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by Shirley Buck

"Sealed ordors,” comuented Sirk, os he held the snall bape
in hig hand. e looked across % Dpock, who merely waited, -
eyebrow slightly ralsed,

Kirk placed the tape in tho conscle mnd pressed bhe buttow.
The voice of ideiral X nock, abrupb und iﬁci :ve filled Xirk!'
cabin,

TCapbain Kirk. DMr. Speck. oStarflect have 2 wnission for
you. Usmost secrscy of course. "o have, wiot we helisve bto be
problems with the Carahdris planctary systes., 48 you ars no
doubs aware, this syst is5 a vital cowmunication link for our
flzet in the thre: scush gquadrant of the galaxy. In ths last
few wonths, several of cur Federatlion vessels have been dernied
porb facilities. The authorities always have what seem to bhe
water tight reascons, bubt we feel Sthe ruuber of occcasions has been
oo high %o be purs coincidence.

"We have decided to sond both of you, as hi ranking
Starflect officers and with 2 cerbain amownt of ronown ...
irk grinﬁnd neross b Spock ag he heard bhose

: )
eodwilll wisgids So the Cowrt of thz Solden ‘vagou. Wiile you
are there, asscss he situatlon nod try and discover 1f there

1
ig anything happening woich could bo considursd detrimental to
the “bd@&jtl@f and to Starflect.

"Thy I i 1 bcv. and we belicve hin to be
under the : )ONI‘]I, Halllenmis.  Trow all
our reporits ERE chLclnv“ o, who speaks litele.
Le know  nobo qg de“iaita shout hio,

”ﬁhu.ghherpgise will tokes gou the e, treusport you te the
Court ar return for you in two weeks, o need the sabtorprise
on o short haul nmissicn ~ud v, Scotlb can take baewporary
ccnnmauld during 1t Uim

" owlll 2xme

Whien Fou voturn.  Komack
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wpoelr looksd at hls Captain, zlnd that Kirk would not be
wolng alone. st least, he, Spock would be at Kirk's side and
togaether they wor

I don't btake kindly To
Hirlk uldmm?d nis fisth on the
the sort of mission T

Momackl

uld stand o chance of success.

"It dis o Dhneflect officer's duty bto obey orders," Spock
spoke wild Ly,

"Yeah, I know, Spoci,
it's Just th:b I hnte loaving
reason, Sven with _cobtby in
a2boult my crew.
ne made a ¢

A smil
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"I, too, Copbain.”

Loregignediy. "I suppose
srorisce for whabever

mand §owor vy about her nnd
glanced deross b Spock and sniled, as

is gesture with his hand.,

¢ 1it uwock’“ ayaes In raeburn.,

lad you're cowing along, Spock.” Kirk spcke
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was a monent
but soneliow
nstantly buside
nNim a8 his Filpst Gfficer
hod spoken the liveral truth,
was never eagy, bub to kunow Lthot thopo
O\ulu o ly 1mp11c1tl whatever the situa
Kirlk believed few Jt‘rship Coaptaing had,
It wasn't Just Spock's sunport
hig friendship Kirk valued too. IHe
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s

a|

of silence. Hpock
Hirk wus slways
him,

7-\

O~

Df“b@
qat'
him,

i
WS

arn
Cono
LIS

bt none

Doy

e

never
aware
“hen ne had once told Spock
Enormous
and
S0@Weone on
tﬁon JVTES

wnd perhaps
sacrifice

did
nhis

S
of suoporti
asset to
Starship
whnom ne
some bh t

of o

AT
ddge,

like It

i3] 3*
i

Lpock.
man his

ﬂDd fagced death

it was the
every thing for

the ot har which nr brought thot specinl closeness.

CAVE A 1ook;d 9%
a*crcom but
"T muess I7

Interprise

half smile,
ton,
d bet
Lor =2

th:

ser lotb know that

tha wirile , ™

"Where the hell are you goinzx?'  donmn

Kirk grinned, knowing W was in

Mie solng on o goodwill visit to the
Golden Dragon in the Carchdria ‘vftur "
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"iduiral Komackl™  exclaimed MeCoy., "Whnt's he doing
arranglng goodwlll missions?’ . He looked from ¥irk to 3pock,
nisg eyes norrowing. “There's more to this thun you'vre telling
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the whole thing his nothing to do with your state of mind,"
s2id Spock.
MeCoy glared ﬂt 1im.
. "Tou know damn well what I wean, Spock. 3But it seems I
have no say in the m'ttdv Crders are orders.’
BT oam surprised that vou hhve actually rommbersad that on
Tthis occn SlO;,” s21d mpock, mildly.
Rlﬁi could hordly sugpress o grin.
"unat do you moan by that remark?” demnnded McCoy.
TThat you are not ronewn ed for vour ohedisence to Starfleet

rules and regulations,” r»sTo Aad Spock,
"Perhaps, because my ! lngCTJUlC oath was made first, and
to me, 1s more important.” c,og g*us o osnarp nod at Spock and

for once Spock could not Lrink of o rotort. Ec;oy turned to
the Oapbtailn,

dhen do vou leavet" he asked.

"I shall be instructing Vr. Suly on the course change and
spe utr“lUQtIW“y e soould be there in three days.” Kirk
turnud to wpocks Je will hsve 2 meebting of all divislon heads
2t sixteen hundred hours. JArrange 16, please, Ir, Gpock.’

Three days later The Inbterprise snbeced the Carahdrian
sLar system 2nd went lnto orblb ﬁrounﬂ the fourth planet,
raady Ho beam the Captaln and st Cfficer down to the Jourd
of the Golden Dragor.

The Carahdricn systen consissted of ten planets revolving
sround o single sun.  sll Taw g sts wers lnhibited except
for thez inn:rmost one icn permonently presented the same
side Ho the sun and was 4 barrsn, innosplitable world wibth no
2tmosphere.

Phe fourth planet was the nowms of thz Jourt of the

Golden DLragon, which was entral adnluistrative and inperisl
centre for the hole of 5 stubm. Orizinally 1t had
been the Kingdo” that had ¢ oGhe bettling principnlitics

of the fourth planet Gtogath U 0 p_“cﬂful ruie from that
core had Juvuloped the bechnoloyy that hnd COlOﬂlubd the othor
worlds ond had, 1n the Tfinnd Jzzljsis, limived their further

expansior:.,

Mow the Court ifsell s wmore of a figurehead; the
fighting warlords o t.ing of the But the ftraditions
:’& herltn@o romained and the Jourdt 2 formal and richly
diverse pluce. lhe ouperor, Kwang I was o young boy and
the burden of hig authoritvy 11 fatel his vyoung shoulders.
His main advisor wus the g ﬂ(mo ladin, Tailengis.

The Carahdrian civili acd started several thousand
years ago. ‘Tholdre UCO paksTEEs h‘a prralleled Zarth's in nany ways;
and they hnad r“on~ hrouﬁ_ ne .E%HV‘IO angd btroumas which seensad
to be the cost of te 1010”30 and sophisticuated development,
For she 1last huLdred VEArs, aowever, the Carahdrian systen
had been at pence and when They agreed to an nlliance with the
TPglerntion, Jlfty yerrs apo, both rllies had bhencefitted.
Zarzhdrisn civilisation haid never moved oubtward to the strars:
minerally ricih wnd agriculburally £ Lﬁllp, they felt no
pbc“SSLty ve travel JufOﬂd their own system. The restlegs
drive which hzxd pushed humoans upward and outward to the stars
was not o characheristic of Carahdrinns.




garahdria was o large star system in 2 virbually euwpby
quadrant of the gnlaxy. Federation and Ztarfleet vessels on
long haul stor flights found the system invaluable ond
Gorahdrias had been hoppy bto provide stop--overs for sacre
leave, refuelling and revictualling. In return the vessels
had brought the stars to Carshdria - in goods sand people.
It hsd proved an amicable and profitoble arrangement.

Kirk =nd Spock were to benn down Ho pay homige to
Kwangfintus and s the Enterprise locked into orblt they made
Cthelr way to the bransporter room, lMeloy and ucotty awaited
then. Fxrk hod spent several hours with nhis Chief Engineer,
golng over every minute detnil he could think of, cven twoudh
he knew Scotty alrceady knew then al1l, but Kirk ailso knew that

e understood his Copbain's concern and anxieby.

Yirk grinuned aceross ot 3cobtty, o8 he Uooh his pl-ce beside
Spock on the Stransporber pid.

"Take care of her, Scotby.”

"’JC sir.!

“ind you, Jim, take chue,”  sald MNeloy. ‘T want to see
vou both back in one piecse.”

"is indeed do we," rejoined Spock. He looked
significantly 2t the ”qqnllp wizo studlously avoided the look.
Neiltner was lost on lNeloy wwogc apprehensions of bLhe mission
grew even sStlonger.

“gpergise,” was the lost thing he heard Kirk say, before
the > both fnded into sparkling pieces.

B Ed E P *

They witeriolised on 2 trorsporter pad unlike n.y they

had ever seen before. icily ewbroldered draperies hung on
the walls, wnlle thick carpsts coveraed the floors The

G nunorsep pads were soft rnd cushioned and r&vemled
smbroidered zolden dragons on btielr surlice as she YwWo men
svepped of.

N

L osmall cusrd of honour awaited thew ond this was led
by the Chamberliain of the Jourt of thn Zolden Dragon himseclf.
TaiHengls was 2 nan of e dium heilght, with dork hadlr ond
plercing dark oyas. 1 : gssed in black flowing robes,
swbroiderod here nd thers vl gwnll oilver wmotils
representing the Unrahdrian sy rL . Chere wnas an aura of
power and wmenace btnnt smanated from him, which Eirk falt
straizhbaway.  Taileugis wos 2 moen bto beware of . IHe bowed
low =8 Kirk and Spock stvepped off the trwﬁuworbur pads.

”He“ﬂomr to Lo uourb of thoe TJolden DrAU n. ! His wvoeilce
was deep and nmelodious. PItanm “11Heng10,u agherlain to the
dmperor. I m ot your sorvice."

"I oam Oaptain James T, Eirk of the Starship Enterprise
and this is my First Cfficer, Ir. Hpock.

1Your renownm has gone before you. Your nmes are well
known nt e Court. hwny of our citizens are anxious Ho
meet you. We are all both proud and ha oy toaas youw hove been
sble to visit us.”

Fithank you, Talllengis, It is our pleasurs to he here.”

Firk rb*?11n=ﬂ frem looking +t Spock, kunowing th t the
Tulean found vho 18T innne plﬁtltuwvu a5 bivesomse as
he did himself. Ta cestured for toen both to follow
him nnd he led the way through the corrldorg of the imporini
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pﬂluce.

The palzce was large
its hUI‘lt NEE WaAn ’Vl@ and
alls

of in its

carvings on w

depicting the court life over tho cetturwos. Virk and Spock
looked =arcund in fascinatlon, interested in yohing tacy saw.
Tailengls neithzr svopped nor ongaged tl’ offlcﬁ“s from the
Enterprise in corversation. He strode ilO“Q the corridors,
Oblivious of the bows frem each of the guards 28 he passed.

Kirk =ng

honour %rouaqt up thoe rear. 4L Llast
Roem of the Golden Dragon itself. O

and luxurious.
rich furuishings,

~nd ceilings and its wealth of paintings

Spock followed closely behind him

fwe large

The hundrsds of years
the ornate

and the
re

guard of
ached the Throne
rnately corved
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doors reached from floor to ceiling and they slowly swung open
2s the party anproenched.

The Throne Room was crnormous and seemed Yo be filled from
cend te cond with A grwtﬁ throng of peoeple. As the doors opened,
all heads turned in thelr direction and a murwmurifz , as of
uany bees, bhogan and “ccr slowly to a loud roar. Hirk :mnd
opock realised it was the Carahdrinn way of showlng v ,gpuct and

edging

honour to thcir gussts
the throng, acknowl

)lowly shiey
the peoplo

followe
on

a
alithen

TniHengls
side with

through
slight

inclinotions of their hoeads. I6 scemed 2 lony wiy unbtil they
rzached the end of the room.
i flight of steps led up to the dais upon wiaich stood the
mighty Golden DJrogon tiwoene 1tscll. IMade of pure gold, it had a
lnrge olden drageon carved upon ivs biack. Holden gausze
curttins hung ot the back of the dais and 2 canopy of the same
sterial hung over Tiae tRroné.
A5 Kirk =nd opoclk approachad wie steps, the curbzins wer
drown aside and o diminutive figure stenped bhrough them and
came Gf sit upon thw Jolgvu Dragon throne.  Hhe twrong of
poonl fell o thoilr kneass and bobta ths Qﬁttfp?iﬁb of ficors
dl the same. The fiéure inclined nis head gracicusly und
peckoned for tho two men To DroNcihy the thronL,
Taifengls went zheod ol smoond bowed low before the
jmpezor b@for taking hig plice to one “idt oi the torone.
HEmporor Xwang Hatus, may I proesent Captain Jomes T, Kirk
and hils Elfuu Cfficer, MNr. onca, of The L.b.a. Benterpriss.”
Tirk oand 51 de 1o HKwn n\g?Uuo lookad 2t tThem
with bright-ey rest. < to bHe a yeung Iad in
his e\fly teens ;Ad he uvokb, hig v01cv confirmed his
appenrance, He hod doek hadr nd blue \yds mnd was dresseaed
in glittering gold robos which seemcd »imost 00 heavy for
nis sanll irﬂmu-
"ile arce pleassd that you have ured our Court with
your presence.’  rhe voice 1hs bl i Ditched amd cle Mle are
interested in all vou howe %o vell us about “*W“Ohlpu.
"It would ay ploasur. o Hell you a0 vou wish to
know,! mropliled Xirk.
iGood! i will make arransenents with our Chnmberlain
for = pClV“tF 1puerv1ﬂm 2t 0 convenlient time.”
Kirk bowed his head nnd smiled his agrecement, ;
"1z hops you will enjoy your visit to the “Tourt of the f
Zolden Drlmoq. e hove wmany buoings plonned for your enter- ’
tainments and inberest. ' %
"igg are leooking forward Yo our stay hcre. Ve anpreciate
Tour taou;ztfulﬂess.’ §
Kwangtiatus swniled, - boyish euger swile. ;
5




"I shall look forward to seeing you latver," His formal way
of speaking was rforgoetten =nd he was just a young boy locking
forwaerd to a2 treat. Then hée renenmbered himself and his eyes
shifted, somewhat apprewensively, to where Tailengls stood.

"faiHengls. Make the nécessary arrangements for the
Interprise officers to visit us later.”

"Yeg, Emperor." TaiHengis bowed, his hands tucked into
his sleeves.,

Kwangtatus stood and acknowlkedging the crowd before him
turned end walked back through the gauge curtains.

TailHengis cawme forward.

"If you will follow we, gentlemen., I will show the
apartments we have ready for you."

* * * * *®

Taillengis closed the door %Ho Kirk and 3Spock's apartment
and walked slowly along the corridor, deep in thought. It was
strance that these two should come at this time, when ais
plans were beginning to come to fruition. He was so sure that
he had raised no suspicions. Yas 1% Just coincidence that they
had come now? Taillengis believed not. Did they know anything
about his plans? Perhaps he had been too quick to start
turning Federation vessels away from the ports. TaiHengils
snawed at his knuckles in consternation. BSBurely something as
small as ¢hat would not have brought Starfleet Cfficers here
so quickly.

TaiHengis gave a quick laugh. Fool! Now was not the
time for panic and overspeedy reachions. The Captain and his
Mirst Officer would be watched - nothing more - for the
mom=nt. But he must also be sure that they did not Sty o
exert any undus influence on the Empercr. He, TaiHengis, alone
must guide Kwangiatus' footsteps.

Hb reached the door to the Zmperor's apartment and
knocked quietly. A servant opened the doer and bowed silently
as TaiHengls walked in. Suprenely confident, TaiHengis stood
waiting in the middle of the room, and sure enough, a minute
or two later Kwangiatus appeared in the doorway. He was
dressed sinply now; the robes of the limperor pubt aside.

MJell, what do vou want?" Xwanglatus spoke truculently.

"I come only to advise the dZmperor," sald TailHengis
silkily. "You must btake care that you do not trust the
trangers too far. We have no reason to believe that they are

htfo just for the purpose they state."

"that othser reason could thers possivly be? Capbain Kirk
of the Starship Enterprise would not lie.,"

"How can you be sure?"

"T have heard tales of his honour and his courage. 1
welcome him to my court.”

"You are young =and unversed in the ways of the people of
the Fe derltlon. It may well be s I say, that they are not
to be trusted. !

"But they are our allies. They would not lie to us."
wangﬁatua' voice rose a2 little., He always felt unsure of
himself in TaiHengis' presence. It was norhing that Tailengis
ever said or did, but something in his manncr, that KwangHatus
could not put a name to, unnerved him. Somebimes there was a
look in TaiHengls' eye that made a chill of fear run down




Kwanuuauu@‘ gspine, It was bthere now,

"Perhaps not," Talllengis spoke quietly,

M"Capbain Kirk is a hero, a legerd almost. T have heard
many good things of aim.Y

"A hero to the Tederation only. To othoers he may appear
gifferently." '

""Phe Federation has beoen our ally for many years and we
nave never had a cause to doubt their loyalty snd their
friendship. Yhy arse you against them now?" asked Kwangliatus,

"I anm not against them. I merely advise caution,”
But Zwangliatus was not deceived. For some reason

Paitengis actuﬂllv disliked Captain Kirk. “aat reason could
there be? w\nviatus didn't know, bub he mistrusted Taillengis'
notives.

The next four days were tedious to hoth Kirk and Spock.
s1l day, every day they were occupiad in neet ing Carahdrians
in situations bthas see med mlnufactufnﬁ and made only  to
present the best poasitle face bo the two men., It seemed
alnost impossible to actually meet someons on a friendly,
ralaxed basisz.  Banquets, cocktail parties, press calls,
visiting museuns, factories, schools - everyWhers, in fact,
in tha city of the Jourt.

Bub tae people weore sincere in their desirze bo meab themn.
The fawe of Goe dnterprise and hor intrepid Caplbain were well
known. Kirk was always the one called on, to wmake the speeches,
deliver the prize ¢s;  bhe coentre of attention., 3Bub Ipock was
alvays there, =t hiz Saptain's ginve, gilently supportive and
Kirk was grateful for his presence.  Bobu of the longad to
be b*ck on the interprise and awsy frowm the trying boredom of
SUELPOS goodwill nissious.

go far as they had been 2ble to sscertain, there was
nothing %o indicate that tho Carahdrians were thinking of
creaking their lilldﬁCb with the Fedevation., In gspite of all
the contrived si runulono, it appeared only To be a genuine
desire to show their best to bavip Federzvion nllies.

Tzillengis was often prosznt on these visits - butrarely
so in an obvious way. Iis was a presence btnat was felt rather
Than observed and it botherad Kirk considerably. Any time he
spoke Go Taillengis, the Chamberlain was cuiet, polite and told
him absolutely nothing at all.,

During 2 break in thoir CO“ﬁltj‘ntS, Hirk -and 3vock
snjoyed o rare momrnt of relaxation in their apartment. Kirk
spoke of his approhonsion ru@vrdlnu Taifengis.

‘I, too feel the sane Jlm resnondo LJpocw "There
is an old Harth saying whic “ I L] nk describe Tailengis
well ~ gtill waters run deep. There is wmuch to nim that is
below the surface.” e prused, thoushtfully for a noment.

"T bhelieve tug fmperor feavs hinm, !

Kirk lookead shorply b ninm.

Mihat makes you say that?!

"It is difficult to put into words. The way that
swanghHatus looks at Taillengis., His atbitude. There is evil
here, but how I know sthat ..." Lpock poused.

Kirk grinnsd in sympathy.

"I do know wh'% you mean, Spock. I hive a red alert

3
HCH

7 e



going off right here.” He placed nis hond at the back of his
neck, "I don't know . It's somsthing I don't get too
citen, but when I do 1t's usually accurate. Ye'll just have
to keep our eyes open. ‘le've gob anotheor ten days yet."

(8]

In another part of the palace, Tailengis sat in his room.
He was pliased with how tﬂlngs were going., The visit of the
starfleet of ficers was roubine and there avnpeared to be no
gsuspicion of wnyth:n@ on their part. TaiHengis laughed to
himgelfl; so much for the nuch vaunted 1ntegr1tv of Starflect.
They were fools, bnoti of them, wouthing plﬁtltudes and obsgerving
only what TaiHengls wanted thom t0 .

and soon, hls long awailted guest would be here. .Cnce he
arrived Tailengis would have nothing bo fear from anyone His
shrength would be unassailable. He might even stop tﬂv

Captain and First Officer from returning to thair ship. It
night prove interesting toe sce how they would react if he did
Just th it

His tnoughts werce intecrrupbed by a soft tan at the door,

C"Cona, " "he called.

£ uervant, carrying 2 btray with Tailengis' favourilte
beverage, enbtered and alwmost apprehensively moved a2cross bthe
room, towards nis master,

. "y Lord," the S@fVﬁnr; aurnured, as he placed the tray
on the table near Tailengis' elbow.

"Not “theres, you fooll" ifis voice was low, but
penetrating.

The servant jumped and spillied scowe of the drink onto
the tray.

"It seems impossivle for you to do anything right,
doesn't it, Clong?" Tailengis askad sof tly.

"Teeeee 57 oo Y +... best, Lord,. Clorganswercd,
foarfully,

"ot well enough, it secms.”

Tal Hengls rose nnd opprosching Clong, forced him to his
knees.

"You will have to learn not to be sc clumsy, won't you?!
His woilce was quiet, but toere was 2 throad of malsvolsnt
delight running through it. TProm his desk ho picked up a long
barbed necdle and very deliborately ran it thrdugh the muscle
of Clonz's forearu. OClong gove o long w an of agony and
perspiration stood out on hig for nead. Pailengis grinned
and twistoed the ncedle. Clong moansd again and shared at the
plood which ran from the wounds the nesdle had infilicted.
TaiHengls watched him for 2 wmomzanbt or two and then, tiring
of the spectaocle, he pulled the needle out sharply and kicked
him with his foot,

. Get out! and don't be clumsy ngain or something worse
may well befall you.”

Blood trickled from the two puncture marks and Olong
covered then with his hand, as he picked himself up and
hurried frow the room. ,

Tailengis gave 2 short lough nd cleaned the blood from
the needle. He enjoyed watehing men auff“r- he thought
suddenly of Kirk and what he would like Ho do do him if he
gut the chance. What would make it even better was that fact
that the Yulcan would suffer more just wabtching Kirk in pain.

-



TaiHengis might not aspear to be much in evidence in all the
functions that had been neld feor the Intorpriss officers, bub
Tailengis had missed little. Thers wos 2 closeness between
the Captain and First Cfficer which Taillengis and rarsly, if
aver, seen before. It was beyond the comprehension of
TaiHengis that two men of such differont backgrounds, of
different races. and differcnt chiracters could achiocve the
brotherhood de love that these two obviously felt for one
another., He wanted only to use bhat siwmple feeling te cause
pain and wmisery to thew. Taillengils hnd never felt that sort
of c¢loseness for anyone and regarded 1t as weakness. He
belisved he had sized them both up and had nothing toe fear.

sle ¢ & * *

The city of fthe Golden Dragon Throne was 2 gmall butb
ancient one. The Golden Dragen Palace was situated at the
southern ¢dge of the city, near to the woods and plains Ghat
sprend out on all sides. Near the;nlnce was The
adninistrative Headguarters fot tie Carahdrian Solar bysten
and then fanning out from there, was bthe large rosidential
arcea,. The lﬂQUJtClql areas was on the eastern adge of the city
and it owos heve thoet Hirk 24 Spock went on ong of their
visits to Cirahdrian facboriss.

This one was o large coup 1bx of buildlﬂ?o NALLL the
planning and exscution of bthe Carahdrian spa hips were
carried out. Both mon were wvuch inerested in ﬂll they sa
and spent considerable time tners.

It wasn't uatil they had rebuencd to thoir apartment in
the polace that they were nble to discuss the visit toegether
fully. Both of them were puzzlasd by the fuact that, in spite
of Ffalrly lax sccuribty penerally in-the factory, there were
several arens bthey had not been allowed to enter; one of
which wos o large warehouse, It had been ﬁlffioult to sy
nuch without the Carahdriang feeling thzt they were brjlng to
pry and thus arouse suspicion. However fthe people themselves
were of £ hand gbout it all and seened completely disinterested.

"Are we being overly suspicious, Spock?" gquoestioned Kirk.
"Is thers anytbinf secrative going onf”

"It dis a@fficult to say, Canbal The people, I belilcve,
do not know Hh’b is in btho areas we hove been kopt awny from.
They have just been told nobt to go thexe and not te allow us

to @o thers either. It is strance. Therce is very littlie
sccurity 2t the factory. 1F thewe is somathing untoward
boeing planned the person or persons in charge scem quite

confident about it."
Hhe Gﬂrahdri:n“ seem o bo singularly incuricus people
cencrally,  communted Kirk. -
“WHlCJ nisght wzpliin why They hnhve never felt the need
50 go beyond th"ir ovmn 5% systen," :

&

LV
"Mmmnnmg, Hirk was t;oujntful. "I believe thnt
factory could benr closer inspection.” - Eirk sailed across
a2t Spoclk, the light of =2dvenbure in his eyes. Jpock gave

an lmwiard sigh.  He knew 1¢ wag dnevitable thnt Hirk would
wish to ”eo whwt was benind the locked doors.
" "Indeed Captain, I expected nothing less.,”
"Do you think ther  will be any Qifilbultj in =etting
in?Y asked Kirk,
' "T do not believe 1t will be beyond wy powers to obtain
access to the places you wish to see,”
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"Good," exclaimed XKirk. "MJe'll go tonight. Fortunately
we have no engiagenents to fulfil for the rest of the evening ...0

"I think 1t would be prudent to wait until later in the
nisht," rejoined Spock. "Ye do not wish to be seen.”

"Tulte right, Spock. Exactly what I had in nind."

Y

B ¥ * ¥ *

Kirk and Spock found it relatively easy to leave the
palace without being seen. They hnd about an hour's walk to
the factory 2nd preferred to do this rather than take the risk
of being.spotted taking 2 car.

It was rare for Kirk to have an hour in which he could
tnalk with his Vulcan friend uninterrupted nd both men rather
enjoyed the walk in She quiet darkness of the night.

Carahdria possessed no moons in 1ts system and there were very
few gtars. 3Bubt once their eyes had grown accustomed to the
dark they found their way quite easily.

The roads of the cibty were wide, with tress and gardens
on all sides. Houses were set back frow the roads and were
well hidden by bushes for privacy. Kirk and Spock saw no ons
at all on their walk and 1t scemcd that once darkness came,
no one woved frowm their houses. Spock's retentive nemory
wag invaluable and be ledl the way directly to the fachory
without hesitation. As bthey noired the fence which surrounded
the fectory, they could detect the slight flickoer of 2 low
voltage force field.

"Pthey must have had thot switched off when we visited
earlier,” compented Xirk. "Con you do anything, Spock?"

"I believe so, Ciptain., It is fairly basic and T shall
only need to find the switch to shut it off."

"Fronm tiils side of the fence?" quoriad Kirk.
"PThere dis always on- on both ddes, in case of emorgencies.
It is 2 matter of knowing where to look."

L

TAnd you know whoire bto look?" Kirk grinned.

Spock looked slightly surprisad at the guestion.

0L course, Capbain.”

It took Spock luss than five nminubtes to turn off the
forcefield -wd the two nen feund vthemsolves inside the
Lactory grounds. They nade thoir way to  the mnin office
block, as it wns therce that both nen had noticed the long
corridor which they had been discreetly guidsd away from.

"And I supposce you can pick 2 lock witi the best of
Then, " gaid Kirk, as Spock placed an exaninihg hond on the
main door.

"Ai relatively simple lock, sir. I shall not keep you
long, "

Kirk wns surprised yet again, by the many skills that
als First Cfficer had. It never ceased to anaze him that
someons who appeared se quiet and a little annrt from bhe
rest of the crew, wis the one wuo gave nim the nost suppord
and on whon ke relisd the nost.

There was 1 slightclick and the nain door swung open.

oy, Mr. Gpock, He'll make 2 cat burglar of you.yetlM

"I have no desize whitscever bto steal cats, sir. 4And I
cannot understand why you should think I wopld want to do so ."

Kirk smiled. Th» way in which his First Officer always
seemed o bake everybhing he s2id so literally was a constant
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source of anusenent to him, He was nsever sure just how much
the Vulcan deliberately misun-erstood.

The main Office block was a magze of corridors and
offices, but Lpock's unerring sense of dirsction soon led thsenm
to the corridor in Jdich they were inbervested, It was quite
dark, but they were able to make oubt doors opening onto the
corridor on both sides. They opened each in bturn, finding
them all unlocked.

"You were right, Spock. Their security is very lax.”

"Triless of course, they have nothing to hige.m

Mommm, " Kirk grunted, non conmuwittally. "Let's find out."

logt of the wrooms provad 5o be gencral ddainistration
offices, contalning tae usual office paraphernalia. However,
one door they opensed led into a large drawing office. There
were plons and oluupﬂlnbs fixed te the walls and on-the
drawing boards. Kirk and Lpoc&,examinqd then closely.

"Look, Captain,”" exclaimed Ipock

Kirk walked to whers Spock stoced bbwore one of the blue
prints on the wall.,

"hat have you found?V

"Thagae are blueprints for a starsiip,Captain. Much
bigger and wore sophisticated thon anytiins the. Jarahdriang
D : 4 o

yat hove,"

"So, they plan o mose out of btheir sgbar system. Strance
't heord anyching about it.m
"tMost strange. And what 1s oven more strange are some of

Un;se designs. uOOK?” Spock pointed to soveral areas on the
luAprlnbu, "Here. And heve. and heve ngﬁin. I've seen these
idess beforo.” He p&uued and looked Pirk in the eye. "On
Tilnmon battlecruisors.' _
asztl" Wirk looknd c¢losaely »t whero broc* pointed.
As he studicd the desisns in Jdetaill, he reslised nis
Pirsy Cificer was right. Nlingon dv81rnu on glrﬂqdrlzn ships.

Ships of the kind that Cavahdrinns had novor had be :fore.
Xirk and Spock lookad 2t one another, each knowing what
the other was thinking. Ths Klingons Jcro at work again,
turning Federation wllics 6011n 5 the Federation itself.
Stepping in o btake owver and turn the people into Wiingon

Slaves.

"Thero wmnuss be e andria who plans to braak
The ulllinccg” sald Edin agone poweriul enough to
subhoridse all this." He gestursd a2t all Lpﬂ olans, "There

is only one person who could do it !
”ﬂqlwwn5109" gbtataod ODOCM’ quietly.

Mo wlse,t  roplied Hirk. "Bub de tois as far oss they
have gone with the plans?  and where would they builld the
snips? e saw no sipgns of anybthing remotely re 5emo11n” this

kind of operation s we

T would nvuoul G
already, " i ;

vnile alking, spock had opencd a larze
folder and rough blusprints of sgveral obher by
of storships, none as bilg or as poverful s8 bthe one they
had first looked =f, but all part of what could be a battle
fleet. Silently, Lpock show\u Ew pote irk.

Firk could only look ot thoam rith o groving scns: of
apprehoension.

"T can't understand why anytaing as bi
left sround, On Zarth, this would have Hh

thirough Uthe
song ships hiave been bullt - -

C-rr\_')-}—em

a8 this is just
strictest security
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going."

"It is the nature of the Carahdrisns. Their lack of
curiosity and 'drive' seems to be very widespread. Most Jjust
would not think of doing what we have just done." :

Kirk gave a half smile.

"But there must be some with the drive it needs to push
something even as far as the drawing board."

"It would only btake one man to lead, the rest would
follow if TaiHengis commanded. Through fear, if through
nothing else," -

"If they have got to the syage of buillding the ships, then
many people must be involved. But many, I suppose, need not
know what they are actually building, if they are Just
nanufacturing the parts that sre needed." Kirk was thinking
out loud. "We have %o know how far this has gone, Spock."

"Agreed, Captain. Perhaps the warehouse which was missed
out in the itinerary of our visit would be worth looking at."

Kirk grinned.

"I believe you're right,"

Quickly =nd silently they left the office block. Both
mén were unaware of the cold unblinking eyes of two hidden
video cameras, One in the corner of the drawing office, the
other situated near the main door, recording their every move.
Unknowing they made their way silently through the factory
grounds until they came to the warehouse they were looking for.
It was much bigger than they had at first realised and gaining
access proved to be more difficult than they had anticipated.
However, Spock finally managed to ocpen a small door in the
large double doors of the warehouse,

It was crammed from floor to ceiling with sbtarship parts,
labelled and numbered and packed; and obviously awaiting
shipment .... %o where?

Quietly they moved around, looking at the labels and Kirk
spotted some enormous baffles of 2 kind he had never seen
before, but obviously intended for use in building enormous
shields of some kind., He called Spock over to have a look.

"What do you maks of ehse, Spock? They couldn't be used
on any kind of starship I've ever seen. Angd they are built to
withstand an incredible amount of heat. ILook at the thickness
and material,"”

Spock was silent for a mowment, studying the baffles.

"I believe this supplies the answer to where they are
bullding the ships, Captain,” hé said. '"The innernost
planet., It is the only possible place."

"Of course, Spock!" That planet always presents the same
face to the system, so it is completely barren and devoid of
life, No one would dream of looking on the further side.
ind the baffles ..,."

"e... are used to build protective shields against the
power of the sun," finished Spock. '

"There's enough space to hide s whole fleet there."

"Indeed, Captain," said Spock seriously.

"This is bigger than even Starfleet and the Federation
believed i1t to be. The Carahdrians would only build a fleet
such as this if they planned to use it. Ang if they are
using Klingon designs, it is obvious who they are going to
use it against. This is interplanetary war they're planning
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with the aid of the Klingons."

"And we have no way of letting the Federation know until
the Enterprise returns." _

Kirk and Spock looked at one snother in horror and
despair. And high above, another video eye watched them.

t * * * *

It took longer than the hour for Kirk and Spock to return
to their apartment in the palace. They walked slowly,
discussing all they had seen and the possibilities the
evidence had opened up. both men were desperately worried and
would dearly have liked to mske some arrangement to enable the
Interprise to return soonser than pianned, but they could do
nothing which might arouse the suspicion of Tailengis., They
were both quite sure that he was the master nind behind the
treachery they had uncovered.

Sillently they entered the palace and crept towards their
rooms. It was late in the night and the whole palace was
silent and dark. fuiletly they sentered their rooms.,

ITemediately the light flashed on and their arms were
seized and pulled savagely behind their backs. Blinking in the
bright light and not sure what hag happened, 1t tocok them
geveral moments to realise that TaiHengis stood %o one side,
arms folded, watching them with narrowed gyes, as his
bLonchmen tried to control the two men and force them Yo their
knees.

Kirk and Spock struggled to free themselves, bub there
were just too many of them. Eventually, they were forced to
kneel before TaiHengis. Kirk had had his shirt ripped and
there was a brulse darkening the side of his face, as well
as blood trickling down his chin from a cut lip. Spock had
fared no better - there was a deep cut near his hairline
which oozed green blood down the side of his face.

"What is the meaning of this, TaiHengis?" demanded
Kirk, .
"You tell me, Capbain," replied TaiHengis, quietly, "We
treat you as honoured gucsts angd of fer you hospltality. 4And
we are repaild by you nnd your First Officor breaking into our
factory and inspecting plans and equipment that are none of
. youwr business,”

Kirk managed a quick look 2% Spock, who raised his eye
brow. TaiHengis gave a short, nasty izugh.

"Yes, we know where you have been tonight., Our security
is not as lax as you would like %o beliseve,"!

"O.K. 30 we broke into your factory," retorted Kirk,
sharply. "But you are doing far worse. You are planning %o
break your alliance with the Federation. You plan a new
allisnce with the Klingons. And a lot of good may it do you.
It seems to me, you know very little about the Klingons if
you plan %o work together," '

Teillengis' eyes widened slightly at Kirk's mention of
the Klingons and Kirk knew that his and Spock's surmise had
been correct. But TaiHengis committed himself to nothing.

"Your babblings do not interest me at all." He leaned
forward, bringing his face closer to Kirk's. "I want to
know where you have been for the last hour. And you will
tell me, Captain," —

Kirk gave 2 mirthless smile.

"I shall be quite happy %o tell you where Spock and I have
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been," he said, locking DTaiHongis in the eye. "Ye have been
walking back from thoe factory. It's quibe 1 way you know.'

Taillengils stiffoned.

"Don’t dnsult wmy intellizence, Kirk." His hand flashed
out and caught Kirk 2 stunning blow on tho side of his head.

e would have fallen, if he hadn't becn held by TaiHengis' men.
Phore was a cub on his check from the ring TaiHengis woro.

"Do you soeriously expect me Ho beliove that two Starflee
officers would walk %o the factory and back ngain, when there
aTe many cars which you could have used.!

"We didn't want to be seen," replied Kirk.

"Really? How very surprising. No, Captain, you will
have Lo do better thon that.  Your ship is circling our planet.”

Kirk looked at Spock stunned to think the dnberprise was
so close and hadn't contactod them. His hoirt 1ifted. Bub at
Taillengis' next words, Kirk reilised he had misundorsstood.

"Why don't you aduit it? ‘The Lnterprise is up there,
although she doesn't show on our screens, Whit is it, Kirk?

A new kind of cleoaking device?!

"I don't kmow what you're tazlking about.!

Tallengis' hand caught him ogain on the side of his face,
naking his head swin and causing the blood to flow frecly from
the cut on his cheek. Angor began to rise in Kirk and he
struggled agosin So get fres, bub he was held beo Gightly.

Tailengls caught 2 hondful of Hirk's hoir ond pulled his
hend upwards.

t

"How, Captain. Let us try agnin," he said in a
a: rously quicst tone. "Whot plans have you nnde with vour
o ralL
W ahae L3 4

"You guess, Taillengls," said Kirk, defiantly.

TaiHengis' face daorkoened.

"I warn you, Kirk, ny pibience is woaring thin, It will
be better bto tell me now, extctly what you told your superiors
wiile you were aboard your vosssl,”

Eirk reganded him calmly.

"T will tell you nothingz!®

IniHengis eyes' glitterced dangerously.

"You are going to make life vory unpleasant for both
yoursclf and your fricnd. 4ind neither of you will like whnt
1s about to happen to you." He stepped back and gesturaed for
his men %o pull the two men bto their fect.

"dake them vo Hae dungeon,’  ho nissaed, between clenched
feceth. "I will find out what vou have done Lo put ny plans in
Jecpardy. ' '

] .k ¥ * %

Firk nd Spock were pulled roughly to their foet., With =
guard at coch side holdiny their rms, they wer. hustled into the
darkened corriddor. TeiHensis clostod the door of thoirp apar
nent, locking it carefully behind hin. He gave then 2 quick
glance, hooded and evil, 2s he passed them Ho lend Lhe WaY .

"It would have becn wiser to have bold me what I wanted
Go know straightaway, I have plenty of time to oxtract what
L wont from you. I hope vou plead well, Kirk, bdcouse if
you don't tell me whet Starflect know of wy plans, you will
b begging me td lobt you diel™ His voice wns low =nd
meénacing and a cold coil of fear nnd apprshension ran down
Kirk's spine. He glanced across at bpock nd felt a surge
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of reassurance ot tho caln, ~nswering look of his First
Officer. 4G lunst they woere still togebhor.

Thoy scenmed -to wnlk down mony ill 11t corridors, silent
and empty; the ”“ol“ off the palace sceminsly asleen ang
undisturbed by their Passing.  They .cane at last to a heavy,
iron. door, dt odds wivh the style of the rest of the pﬁltce,
Taillengis produced 2 large key nd inserted it into bhe lock,
The door swung opun on wull-ciled hinges and roveanled a
sloping rock hewn passage, lsadine doevnmirards. ot inbervals
fleres were stuck into noluo% R Clbblﬂf an eerie flicksring
light that glinted on the molsture thnt ran down the walls and
collected on the rocky ground. It was obvious they werce now
well below ground and th:t the passaze was hewn from the rock
Toundations of the palice itself.

There was 2 dank odour that pervaded the whole arca and
2 chill that struck to the bOﬂG. At dnservals boere wer: doors
set inte the wa Llu, wirleh wors obviously unbtrances to cells and
at one of thow Taillencis SbOU“‘d opuned the deor and Eirk and
opock wars, t“rvﬁu ufcb:pi0110bgky ovar the thresheld, tripping
on the uncven ground s they did so.  With arms bound behind
them they were unable to save themsslves and vhey fell heavily
to the ground., Iailldengis tL*m iie, while he busied
nimsclf with & suall & huzt stood on 2 Lable in the
middle of the roowm. apurt from 2 wooden chalir bolted to the
ground beside the tTable, tho dquuom wWog empty. Like the
passages they had co Gl : it wns dark and cold and 1it
by flarss. AL intervals the walls were shuackles and
chains,

The six guneds waibaed Silent, It was
obvious frowx their otbituds ; { 1s governsd thoem by
fear. They eyod the machine wivn which Dai engls was occupled,
nervously and glanced shiftily ¢ bhe sonterprise office SIS ,

still

At length, Tadllengils burnsd ond zove his orders. The men
Jumped to obey guickly and efficiontly, unconcernad & to how
the prisoners wore Yreanted.

spock was shackled by his wrists nnd ankles to the wall
opposite tla tavls and chedr. It took five of the gunrds bo
pin him there while the other stood ovor Hirk. The Vulcan
did 21l in his nower to escapa, but it was useless. Once
shackled, Spock tested the strengbth of his chains. Taillengls
Lauvghed nastily.

"iven your much vaunted Vulenn sfhrength will be uscloss
2g2inst those chains. They are made from o “pccial mrterinl
that no living being could brﬁhk.” He 131,»\d again as Spock
pulled against them in an atter 3“iWuP£lo wrong.

TFall away, [ o 1L OFlf LﬁjU‘“ Vovrsolf

e turned twmy frowm him dig micsively -ad sratched as his
guards dealt with Hirk. They hod unticd his WTISCS and pulled
im rouszhly o his knec e had Sried to fight thew, as
D

8
: had done, Deowss exsily ovarcome.  Now, while Two
b nim firniy, stripnad off his ghirt, while another
ramovad niv bhocts d socks, These they flung into a ~orner
and then they drasced boe ssruggling irk to the chair, where
1 was bound, wrlst wnd askle, whille Paillengis watched thonm

.
diszainfulljo

"Struggle all youw want, Eirk., It will avail you nothing.
soon you will be ubrumﬁllmv Just Go stoy alive,"
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NPpying to put the fear of god inte me, Tallengis?" asked
Kirk, in an attewmpt to show he did not care,

"God?" said TaiHengis. "A wmeaningless word. DBut you
will fear me before longl"

"T doubt it."

"Oh, the brave Starship Captain,” exclaimed Tallengis
with a sneer, "But we will see who is proved right."

TaiHengis wasted no more time. He attached electrodes
from the machine to bthe nuscles on Kirk's chest, stomach, aruns
and legs, z2nd ons Ho each temple. Kirk watched helplessly and
hig stomach churned 2s he boegan to realise what he was facing.
Trying to keep the fear ab bay, he grinned across at Spock.

MJe always seem bo find the tricky situation, Spock. I
don't think McCoy would approve, do you?"

"Indeed not, Captain," Spock sald softly, bub Kirk
could feel the Vulcan's support and caring as well as the
anxieby he felt for his Captein.

"Silencel!" TailHengis' hand l:nded heavily across Kirk's
face. His head rocked back, his sonses reeling. '"Well, are
vou going to tell me what plans were made while you were
aboard your ship, Coptain?®

Blood trickled from ths corner of Kirk's wouth.

"Go bo hell, TaiHengis!®

TaiHengis' mouth btightened grimly.

"Very well," he spat ond slowly began to turn the dial
on the top of the nachine.

, . Tingles flowed in a streanm into Kirk's body; tingles
wnich quickly became piercing flames, licking along his nerves
snd veins, spreading out, clutching like taloned hands at his
nuscles. TaiBengis turnsed the dial further and o low woan
guickly stifled, forced 1ts way through Kirk's tightly
clenched lips. His body arched upwards as the paln spiralled
gulckly to an almos®t unbearnble lovel.

"nat are the plans?!

Kirk heard the words as from o great distance :nd his
nind, clouded with a pain filled haze, could hardly take in
their meaning.

"Go to hell, TaiHengis! The repeated words weve faint
this tine, bubt clear cnough for Taillengis to hoar.

"Stubborn focll" exclnimed Tniliengis and turned the
dial yet again, angered that Kirk should resist him so.

Kirk's body shuddercd rep=22tedly. IHe had never
experienced pain like this befors; so excrutiating that 1t
threatened to overwhelm him. His head turned from. side to
side in a fubtile attempt to escape the all devouring pain.

His tormented eyes sousght Spock's and his lips formed the
Vulcan's name.

Green blood dripped from Spock's wrists, where he had
tried to break free. His body agonisced in empathic response to
Kirk's suffsring; but therc was nothing ho could do to help
his Capbain. e watched in anguish as Kirk's body writhed
in agony and rage rose in him ns he saw the pleasure written
clear on TaiHengis' face. He was enjoyingg thoe spectacle,

Suddenly, he switched the dial off, and Kirk felt the
agony ebb away like a vide, leaving him weak and pain-
wracked. His breath cawmoe in short, ragged gasps; his eyes,
half closed were fixed on opock's face.

TailHengis watched thenm both. This was proving most
interesting. Never beforc had he secn such obvious caring
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with the defiant b?“v;mb of It was 7 ifhe hnad soue
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"Jim."  Spock called softly bo him. The'e was no reply.
"Jim," he called again.

Kirk's oyes flubtbered open, dazed and disorientated. He
tried to move but the thin ropes that bound him woro sacure,
He saw Spock's anxious face watehing hin and managed a swall
snile of reassurance, but it fnded sulckly.,

"Zpock." His eyes took in how his friend was bound snd
horror began to grow, =as realisabion came.

Tare you alright, Jin?"  Ipock knew it was o stupid
question, butbt it was oub before he could stop it.

Lirk smiled, flestingly.

"Not renlly. Bubt I guvss, neither are you. Is he Just
going to leave us like tonis?n

"I would say so. . method of torture used in earlier
centuries. I am afraid, Capbain, the pain will he
excruglating once we ars untied, 28 'the blood enters the
constricted limbs."

"Thanks for telling me, Spock.! Eirk spoke ironically.
sSuddenly his cyes closead bightly o8 cranps seized thne nusclos
of nhis legs. He gasped as the pain increased and he could do
nothing to relieve 1%, Opock watched nelplossly and began to
struggle with his bonds. Aiftur several minustes thoe Cramps
eased and Kirk tried to guict his breathing, but before he hagd
3 chance %o recover, 2 wave of nausen swept over him and he was
violently sick.

Horrorstruck, Kirk bugan to realise what being bound into
the fetal position would neang o there was no way bhey could
control their bodily functions., XHirk's eyes sought Spock's in
desperation.

"Whot arc we going fto do, Spock?!
"T am endeavouring to release nysell. I am sure I can
free myself from the ropes tho guards tied ne with, Give ne

1 few moroe zinutas,

Kirk watched anxiously ns Spock conbinued to struggle
with the ropes. But it was almost an hour bafore he finally
wanaged to et frec. Hastily he crossed ho Rirk, wnoving hinm
away from where he had been sick and then began to atvenpt to
free his Captain.

The door swung open =nd Pailiengls stood there, hands on
his hips and a triumphant snile on his frce.

"You did no%t believe I would be so foolish as to think wyou
could not cscape from Hhoss ropes, did you, Yulcan?" ho said,
contempbuously.

Spock knelt motionless baeside Kirk, his hands still on the
ropes that bound him., He sbs 2t Malifengis, and black
despair began to seep into his soul. This man was @vil,

Laldengls gestured with his hand. The guards returned
and quilckly shackled Spock te the wall again.  Kirk closed
his eyes in & despair that astched spock's, as the guards
checked bis bonds. Satvisfied that both men wene now secura,
the guards left,

TaiHengls gave o nasty Lavgh.

"I leave you to ponder ancw on tho things you will tell
né when I returnl"  he spat, nd walked out, locking the door
behind nim.

"He did that on purpose, Spock. He deliberately mude us
hope we could get free,” Xirk's voice was Low.

"I know, Jim," answered spock sof'tly, "and we gid just
what he wanted.!
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"Did we have a choice? Why does he need to know so
desperately what he thinks we have bto tell him?"

"I do not believe that is the whole of it. TaiHoengis
enjoys seeing wmen suffer. This place has been used many tines.
He controls through fear. You can see it in the oyes of the
gunrds. I

"Jhat are his plins? It seewms he has plenty of time, if
he can afford to lesve us bound 1ike this for days.!

"T believe his plans will reach fruition very socon. [He
ig confident. Even in this last hour I feel something has
happened that gives hinm cause to feel that it is not so import-
ant that he knows our supposed plans, Otherwise I feel he
would hoave pressed harder.,”

Kirk gave 2 grin laugh.

"I'm glad he diddt try any harder. Things ars bad enough
as they are.” Kirk paused. "But if you're right the Klingon
fleet must be on the move; coming te Carahdria, wherce they
will join the fleet tht Tailengis has bulls."

"Tt is all supposition, Captain, We 2ctunily know
nothing."

Kirk tried to snift nis position; the ground was cold,
hard and uneven.

"How long do you think he will leave us here?"

"It will depend on his plans. He nust beliceve he will be
able to put his plan into acticon before Starflest can get
thedir own fleet here, which is what he tainks is to happen. It
is only surprising to me that he has not killed us. It would
scem we have no interest for him now, other than the pleasure
of secing us suffer.”

"He might still kill us anyway,” observed Kirk, drily.

"Indeed, Captnain, Thnt is 2ntirely possible. In fact, I
would put our chances 2% ......"

"Please, Spock. I don't roally wanb to know."

Kirk shivered.

"TIt's cold in herc, The next few days are golng to bhe
hord,

"You won't want the statistics on that either?”

"No, Spock." Kirk gave 2 grin. "I can do without that
knowledge, too. I only hope hoe dogsn't attach me to that
hellish machineg azain, I don't know how much more I could
take." His voice was rasgged with rewmemberod pain.

"T was troubled for you, Jin."

"I know, Spock." Firk's vecice was nsentle., "I could feel
your concern for me., It ssemed to me that you gavs me some of
your strength.” A8 Bpock looked away, Kirk continucd., "You
did, didn't you?"

"Yes, Captain.”

"How dild you do it?"

"Tt's difficult to explain.”

Yiry ! Hirk commanded, sently. I have plenty of time."
Spock was silent for a mowment.
"It is because we are ..., close, Jinm," ¢ boegan, slowly.

"It is impossible if the two poople concoerned do not have
empothic responses to each other,n

"ind we have those responses?"  guestioned Hirk,

"T belicve so. It weuld not have worked otherwise. Ye
have been reliant on one ancther in moments of exbtroeme .....
danger, several tines ...."

"It's not only th:t though, is it Spock?”

o, aim.”
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"Tt is because we caru about each other so much." Tt was
a statement. :

3pock was silent,

"Is 1t so hard bto admit that, my Yulcan friocnd?®

"For me .., yes," Spock said, reluctantly. Then continued
so quietly -thaot Kirk could bare lj hwwr the words. "I hove never
known anyoné with whom I could become closc. I am different.
alism oos both on Tulean and Earth. I belong nowhere." o
poused. n

"hat about the “nterprise?"

spock's goge roburned to hig Sapbhin's fao C?.
"A place, nercly. Until you buCI’u har 1p:11n " The
words came with difficulty. Ty ig you who have helpad me accect

what 1T zm, by ccepbing ne withous gquestion. I cane told Fyou
that 2 ship runs on loyalty to onc man. You have my loyalty."
Hig wveice droppsd oven lowsr. "You also hnve ny love."

Birk's eyes opencd wide in surprise, never expocting to
hear those words from the Vulean. ;

"Thank you, spock." There was nothing clse to say.
"Tou nre fo me the brother T never had," Ipock
continued. "When you bold Goarth that you snd I were brothors,

I replied thoas you spoke figuratively., I would like to with
draw thnt stotencnt. You spoke only the truth.n

Thers was 2 silence 2s the bwo men rerarded one anothop
with 2 new undorstand ing which warmed the long, prinful hours
ahaad,.

he nixt three days were indeod long, painful, cold nand
huwdliating., During thas twmu, no onc visitsd tn@ﬂ. They
were plven no food or waber,

Thoey spoke of their happler times sopnvhor on the
.nterprise, their sharsd expuricances, thoe people Fhey had
known. It helped bo pass the hours nﬂd served to distract the
from their bodily discomforts. Bub by tho third day, Hirk was
weakening., He found it 2n effort to t:1k and the silonces oW
longer, ?y the ovening of the third day, he had developad o
cough and his face became flushoed. It was obvious o BSpock
th "t =28 well a8 all he was onduring Kirk had now doveloped a
fever of some kind. .

Uurlng the night Kirk lapsed into n restless slumber. He
moaned sometlimes 1Fd coccasionnlly spoke unintellies rible words.

Time and niznin, dnock had bried ba froo hlruvlla The
lenther of his boots were worn whare the shackles rubbed aFmalinst
them. MHis wrists wers a2 mass of sreen blood and broken flosh,
swollen with the cfforts he had made.

Larly on the fourth morning, a susrd entered the dungeon.,
He pulled a face ab the stench tﬁnf srae bbd him but said nothing.
He placed a bowl of waber and another of what looked like soup
or gruei on the ground near Kirk. Then producing a knife, he
cut the ropes fthat bound Xirk and without a word left, locking
the door behind himn.

Kirk was unawnre that he was free., His arwms and 1»05,
completely numb after the days of congsitriction, remained in the
same cramped position.

“Jime " Spock tried toe rousc hin from his stupor. "Jinm,
wake up.'" He spoks morse loudly. “Jim, you're fres.!

{lrk opened nis eyes 2nd ran 2 swollén tongue over his
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cracked lips.

"Whatt"  His voice was barely audible.

"Try to move, Jim. The guard has cub she ropes. There
is water nenr you too."

Gradually, Kirk took in what Spock was saying. He saw
the bowl of water nearby »nd tried to raise himsclf up and
reach btowsrds it. Spock was unprepared for thoe brief scroam
of agony that Kirk gove. IHe lapscd back on the flocor.

"I can't move, Spock." I% wns a plea, almoest a sob., "I
can't move," '

"Jim. Just try a little movencnt at 2 time." Spoek
Sried to speak reassuringly. "It will be painful, Buk you
outt try. You'wve gobt to bry ... ..M

His voice murnured on and on, cncourging Kirk to move.

The next three hours wers a time neithar of thew would
ever wont to remember, but would never be abls to forget,

Bit by bit, Kirk wmoved, graduslly straizhtening legs and wasg
ond every movenment caused absolubte agony, tgony that causaed
Birk %o bive his lips $1l1l they bled, to try and stifle the
cries of toruent he was going through. .and for avery wmovement
ho made, Spock wos helping hin with words of ancourazenent and
trying tc give hinm wh.t strength he hnsd left himself.

A% 1:st, gasping for bresth wnd shoking frowm head to foot,
Rirk was able to coupletely straighten his arms wmd legs.

“Try to meach vhe woser, Jim. Ib will help you."

Kirk's eyes fastensd cn the bowl only an ~rm's length
away, bub there was no strongbh in his arms or legs.  Somelow
he monaged te wove 2nough for his face to reach the bowl,
whore he lapped =t it, feeling bhe wober run soothingly down
nis swollien thro-t.

te looked across =t wheve 3pock was 8511l shockled to the
woll, saw the blood scaked slecves of his uniforn and the
vnusunl pollor of his First Officor's free. Somehow ne had o
et the water to dpock, bub it ssemed »n impossible task 4o
him 2t the moment., He dracgmed hinself inbto A sitting position,
nis head spinning nd the dungecon tilting nd turning black as
he sat up right for the firss sipe in four days. He closcd his
wywes tightly, 2 sick feoling in his stonmach. As the feoling
¢xsaed, he inched his way slowly ond poinfully to Spock, baking
“he bowl with him. He st b Jpock's feet, looking wup.

"I don't know how I'm poins to met this bo you, spock,”
he said, hopelessly.

Before Spock had o chance to reply, the deor bo tho
dungeon opened. “Th: twoe intorprise officers looked around in
apprenension and saw that Tailfongis wos wiatehiny then - and
bgside him, a short stocky figurc thab Kirk recognisad
imnedintely.

“Kor," Throathed Kirk. _

"Indoed, friend Kirk. I hopsed we would meot again.  RBut
not really in circumstances such ns thoese."  Hoe wrinkled his
nose sliyhtly. ToiHengis gave one of his evil Inughs,

"Yes, the stench in here iz none too sleasant, I oagree.”

sowehow, propelled by sheer gubs =nd will pouver, Kirk

pulled hiwself to his feet. His logs brenbled, threatening
to give way any second. Yith onme hhnd  clubching tightly a
ospock's arm, Hirk faced Taillsngis and Kor defiantly.

"Don't think you've broken either of us, Taillengis.
You'll not learn anything you wanbt to know."

"It really dossn't matber, Kirk. Tb doesn'’s natter ot
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all. Kor, here, has arrived with his fle:t. Ue are rendy to
descend on your Federaticn =nd blow then to oblivicn. What-
ever you told the Tederation, they have left it too late to
g8top us.” »

He walked ancross and pushed Kifk out of fthe way. Kirk
fell helplessly on the floor, hnlf tipping the bowl of water.
TalHengls then unshackled Swock and walked back to For.,

"Let us leave thenm o wollow in their own filth., Ve have
more important wmitbters than these pigs.”

Kor turncd without 2 word, with a final glance at Kirk as
he lay on the ground, staring ot hin: There was pity in the
Klingon's eyes, that made Hirk's belly crawl with resentment.
He wanted no pity from Kor.

ihe door clanzed shub and they leard the ksy turn in the
lock. Blowly Spock slid down the wall and Joined his Casboin

]

on the pground, He pulled Kirk up snd helped him sit agninst
the wall, Then with great care o picked up the bowl, now
half empty, 2nd held i1t to Kirk's lips.

"You first, Spock. I've already hnd sons.

"Drink, Jim. Please,"

Eirk obeyed and ¥then leasnced his head apgainst the wall,
closing his oyes. They were still 2live, but for how long?

* * % * *

Tailengis walked with long strides alons the corridor.
A suile played sround his lips and he hunmed snabeches of 0
melody. &% last, after yoars of planning =nd conniving; of
kowbowing to = very old nman and then to his hoir, the boy,
FwantHatus;  of presentins one for2 t~ th worll apnd koenine
the other fruc face oniy for himself; ..U lasyv uis droums were
about te come Struc. Kor, his Ally, had arrived, with a full
Elingon battle fleet four days behind hin., Kor himself hnd
come by o sunll, fast destroyer, to tie up the final details.

Talilengis' own fleet, safe from detection bsehind the
inmost planet, wis ready to Join bihe Klingons in their
advarnce to Tuderation sprce.  and always thore wos the
materiel for more 'md nore starships. It was 2ll going so
gloriously well: Thers remnined but one thing for Taillengis
to do. e wos on his way now, to tell Kwangilntus that he was
no longor smparor.

. Kwongiatus stood at the open window. It wns a beausiful
doy, sunny and warn, with 2 wind that would have made kite
Tlying ideal. In fact, Kwanglabus could see one now, oubside
the paliace grounds, dipping and swirling as unsser hands
controlled the kite's wmotion., Hwangliatus had loved flying
kites, bubt it was convidered beneath the disnity of an
superor to do so. IT had besn two years since he hnd last
flown onu. wven horse riding was frowned on, axcept on
state cccasions when Dwongiatus would have to keep the
horse to a slow walk, burdened witih all the trappings of an
ampire, _

He wonved to pgallep o horsse icross the plrins, feel the
wind in his hoir and tioe wovunent of Hhne horse bensath him.
With o sad smile he rewmeuwbered Janji, his favourite mare.
she was beautiful, easy to control =and whoen they gnlloped
he knew she had enjoyed 1t zs much as he., Now she remsined
in hoer stall wost of the time, except when a groom walked
her for eoxercise.
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suddenly Fwangiasus mnde up his wind, He was the Zpperor
md he was going to ride Jandil He turned from che window,
exeltement bullding in him st the thought of wscape Lo the
plainsg outside, even for just an hour. Quickly, he changed
into 2 pair of riding pants and an opén nock shirt and was
Just pulling on his old riding bocts when the door of his
apartment opensed wnd Tailllengis strode in.

blowly, Kwangiatus stood up.

"I don't believe you knocked, Taiiengis," he said rather
brusguely. -

"o, I didn't." There was nn insolence in his tone that
KwangHutus haed never heard before. "Nor do I inbend ever to
knock agnin, Your days as Inperor arc fianished, Kwangilatus.
50 you had better gtart getting used to different troatnent
from everyone,"

"What do you mean?"  Kwanglatus' veice was high-pitched
for a moment and hr cursed the lick of control he had over ib,
wishing he hnd the deep pitceh of 2 fully broken voice., "I an
Zaperor nere, by birthright.!

Tailllengis loughed. It wasn't o pleasant sound.

"Your birthright counts for nothing now. I rule 3nd I
rule with more power than you ever dreamed of. You 2
nothing: In fusure you will how 0 me, you will do as I bid.

"By what right?" KwangHatus flung oub his arm. "These
are my people. Iy responsibility is te them., They will not
SCC me cast nside ... for youl"

Iailengis leansd closce to the boy who stood straignt and
proud before him, :

"By right of forcell" ho hisged. "Phe Klingons are

ere, in strength, to back ny words nnd decds, if I should
nsed then But I won't need thoum."

"The Klingons?!" KwongHatus was horrifisd.,  "But thoy
ace brutal murderers. Thsy will subjugnte my people. Make
slaves of then.”" His wvoice rosc., "You cannot have made an
alliance with such 29 they."

"You should be careful how you spsak of your new allies,
Rwangllatus. Ctherwise you will regret it

"You can't do bhis.m

"It is done!!

'But we have Federation gucsts in the city. They will
hnove plenty to say aboub this, ™

"In fact, they have nothing to say," roeplied TniHengis.
"islbnough I hove tried 2% some longbh to persuade thopm.* A
wicked smile crossed his face.

"Whot have you done to them, TaiHengis? They wore my
personal guests, Thoey came to represoent the Pederation. If
you have harwmed then vo...."

"What will you do?' Pnilengis laughed. "If vou could
see them now, wallowing in vheir own filth, useless and
broken. Oh, if you could just sco then!" Mailengis vegman
to lough.

"Stop iti  Stop itl" Hwang
Paifdengis scross she face.

"Why, you litile bratin He seized Kwanghiatus by both
arms, shiking hinm hard .nd then sending him careering across
the room, where he hit the wall hard wnd slid to the floor
dazed. "I've wisted enough tiwme on you. You will stay
here untlil I decide what T shall do wish NARVIRRL
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Hé turned and strode from the room. .and Kwanglatus heard
him lock the door behind him. '

* * : * s« *

In the dungeon, Kirk »nd Spock lay huddled together for
confort and warmbh. When Tailengis and Kor had left, Spock
_had managed to met Kirk to drink and eat 2 little of the gruel,

He had massaged Kirk's arms ond legs, trying to ease the cramps
which hnd rsturnsd apgain 2vd agsin, taking more and more of
Kirk's renasining strength,

Ho had retriéved Xirk's boots, socks and his conmand-gold
top, helping him put then on. 4nd all The while, Kirk h:d
coughed; harsh, rattling coughs which had distressed Spock to
hear them. His temperature was up and he admitted to 2 pain
across his chest. | ‘

After several hours, 2 gunrd hnd brought them anothor
howl of water and one of gruel, but this time Kirk could only
panage the water, snd insisted that Spock eat 211l the gruel,

Tt was weak =nd held little nourishnent, but it worried Spock
that Kirk would not cat 1ib.

Now sitting, closc together nagainst the wall, Hirk had
fallen imbo an uneasy sleep, his head against Spock's shoulder.
Occasionally, 2 shudder would run through hinm and bis liubs
twitched. Spock could only wishthat MeCoy was here with his
nedikit. :

As for Spock himself, he wos not so -debilitated as Kirk, i
Many times he hod gone without food and water for long periods
of time, while he had lived on Vulcan. 3ut he knew hisg wrists
were infected., They were swollen snd the flesh was broken and
ulcernted where he had triesd to free himself from the chains.

Thore was 2 painful throbbing th t continued without ceasing.
He knew they wers 2 ness and wishod zgain Lor MceCoy's medikitb.

Iying quict and still, so as not o disturb Kirk's rest,
Spock's thoughts ran again nd again on how they could escape.
He had already tricd the door md bthers was no way he could
open it., There were no windows or brrs, vhe dungeon wWas
carved from the living rock.

Ther was n slight sound at the door and IZpock looked up.
Someons had turnsd the key in the lock and the door slowly
swung open. Spock tensed, wondering what thoy were to be
subjected to now. 4 small figure stood in ~he doorway, o
look of horror =nd concern w»ritten clear on his young face.

"Oapbain Kirk! DMr. Spock!" Kwangiatus called quistly.
Pare-you alright?! : ' ‘

Spock shook Kirk genbly awake. Kirk seemed to swim
upwards from a pain filled haze of misery. .

Mhat ie it, Spock? What's happencd?" His volce was
weak and husky. :

"The Swmperor ig hers, Cavtain,”

¥irk looked to the door and sesceing the figure of the
Smperor btherwe, he tried So drag himself bo his feet. 1T was
only with &pock's help thnt he wmrde 1%, and staying there was
achieved by leaning heavily on Spock, who supported him with
an a2rm treund his walst.

Twongiiztus came inbo the dungeon ond walked to where the
two men sbtood.

vihy has Tailengis donc this to you?"™ he asked. "I
don't undersvand. You are our guests nnd our allies.’ :

"ToiHengis thought we know something thot might ffect
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his plans for making war on the Federation,” Kirk sald quictly.
"Je guessed what his plans were, bub did not know for sure. And
we were unable Ho tell fthe Federation, as he believed we had.”

He was wracked by =2 spasn of coughing.

"You are iil, Captain. I wish there was sonmething 1 could
de for you."

Kirk gave = wry smile,

"I need to got back to 'my ship. Are youable to get a
message to her som how?"

"I'nm sorry, Captain. I can do nobthing. Tailengis hns
told me of his plans 1nd that he is now the Luperor. He
locked me in my room." XKwangHatus gave a snall laugh., "He
doesn't know the p?laoe 28 I do. It dis filled with secret
passages and hidden rooms. It was c“sy for nme te getv out. I
guessed you nust be here from whnt he said., He thinks I don't
know what he doos down hers or aven-where it ds. Bub outside
the palace I am helpless., .nd to contact your ship I would
need to get to the communication centvre on the other side of
the city.

"The only thing I can do for you 1s to get you out of the
palace. Once oubside you wmust make out as best you can," He
reached inside his Jocket pocket., "I have monaoged to get one
of your communicators; a2lsc scome food 2nd drink. You must
ot ns far away =28 you can. TailHsngis has dogs whicnh he will
not hesitate to use to find you." XKwangiatus gave a slight
shudder. "They are vicious!"

He put the communicator =and food into Zpock's hand.

"Thank you, Empsror, We are indesd nost grateful.”

"You must come with us," goaid Kirk, with an effort.
It hurt him bo breathe - he felt as if J3 s drowning.

”Tﬁlﬁbnmls will kill you once ho finds out what  you have
donae.

"I cannot come, Captain. My duby is to wmy people., T
wust remain here o do what little I can. Please try and get
The deer'tion to save wny people from TaiHengis and the
{llnvons.

Kirk smiled, a2 brave, sweet snile for the young boy who
refused to 2llow TaiHengis to trample lim into the dust.

"Je will do everything we can.” :

Kwang Wltus swiled in return; boy and man shook hands.

‘ ”Comc ‘¢ Imd best go now. You will have a couple of
Lours of daylight left. It would be best 1f you mrde for the
woods about o mile outside the palace grounds. It will give
you sore cover. L wish thers werewnore I could do."

"You have done nore than encugh. You have given us our
freedom. Thank you." It was Kirk who spoke. The boy bturned
and led the way from the dunsoon.

Suickly, EwangHatus led then through narrow, winding
tunnels, which led upwnrds, dark and unsven, Kirk hnad been
half carried by Spock, bubt even so, he felt as if his chest
wag on fire and the cough becamoe worse, draining away what
1ittle strength he had. :

soon, they felt a clear, frosh wind on their faces -nd
EwangHatus led the way into L 1@ open. They were cubside the
palace walls, behind some shrubbery. EKwoangiatus pointed to
the distant wooeds, -

"UIE you go now, there will be few to sce you or to

“remark on your presence,  Good ILuck.™
Without walting for a2 roply, the boy Bmperor turned and
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was gone, back down the pas-agsway, bowsards whabever fate
awalted him. Kirk and Spock look.d townrds the woods and
freedon, : ' '

HMCan you wmake it, Jim? e wust be us qguick a2s we can,”

AIT11 make it, Opock.” _

fhey started of £, with Lpock supporting his Captain, butb
thney h2d barely gone a guorter of the distance, when Kirk's
broath, 2lready laboured, became ragged nnd shallow and his
legs began to mive way beneath him, He trisd bte wave aside
Spock's concurn, but Spock wasted no tince., Quickly he bent
and picked Kirk up, carrying him over his shoulder, It wasn't
clegant, 1t wasn't comfortable and it did Kirk's breathing no
good =t 2ll, bubt Cpock's leng strides gmol thanm to the shelter
of the wood in nnlf the %iwms 1t would have taken Kirk to gaet
thane. .

Cnce inside the wood, Spock mently lowsrsd Dirk to the
ground, wihecre he lay fighting for breath. He glanced up ot
spock, 2as he sbood anxiously ovor hinm,

"I'm CG.E. Spock, renxlly. But con you find 2 stream
scemewhere around. Hell, I smell like 2 barnyard."
"Walt here, Jim. I'll scee whot I cam find., I, too,

could use some strenm waber,”

He was back within = foew minutes, to find Wirk leaning
agalinst a tree wibth nds eyes closed,  To Spock's eyes, he
looked really 11l. Theres wxs oun unhealthy flush on his
chnocks and swenrt glistencd on his frece. dven after only the
few days tiey h:d sponb in the dungeon, Hirk no longer looked
strong and thers was 2 fragility tboutbt hin that Zpock hodn't
sean bl shook Lirk meubtly by the shouldor.

There is o suall stroam only throes winubos walk away.
I will carry you thore."

"Thank you, Lpeck. Pus the
more Than sufficient. [ cno mapa~se If you help me up.”

But the walk to the strean proved too ruch for Xirk; he
had over-gstimeted his strongth. .5 they veached the stream's
bank, he collapsed 2nd lay, grsping and coughing, only semni-
consciocus.

spock regorded hinm worriedly for o few wmoments. Thers was
sbsolutely nothing he could de to help Kirk. He neoded TeCoy
now, badiy. At 1

2eross to the woods was

T

1%, however, hoe could clean Kirk up.
Gently, he eased Eirk's clothes off and washed them in ths
strearn, laying them out to dry o2 1ittle in the sun. Then
supporting Kirk, he fin doqm in the cold atrens wabter.
Phe water was fadrly desy aad rushed hurricedly over the
pibbles and stones of the gstroam ded. “hoe coldnoss causod
Kirk to cough agrin nd brousnt him round cnoush to roalise
what Spock was 4 dingg..

» "Thanks, Spock. I think I ¢an mannge for n nonmont." The
humilintion of whit had happenced in the dungeon brought 2
blush of embarrasso.nt o his face.

He remained in the stroaw for soveral minutes and the
coldness of the water browht his tewmvneraturs down ~nd ho
folt 2 1ittle better for it. OSpock helped aim onbo the bank,
iatoh he sat, warning ails chilled body in the sun's rays.
Kirk looked % opock's wrists, ns ke beghn to ssriup of his
own clobhics, prep ratory to zoing inbto thr surean. Kirk had
not realised before how badly spock's wrists wers infocted.

"Your wrists don't look too good, Lpock. e could bobth
use neCoy rignt now." ' '

v
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"Indeed, Captain. But the clean water of the strean
should help 2 little."

Kirk closed his eyecs, lying still on the grassy bank,
while Spock cleaned his clothes nnd.himself in the stream. He
Joined Kirk on the bank.

"We'll let the clothes dry as nuch as we can before we
put them on," he commented.

Kirk merely gave a weary siile.

"How are you feeling, Jin?"

"Like, I could use a week in McZoy's sickbay! Spock,
I've no strength left. I don't think I can go any further."
He leaned heavily against the Vulcan,

Spock rcmembered the food and drink that KwangHatus had
given them. He reached to retrieve the parcel, where he had
left it, near the drying clothes.

"Try to eat some of this. It will help you."

"If I don't threw up, you meanl"

Spock did wmot repnly, merely broke some of the bread and
checse off and nnnded toen to Kirk. There were dricsd frult and
2pples, a8 well as o sweet nourishing drink. Hirk tried hord
and managed bto eat some of the bread and drisd fruit; - he drank
2 littie, finding it swect and rofresihing. Viping his hand
across his mouth, ne sighed.

"That bastes good. I hope it stoys down." He swayed
whers he sat, almost nsleen.

"I Think we saould dress now and find scoewhere hidden
where we can rost for 2 wnile. Then we nust move on.  We
cannot stay near the palace,” said Spock.

Soon thoy wore beth dressed and huddlied togethor beneath
a thick, leafy bush. alwoest before they were scttied, Kirk
was asleep, his head resting on Spock's chest, bpock kept
watch, not dwring bto wvove or sleep. 48 tine wenb on, the
flush that the coldnuss oy The gssroam water had banishoed,
rebturnad te Kirk's face. He begon te swont, his linbs
twtiched with roturning cramps nnd his cough worsened.

E # £ . & *

Late the following mornins found them severnl miles fron
the palace. Bpock had allowed Kirk te sleep for thrce heurs
and than they hnd set off through the woods. Tholr progress
had been distrossingly slow., [Rirk was very weak and although
he tried bis best md woas supported by dpock, both knew that
the distance thoy covered would not be cnough 1f TailHengls
set the dogzs on them,

Ths woods woers thick and extensive; the ground coverad
with shrubby vegetation which mnde walking difficult. as the
day wore on, it grow hot, thd sunlight splashing through
the leafy tregs, making bright puddles of light on the ground.
At last Kirk could go no further. His breathing was ragged
and laboured, made worse by hig bouts of coughing; his arms
and legs, weakencd by the torture he. had undergone, refused
to work anywore -nd ho gank, exhhusted to the ground.

"I%'s no good, opock. Toils time I »onlly can't go any
further. We'll just hoave te hope they won't find us hore
before the interprise arrives.!

"4 forlorn hope, I foar, Jim."

Kirk looked wup .t his First Cfficoer and managed n snall
smile.,

"I think you're right." He peused. "How nre your
wrists?!



Spock looked down at his wrists disinterestedly.

"They are infected. Even the clean water of the streanm
has made no differsnce.’ Hoe sighed. "I fear I need
Doctor Meloy's ministrations.”

"e'd love to hear you say that, Spock.. He'd never let
you forget it."

Kirk grinned, but 2 longing swept over him o see Bones
azain and toe know tht he was in the doctor's capable hands.
He was bons weary, with : tiredness that he felt he had never
been without., The nuscles to which the clectrodes had been
attached, ~ched 2nd throbbed with an insistence that couldn't
be ignored nnd spasms of cramp would 2ttack them from tinme bo
time., He 2lso knew thet there was something wrong with his
iungs. Sach breath he drew was an effort wmd it felt as if
thers was n bro.d band of fire acroess his chest that constricted
him cver tightcr. Ao leaned agninst the trunk of o troee and
closed his uyes.

Spock lockad around at the trees nnd shrubs, scoing no-
whore they cculd hide 2nd nothing with which tc defend
themselves. There was nothing teo do but walt. There was
some food and drink left, frow the package DwangHatus had
given them at the palace, spock oponaed up the parcel and
offered some bo Kirk. But Zirk rofused. He Just couidn't
gat, even though he knew he needed Ho. He drank a little and
then gquickly fell inte 2n ungasy sleep. pock snt beside him
and pubting his arm around irk's shoulders, drew him close
for comfort ond protaction. 4 couple of tines, he tried o
raise the Lnterprise on vhe comcunicator he carried, but it
was to ne avall. He snew they were olone, with no weapons
and very little stroength left. They could only walt,

I3
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* * * * B

It was 1ate afterncon when opock heard the baying of
dogs in the distance. He 52t up straight, SHaking his arn
from 2round Xirk's shoulder and easing him back against the
troe. Xirk wokd up, unsurc abt firsv,exactly wherec he was,

Mihat ds 1Y, Bpock?"

"I ¢an hear dogs, Cartain. Only two, I believe, butb
they are comning this way." S

"TaiHengis didn't wasbe much time, did he?" Hirk lookad
around helplessly. '"We've nothing to protect ocursclves with.
and I don't think I hnve the stroength te, even if we had."

4 sense of futility gripped Xirk. ofter all they hhd gone
through, was it to and like this - savaged to death by dogs
on 2 planet ready to mtke war on the Tederation.

Spock stood up. The sound of the dogs was nonrer now.
They could hear them crashing amongst the undergrowth as the
dogs forced their way through, their boarking growing louder
with every pnssing minute. Their situation wns despurate
indeed. Kirk tried to ris<, to stand nlongside his Pirst
Cfficer, but he only minnged bo goet to his kaees wnd he
crouchaed thera, gasping for breath, '

Suddenly o lorge brown dew with moassive head and lorgoe,
ferocious Jows apperred at the cedse  of the cleaving., It

stopped, sniffing the adr " then zave o loud, baying bark
which echoed around the snbterprise of ficers like the telling
of 7 bell of doom. The dog sprang forward, btowards the

figurss in the clearing mnd 28 he did so another dog appeared,
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black 2s night, o creature from the pits of hell.

The first dog reached Spock and leapt upwards, jaws wide.
opock caught hin as he Ju;ocd nd swil tly broke hlS neck with
his strong Yulcan hinds fven ns he did so, the ofther dog
joined the attack, his ayes rﬂd and gloring growling decp in
his throat. gpock s responses weren't guick enough oand before
he could stop hin, the dog's fﬂnus had fagtencsd on the side of
Spock's nack. He managod to force the dog's Juws opoen and
pull him away, despatehing him as guickly 2s he had the other.
But it was too late. The wound on Spock’'s neck dripped blood,
snd he stumbled to his knees and then sank, semi-conscious, o
the ground.

Horrified, Kirk knelt over him, swaying dizzily as he
realised thnt JQOCk was badly hurt. He had nothing with which
to staunch the wound and could only nurnur, “”poc?. Oh god,
Spock "

He heard o laugh behind him and there, standing 2t the
edge of the ole*rlng was Uaillengis, honds on hips, regarding
them with obvious delight. Just b>h1nd hin stood Kor, an
unidentifinble lock on his face.

"So, you have finally finished your little Jaunt 7?1
TaiHengis said conbemptuously. "Did you really think you
would gbt $W“W from ne?"

Slowly, by sheer gubs 2nd will power nlone, Kirk
staggered vo hils feet, stonding protcctlv 1y beside Spock.

The inst - ws of The setting sun turned his hair to gold and
cast his shadow ncross Spock's face. BSpock watchad him from
hnlf closed eyoes. Btanding proud wnd defiant, his hands
clenched tightly ut his sides, Kirk had the lock of cagles,

For 2 nmoment, Kirk mnd TollHengis rogarded one another.

"Your fricnd is dying 3t your feet, Kirk. and you will
follow him, bubt not so guickly, ny brnvo starship Captain,”

"You don'® ucwre ne, TiiHengis,¥ roplied Kirk, huskily,
unable to speak more clexrly. "You may have killed opock
with your hellish qogs and you c¢nn kill mey bub you will
never win.  Your kind never do. If you think that you will
be nllowed to dominate your Elingon frisnd, herce, you would
do well to think azain." Eirk flicked 2 glance 2% Kor and
surprised 7 faint look of adwmiration for ¥irk on his face.
Although polesapart in culture ond belicefs, they had one
thing in comnon, tn““ were both leaders of men, in a way
Tailengis would nover ba.

"Kor i1s mny ﬂlly. T have no wish %o dominzte him. e
understand cach othoer completely," replied ToaiHengis.

¥irk nonoged 2 smile with whnt offort only he knew. His
li:gs trombled and his breathing grew ever more shallow, but
he was detersined not to give cifhor of thewm the satisfaction
of seving him collapse.

"You may think you do. But I bheliove you will have n
few surprises coming your wwy."

Taile wis goave o dismissive waye of his hnnd.

”*nou‘h,nlrk' You surprise ne. Your friend 1ins
there, dying and all you c¢an do is try fo stir up trouble
betwean Kor and nyself.” Ko gave nirthless laugh. "and L
thousht you carcd for thr Vulean.”

It was a deliberite attempt to provoke Hirk, but he
ignored it. Uis feelings for Spock were too deep to nallow
these two to scee how nrnuch he really cared.

"J
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"If you're going to kill me, you should get on with iti"
Kirk said, defiantly.

"Not so fast, Xirk., ot so fast., I wanb you bto have
tinme bo think how you hove killed your friend. You can watch
his last dying breaths ”ﬁd then die slowly yourself, with only
regrats for company.'" TaidHengils WrOuUObd a length of rOpe.
"That tree should provzde 2 ood viewing place for you." He
stepped townrds Kirk.

. In despair, Kirk knew he had no otrznwth to resist and he
locked down at Spock. For 2 noment their oyves netb.
"I'm sorry, Hpock."

"Do not be sorry, Jim." Spock's voilce Was 2 mere st
Jhlapuf "o one could have 1 f ner friand, It was an offort
for him to Bpenk. His eyes GIOSed; and all the while blood
trickled frow the wound in his neck

Kirk felt tears prick 2t his eyes and fousht thew back.
I@hO?lﬂ” TPlUGnPIS he dropped te his knses ond took bnock S
cold hond in nis. There was 2 buzzing sound as Kirk looked
up, Taiiengls shrieked s he was Dh&u@f@d out of existence.
The shock was alnost too much for Kirk, his legs save way
completely and he sat down with =2 thud 3t Spock's side. He
looked at Kor in bewilderment, as the Klingon pub Hthe phaser:
AWDY ,

“Did you re 1lly think I would have jwiﬁengis a8 an ally?

e

You undsrstand me Kirk. ‘Tho Jarvn erltn Systen will be ideal
for Elingon occupation - it hns rytiving we woant.,  IMineral
wealth, abundant food nd cwunulLUQ bOUlu to do the work for
us . f‘lﬂ nzis would have only besn 2 .... nulsancel” Kor

gave o HQLI S’llo. "is for you, Eirk. I shall lecve.you
nore for the moment., I don's sxpecet you to go far! ihen I
have time I sinll return to sce if you hive survived,®

He spun on his hecl »nd walkzd boack the way he had come.

Rirk starcd holpl ssly ot his fricend, dying before his
ey.s. It sbouldn't have to end this way. It muctn't ond bhis
Wy, :
At thot wmoment, the comnunic :tor bleeped! Kirk stared -t
it in disbelief. ha grabbad 1t and flipped uwp the 1ligd.

"Tirk to Zpbtorprise,” he broathed.

Oaptain Kirk”"  TUhura's velce questicned, borely
rocognising his vedlca,

‘Tledicnl emergency, Uhurz:., Two to beaw ... hone."

Kirk s voice broke on the last word, the communicator
slipped from his fingors and he collaps d, unconscious, NCross
Zpock's body.

The hours 2fter Kirk an? 3nock h2d been heamed aboard
were nizhtmore ones for Mefoy., That Spock would die without
immediste surgery nnd blood tronsfusions was obvious; but
Kirk 2lso, was in critical condition, He was dehydrated
g extrenely weak from 211 he had endured 2t the hands of
Waildensis, Hb was also suffering fron dOU?ip pneunonia,

Wihlle I'3Bengn prepared the Yulenn for sucgery, licloy
ot Kirk onto oxyzen 50 aelp 2is bro 1tL:Ln and set up 2 dreip
for llquld nourishwent, Then, . ; under the
capnble upcrvisiorn of Hurse Clanel, ficCoy joined M'Benga
in surgery, to operate on Spock.




He had lost o comsiderable amount of blood and was
holding onbto 1ife by o thread. It took Hwo hours on the
operating table and even thun MeCoy didn't know if he had
saved Spock or not. They wheelcd him back inte the small side
ward where Kirk was lying, now conscious, his eyes huge ns he
looked 2t licCoy. _

"How is he, Bones?" he questioned, weakly.

MeCoy's heart sank ns he sald the next words, but he
could not hide the facts frow Kirk. He had to know,

"I don't know whetuner “pock is gonna vike it or not, Jim.
The next few hours will tell. He lost an awful lot of blood
and he was in n considerably wenkened sbtate when it happened.
Ye'lve just got to hope." lMeCoy felt completely inadequate as
he saw the leok on Xirk's face. "I've done nll I can, Jim.”

"I know, Bones. Thank you." He looked 2cross at his
#irst Officer and %the thought that he night logse him was
almost too prinful to face. He looked back at Bones, the
suffering he hnd cndured ond was still enduring written clear
on KEirk's face. He was 2 very 111, unhappy man, but he was
811l a Starshin Capbain.

"Bones, I've got Lo talk to Starfleet Comannnd. They've
ot to know whnt Kor is planning., It's imporative.  There
isn't nuch time. We've gob to have the authority to go in
there and help Xwanglatus. Ie's only a young boy I o 1
broke off, ccoughin and fighting for breath.

Tind you think you can report bto 3tarfleet in your
condition. Sorry, Jim, but no way., You nust rest.!

Cirk struzgled to sit up, coughing even uoro.

"Bones. I'wve gob to roport to Starflect and I've got to
do it now. And that's an order, Doctor."

eCqy grabbed twe more pillows, pubtbting them behind Kirk's
back, supporting hiw as he did so. He was sitbing 21lwos
upright now and he rosted against the pillows, trying to
calm nis breatihing.

"OKD I guess you won't rost until you've done what you
have to," said lMeCoy reluctantly. FI'1l give you five
minutes. You're not strong enough for morw. Let Starflect
see what these secret missions Jo to Sheir best men and then
cxpect puoople lik: we Ho work miracles!”

Kirk managed o fainb grin. MeSoy depressed the
communication butvon and swung the viewer ~round %o frce Kirk.
"Uhura, direct comwunication with Starflect, aduiral
romnck. Pipe 1t down here to sickdbay. Pell sduiral Fomck,
thtt Copbnin Kirk is ollowed only five ainutes bt she ordep

T his doctor. nd you time it bto the sccond, Uhurall

"iye siri™ Unura replied., Then 2dded worriedly, "Is
the Coaphaln going te be alright,doctor?"

"If he gets enough rest he will."

* * * * *

Kirk lay bocek awmonast the pillows, restinsg as nuch as
he ceuld, but his eyes were fixed on nis friend who lay so
still in the next bed. MeCoy hnd said the next fow hours
would tell nnd Eirk knew he would =e® no rost unbil he knew
if @pock were geins to live or die.

Kirk had had his five ninutes with odpiral Komnek and
had received the required permission to send a landing parby
down Go bGae Court of the Golden Dragon, to assist as they
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