far
bohint taon,

After travelling in silence for some time, Spock locked up at Kirk,
smiling briofly.

"On the cther side of thesce mountoins is an nagls called Kadahr. We
should reach there bafore nightfall., Kadahr is vory beautiful, the oppos-
ite of S'renk, Tomorrsw is the last day of our outward journoy. It will be
pleasant tn end 4t upon o note of beautylh

For over twoe hours they continucd to thread thelr procalous way
acrass the mountains, the road plunging steeply now, and affording nagnl-
ficont vicws across the foothills and desort. To the west Spock pointed
sut a patch of eslour in the tawny landscape - the Onsis of Hadahr. As yot
it was some forty kilsmetercs or morc away, a shismnmering spot upon the
horizon,
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Slawly the terrain began to change. Rocks became lescerte.s the descort
sprouted lifesse sand dunes produced a gorgeous array of splky blooiiSee.
and eventually, just before the swift sotting of the sun, they camc to
the Oasis of Kadahre.

The beauty was astounling, consisting of five kilonmcteres of unsur-
passed wealth of flora, Tall, bluc-grecen grass sheltered deolicate blossons,.
Sweetly perfumed bushes were bowed with the weight of thelr frult and
fiowers, all focd by a sweot-water spring which bubblod up frem the depths
of the oasis and trickled in delta-like rivulcets to cevery part of the
~agis. It was like a droom, Only when Hirk c¢limbed from the car and folt
the grass beneath his feoet did he believe his sonses.

Until darkness cane thoy spent their time wandering through the
nleasant cngis, then returned to the car tr eat thelr evening meal, That
night they slept bencath the stars, and Kirk 2id not weke until the sun
was nigh 5voy the horizon, complotely refreshod.

Soon aftcrwards Spock led him on foot through an orchard of fruit
trees two kilowmetoeres west of tholr camp, On the other side, sheltoered
from the hot sun by tall, blossom-laden trevs, was o small thatch-built
croft. Spock stopuod beside the open doorway, and Hirk could smell an
applo-like aroma coming froam the interior, reminiscent o his bgyhaoﬁ.

Snock turncd to hime "Sankalelk lives here, the wisc man of Kadanr.
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Legend has it that he is. as old as the casis itself, Certainly, he is
very old, The doorway to his home is low, for it is said that Sankaleok
is s wise that all creoatures must bow bafore hin. Conc, Jim, Follow ne,
We will vielt the wiso 21d man oFf KadahPee.?

CHAPTER 11 : SANEALEK,

The Iwelling place of Sankalek was simple, 4 hollowed-sut tree trunk
serve: as both table and bed, In one corher were piles of fruit - the ald
ments staple diet, of which the vasis yieldod pleonty, In the other the
ancient Vulcan sat cross~legged upon the floer, dressed in a rageed toga
of indeterminate clanes Beside him, docile and natient and obvinusly old,
sprawlod the shaggy body of a ncar~tonthless schlat, At the two vistiors!
apprrach the olid man placed a hand unon the animal's neck, and intently
surveyed thom with blind, opague cyesa.

"Welcomey oh Searchers of Truth." Ho snoke in the ancient language
of Spockts pooplos

"Welcome, Sankalek, Giver of Truth," Spock replicd, indicating to
Eirk that he should scat himself upon the floor. Spouck too scttled himsclf,
"We are travelling the way of ny Nbra Grhi, My comphanion cannot understand
our words, Master, He is an ocutworlier '

"An outworlder, wuy son?t

"Yevortheloss, my Kahn Lawh, f r he has given no much, and taught me
$0 many things, He is amy friend, Sankalek, and £r me frien'ship is not
Casye't

"Fricndship is not casy for any Vulcan. It cannot be born of cmation,
but must bo moulded from logicy, knowledge, understanding, and the feliowe
ship of belng One, Only then can you relate in the spirit of Kahn Lowhe "

"ALL this I know, Wise One, for 1 have boen well schooled in the
tracitions of uy peopleos My father is Sarci, WY 6lollees!

The 51¢ man roised his hand, indicating silcence, "Toll ne no nore, for
T know you now, though ny eyes are blind. Spock, son of sarck, yosu came to
me once before when ysu were treublod .t

“"You gave moe snlace, Sankaleoke You uointed the way for ne to iTne That
way was not an odsy onoe for me. I knew it weuld not be 83, and compensated
for the fact. Through you, I forcsaw the Cifficult tines nhead.es all save
one.' He turned his head bricfly towards Kirke. The old nan senscd the
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movenent, and nodled,
"hire you afraid of this fricndship, Spocken
"L have never cxporicnced a relaticnship such as this boefore,M

Phen y-u are not afraid o»f the friondship itself, but of the loncli-
nese of your ianner sclf, You arc afraid beecouse ysu cannst bridge the gulf
of cultures, and that your private longing to be filled ronains unassuagoed.
Dicd you not learn that onoets own fulfillment is an impoertant concept within
the meaning of NoMmen®

"Indeed, Sankalck, you impart the truth, But I am what I an. I lack
bath words and wisdom to iwmpart Kabn Lawh to hime Above ally, I lack the
ciotional strength I weould require should he rejeet ne. Sankolcek, give mc
the woerds, the wisdom, the strength.! '

Sankalck 1ooked directly inte Spock's syes. Althoupgh the -1d man was
bilind, Spock felt as though his very self was belng scarched, Slowly,
Sankalek shoolk his hoad,

"You have the qualities already, Spocks I can dmpart nothing else to
youy save for one picce of avlvices Scarch for the things you seck fron
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within, Then chosse your pathway as you chose snce befrre, Do not fear your
own decislon. You have the courage to know yourself, and the fortitude to
be at peace.

W/

I know that from carly childhood you have boen unhapny and troubled,
Perhaps 1t is now the timc, at the beginping of yrur sccond trimester, to
take froum life what you have so sorely lacked, Do not fear illogic. Is it
not more logical to discover danner Truth ;3 to be at peace? This outworlder
is indeed your Khan Lawh., Seated closc to himy, I can fecl the thought-
waves of Terran love and understanding omanating from hin, Declarc your-
self to him, Spock, and boe as Oncel"

For scveral minutes Spock romained thoughtfully silent. Then he bhent
forward and touched the 51d man's forchead,

"Psace, Sankalek,™ he sald quietiy.

Pecacce, Spock," Sankalel roplied,

CHAPTER 12 : A CONVERSATLON,

_ Kirk undorstood nothing »f the conversation between Spock and
Sankalek, bubt his pror knowledge of the Vulcan language did not nrevent
hin from apnroeciating - at least in part - fthe poignancy of the situation,
or the wisdom and inncer beauty of thos old man,

He had always known that Spock was o deeply unhapny, troubled indiv-
idual who was constantly at war with himsolf, Only rarely Jdid the Vulcan
alisw any hint of his persunal uwnhappiness to become apparent, and the
Journey of Nhra Grhi had been -nc of thosoe cccasions, In four days Kirk
hadl scon nore of the real Spock than he had scen in all the years he had
known hime Now, he folt a most urgent nced to roach out to his friend, to
say to him, "Spock, trust me., Unburden your troubled mind. I will undor-
gtand.M

But Kirk fully reeoliscd the limit of his -wn capabilitics, To any »f
his other friends ho cnuld have offorcd help without hesitation. Spock
was dlfferont. To ponvirate that protoctive shell of Vulceandism required a
skill he knew he 214 not possuss.

Bventually Spock tok his leave of Sankalek. Kirk rose to follow,
but the old man detained him with gentle pressure cn his hand, GQuietly,
Spock mate his oxdit alone,

"What is your none, Outworlder?hW Sankalck asked, speaking in the
Standard Glactic Lanouase.

Wianes Kirl,Y

The 01ld man smiled briefly. "It dis written that € know -ne's name is
t learn the sccreis of one's inner nature. ¥00 altsgethor truc or logical,
but useful as an indicator. James Kirk, I can ask a gquesticn of you, a
Terran, becausc you will understand and not take sffenccs Do you love
Spock?!

The question took Kirk off guards. "I... He is ny friend," he answered
svasively,.

"hat is not what T asked youu"

This time, Kirk answered more carcfully. WIf love means trust, respect
and understanding, if it means the ability to sharc and hope...then yes,
Sankalek, I <o love Spock, Some »f those qualities are missing fron our
relationship, but there is time, There is hoped”

"Snoek does not choose his friends lisghtly, James Hirk, and his
judpgenent is uninpaired, despite the trrment within himself. He has chogen
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well, Peace, tive long and prosper. May you find much fulfilimont and
contentnient,!

Dismisscd, Kirk rese to his foot. Lightly, hs tcuched the old man on
the hand, then emorged into the sunlight. Spock was some way cff, obviou-
sly mcditatinge Not wanting to disturb him, Kirk wandered off in the
oppeosite direction, enjoying the beauties of the Vulcan oasis,

CEAPTER 13- : NHRA GRHI.

On the dark horizon the city of ShiKhar glittered with a myriad of
lightse She lonked lilke one of the mythical cities from Amandals bonk of
falry stories. Spock had read sv many of the stories as a child, and they
had filled him with woinders Now he allowed himself the brief luxury of
being Human, indulging in . fantasy-thoughts of fairy castles, It was so
inlike himself that he smiled, then glanced across to Jim Kirk,

Bver since their visit to Sankalek of Kadahr they had both beon
introspeetive, drinking “eoply from their oswn thoushts. There had been a
different quality to tholr rclationship : a closcnesSsees an almost
motaphysical bond of Llave,

Surprised that tho present situaticn should affect him s much, he
leaned ferward and very gently touched Kirk's hand,

"Jim, Llet mo fTell you of a very spoecial thingees of Love abd PoACCess
and of Kahn Lavh,.."
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STLRSHIP ROUTING AND SERVICEH.

It is important to remomboer that the crows of the Starships arc not
always in the midst of danger and high adventure, Cortainly, the unpro-
dictable can happen, and it is only at these times that we are able to
glimpsce dnt: thelr world of stars and infinite space, Reality, however,
is perhaps less exciting, and for much of the time the Starship perssnel
live routine, organiscd lives when nnthing sut of the ordinary may happon
f>r long norinds of time. Thelr courage in sccking cut new worlds and

new civilizaticns is well attested, and this roport will discuss the
routine nature of Starship service,

STARDATE.

Thie is the principal unit of time used by 21l Federation deep space
vessels in their cfficial logs. It records date, time, position and
velocitye. Because of warp drive it is impossible o reocord times by more
conventional means.

THE STANDARD YEAR.

FPor normal shipboard purposes a standard calendar is used... ihacc-
urate to all except the crew, but necessary for recording events. It is
also of psychological advantnge to the personcl, who are thus able to
record the passage of "Normal" time., It works in similar fashion to the
Terran recording system, l.¢. one standard hour is sixty standard minutes,
twenty four standard hours are one standard day.

DAY/NIGHYT STATUS,

Also for sound phychological reasons cach twenty four standard hour
period is split into a2 day and night status, so 2llowing the body and
mind to remain #In RhythmV, Night status lasts for six standard hours,
and during this poriod all non-essentall, recreational and Xiving arcns

are avtomailcally placed in subdued half-Iight,
WATCHES,

The starship day 1s split into three eight hour shifts or “Watchoes',
Thesc are rotated by all psrsonel from groados Liocutcenant-Commander downe-
wards., More senicr officoers work the twe day status shifts in nornmal
circumstances, becausc this is when the majority of shipboard cvents and
routine work takes place,

STATUS REPORTS.

4t the beginning of each watch, and in each department, personel
familiarise themselves with events by reading the individual status
boards..s computerised reports of what has happoned ot that particular
station during the previous eight hours. Departmontal heads receive an
overall stetus report, and they key this infrrmation int: the bridge
computer for the bencfit of the senior officers.

CAPTAIN/FIRST OFFICER,
(Additional Work.)

Although the captain and first officer spond a large proportion of
their time on thoe bridge... usually on alternate daytime watches... they
do have other duties to attend to, and thercfrre rely upon efficient
perssnel and oxcellent communications.

"Incident" and departmental briefings and mootings take up a large
wroportion of on-duty time, as 4o the numerous gquarterly reports that
are required by Starflect Command, VOffice work" is an additional work-
load, and one which is lecast liked. For all senior Starflect officors
there is o large amount of necessary red tapce and paper work to get
through, which the majority »f them consider to be inbibiting and
bureaucratic,
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TRAINING/EDUCATION,

Ldueaticn 1s cansidered to bo an ongoing and important facet of
Starship life, and a young cnsign just beginning his carccr aboard is also
just beginning his cducation, despite the many previous years of hard work,

Thore is always on-going assossment by sonior officers <uring the
normal course of work, and in addition to this, cvery Starship carrics a
fully cquipped education department, headed by a Training Officer of at
least Licutenant-Commander rank, which offers not nly the spportunity of
gducatiocn and training within the particular field of service, but also to
take the standard Starfloot examinations required. Reports on all indiv-
iduals arc scnt to the captain and Starflect H.Q. at rogular intervals,

RECRELTLON,

Recreation faciitics are oxcellent, and all crew mombers are encour-
aged ty make use of the facilities to their utmoest, H:ilograph and recrea-
tion ro-ms provide space for perscnel to relax and sncialise in pleasant
surrowndings, and there is always onc recreation room large cnough to
accomodate shipboard dances, discos and stage plays.

The gymnosium is annther popular area, as most penple are anxicus to
kecp fit and active, and ncaly cverysne indulges in unarmed combat and
negative gravity training.

By far the most popular sport, however, is scccer, which commnds
almoet fanatical following, both with playsrs and @pectators. Soccer |
enjoys overriding popularity on Barth, and has alsc bee "exported" to
other Federation plantes. Whilst space prevents full-scale s~ccer games
aboard ship, the dimiputive "seven-a-side" is preferrcd, and there are
regular competitions and inter-departmental motches,

Chess is another popular... and less volatile... goamne, closely
frllowed and discussed by the majority of Starship personel. Nearly cvery
ship boasts of at least one Grand Master, and therce are ondless tournaments
and chamnicnship matches,

4 wide varicety =of hobbles abound, from hydropsnics to classical and
alien music, and many cnthusiasts form themselves into societios and
appreciation groupns.

There is a "store" cn overy shipe... run by the quartcrmaster...
selling a limitcd range of consumer goods. In addition, space stations
have well-stucked stores, as do the registersd trading vessels, who tond
to specialise in the more exotic waroes.

Interstellar mall is erratic and uncertain, which scmetimes leads to
a certaln amount ~f frustration. Crntact with farlily and fricnds in a
physical sense does not harpen fregquently,; and the mail is an important
part of life, looked forward to with eogerness and excltement,

SHORE LEMVE / VLCATION LBAVE.
"Stand~Byeg" and Days Qff,.

Shore-leave can be given at the discretinn of tho captain furing
suitablce planct-fall, and is usually for a few lays only. Vacation leave,
however, is statutory as laid dowa in the Cronditions of Service Manual.
Leave can be accumulatcd aver a »nericd of three standard years, but has to
be taken after that timc.

In addition, therc are three standard "Stand-By" lays which, if
circumstances pernlt, scrve as one-day holidays. These are : Federation
Day, Christmas Day and REthnic Day. The latter is taken at the time of
an individual's Country of Origin day, (i.e, Thanksgiving Day, British
Day, stc,)

Two V"days off" each week are alsc statut ry, although in fact this
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hardly ever wobks out, ospeclally in the case of the senicr officers,
CREWS ! QUARTERS,

Quarters are, =>f necessity, functional, but comf-rtable, £11 ranks
up to Commander share quarters. Basic accomodation includes sitting room,
bedroon, bathrosm and teilet, Senior officers have their own guarters
which are marginally more spacious and include a private ffice. Here
again, the space premium means that they have to share hathroom and
tollet facilitics with their ncarcst noighbours,

Individuals are responsible for their own quartors, and are able to
deccrate themsss within reassn... to their sarticular tastos.

FOOD/CLOTHING .

Standard mess-hall food is, in general, "well-balancedM, nourishing,
and uncxciting. It is synthesised, reconstituted protein/vitamin/mineral
nolecules and comes in a variety »f toxturcos and flavours, including
these to sult alicn tastes. Personcl umerely Ykoy in" their selection and
receive 1t via the delivery chute, Cnffee and toa are the beverages
most highly favsured,

Non-standard food can be purchased sccasionally and prepared in the
ship's galley by unofficial M"chefs" who, despite Starfleet Command's
disapproval, undoubtedly usc their talents as a rofitable sideline,

There is a bar in all main reocrcaticn ro-ms from which can be
purchased aleoholic drinks from the mundane to» tho exctic. (Drunkenness,
however, is dealt with most sceverely.)

There arc strict regulations regarding food acquired during nlanct-
Tall, particularly if the planst is unknown to fthe Fedoratinne. Thisg is

p

an extremely sensible preocaution to safeguard the health of the crew.

411 perssnel arc required to wear regulation uniform whilst on duty.
This is of reccyclable material iand is recoived frosh each day from the.
automatic Mhaundramat®, which is in reality a fibre synthesiscr. OFff
duty casual wear is preferred f-r the usual pursuits, aithough the young
arc extremely fashion-consclous, possibly because they have to waar
uniform for s long, and often tend towards the "way-out" and exotic,
ospecially for special occasions. Starfleet issuce underwear is alss made
»f reeyclable; synthesisced material and is brief, conl and comfortable,
Personal laundry services are available in all crcwequarter corridors.

MEDICAL, SERVICES,

Medical scrvices arc excellent, with full medical, nursing and
technical back-up, and well-cquinped surgeries, wards andilabopatorics,
which arc under the dircct control of the Chief Medical Officor. Becausc
of the nature of a Starshin's mission, a groat deal of the wark ian the
medical unit is in the traumatic and emcrgency surgery fields, although
therce is alsc wide scope for psychiatry, preventative medicine and
researchs, Rehabilitation is alsc an important part of the work, as are
mass vaccination progrommes for plancts threatencd by diseasc, and the
conveying of vital drugs from one part ¢f the galaxy to anctheor.

Routinely, every nomber of the crew must have a quarterly medical
examination, which includes a psycholagy checke Everyone must also have
the regular, Starfleet-nrescribed vaccinations against certain endemic
disvascs. Recoently, Starflcet has also introduced conpulscry contra-
coption for both male and female crew perscnel, Advice clinics and
"Practitioner Surgerices™ arce run on a daily basis, and it is the CMO's
duty to inform the crew hefore any starbase leave about the dangers of
venaearal Jiscasc. ' '

x
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SEXUAL RELLATIONSHIPS,

Inovitably, scxual rciationships of birth hetero- and homosexual
nature o occur within a community as large as 2 starship, and this tends
to be accopted as on important aspect of personal liberty and cheice,

both by the crow thomsclves, and by psychologists. Rather than ignore

this fact, or rpretend that it does not happoen, Starfleot prudently reoquires
all personel to . have rogular contraception (usually in the fornm of the
ponular "Membrane',)

Relationships tond towards the inferaal, very much as attitudes
prevailing on Earth, and the greoatest majority of personcl prefer this; as
carcer-minded people, they have no wish to forge perinanent relationshins,
Perhaps the contradiction to this gencral unwritten rulce are the homoesexual
relaticonshing, which tend to be far more stable, loving and sincercs

rarriage is rarc beiween Starship personel, poerhaps boecause such a
relationship wouldl of neocessity be incomplete as thoere would be no
guestion of producing children, '"ULiving togethor', »n the cther hand, is
not half g2 rarce as Starflect autherdities would like to belicve., But the
"orobiocm" continucs becausce they arc eover-anxicus not to impinge on the
nersonal liberty +f the crews. L5 long as there is ne blatant ddlsregard
for other pecple's feelings, Starfloet Command turn the "blind eyeW,and
leave things un to the discretiich »f individual commanding ~fficers,.

RELIGION.

Except frr a vague general belief in a Godhead, porsinel tend not
te nake religion a big part of their lives. Almost as a concession o
morality, there is a small intordencminational chapel on every Starshin,
often duly neglectod. This is the only religi-us facility on beard, as
there are n» chaplains, Many people regarsd philos:shicnl attitudes as
more impertont than organised religisn of any kind, and most of them havo
at »~ne time »r ancther expsrimented with "way-osut" philosophies. Although
Christmas is colcbrated, 1t is a sccular rather than a religious zccasion.

P i’lY »

411 personel are highly pailds They recoive thair salary at throo-
monthly intervals. Details arce placed automatically inte the shin's
Personcl compulter, and individuals receive a2 print-out at the ritual
naval-style "pay parads! which is conducted by o sonicr ~fficer,
TALLTION

Bveryone, whatever thedir cthnic origing has to pay Federation Tax
at 7+2%. Cortain cthnic groups alse pay Yhome tax" bascod on the current
home rate,(R.G., Vulcans pay a home tax of 9.8% in addition to Federation
Taxe.) 411 tox is deducted at source.

PENSIONS .

Pensionsg are excellent and non-~contributory. They nrovide not only
retiroment wensicns but also disablomont, leng-term sickness, and lepond-
ant allowances. There are many :thor benefits too, including a large
range of sceial sesrvices, and cash grants fo retired personel who wish to
resettlc.

LNVESTMENTS »

Many officers, particularly the more scnior ones, invest much of
their carnings, and there arc a varlety of Federation and Starflcet
aupraved methods of deing thise Certaln investments are banncd to Star-
flect peorscnel (iL.ce wning dilithium mining sharces.) Many officers
favour »rperty, which serves a double purposc, bath as investment value
and as a private retrcat, Becausc of security risks oll investments have

5 be declared, and failvre to do so results in an inquiry intoe the
afficer's affairs.
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"CRIDITS !,

dctual money is rarely usoci,.. there are far toc many forms ~f it o
be of practical use, and it would require large-scale banking faeilities
aboard cach starshin, with the inheront »nrodbleoms of cxchange-rates,otc,
Instead the credit systom is universally accoy ted, although this system,
through prolonged use, has now dilversificd to o situation where noprsinel
can actually obtain credit notes which denote set volucs,

The major way »f exchanging nuncy, however, is by thoe use of Yeredit
cardsh computerised, personal numbers which can be koyoed into any
computer on any Federation planct. Providing that the account is in
balance (verified imtediately) the amount reguired is automatically ded-
ucted, and added to the vondoar's own account.

PISCIPLINE,

The usual typos of disciplinary procedurcs aboard Starshins are for
relatively mincr offences,(i.e., failure to carry sut an order corrcectly,
brawling, drunkenncss, poor time-keeping, mincre insubordination, ctce)
These offences result in the uffonder being Mennfined to gquarters" for a
specified length of time Jocided apon by the senior officer, or boeing "put
on repsrt", which is, in offect, a warainz. Both actiosns result in the
coffender’s name, ronk and serial number being vocorded in the nersonel
computer, The former mcans certaln deduction ¢f pay : the latter, a fine
only when throce such "reports" have been given. More serious offencos
result in court-martial, which is conducted at the noarsst Starbase.

STARBASES o .

13

Starbases are strategically placed throupghout the Faderation, sonc
being attached to plancts, others man-made satellites. Thesc arc the
major administrative bases of Starfleet Cummand, and arg in the dircct
control of an officer »f at loast Commodore ronk, depending upon the
slze of the basc.

411 contain a whele range of administrative, medical and sunport
facilities, including maintcorance crows, staple-goods warchouses, and
base nospiials. There arc also shore-leave facilities for Starship crews,
including sporis and recreation facilities, hostels, landscaped parks,
educational cegtablishments, and many different stores, bars and restaur-
ants.

Beyond the cuntrol of Starflect Comwmand, howsver, are the notoricus
MStarbase Cities" which, cn the majsrdty of planet-basced Starbascs, have
sprung u; aiongside, built by speculators with a quick oye to profit,
their business including cverything from legitimate stores, restamrants
and hotels to vice rings and well organised crinic,.
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MORE THAN THE MOONLIGHT,
. 1.

A rippic of exeitcuent scomed to run throupgh cvery filre of the
Enterprisc as the brilse crow made the final, complicated Zocking proced-
ure. Far below, boyond the vast Starship duclks which strotchod out into
moonlit space @ below the snaring gantries and the ceaseless motion of
men and machines was "Home" o thoe vast wmajnrity -4 the crew. Tor tho
planet arsund which the Starflccet dasckyards circled was Rarth, and thore
was the exciting prospect of three we.ks leave whilst the Starship under-
went her major overhaul 3f the yoar.

Spock did not relax, even when the last manneuvre had beon comploted
and he had given the crow permission to dismiss. Some of the bridge
versonel who knew him best tried hard 4o cur®b their natural enthusiasnm

dor g time ;¢ ald their utnost to communicate thoir swn brand of follow-

feoling towards a colleasue in distresse They all failced., It was something
which nonc of them were capable of. Only one man was able to reach beyond
the hard vencor of Vulcanisn. 0nc norsScleee and ho WaSeee

Spock wailted until the commander of the maintenanco crew had takoen
over in the officially-proscribed Nanner before he teft the bridge. Ho
went directly to sickbay, a Journey he had made so :ften in the past fow
wecks,. A5 always, the dinstrumcents registercd vibrant, pulsating 1lifo,.

But the lifc was cmptye.e. useless. Spock starcd down at his friond,
who lanked un at him uncomprehenlingly.

"Oh Jimi, .. " Not many situatisne coul? have wrenchod that cry from
the Vulcan's lips. He felt a gentle hand on his shoulder, It was MceCoye

"I'm sorry, Spncke Sorry I couldn't have done mora," MeCay locked
very tired. Jim Kirk was his friend ton,

"You have donc all that is possible, doctor. Porhans moro besides
He looked dewn at the casntain acain, "There could still Do o WiTees !
WL -~

"o, Spock! It's far t-y dangersus. One rulned 1ifo is onough, and
he would not want his at thoe sxpense of yours. PWe yoarSese L0Nees ¢Vont-
ually therc'll bo some recovery. Thore 1s no rec:very from ceathe!

The doors opencd and the medic-team From Starbase hospital hustloed
in, unaware that tholr wresende wasg an intrusinn ints very noersconal priof,
? is &L o

"Captain Kirk?" enquircd the molical officor, and MeC:y pointed to
him, giving bricf instructions. Both men walted until they had taken
Kirk away, staring vwn reflectively at tho now ompty, crumpled bed,
Swmock snappoed out of his mood Jecisively. Had he not Jdone so, ho knew
that Human ewotlions would have gotiton the botter »f him. Zven so, ho
mistrustéd  the covenness of hig voice.

"I must go. I have a debricofing sessicon ot Starbase H.QWM

"Then T'11 20 with you, 8nrcke Make sure Jim ds settlod into his
now environment, I'm noet mecting my Jdaughter until tomorrowes!

The debricfing scssion toek twe hours, and although Spock was carve-
ful not te lot it show, it was a traumatic experience, having to explain
what hal hapmened to Kirk in ¢nid, hard facts, Aftcerwards he tonk himsclf
off to the bhase hospital to satisefy himself that Kirk hatl scttledl.

There was no changs in his ccendition, oxcept that he looked even
mnore lost an? inert amongst the bustle of a husy medical unit. Spock sat
at his bedside, and some strangely mizxed-up emotion caused him to do
what he very rarely did. He usesd his tactile soenses, Just touching the
captain's hand lipghtly.

He 2id not exnect a reaction, and was surprised when ¥irk uncurled
his tirhtly clenched fist and touched Spock's fingers in an exploratory

-
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waye. For twoe - eprhaps threo- sceonds he clutchod at them tightly, as

Fhmugh desporate for some kind of contact. Then he revertod back to
ingensihility.

Cold, hard loglc instinctively took over, Planning his moves he
returncd to the Baterprisc, now swarming with maintenance crews. Patiently,
he worked his way through the oifficial paper work, and by the time he had
finished the Starshiy was on nizht status.

Quietly, he made his way t- the main computor bank and keyod in two
scquences. Within wmowments he had gained the information he roguired,
realising that he knew very little of Captain James T. Kirk - at loast,
the backsrrund detalls. Like himsclf, he was a very privats mane

The details safely stored in his.mind for later usce, he returncd to
his own quarters, for a while indulsging in the memcry of what had hapnencd,
It was dmportant that he should remember in correct and logical scquonce,

The planet landing : a cold, glittering worlid of sunow and ice, The
shocking thought-waves, terrible in their extreme,; emanating from the
pure-thought alien who controlled the planet. Even Spock had not been in
full control of his own mind, and the awesome power of the alien probing
deeply into the privacy of his thoughts had made him physically ill,

When the alien had finally gained control over the entire crew, it
had "bargained. Kirk's mind in exchange for the froodom of the Staship.
Spock had also bargained : his mind instead of Kirk's, But the alien had
refuseds. It needed Kirk..,. his intelligence, his dreams, and his aspir-
ations, It required somcething elsc beside the horror of its own thoughts.

By then the crew were dying, unspeakable horror written onto their
faces at the moment of tormsnted deathe. The lives of 400 in cxchange for
the intelligence of just once Kirk was too great 4 man, He hod beamed
down along to the ice-planet, When they found him ftwo hours later the
Enterprise was free, and he a mere shell, The alien had keopt its word,

Spock had tried. Tried so hard to ncal the blackness of his fricend's
mind that he had almost died in the attempt. McCey, backed by a ruling
from Starflieet Comwand, had forbldden further attempts. Up until now
there was nothing to indicate 1ifo in Kirk except for the automatic
working of his bodily functicns. His heart beat strongly : he breathed
he took 4in nourishment : he excreted wastces... 1f that could be called
l.iVi-ng. But today. )

Spock looked down at his hand. Ho could almost fcol that tight,
desperate appeal for contact. Seomowhere within that automated bodily
shell was the vital spark of snorgy @ of momory : of Kirk.

Quictly preparing himsclf, Spock placed himself into a meditational
pose. Soon afterwards his surroundings fadod as he withdrew into the deep
and private recesses of his mind.

Ze

As Spoclk had known he would be, McCoy was still in his gquarters »
early the next morning, preparing feor his departure, The doctor, no
longer in uniform, but in light-coloured casuals so favoured by Terrans,
locked more relaxed than he had done for wecks.
"Doctor, I apologise for tho intrusion, but I must talk with you
hefore you go. It's about Jim."

¥MeCoy stopned what ho was doing, and indicated his attontivencss,.
" reguirce your help.™

tSnock, what more can you do?... exceopt kill yourself, The time you
triod put you in sickbay for throe days bereft of sanity. Nol Jim is ny
friend teoo, but I camnot condoncess”
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"As you wish., T will manage without your assistancae,?b Spock turned
to leave. McCoy gontly restrained hin,

"Do you know how long it is since I last saw ny doughter?.,.Okay,
Spocky let's hear it. I guess Joanna can wait a whils longer,®

physical contact with

k.
e

"Westerday, there was a slight reaction.
ny hand."

"in lmprovement, sure, but nothing to shout 'Burckal'! over, I gucss
it proves there is minimal intelligence.”

"Bxactlys There was nothing bofore. Nothing but...!" Spock pauscd,
willing the awful memory away. "I reguirce time, which I have, I also
require isolation with dim, and the authority to remove him from base
hospital, which I do not have.,"

"Nol.ssOkay, supposing I <o get permission for him to be relcased.
Whore the hell would you go? It would be no pleasure trin. Jim may be a
grown man, but he ls also a very small childe His every necd has to be
attended to. Clothing, feocding, shaving, clceaning. That requires nursing
and modical skills..." Dawning came. "Spock, you scheme ton much! And you
nit where it hurts! Supposing Joanna and I go alcng with your plans.
Where would we go, exactly?"

"You have property, I belicve, on the North jmerican Continent,!

"Oh surc, with my ox-wifc installed therein! Sorry, Spock, but no
waye Wo filght on sight, which wouldn't be geed for mo lot alonoe Jim. I
supnose you oo have an alternative,."

"Jin alsc has property on the samc contincent." That was nothing
unusual, Most Starflsct officers invested in proporty.

"o vroeak in, I supposc?! McCoy asked wryly. he was boing remark-
ably obstinatec,

"here 1s no neod to forco our way in,., Jim ouploys a resident
housckeeopor”

The doctor heaved a huge sigh. "Ysu'd make o great detoctive! How
the hell dn you know thaten

"ill dnvestmonts by Starflceet officers nre, for security reasons,
DL TCCOYCeas!

AW, nover mind., T don't like the iden, Spocks I dont't like prying
into Jim's private affairs, or what you intend to do. But I guess its
better that I g2 along with you, than you go it alene with oven worse
conscquences,." Ho sniled wearily. "I guess you've not mot my daughtere®

"o, I have never had cause toe.."

Wrhen you'd best mest her now. Sco if she ngrees to 2all this first,
nd T warn you, Spock, she's a Iot like her ¢1d mani!

B
Joanpa McCoy was indec? like hor father, at least outwardly : a
blue=-eyed brunctte «f aborut twenty Terran years.

Lpart from his initial introluction ts hor, Spock chose to remain
aloof. He was never very mauch at case with any fencle at the bost of
tinesess and this was not one of thome At least she agreed.s.. 1T only
roluctantiy... to assist, and he exprossed due gratitude in the prescri-
bed Terran manncr,

Whilst McCoy set abzut his task of persuading the Starfleet Medical
Authoritics to release Kirk from basce huspital, and Joanna contacted
Kirk's housekseper to warn hor of their impoending arri val, Spock went
quilctly about his own busincss. The Starbasc was situated upon the
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continent cailed ¥uropa, and transportation had te be arranged., It vas
less that wise to involve Starflceet asuthorities wmore than was necessary.

fle disliked all Starbase cities; ugly urhanity which had sprung up
with the growth of apeculators, in no planned order. Hotels, bars, anuse-
ment arcades, stores and derelliction, crammed into every conceivable
place on either side of narrow highways : places whoye vice and crinme
irnevitably and blatantly reared their ugly heads : the facade of bright
lights hlding ugliness, Even the cosmopolitan crowds were distasteful in
their excited pushiness. So unlike the guioet poise of his own people in
their own beautiful cities. ‘

Heither were the assistants at the Transcontinental booking offices
particularly unhelpful, The conveyance of sick veople, it semmed, was an
unwelcome nrospeci... and expeusive to nrospective customars,

Spock did not argusz, however, ie did not mind about the cost, and
gave his credit number willingly to the clerk, then waited patiently
whilst the number wvas keyed into the computer. Seconds later the affirm-
ative was given that the account was in balance, and he finally recei=-
ved the reguired documents,

,When he returned to the rendezvous al Starbase HEY, McCoy had already
secured Kirk's release from the base hospital, He had, he informed Spock,
told some 'iittle white lies', but Bpock did not inquire further,
Untruths were unnecessary in any circumstances.

"Wou'll gelt me shot yeti™ McCoy grumbled. "D still don't like
this, What the hell hapvens 1if you get sick, Spock? What do I tell them
at Starfleet 4 I hring back two sick scenior officers?h

"Doctor Mcloy, piease do not speculate., IF you do not wish toe..m

"Spoclk, how many more times!i Tt's dangerous. Jim would novoer
axpect you to risk your life for his. I do adaire you for trying, really,
and Jim is my friend too, but.,." Mcloy paungced, searching Spock's face.
Mammity do I have fo spcll it out? You are also my friend. How the hell
woulad I fecl 4if you ended up like... I1ike THAT teoo? I'd never forgive
mysslf, Heverit

iThe responsibility is mine,.. &nd thank you for being ny friand.
Thank you for caring.m®

Lt was =0 rarely that Svwock said thank you'! in exactly than
manner, McCoy realisel tho significance and sismored down, turning
round on his daughter instead,

Mihat are you so amused about, Jo?®

#Wou two, I guess, Dad, you'll never change, And as for you,.."
Her blue eyes swept Spocitis face intently. "You are ovxactly as I
imagined you would belm _
The next two nours wors busy onoes, culminating in the official
release of Kirk into McCoy's care. He remained uncomprehending. Staring,
but scelng nothing : a man with a spall childis nind., Syock the Vulcan
remained Lmpassive, To all intents and »urpcses, a man without trus
feeling towards his friond and Captain, But the Human Spock felt very
differently, He wanted to reach out, to say, "Jim, I care. I love you."

But as always, he failled; and the failure, as always, hurt him,
Lo
The journocy to the vast linear clty of Iowa on the Horth Anerican

continent of Terra was one which Spock would not have liked to repeat,

The four of them were given cramped but private accemodation at
the rear oi the hynersonle atriiner, and althousgh rhe flight toolk little
over an hour, the Jjourney upget Kirk badly despite Mceloylsg tranguilisers
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and Joanna's export nursing care. By the time thoy had resched the Towa
teriiinal, he was ill and restless. Because of HeCoy's own forethought,
there was a hover-ambulance awaiting thom cutside the terminal to take
them to their final destination.

A gontle, moonlit darknoss had f2llen over the huge linear city of
Iowa, giving a soft glow to the gridded structure of the widoe highways
and soaring ovorhead monorails. Host Terran citiocs were alilie - long,
thin arms stretching out ontoe Lno horizon for several hundred kilometers,
yet a more ton xilometors in width, giving casy access to often bsautiful
countryside beyond, It was Jdifficult to imagine this, howover, as they
passed swroothly through sach suburban sector, bounded by deenly shadowed
parks. At the centre of vach scctor there was an impression of vibrant

“life from the piloasant, troe-lined wallivays and gracious complexos of

the corv.unity centres.

Spoci had beon to Terra just once before, and many years ago. But
he had remesnbered the QDFL moenlight, for it had wade « lasting impre-
ggion on him,

Jimy tooy had often spoksn of it, But now, he just stared, sceing
nothing but the blackness within his mind, Briefly, waking sure that
no=-one eloe could see, Spock took his hand : said silently to him, I
will give youw back your wmoonlight, Jim. If nothing clsa, I will zgive
you that,

Peyond the narrowy width of Towa City the countrysics was uarkly
shadoved cither side of the well-11t highway. Tventually, they could sce
ahcad of them a village community, nestling in a groun of tall, ancient
trees, and bullt in a semi-~circie around its majer ascnitices. Straggiing
beyend were a few substantial ranch-type dwellings, and it was into the
drive of gnoe of fhese that the hover finally pulled and came to a halt,
whon they were grzeted - somowhat carfully - by the hﬂuubhﬁvnnr, who
called herself Mrs. Anderscne. She had, she infowmaed them, known "The
;aptain® since boyhood, nnd was 2 11cgl~r" fricnd oFf his mother.

Somehow, the nioce seowod typicnl of James T, Kirk, desnite his
years-long abscnces from it, Hesculine, well-ordsred, yet with just the
right amount of dash and lifc in its decoration and stylo. Like all
Terran nonu,u9 t“ﬂ it Ang reom was dendneted by a wholo-wall holograph
which, had the situntion boeon dificrent, Spoci would have liked to examine
wore closalys; such ‘entertainment'yas rare on Vulcan,

McCoy was (ungkhLJ edgy, and whiist Joanna and trs, Anderson settlad
Firk into bed, he pacod,

"This disn't right, Spock! Hell, it's almost like tresvassing! If Jin
had wanted us here in hig cwn privatoe jomain he would've invited us long
agon. Cantt you sec how terrLb?o it is, what we've Jons? A man's got o
right to privacy, yot we come here Like we ownod the damnod I place. And
as for you, poking around in wmatters that don't concern y)u? How would

you like it if I suddenly decidod to find out what you wore worth,.."

The culmination of events had certainiy gotten to McCow. Spock was
caraful not to Low his cwn irritaticon to show throuzh,

4.

"chtor, VOU MaYes ! find out what I'n wortht, o, at any tine, if
you wish to discover how I would roact. My own conceori }3 to helyn Jim,
nothing more. And 9lonougn it is incidental now, I was invitod here
during our leave. The civeumstonces may have alterad. xho invitation
nas not boon withdrawn t@ iy certatin “nnw*cuge.

1]
i3

e

n

McCoy said no more, and rosovted to biting his Lower lin, as though
deciding on an uneasy truco,vhlch lastoed through a meal which no-one
wanted, but which the McCoys ate cut of Werran courtesy to Mrs. Anderson,
Aftorwards Juanna went off To feed Kirk, and Spock followed her shortly

aifterwards.
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Kirk took the hi-cal imash automatically from the feeder : swallowed:
took some more, Spock watched from the foot of the bed, aching, but not
allcowing his guard to drop for one moment. Joanna looked up at him and
smiled,

WHe's hungry after being so 411 on the Journey.”

Spock did not care to watch any more. He turned away. Joanna put
down the feeder and walked across to him,

"Mr, Snock, you love Jim Kirk, den't you? Fo, don't say that you do
not recognise such emotion., I've been watching you. Your gestures, your
expressions, the way you touch his hand arnd respond to his distress."

The inward pain increascd. Outwardly he struggled to remaln inpassive.
Higs HMeCoVesel
"Joanna. Please call me Joanna."

", ..Joanna, [ 4c not wish to he psychoanalyseds T anpreciate what
you arc doing, but I prefer you to be less personal in your remarks, which
wave no factual basis, and arce illoglcal.™
]

| B

She smiled again : her father's smile. "Pleasc don't be embarrassed,

Spock. I'm not trying to offend you,"

"Wou do not offend me," Spock assured her,; bringing the disconcert-
] e 5_ . ’

ing comversation to a close. fYour patient... Joanna.., has just reiacted

the food you recently gave himl.M

uietl with 2ll the Vulecan dignity he could sumnon, he walked
] > H
away, leaving Joanna to clear un the mess.

During the late and silent darkness of the night, 8pock padded
quictly across the hallway into Kirk's room. He was slecping now : evenlys
peacefully, an arm resting on the pillow, a atray lock of hair falling
over his forehead.

Careful not to disturb him, Spock tock his hand into his own,
senarated the fingers, and pressed them close to his own in the Vulcan
manner of affectionate grecting.

] -~

He spoke to hinm in silence, the uords from nis hoart which he
would never be able to sheak 1n reality. An eternity of silencees

Soft footsteps disturbed him, He whirled. The footsteps belonged
to McCoye.

0T sorry, Spock. I didn't mean to disturb you, I gucss T couldn't
slocp clthers®

o mattor. I was reany to go anyway.' Had icCoy scon hisafingers
pressod.glose to Rirks? Had the astute psychologist read his thouvghts?

Ho scarched McCoy's face : relaxed soucwhat.

Mo matter," he repeated, almost abscntly, and inoked back at the

plecping Kirk, "otornity is TOPOVe e se
e
Day's dawning, cloar and bright across tho countrysilc towards
35 i)

ITowa City. Svnock calmly watched as the red aorh of the sun rose up onto
the horizon. ‘
He was preparcd, Now was the time @ timo to reach dewn into the
dark depths of Kirk's destroyed mind, The two of thom werce isoclated,
upon his own instructions. The isclation of 1ife.,. or death., 5till
ealm, his breathing decy and even, Spock closced his cyes and placed
his fingers onto Kirk's dorehead, reachinges reachingeee
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instantly he recoiled, stifling a screom of pain and horror,
Trombling violently, the sweat beginning to bead onts his Torehead, he
starcd dewn at the incrt bhody of James Kirl, Ton minutes - fiftcen.
Gradually he composed himself again, until he felt able once wmore to
try to reach ¥Wirk's mind. He was prepared this time for the inevitable
shock, and mansged to cling tenaciously to the mind-touch.

He did not find Xirk's being, althoush he searched within the
blankness. Cne hour,., two hours... the awful, debilitating pressure of
the mind-link was beginning to tell as his own bodily reserves plunged
to an almost critical level. He tried his best to implant a seed of
menory within thoe lost darkness of his friend's nind, but each time the
seed was rejocteds Mo menory... n0othingees it almost seemed as though
something was nreventing him from achieving succoess... sonething...

Suddenly he knew, wondering why he had not realised the fact
before. The alien entity had not kept its word, and was using Kirk as
its host. Such was its power that it was deliberately feeding weakness
into Spock's own mind, '

Weakened bayoné recall, ho broke off the aind-meld abruntliye. He
required strength, and knew he was uncqual to the task, at least in the
impediate future. Somehow he managed to stand shalzily, opened the door
and crossed the hall into his owa ookl

Six hours of meditation regaincd his iunner strength, but before he
could return to Hirk's rcom a knock sounded on his door and McCoy
palded quictly inside.

Spock, itt's been nine hours. I was so cohcernced,"
"hank you, but T am unharmcd,"

Mand Jim is no dif- erent., Spock, glve it up! You tried, and no~one
will condenn you for falling row., Please...t

"Doctor, I have not failed yet., I intend to try once more, now
that I have renlenished my ensrgy," he insisted, carcful not to divulge
what he now knew to be the fack. He appreciated McCoy'is concern, however,
The doctor Lloosked tircda

HTt ie vou wha should rost,t he sald, almost gently.
bl ] o

McCoy shook his heade VI can®t rest! Mot until this thing is onded
one way opf enother. T'm worrled about you and Jim... and now there's
somothing else, too. An infzcition.,. unknown to me cor the local Zoctore..
in the community back there. Bacephalitis, I'd call 1t, cxcept we
cannct trace the infection, which apparently begon last night and has
so far attacked three nerfoctly fit, healthy young men. UWo are now
waiting for a ncurologist fo come here from Iowa City..."

&

Tamediately Snock was attentive. He stood up, auch strengthened
i =3y

by his recent meditation.

"Doctor McCoy, you will nnt recuire the ‘services of ¢ neurclogisti®

HSpocli®

He did not answer, Within three strides he was boeside Kirk's dodr...

This time there was a very different guality to his mind-link
with Kirk, and he immediately vealised why. THE ALIEN HAD GONE, and had
left bohind the utter wilderness of barren life... Hot a2ltogether
sterile, however, fnr as he Jipped ever decher ilnto the blackness he
detected cne single spark of snergy : one entity : Kirk's deepest being,
entrapped by the catastrephe which had nvertaken hin in the depths of
SPACCe

Slowly, nainfully, Bpock reached intc the winute spark of energy.
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nJim, my hind i1s yours... use it... learn irom itsss loan upon its
thoughtcee. Hain strength..."

HESDOCKIN Kirk's screan was one of horror, panic : a desperate plees
S ‘ i K
for helyp.

UPoace, Jiesoal2oce e’

Tt has gone!... The entity which has devoured my ming. It has
denarteds .. joincd the cthers which 1t brought heres I cannot cndireees
not within this cripnled mindee.. Spock, HELP HELH

Calmly, and ignoring the wild panlc of [irk's pleas, Spock with~
drew from the small fragment of the Cantain's nind. 4 single trace of
a2lien thought remained. For a vital second, Spock clamped onto it, hel
to it tenaciously, and absorbod it lnto his own bellfees

6.
Mou €old us you were alonge.."

"] spoke the truth. I multiplied within the rich resources of Kirk's
thoughts

MYou have robbed ¥irk of his ontityees"
"y nceds werc greater., He has his body.”
TWaeless without hisg mina,M
Mievertheless, his body."

Wihere are you now?!

"Awaiting the coming of uy childrchies.™

In the near distznce thunder grumbled, and rain began to bespatier
the driveway outside the heuse. Ancthoer sheet of lightning 1it up the
angry skye As the Tollowing thunder crashed, th; timoe almost directliy
overhead, & sirange, ceric Jarkness fell over the village and the scatt-
gred hO”Cu in the ncaray countryside,

M8nock, you can't go out in this!™ McCoy tolu him reasonably, but
Spock was already pulling on his jacket,

Whe tine is critical, Doctor. T must,™
5

"But you're ill... Look at youl..." HcCoy slghed. "Okay, Spochk,
have 1t your own way. But if you must go sut there and catch pneumonia,
then I'm coming with you,."

"Dad, no!' Joanna protested, T

iinching as another flash of ljghtning
rivwed across the sky. Her father put

a gentle hand on her shoulder

ngtay here, Joe. Look after Jim,., Knowing Spock, we'll be bacK.es
eventnally. Go now, Honoye. Go see to Jim.!

The rain was beating intoe their faces as they stenped inte the
driveway : a torrential downpour which scaked them burnuoh in a matter
of secondse. Although 1t was midsumner, the temperature had plunged
dramatically and Spock, despite both his thick jacket and an iron self-

control, shivered uncentro“laoiy.

In silence they reached the viliage, where the Lighis from the
nomes and community centre bhelped to light up tie murky gloons No-one
but the two Sntervriss men was about, and they passed through the nain
strect without AootAng ANYONS .

At the rear of the village there were two low, treoc-lined hills,
which formed a natural central valley, strewn dangerously with rocls.
Tn the centre of the valley was a stream, which had already hurst its

B3
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banks with the veolunme of water, McCoy cursed as he slipred on one of
the rocks., Immediately ahead of then faried Jightning split one of the
ancient trees apart, and the twe men just managed to Juzmn clear in tine
as the buge br-.nches crashed downwards, the noise competing with the
glgantic clash of thunder. The rain onelicd down harder.

"Swocls, we must be crazyi" McCoy shouted above the elemonts. Spock
aid not answer, He knelt down on the sodden grass, holdin: his amms
wide and up towards the angry sky.

"Your children are gathered around you now. I can feol their
presencel

Mile are unitad,?

"You camnol dwell here, You will destroy the land with your powors,
alisen to this worlds You will destroy the communhity beloWe..e the city
beyondess the continent, the Barth, as you have destroyed Kirk and the
other younp mon,"

e did notees do notes, intend to destroy. Have vou no conception
of what it was like, to dwell for vast zeons in such black dospair? I
have talken what was my ripght. T have taken hope and Love and beautyese!

"ewodnd left your own black despair within the minds of four othoer
belngs, It is thelr right, too, to have hope, love and beautyl"

"How clse could I have achicved my frecdeomet

You could have asked, not taken, or bargrincd with many lives. Ve
who live within a body have produced skills which are not available to
you. Had you asked, instead of taken what was not righitiully yours, we
could have given you all those things you longed for,'T

Ancther vivid flash of lightning 11t upn the surrouniing countryside,
From the hill directly to *the left of then, we of sedden soll, 1nose
shale and broken tres branches sgwept down towards the valley in a horron-
wous roar, mnissing them by centimstres as it siithered into the swollen
waters of the siroan.

)

a
Lx

"Hope and beauty are not founded upon destruction?! Your force is
too great! Soon, you will have nothing but o world destroyed by your own
powarin

Wihat can we do? We have takeni®

“Aske It shall be given. You have my word,h

"rhen we shall ask. Vhat wust we do? We cannot return to desplation,,,!

"Return from whence you came, To the planet which can withstand your
powers. I will send the help that you require, You will be given those
things within your own environment,'

THow con we trust youghn

"D glve ny o¥n life and Hirk's as surety. IT assistance does not
come, then you may take cur thougnts.y

A mowment's pauscess "The bargain is comniote. Your minds for ours.
We shall return to our planct and await your onissoarieS..e!

"Spock, look guti®y

Instontly Spock snapped out of his contact with the alisn as a
roaring wall of debris-choked water rushed towards thohi,. Instinctively,
e grabbed McCoy's arm and ran, almost dragging the older man after hin.

Black water swirled menacingly around their ankles.., rose swiftly
to thelr knges. HeCoy stumbled and fell into the edides, =nd Snock plun-

3 E
goed after him, ‘ragping the half-d»owned doctor up by the collar of his
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jacket., Holsting him onto his shoulder Spock hali stuwbled, hali ran,
until he was on firm ground, watching the wass ol water gush past them,
uprooting everything in its nath until 4t finally spent its 21 f harnlessly
in the fields where at least only the soya crops wore destroyed, not
Hunan lifee

McCoy stirrad, retche u, came tn, Spock put hiwm- down to rest. The
rain was lessening now, znd the electrical sterm had finished,

NSpock, what the hell were you deing back there?? HceCoy demanded,
struggling unrisht.

hargaining, he replied bvriefly. "Wour Terran woeather was indeed
fortuitous, and $0 Vas Myees lees i0DULlt Terran capacity to lie,™

"iou, lie?™

"Moctor, how olse could T have persuaded an alien being that 1t was
destroying thoe ontire wianct by its mere presence here?... 4t least
nartly true, however, As it multinlled, it would have destroyed the
minds of all Humanity. Come, let me hely yoweed™

e

“James Kirk, still wenk after his many woeeks in bod, stood on the
verandah of his house, lochking out towards the horizon of Towa CLity.
Yesterday, in the midst of a violoent thunderstorm, he had rejalned his
nind and - although he ¢id not uncorsatnd why, just then - had found
himself in bed, in his own house, bzing leoked after by a very young, very
pretty femalo McCoye It had becn some time later thateverything had been
explained to him.

But today, strength wes returning te his weakened muscles. Lt felt
good 1o have the woarm sun beating cdown onto his bronzing arms 1 evel
better to be at homo. annr“ow, he thought, T will go and see my Mom, but
today I suess I'1L just relax,.

There were footstons behind him, McCoy and nis daughter stuod there,
sniling dtentical sullos.

THi there! How are your patients in the village, Bones?™

YRecovered fully, thank goodness. This time - at loast so far - the
alien nas kept his word.m

"Woll, Snock is with the S¥arfleet authorities ripght now,. By *ﬁnlghb
there’ll bc a team of psychologists on its way to tho nlanet, so Speck?
nart of the bhggﬂin =111 be complotael.t e grinned - csneci WLLy at Jaﬂnn
whom he found imwenssly attractive, Youtll be stayias hore... for the
rest of your leave? Thereis pleaty to do around herce - riaing, fishing...
even a Little hunting..."

tJim, we'd love to, but... well, I puess the truth ls, Jo and I
have got 2 lot to catch up an.®

He tried not to fecl disanpointed. "Sure, I understaond, Spock will
be back tenight, so T shouldn't fesl too lonsly. Thanks anyvway, BoONCSess
Joanna, .. for 2ll youlve donal'

They dopnrted soon afterwards, It was nightfall when Spock finally
returncd, and Kirk was alone, Mrs. Anderson having gohe lnto the city, not
bedng able o wait until tamorrow to tell Kirk's mother that he would be
over to sec hor.

Spock looksd weary, and Kirk insisted that he sit down while he
prepared 2 meal of sorts, and a drink,

WHow did it go, Spock?™ he asied when they eventually setitled.

“Well., Thers is a ship on its way to the alients planct,”
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There was a conpanionable silence., Kirk get up and looked out of
the window, The moon was shecdlng soft lisht across tho darkened
countryside of Iowa, He turpced back to Spock : sald very gently,

"Spock, you gave me reroe than mocenlight M

A flush 2Ff groen rose slowly to the t
briefly - he smilod.

L

ps of Soock's cars. Then - very

£
"Wou are a very spacial friend, Jim," he said softly,.

s

#irk turned back to his contemplation of

o

he noonlizght,

"And you, my frlend,Y he sald, bui silently. "And you, ..

h2
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JUST AN ORDIHARY DAY.

The computer alarm dmpinged cnto Kirk's pleasant world of sloop.
Turning, half awalke, he shot out his hand and switched 1t off, Five
later it buzzed again, and this time he could not ignore it. Resipgnedly
climbing out of bed, he switched 1t off nagain with a definite feeling of

“hatred towards it, thon nade his way itowards the john and shower in that
crdere Still barcly awake, he luxuriated in the fierce svray of hot water
for a goed five minutes before he folt willing and able to faco the day.

Swock was shaving as he stepned dripping from the shower and stood
& i i I £
himseif under the dryor.

"Good morning, sir." Kirk always marvelled at the way Spock greeted
his nude captain cach werning like he was in full dress uniforn.

"Huh? Is ite.s I mean, good morning, SpockeY He yawned, praying his
daily prayer that one day sovn Starship captains woull be allocated their
very own private bathroome Wot that hoe minded sharing with Spocks It was
just that he was so darnced Iivoely at 0700 hours overy morning.

With a mumbled "Sce you at breakfast," Kirk shuffled~back intn lhis
quarters,

Damncd messees So tired last night,.. Clean underwear and socks, Jim!
ese Why do I always think THAT in my molther's voilicoless Whero the hellsoa?

By a process of curscs and shufflings Kirk drossed and pleodded down
to the officers! ness. Coffeel Life-sustaining coffoc!

"What in heaven wosuld we <o withoyut it9v
HEir?" queried Spock, sipping toa.

"Hothing," said Wirk, wendering 1f his first officer ever heard his
mother's volce telling him to change his undervear and socks. He saw
Scotty bearing down on him,

"Captain, ye've no!' forgotten the Denartmental meeting in engineoring
at 1000 hours, have yo?t®

He hads "o Scotty, I'11l be there.”" Domn! And all that paperwork!
"Can't you go, Spock? he askced, delogating.

"oy, sire I have my own departmoental mocting at the sane time,?

So much for delegntion! A1) those wmeetingsi ALl that hurcaucratic
paper work! Where were the new worlds and now civilisatinns he had joined
Starflect tn find? Lost boneath a shower of pro-fornma. He snatched anothor
cup of coffec from the machine Just as MceCoy Jjoinced thew, o cheerful grin
ot his faco,.

"Hi Jim, Spock. Coptain, you look decidoelly crusty this norning,M
UHyh? o

"Dontt forget your meeting with me at CS00 hours,"

WANCTHER QNE??ZY

Spock prudently spnke upes "Sir, wo are on duty in preciscly three
minutes, ten sceonds timcs!

Kirk draincd his coffeo cup, put it dinto ths recycler, and stoad Up.
"T'11 be thore, Spock. Just a quick visit %o the Jjohn..."

Spock Iooked at him directly, without a tracc of amuscment in his
cycse "Captain Kirk, might I suggest that a little less coffee would be
advisable?

McCoy broke up. Kirk broke up, but not with laughter, and he marched
away with what he hoped was perfect dignity,
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On the bridse all was quiot, cmeopt thot Bulu, th. duty sfficer fap
the watch just cnding, was rclating a slightly smutty story to Liesutonant
Rilcys When he saw his sonior officors his veice trailed off, and the
bridge crow snapped suartly t: attontion,.. well, smart-ISH. Sulu was
slightly pink around the chrs, Riley almost bursting with laughteor,
young Johnson trying to brush cddible crumbs +f somo sort from Syhrck's
consolo, and Uhura doing her damnest to look like she nover listened to
slightly sumutty stories anyway.

"inything €5 roport, Licutcnant?" Kirk asikod, casing himself into
the con, recently vacatoed by Sulu and still Walli,

"o, sir. Quiet night,M '

"Time to spare for tolling jokes, huhon

"Sipen

"Nover mind, Mr, Sulu. Dismisg,M

bs Sulu went clattering away, Kirk snapped on the porsanal vicwer
for a read-cut of the status reporte ot o single new world; not one new
civilisation. Just empty space, meetings and papor Workees Slmost idly,
he read the incuming status roports from the rest sf the shipae

"Licutenant Uhurza, why arc you hovoringen

"I'm not, Coaptainin

"oll, you're not opening hailing frogquencios it

"Thero's none to cpone Uhura souanded quite forlorn.

Ham. Bnow how she fecls. And talking of hallinge.s Y1 haven't soocn
#nsign Chekoev this morninge!

"He's taking his sceond grade éompand oxXalty, sir," ventured Riley,

Poor kidl But hetd make sut, The oducation ~fficor alyays gave him
such glowin, reports,

. 1 . 4

MMre Johnson, shouldn t you be in class today?!

" Bducation Officor Parry gave us tine off, sir. Chokov's oxam and
all,ee" He beaned a self-safisfied boam,

"Then go do some studying in the Lecturc r:ia, Ensign.t

The bean faded, Johnscon stompod awaye If ho skived, Kirk thought,
it would be on his swn shoullers at a Inotor dato...

Damned empty spaceis.s What the hell was Spock Insking in hig viawer
with such rapt attention for? There was nothing to scce He startod to
humt tunclessly through his tcethe That alweys irritated the first cificer.
Huliess Mees Spock turned, duly irritate:d, and Xirk stond Uita

"ITm godng to sickbays. Take the com, Mr. Snocke!

& L b &

"hre vou 11L%M

"o, but I may be osut of ay mind before today is out," he warned
wrylye "I'm off o the first of ny meetings carly. May get scme coffee
down there, it's certainly not forthernming hercee!

Hee padded away bhefore Spock decided to put in a parting shot, And
1T MeCoy darcs to toll me I'm earlYeea

WHi, Jin, You're sarlyi®

Grrrrt

i

"Gotta lotta paper work to do, Bones, and I m Jdue in engincering in
little over an hour, s make it snappy, huh?!

"You ARE crusty! It's about time you had o rest.!
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"Bones ! Kirk warned., & rest was thoe last thing he wanted., Good
honest action, that was the remedy. Maybe a warn-up in tho gyu.

MeCoy, @rinning, handed the guarterly-~rcturn tapes over to hinm, all
sealed recady for delivery to Starflect'HQ.

"it's becn so damn quict arcund here, Jime Got all the moedicals dono,
plus the rocurrcnt vacclnation programac, Ivoen thoe contracontion rota is
almost comploete, T'm just tws short of that., One isn't Likoly to necd it
anyway for ansther five years, and tho other...” MeCoy's blue cyes looked
at him accusingly.

Titts an infringoment on personal liberty!® Kirk hedgoeds

"Better than having sichkbay full of weepy girls awalting termluation,
Rell your slesve up, I'11 do it now, Strike while the iren's hot, as it
worae '

Kirk sighed, but rollcd up hls slceove anyway, and watchec McCoy tape
the wafer-thin membrane onto his upner arm, It wuld be abscrbed in a
counle of hpurs tinc,

- . I . 2 1 . A -
Mt odgn U necessary!? Ho folt Like srumbling this morning.

"Oh yeah?? McCoy <drawled like he ddidn't believe hime. Eirk stood up and

rolicd his slecve down,

"pportunity, Bones, would be a finc thing, and right now I have no
opportunitiocs to lock forward to," he sald as he made his way towards
the clevator complete with tavoes he didn't really want and cohtracepticon
ho had no use for,.

"ind tell Spock I want hin! I want uy rocords straighti®

The clevator doors closcd around him, That, he thought, was a job
McCoy would have to 4o for himself,.

D

McCoy settlcd himself in front of his own nound of paner work. For a
time at least all was quict in sickbay. Juhn M!'Benga was <caling with the
trickle »f paticnts at morning surgeryess theo usual crop of aches and pains
which werc always more prolific when theore was not nuch doinge.

He vaused, then did what he did every norning befoere starting work in
carncst, He dived into the top drawer of his desk and pulled out an
intorstellar lettor.

"oarest Pades™
‘ God, he could almest hear heor volce! Aching, he put the letter away
and began hisg assauli on officialdone. _

Half an hour latoer the emergency buzgzer went off, making hin Junp.
He hit the dintercum button,

UMcCoy horoe’

"Medic teoan requestsd in engincering. Encergoncyet

WRBe right over. McCoy out,M

When MeCoy and the medic team arrived in ongincering, a group of
veople were clustered round the body of a young girl, including one very
distressed onslsn,

"gulie! Julle, it was an accidents... all an accicees™

MeCoy swept evoryone aside and bent down beside the girl. Evon with-
out the aid o»f the medical triccrder it was obvicus that she was badly
injured, She was about twenty, with wide, frightencd, pain-fillcd eyos.
Mo oldcr thal Joees
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) HALL right, Honey, rost casy now,™ hoe crocned s “‘thln;ly, assuring
himself that thore was no hecad injury before he gave her a shot of
analgesic, Beside him, the cnslgn was near tn hysteria. "bomoonu get hinm
the hell away fron hercli™ he ordercd curtly. "Take him to sickbay.™ He
turned back to the girl., Internsl injuries. Mulitinle fractures of the
loft leg and arh, Ho dann older thon J0eee!

"Doctor, it was an accident,!

"Sure, Honoy, don't you worey about o thing. We'll got you to u'Lol{b a2 o
Mako you comfortablol™

With the help of twe medics he put temprrary splints snto the
fractured limbs, thon gave orders for her to be token to sickbay. He
strajightened un and turncd to Scotiye.

MHow did it happoen?®

The chicf ongincer was caly distrossed., Now wasn!t the tine to
discuss the mceidont. He Qut a ﬂ(ﬂl on Scotty's shouldoer,

"Okay, Scotty, later. G0 get yoursclf a cup of strong coffce.!
NSho!'ll make 1t2M

"If'm not sure. Walt untll shet's beun to surgoery, then I'11 let you
know M

He cmerged from surgery twe hours later, tired and fecling completely
draincds The pirl would madke 4t, and at leoast that gove hin s-ne satis-
faction. Ho stayed with hor until she had beon safoely attached t 1lifo-
support, then crawled into his nffice and fisyped down, thankful for the
crffeoc that Christine brouzht £~ hin. Heo was stiil deinking it whon hoth
Kirk and Scott arriveds Pationtly, ho oxplainced t: fThoen, and overyonc
broathed o sigh of rclict,

Mihat happencd, Scottys"

"he 1ittle frols wore working un on the rantry. The laddie unhonkad
the safelty bhelt to got a bettor angle on what they were working with, and,.”

WHow many timoes o they have to be told about safoty precautionsti?
McCoy srrmancd, "Half the trauwsa we got in here is Jue ts sheer, pgoddanned
carelossnoss, !

Kirk stood upe "Fhen dt's about time we re-inforced that fact into
their thick skulls, I want a mocting with all departnent heads in the
briefing room nt 1 400 hours, sharpi®

e

Kirk rcturned t the bridge with Spock in decldedly worse hunsur than
teforc. It should nsot have boen necessary to have called such a neeting
in the first placce Safoty factors wore inbuilt into the systom, and it
was the nrerogative of no-one, from the captain dewn, to ignere them,
Heo folt the first twinge of headache. The crew had boen inactive for too
Tong, and he decided that an cmergency drill was in order, But tomorrow.
That damned hcadocheees Hlmost as though she had divined his necd, Uhura
arpoared with cuffee and, ignoring Spock's upswept oyebrow, he drained the
cup thankfully in wo pulnse Alnost without realising he was doing it he
rosuined his tuncle humindng e

"Captain, is that any particular tunc?! Spock asked lofvily.

"o, just a hume™

Suaek had made his point, and turnsd hack to hie werk, Kirk stopped

LJ‘\.

hunming, and Uhura tricd her oﬁst tr, protend shoe wasn'lt grinning., Five

minutoes Later, Syock swivelled agadn, He was probably the most active
cuy on the whole ship, Kirk thought,
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nsir, T have a roading at G.234 degroes stacvhoardn

i new civilisation? Even the Klingens would be welceome! Spock transe
ferred t- the big screon. Not cven a Klingon, Trading vessel, registration
nunber F4O768. Spock nunched osut a computer reference,

"Bena fide trador, Captain. Registratisn confirmed,?
"Aisking permissicn to come alongside, Captain,™ Uhura informed him,
"Pell him no, Uhura,"

"Oh, but sir! We've not c¢ven sniffed at a starbase nr tradcr for
wooks., 4And today IS paydaye..!

Payday! Alarm bells ringing madly,.
"Spock, ore you taking pay parade?"
"o, Captain...!

N3iriM Uhura's pleading volco.

llY "S?H ‘

"Thanks, sipxi!

"Lieutenant-Commander Kylo is in charge of pay parade dutics, sir."

Cancel manic buttoni... "Uhura, what the hell are you dring?

NGiving the trader permission to come alongsido,m

W HAT? N

"You did say yes, Captain.,®

I didn't say yes! I sald, Yos8%...aw, neveor mind! Mr, Spock, take
the con for a fow minutes!i®

"Where arc you going, sip??

"Toees tn the jobn, Mr. SmockiM

Spock never sald a word, He didn't have to, His climbing oyebrow
sald it for him, AGLTYN, sir?

De

Kirk pgave a disgusted glance at his pay-chit, paying particular

attention t3 the taw-deduction column, then tucked it into his belt., In

front of hinm at the novigation constle, Mrse Riley was grumbling bittorly
tn Johnsaon

"Take a look at that! Sure, they give it to you with ne hand and
ta}.{e it. . .”

Mir. Rilcy, if you're going to grousc for the rost of the day, at
least have the courtesy to let us all know whyWY

Riley wont pink up t- his ears. "Sir, it's iinbelical. ALY this
TaXeso!! ‘ -

"Think yourself lucky you got awvay so lightly, Licutenant! A1L we
have to nay is. Foderation tax. People like Mr, Spock have t: pay home
tax toc.!

Riley mumbled somathing Iike ¢ "Mr. Snock can afford to, he's
Ioaded anywaye! ‘

"Mlhat was that, Mister?"®

UJust commiserating with Mr. Spock, sir," Rilcy said blithely.

Spock opencd his wouth to put dn a lofty comment of his own, and
Hirk <dcecided To take hlu undsubtedly wealthy first officer away from the
atmosphere on the bridge
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Mhura, has the trader come alongside yot?®
"Yes,y sir, ALL roaody to rocelve paying sucsts," she answered bright-
lye. Kirk stood ups ' :

"Hot yets Mr, Spock, comc with me pleasecs I want to chock her cut
first. Lieutenant Uhura, the cin, pleasce! e

The trader, likc all such vessels, was small, crampod, and sver-
stocked with goods which, in general, cveryone could have <one without
but usually fought aver to gete She was in the charge of a plump, greasy
little man with grasping, podgy fingers and an ovorsized gat, A young,
siklky and secdy brunctte sat in one cornor of the "StoreM, oyoing the two
Enterprise men with sultry indifference.

"Who's the girl?" Kirk demanded sharply.

"™y daughter, Captaine” Obvincusly the 1littlc man was usod to prying
Starship captains..e. and Kirk was guite usoed to podgy little men in
charge of trading vessols,

"You can go tell that to the Klingons!" he snappeds "And you necdn't
try to sell her undoubted charms to my crew, cither., Has she been checked
moedically recently?® The trader hedged, and Kirk flicked open his
communicatore. "Kirk to sickbay. I have a nice little routine job for
gome lucky doctor absard the trader,t

McCoy's weary volce answered. "Sure, Captain, Be right over,™

The rest of the goods secmed to chock out skaye At least there were
n2 tribbles being harboured on the heavily-laden shelves of glow water,
Rigellian jewellory and »ther such delightse MeCoy arrived with a nursc,
and teook the girl into a back roomy whilst Spock read an abridged version
of regulatisns to the trader. At the last sentence his voice uancharact-
oristically faltercd, Kirk 2id not need o be told whye

He picked up the IDIC from the c¢ounter, "Hhere did you get thisen

"Nice, isn't it? Thirty credits...”

Spock almest chokeds "Do you know what this 187" Kirk demanded,

"Sure, somoething to do with his planet. To him, twentyl®

Spock tenseds Kirk steppoed boetween Vulcan and trader, "If I werce you,
Mister, I would be vory anxious about the prescrvatisn »f my ncck. This
is an IDIC, the most reveresd symbel on Vulcan, and you know as well as I
do that it is agadnst traiing regulativns to scll for profit or other
caln anything likely to give offonccees™

The guy capitualted. Thirty credits... much Less twentyees was just
not worth tho loss of his liconces. He gave the IDIC to Spock like -he was
giving him the whole of his stocks

"Didn't mean no offence, Mister, honost. Didn't knoweeo™

McCoy and the nursc emerged frem the back room, the girl in tow, a
smug look on hor facces o

"She's clean, Jimeee modically speaking, at least." The doctor
slapped a repulation medical certificate ont: the countere "Ten credits,
ho demandod,

"Pon credits? For three minutes! work?"

"en oredits. I'm a doctor, not a charity organisatione You chose
to have her aboard, so you can pay the bills," _

McCoy g0t his ten croditse He was still grinning broadly when they
all stepned off the transporter pad on the Enterprise. Spock was clearly
shocked,.
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"Ductor, is it quite ethical to charge for your services?m"

"Nope, guess not, Fortanately the days when patients actually had
to pay to visit the doctor are long since gones!

Whhen wWhyeee?™

"I did not charge the patient, Spocks I <did not charge for my
medical services, cither,® -

"Then what exactly did you charge ten credits for, doctor?™

McCoy was still grinning, like the cat with the croame. "Well, I had
to put my signature on the medical certificate, didn't I?Y He tossed the
ten~crodit pilece into the alr, caught it,and wont off muttering to his
nurse that it would help tc swell the funds for the sickbay party at
Christmas. . C

6o

Cff duty at last! Xirk relaxced in the rec room, -wondering why he
always felt so much wore tired when he hadn't really donc anythingeee well,
discounting papor werk, meetings, the engineering cmergency, a lccture to
department heads about safety, and that crazy trader, fartunately now
gono and probably several hundred credits better off than when he arrived,

And now, he was at a loose end, as usual, Relling up his sleeve he
tugged off the now redundant tape disgustedly. What a waste! Spock came
in, helping himself to tea from the machinc,.

3 ! ‘

"Fancy a gamc of chess, Spock?M

"I am ctherwise engaged, Captain,®

"oh?M That sounded unliksly.

"The music group are holding a recital of Gricg'Sees”

Kirk didn't really hear the rest. Bven Spock had his own damn hobbies
and intercstse Grieg who? He suddenly felt spiteful,

"Did McCoy got hold of you today, Spock?!
"What for, in particular?

Kirk lookod resentfully at his arm. "Fo render you safe to young
girls.n

Spock dld not appreciate thate Kirk had not expected him to, and
wasn't surprised when Spock downed his tea and wont off to his Griceg
recitales He looked around. There nust be scmeone to spend an evening
wlithe Scotty! He collared the onginecr and corncered him like a praying
mantis, ’ ‘

"Got time for a drink, Scotty? I've got somoe cxcellent, very old,
VOry rarcses!

Seotty was alrcady shaking his head. "Captain, yo know therc's a
foothall match on tonight M :

"Can't you give 1t a miss?" Kirk hated soccor, and could nover see
why the majority of his crew got sc worked up about it. Scotty drew
himsclf up to his not inconsiderable height, :

"I'm the roforec, Jime No ref, no gamce" Scotty grinned, M"A Scotsman
loves threc things. His country, his whisky, and his football, All three
comie first some time in his 1ifes Right now, itt's footballs, Why don't
you watch the match? I've been training the Enterprise Kop cholir: oM

"The WHAT?" That sounded worsc than a Grieg recital. Hell, never
mind! Out of the cornor of his eye he saw-McCoy, and with him the last
chance of a companionable evenling slipping swiftly aways The docter,
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oozing with Southern charm, had a rather beautiful female attachod very
firmly to hls arm.

Angryees with himsolf rather than with his imnmodiate fricndse..
he stomped off reluctantly to his own guarters. For a couple of hours
he caught up with some more paper work, switched on the viewer fora very
bricf lock at how the soccer match was poing, then settled down woth a
none-toc~interesting book which he had read twice anyway.

He must have fallen asloop. When his buzzor sounded the Enterprise
was on night status, and 1t was very late. Rousing himself, he oponod
the door. Spock stoeod there, politely walting to be invited in, dresscd
in his usual casual donims,

"Jim, I was conccrncd absut you, You were QUgy this cveninge"
3 >

Bless you, Spock! Somcone carcs! He grinncd, inviting the first
officer insides If Spock saw his intonsc cagerness, then he did not
commant.

MDrink?h

"I prefer my owns The chess gamo we started throe days ago, Jime
Shall we continue now?M

Kirk scttlcd himsolf comfortably inte Spock's quarters, relaxing.
Before him the board was already sot out, and Spock was pouring crinks.,
Kirk stretched, and made his first move.

"What a day!" he commented, almost to himsclf.

Spock handed him a slender glass of bright groen liquid, "Just an
ordinary day," the Vulcan corrccted him gontlve

Yean, just an ordinary davees Maybe tomorrow there'll be the now
worlds and new civilisaticonSees

Maybe £omorroWeeewse
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